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CHILDREN’S  AND  FAMILY  MINISTRY  AT  HOLY  TRINITY 

May 30 was Jaimie Cline’s Last Sunday as Children’s Ministry Director 

While we are sad to see Jaimie Cline step aside as director of our children’s ministries, we are 
hopeful for God to provide for her future vocation as director of her own non-profit organization to 
help children. We are also hopeful God will provide for our children’s ministry needs as we go 
forward. Jaimie and Derrick have been with us since early 2017, when Jaimie began in her 
leadership role in February of that year.  –And it’s been a good journey together! 

With Jaimie’s departure, we will be depending on many volunteers in the congregation to step 
forward to help with these ministries. Pastor Jason will serve as coordinator of Sunday School and 
Children’s Worship in the meantime. Because we love our children, and want them to grow up 
strong in faith in Jesus, we feel confident that people will step forward to help as needed. 

The Council and Personnel Team have appointed a Search Team to help us find our next 
Director of Children’s Ministry. Those serving on the search team are: 

John Peoples Personnel Team  
Lori DeFritas  Parent with young children 
LaVerne Davis  Holy Trinity disciple with Children’s Ministry experience 
Cody Carpenter Council representative (Children and Youth) 
Jason Dampier  Associate Pastor/Supervisor 
Brack East  Lead Pastor 

Please feel free to pass along names of any good candidates to members of the team. 

Jaimie and Derrick will worship with us on occasion as they are able. Both of their parents need for 
assistance is increasing and this will keep them away from us on many Sunday mornings. 

In the meantime, let’s be in prayer for God to guide and bless Jaimie and Derrick, and for God to 
bring our next Children’s Ministry Director to us in his perfect timing! 
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WHERE  DO  WE  GO  FROM  HERE? 
 

“And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting  
to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more  

as you see the Day drawing near.” Hebrews 10:24-25 
 
Grace and peace to you all! What an exciting time this past month has been. With the mandates  
being lifted and recommendations being loosened, things seem to be closer to “normal” with every 
passing week. Finally, we can see faces again! Finally, we can dine in! Finally, we can go on 
vacation! Finally, we can drink coffee again…or maybe I should say I do not have to sneak it in 
anymore. 
 
With the return of many things to normal, so has the participation in the church been trending in the 
right direction, but I am afraid we have a long way to go and lots of work to do in this area. For 
some, there are still reasonable concerns about the pandemic. For others, over the past year, their 
life situation has changed, and they can no longer attend church functions as they used to. For  
others, the new conveniences of online worship have proven to be more attractive than meeting in 
person. 
 
No matter where you find yourself, I invite everyone to consider, how can you connect with the 
body of Christ? Preferably, how can you connect in person or in some sort of face-to-face ministry? 
Why? It is important for us to meet with the body. In fact, all biblical metaphors for the church are 
in the plural form: a flock, a body, a holy nation, and a building. Long term, we are not wired to 
worship in the confines of our homes by ourselves unless circumstances force us to. As the author 
of Hebrews appealed to his audience to not neglect to meet with the body, spiritually, it is important 
for us to meet with one another as well for encouragement and to build one another up. Not to 
mention, as Lutherans, gathering for Holy Communion plays a central role in the Christian life, 
feeding and nourishing our faith. Lastly, we all have gifts that are given to us to share with the 
church and the world, and our participation in the church helps us use our gifts for the purpose God 
gave them to us.  
 
Once again, with the latest trends, I am very encouraged by all that I have seen while drinking legal 
coffee, and I hope that things can continue to move in the right direction. It is my prayer that the 
church can come out stronger on the other end of all of this, and in many ways, I believe it will. In 
the meantime, let us place our hope in the one who is in charge of the holy catholic church, the Holy 
Spirit. One way or another, he will see us through this and use us for his good purposes. Thanks be 
to God! 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Jason 
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SAFELY  RETURNING  TO  WORSHIP  AND  MINISTRIES 
It’s Slowly Coming! 

 
To the best of our knowledge, NO ONE has gotten the Coronavirus from any interactions at Holy 
Trinity. Thank you for your diligence in slowing the spread of this (hopefully) once-in-a-lifetime 
pandemic! And now, as more and more people are becoming vaccinated for the virus, it’s becoming 
safer to be out and about with other people.    
 
So now at Holy Trinity, our Council has announced the guidance that masks are optional for every-
one during worship and other in-person ministry experiences. We do recognize that the CDC still 
suggests masks for unvaccinated people, but the Council decided to leave that decision up to each 
individual. Some people, whether vaccinated or unvaccinated will still want to wear masks, and 
others do not want to wear masks at all. Our Council feels that as the pandemic is slowly receding 
that these decisions could be left up to individuals. After all, since we are Jesus’ followers and we 
seek to love as he loves us, we trust everyone to make good, loving decisions. 
   
Sharing life together is an important part of following Jesus, and so we are glad that the Covid  
restrictions are easing, and more and more people are feeling comfortable to return to worship and 
other ministry activities! 

KNOWING,  LOVING  AND  SHARING  CHRIST 
To be disciples and to make disciples 

 
A “disciple” is a learner, an adherent, a pupil – a person who learns from Jesus and who follows 
Him in obedience.  Martin Luther used the Greek word theodidactoi to describe who we are as 
Christians: those who are taught by God.  As disciples, we are Christians “taught by God” to follow 
Christ.  In the same way, a disciple-maker is a person who helps another person follow Christ and 
grow in faith.  We are to cultivate opportunities to teach others all that our Lord has commanded — 
to pass on the Gospel witness of the apostles.  Our call is cross-centered.  As Christians, we there-
fore speak of ourselves as “disciples” — forgiven sinners who are taught and transformed by the 
Word in the presence of our Lord Himself, through the power of the Holy Spirit, called to make dis-
ciples until that day when our Lord returns. (LTL_VisionBook-Web.pdf (nalclifetolife.org) 
 
As we enter the summer season of 2021, prayerfully consider how we can continue to grow our  
discipleship in our personal lives with participation in small group ministries, discipleship triads, 
and helping with the many other ministries ongoing at Holy Trinity.  We pray for the Holy Spirit to 
lead us to be faithful followers committed to living and sharing the love of Jesus. 

 

Please join the Personnel Committee in recognizing 

 

Ellie Holloway 

 

June 10 is her 23rd anniversary 

as a staff member of Holy Trinity!!! 

https://nalclifetolife.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/8/2020/08/LTL_VisionBook-Web.pdf
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HOLY  TRINITY  2021  HIGH  SCHOOL  GRADUATES 

 

High School Graduation Sunday, June 6 ~ 11:15 a.m. Worship 
 
Congratulations to all our graduates! Please join us as we recognize these 
young people on Sunday, June 6 at the 11:15 Worship Service. Below is a 
list of our graduates and their post-grad plans. 

Brooke Elizabeth Barnes is graduating from Forestview High 
School. She plans to attend North Carolina State University and 
major in Elementary Education.  
 
Brooke is the daughter of Wes and Kasey Barnes and the  
granddaughter of Harold and Billie Barnes.  
 
 
 
Amanda Marie Godwin is graduating from Forestview High 
School. She plans to attend Gaston College to study for her 
Associates Degree and then transfer to a University to study 
Animal Behavior and Photography. 
 
Amanda is the daughter of Amy and Danny Godwin. 
 
 
 
Grace Elizabeth Young is graduating from Bessemer City High 
School.  She plans to attend Gaston College for one year before 
transferring to Central Piedmont to complete the Dental Hygiene 
Program.  This summer, Grace will work as a Camp Counselor 
with the new traveling Lutheran Camp. 
 
Grace is the daughter of Lee and Pam Young. 

 
Congratulations to all of our 2021 High School and College graduates on  

your hard work and commitment to achieve your goals…  
 

your Holy Trinity family is proud of your accomplishments! 
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DID  YOU  KNOW  THAT  WE  LOVE  TO  SHARE  GOOD  NEWS   
ABOUT  OUR  DISCIPLES??? 

 
Sometimes, we don’t know when you have good news.  You can help us with this by 
contacting Ellie in the church office 704-864-0378 or Anita Stiles 704-718-1738 
with  good news. Thank you!

Holy Trinity has several college graduates to celebrate this year!  
Below is a listing of the graduates and their accomplishments and future goals.   

 
Sydney Elizabeth Allen graduated from the University of North Carolina Charlotte with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Religious Studies and a minor in American Studies and History. 
Sydney lives in Jacksonville, NC and will intern with Group Missions this summer. Sydney is the 
daughter of Lee and Donna Allen. 
 
Taylor Christina Barnes graduated from North Carolina State University with a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in Biology and a minor in Psychology. She plans to attend East Carolina University to re-
ceive her masters degree in School Psychology. Taylor is the daughter of Wes and Kasey Barnes 
and, the granddaughter of Harold and Billie Barnes. 
 
Maren East Webster graduated from the University of South Carolina with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Public Health and a minor in Spanish. Maren lives in Anderson, S.C. and will be working 
in healthcare to earn clinical hours for acceptance into a Physicians Assistant program. Maren is the 
daughter of Pastor Brack and Amy East. 
 
Kendall Garrison graduated from the University of North Carolina at Charlotte with a Bachelor of 
Science degree. Kendall is the daughter of Kavin and Melodie Garrison, and the granddaughter of 
Christine Smith. 
 
Taylor Marie Johnson graduated from the University of North Carolina at Wilmington with a BS 
in Public Health with a Global Health Concentration. Taylor has accepted a position in Wilmington 
with Global Educations Ministries and is planning to be married to Gabe Amey this fall. Taylor is 
the daughter of Alex and Tyann Johnson.  
 
Abigail Lineberry Peche graduated from Gaston College with an Associate of Arts Degree and 
from Hillsong College with a Certificate of Ministry. She is doing an internship at Parkwood 
Baptist Church this summer with their Great Commission team and is also working at a dentist  
office in Belmont. Abigail is the daughter of Stephen and Vickey Lineberry. 
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Summer   
Ladies  Bible  Study 

NEW  STUDY  IN  BACK  TO  BASICS  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  CLASS 

 

Feasts of the Bible 

 

                                                                           Beginning Sunday, June 13 
 

God commanded Moses and the Children of Israel to observe these feasts and holy 
days as memorials to the great things that he had done in their lives.  

These are holidays that Jesus observed all through his life. See how these special 
days point to Jesus as the promised Messiah. Includes Hebrew lettering, 
pronunciation, the Jewish calendar, symbolism, and Bible references for the feasts 
and their New Testament fulfillment. Passover, Unleavened Bread, Firstfruits, 
Shavuot (Pentecost), Rosh HaShanah (Feast of Trumpets), Yom Kippur (Day of 
Atonement), Sukkot (Feast of Booths), Simchat Torah, Hanakkah (Chanukah), and 
Purim. 
 

This study is written by Sam Nadler, a Jewish believer in Jesus, who was brought up in an Orthodox 
Jewish home in Queens, New York.  
 
Please contact Anna Houser (annaplus2girls@gmail.com / 704-813-6560) for more information. 

Featuring Best-Selling Studies by Beth Moore, Priscilla Shirer, Lisa Harper,  
Kelly Minter, and Jennifer Rothschild 

 
Borrowing from best-selling studies by Beth Moore, Priscilla Shirer, Lisa Harper, Kelly Minter, 
and Jennifer Rothschild, explore crucial moments in the lives of five Old Testament figures—
Queen Esther, Gideon, Hosea, Malachi, and Nehemiah. 
 
Strengthen your faith as you walk alongside these larger-than-life figures who all chose to obey 
God no matter the circumstances. 
 
This is a great study for the summer since each week’s study is a standalone study; so, don’t let 
summer travel plans stand in your way from participating. 
 
This is a 5-week study which will begin on Wednesday, June 23 at 6:30pm.  With this study, we 
will resume meeting together in the Lingle Classroom.  Please contact Anna Houser (704-813-
6560 / annaplus2girls@gmail.com if you are interested in participating. Books are available 
through Amazon Prime.   

mailto:annaplus2girls@gmail.com
mailto:annaplus2girls@gmail.com
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A  NEW  HEAVEN  AND  NEW  EARTH  BIBLE  STUDY 
Beginning Wednesday, June 23 

As Christians, what is it that we hope for? If you were to ask this question to different people, you 
will get all sorts of answers, many of which that are not biblical. It’s important that what we place 
our hope in is grounded in what God has revealed to us. Starting Wednesday, June 23, we will begin 
a study that will take a look at the scriptures to find what it is that the Bible points to on that great 
day when Christ comes again to judge the living and the dead, what it is that we hope for, and how 
that impacts us today. Stay tuned for more information! 

YOU’RE  SOMEBODY’S  TYPE! 
Blood Drive ~ Monday, June 28 

     What type are you? SUVS or trucks or sedans? White wine or red wine?  
     Morning or night person? Vanilla or Chocolate ice cream? Coffee or Tea? 
     Coke or Pepsi? 

But look at these types:  A+, A-, B+, B-, O+, O-, AB+, AB-. I’m sure that you recognize that these 
are types of blood. The next question is – Which type are you? The next question is – are you the 
type to give blood. My answer is – I hope you are.   

Our next blood drive is coming up on Monday, June 28 from 3:00 - 7:30 p.m. Won’t you join us 
and share your type with others? Again, Are you the type to give blood? 

Charlotte & John Sautner 
Holy Trinity Blood Drive Coordinators 

JOIN  US  FOR  OUR  JUNE  GET-TOGETHER 
Tuesday, June 15 at 11:00 a.m. 

The next gathering of the SONshiners will be on Tuesday, June 15 at 11:00 a.m. Pastor Libby 
Toler will be our guest and will entertain us with a variety of old time gospel songs. 

We will be serving chicken for our lunch, and are asking everyone to bring a side dish. The cost is 
$5.00 and reservations are needed.  All are welcome to join this fun-loving and sometimes 
traveling group.  Please call or text me at 704-678-1633.  Looking forward to seeing everyone! 

Judy Zander 
SONshiners Chair 



8 

 

 NALC 

COMMON  UNEDUCATED  MEN 
 
Acts 4:13  “Now they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were common  
uneducated men, and they were astonished. And they recognized that they had been with Jesus. 
 
Peter:  Like many of Jesus disciples, Peter was a fisherman. The fisherman of Biblical times were 
most likely gruff and rugged, not socially uppity, with tough weathered skin from being out on the 
water all the time, and calloused hands from hark work. 
 
John:  Jesus called John and his brother James “Sons of Thunder” (Mark 3:17). The Bible does not 
tell us where this nickname came from, but it could refer to their speech, temper or their thunderous 
nature. The most prominent example of this is in Luke 9. A group of Samaritans didn’t welcome  
Jesus into their village, so John and his brother James asked, “Lord do you want us to call fire down 
from heaven to destroy them?” 
 
So what was a “Common Man?” He was an everyday working class man.  He was probably not a 
wealthy man or a man of power. 
 
What was an “Uneducated Man?” A working class man who was probably not formally educated in 
the Jewish religion of the day. Today, a man who has not been formally educated at a seminary. 
 
Peter and John were two Common Uneducated Men, but yet they were two of Jesus” favorite and 
hardest workers in teaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 
Jesus used these Common Uneducated Men to help teach the Gospel. If Jesus can use these men, I 
am sure he can use every man at Holy Trinity to help spread the Gospel. The best way to do this is in 
small groups of 3 or 4 men studying the Bible. We have some wonderful resources to help in he 
study, and I would be more than happy to share some of them with you. 
 
Holy Trinity’s Men’s Ministry will be meeting on the second Friday or Saturday of the month start-
ing in July. June’s outing will be a hike led by John Long. Watch for details… 
 
Bruce Zander 
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June Circle Meetings 

This is a time of fellowship, snacks, a program lead by a Circle member and service projects that 
are for Holy Trinity Disciplines and people in the community. These groups are always open to new 
members.

Circle of Patience: No Meeting in June, July or August

Circle of Goodness: Thursday, June 10 10:00 a.m. Room 25 
Program:   Tess Gibbons 
Hostess:   Carla McMahan 
Card Ministry:   Shirley Anderson 

Thank you to everyone that donated gift cards for the local NALC Disaster Response Warehouse in 
Kings Mountain. These cards will help volunteers buy building supplies and be given to families so 
that they can purchase food and clothing. We will be focusing on the Disaster Response initiative 
again in August and will be collecting supplies to complete 20 flood buckets! More information will 
be available in July. 

With restrictions being lifted, we are working on having some fun events planned so be on the 
lookout for announcements about upcoming events! 

THANK  YOU  TO  EVERYONE  WHO  TOOK   

A  BABY  BOTTLE  HOME ON  MOTHER’S  DAY! 

Bottles are due back Sunday, June 20 – Father’s Day 

Please continue to save your change to benefit Crisis Pregnancy Center of Gaston County. 
Bottles don’t have to be full - no donation is too small!   

If you would like to make a donation by writing a check instead of collecting change, please make 
your check payable to Crisis Pregnancy Center and place it in the donation basket located in the  
Welcome Center or Narthex. 

If you would like a receipt for your donation, please fill out the information which is attached to the 
bottle and include it with your donation. Crisis Pregnancy Center will mail you a receipt. Your 
“change” will help CHANGE minds, hearts and lives in Gaston County.  
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THE  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
 

In the May article to The Herald, the Endowment Team shared with all of you what the 
Endowment Fund is and how it all began in 1986. Now, we would like to share with you 
how the annual distribution into the four areas of ministry is divided. There is a very 
short answer for this; we aim for 1/4 into each of the areas, with a max of 1/2 in any one area. 

 
• Capital Improvements and Debt Reduction -  By being good stewards of the property Holy 

 Trinity has been entrusted with, the area is constantly maintained and improved to offer an 
 inviting worship and available ministry space to members, visitors, and those seeking a 
 home congregation to join in God’s Plan. 

 

• Scholarships for Training -  Holy Trinity recognizes the need for ongoing training and educa-
 tion for those in the areas of full-time service to the church. Enabling servant leaders and 
 rising servant leaders within Holy Trinity to receive additional training and vision enables 
 us all to benefit from their spiritual nourishment. 

 

• Community Outreach –  Holy Trinity is a congregation that is engaged and seeks to remain 
 engaged in serving the needs in the community around us. Outreach is essential to live out 
 a life being lived for God. Serving those around us and ministering to needs is core to who 
 we are as disciples of Jesus and Holy Trinity.  

 

• Missions -  “Whom shall I send? Here I am Lord; send me.” Isaiah 6:8   Not all of us are 
 able to physically be missionaries overseas or even beyond our town but each of us are still 
 key components and sowers in sending and supporting others.  Holy Trinity’s members   
 join in “the going” by supporting youth and adult missions at home and abroad.  

 
We are truly grateful for the ministry opportunities that were provided for by past and present 
member’s contributions to the Endowment Fund.    
 
In God’s Service, 
The Endowment Committee   
 
 
 

 
RESULTS  OF  THE  CONGREGATIONAL  MEETING  ON  SUNDAY,  MAY 9 

Election To Fill Open Positions on Endowment Committee 
 

By unanimous vote at both worship times and online, both Donna Allen and Frank Garrison 
were elected to fill the two open positions on our Endowment Committee. Thank you to all disci-
ples who participated in the voting process. Thank you to Barb Kies and Sarah Waldrop for serv-
ing on the Endowment Committee.   
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COUNCIL  PRESIDENT’S  MESSAGE 
 

Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances: for this is  
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

 
I have a riddle for you. What is the quickest way to quiet a room or to get people to stop looking at 
you? Ask if anyone would like to lead the prayer. I say that jokingly but there is some truth there 
and I include myself in that statement. I’m not sure what makes it so difficult, maybe it’s because 
praying is a personal and private thing and that might be the one time that we truly speak from our 
heart. Maybe it’s because we tend to complicate the simplest things. Or maybe we think that if we 
don’t talk to God about it, or confess it, he’ll never know. There are many reasons why we might 
not be comfortable praying in front of others but let’s make sure we are never uncomfortable pray-
ing to God one-on-one. Through Jesus Christ, we have a direct line of communication to God and 
we should never take that gift lightly. 
 
Did you know that the first prayer started in Genesis 3:8-9? How can that be, in reading it, it doesn’t 
sound like a prayer? It is the first recorded conversion between God and Adam and that’s what  
prayer is, a conversion with God. Our Vivid Description for Uniting in Prayer states, “We know that 
prayer is more than just a signal of a troubled soul; it is love communication between us and God. It 
is foundational and transformational as we seek to become all God would have us to be.” As a  
commentary pointed out, this prayer in Genesis started with God and, “when we feel a need or  
desire to pray, or to set up a disciplined habit of prayer, it is God who has begun that.” God desires  
a deep relationship with us and a relationship involves communication, communication to God and 
communication from God. 
 
At Holy Trinity, “We believe in the power of prayer, we depend on it, and it is our first response in 
all things.” and we know that “God hears both our praise and petitions.” Prayer isn’t just a time to 
ask God for things, it’s a time to ask God questions, let Him know how you really feel, give thanks 
and sit in silence, listening for His response. There isn’t a right or wrong time to pray, you can pray 
at all times, you can pray as you walk, as you drive, as you go into that important meeting, as you sit 
and listen to the birds and even as you fold laundry. God is always listening, and he is ready to  
provide, all you have to do is ask. 
 
I want to propose a challenge, myself included. The next time you are with another person or a 
group and the question is asked about leading the prayer, if you feel any sensation or pulling to say 
something, do it. That sensation is God placing the desire in you and he will lead your words and 
then you’ll realize that there are never wrong words used while speaking with God. 
 
Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 
let your requests be made know to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:6-7 
 
Heather Peoples 
Church Council President 2021 



14 

 

HOW  DO  YOUR  FINANCIAL  GIFTS  GLORIFY  GOD? 
 

16 Three times a year all your men must appear before the Lord your God at the place he will 
choose: at the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the Festival of Weeks and the Festival of Tabernac-
les. No one should appear before the Lord empty-handed: 17 Each of you must bring a gift in  
proportion to the way the Lord your God has blessed you. (Deuteronomy 16: 16-17 NIV) 
 
We see in this verse, three times a year every male was to make a journey to the sanctuary in the 
city, that would be designated as Israel’s religious capital. At these festivals, each participant was 
encouraged to give what he could in proportion to what God had given him. God does not expect 
us to give more than we can, but we will be blessed when we give cheerfully. For some, 10 per-
cent may be a burden. For most of us, that would be far too little. Look at what you have and then 
give in proportion to what you have been given. What is your response to those blessing God has 
bestowed on you? 

 
For those that like numbers… 

 
Noted below we show our April 2021 offerings compared with our monthly budgeted ministry 
plan. Our staff and leaders continue to manage our expenditures. Our church leadership is doing 
their best to be good stewards of our financial resources.  
 

 
 

 
Thank you for your continued support of the ministries of Holy Trinity! 
 
Lee Stadther 
Church Treasurer 2021 

  Month of       
April 2021 

YTD through  
April 2021 

 
       Gifts Received: $45,116 $176,513 

       Budget for Ministries: $49,231 $209,230 

       Difference: ($4,115) ($32,717) 

      

       Previous Year (2020) Comparison: $49,271 $179,498 

       Difference between 2021 and 2020: ($4,155) ($2,985) 
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COUNCIL  HIGHLIGHTS  FOR  MAY 
From the May 17 Meeting 

 
At the May 17th meeting of the Church Council, the following actions were taken: 

 

1.  Noted that nominations of people to serve on the following committees are needed, and asked 
Council to prayerfully consider who might be well-qualified to serve on them:  Memorials, Benevo-
lence, and Finance Committees.   

 

2.  Approved the make-up of the Search Team for the Children’s Ministry Director position.  Ap-
proved presenting a love-gift to Jaimie Cline from the congregation on her last Sunday. 

 

3.  Was updated on the current status of Family Promise ministries and the Resource Connection 
Gateway ministries. 

 

4.  President Heather Peoples asked each committee to report on their meeting/not meeting status 
during Covid time. 

 

5.  Made the decision to make face masks optional for all people, and to continue social distancing, 
during congregational gatherings including worship. 

 

6.  Received an update on the status of insurance on our Endowment Fund. 

 

7.  Received an update on the replacement of the church’s telephone system. 

 

8.  Received an update on the repairs on the white van after its catalytic converter was stolen and 
other problems occurred. 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 

By the time you receive this note, I will have started my summer internship at Advent Lutheran 
Church in North Charleston, South Carolina. This internship runs from June 1 through August 31. 
Their pastor and I have been planning this since late last year, and I am excited to be able to experi-
ence daily parish ministry in a new setting. While this isn’t my official vicarage (internship), this is a 
great opportunity to become familiar with key elements of pastoral leadership, such as preaching, 
worship leadership, and ministry to members. This will also provide an excellent opportunity to help 
jumpstart a life-to-life discipleship model at Advent, something for which Holy Trinity has well pre-
pared me!  
  
While I will miss seeing everyone this summer, this is a tremendous ministry opportunity and I am 
grateful for it! I would certainly appreciate your prayers during this time of pastoral formation. 
Since the congregation is in transition between buildings, I will send my temporary address once I 
receive it. If you are ever in the Charleston area, please let me know! I would love to visit with you, 
and, of course, you are invited to receive God’s gifts in Word and Sacrament at Advent if you are 
down on a Sunday.  
  
My contact information is codyrcarpenter@gmail.com, or 704.674.7340. Feel free to email or call 
anytime! I can’t wait to get back home in September and share all that I have learned this summer! 
 
Your brother in Christ, Cody Carpenter 

mailto:codyrcarpenter@gmail.com
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Our youth wrapped up their SNL schedule until they return in the Fall. God’s blessings to all our 
families as they travel and enjoy the summer after such a long year! 

CHILDREN’S  MINISTRY  NEWS   
 

Volunteers Needed! 
 

Our search team has started looking for Jaimie’s replacement, but in the meantime, we are working 
to continue offering children’s ministry. Whether you have lots of experience or have no idea what 
you are doing, we can use your help and train you! We are looking for folks to help our kids during 
Sunday School or Wee Worship by leading a lesson or just being a supporting presence. If you have 
any questions or would like to volunteer, please see Pastor Jason or sign up in the Welcome Center. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Day Camp for Children Ages K - 5 
Week of July 11 

 
The Carolinas Day Camp is coming to Holy Trinity Lutheran Church to lead a camp in partnership 
with Antioch Lutheran Church and Bethel Lutheran Church. During the week of July 11, we will 
have a team of counselors lead a camp at the church from 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. Monday  - Thursday 
and 9:00 a.m. - Noon on Friday. The week will be full of fun games, creative activities, interactive 
Bible studies, and much more!  
 
If you have a child from the ages of K-5, please grab a registration form in the Welcome Center and 
return it to Pastor Jason. 
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Thanks for the warm hugs I received through your prayers, cards, calls, and visits.  The love I re-
ceived from Holy Trinity was so uplifting! 
      Thanks to all, Tess Gibbons 
 
 

I want to thank you all for the cards, prayers and phone calls I received following my recent hospital 
stay. You are a rich, caring church family that cares for so many.  
      Love In Christ, Marilyn Kosak 
 
 

I’d like to express heartfelt gratitude to my church family who reached out to us during the difficult 
time of my father’s, Donald Branch, illness and his death. The comforting words shared and beauti-
ful cards we received meant so much to me and my family. It’s a pain like no other but knowing oth-
ers were thinking of us and praying for us was comforting and so appreciated.  
      Heartfelt thanks, Bridget Niemeyer and family 



• The Family of Oscar Doster, at his death on 5/21 

• The Family of Ray Sparks, at the death of his sister, 

 Jane Alexander, on 5/27 

• Bob Burleson, following carotid artery surgery on 5/26 

• TJ and Robin Kirby, TJ recovering after shoulder and ankle surgery last week, Robin  

 experiencing heart issues 

• Marty Leonard, beginning nine months of chemo and radiation, to be followed by additional 
 surgery 

• Ken Weatherford, upcoming adrenal gland surgery 

• For God to provide as Holy Trinity seeks a new Director of Children’s Ministries 

• Morgan Bryant, in the Dominican Republic with Filter of Hope. Prayers for her health and
 safety, and for the lives she and her team touch are impacted both physically and spiritually 

• Jim Guffey, recovering at home after hospitalization for issues with kidney and heart 

• Charlene Linsenmayer, for healing of fractured foot and associated pain 

• Fanny McAlister, recovering at Peak Resources following surgery 

• Wanda Christman, regaining strength after viral meningitis 

• For all those affected by Covid-19 

• Homebound: Caroline Banker, Rob Frye, Fanny McAlister, Larry McSpadden, Ann Riggs, 
 Hilda Teumer, Kathy Wallace, Iris Work  

• For our country to grow in ways that value the sanctity of all life 

• For those who do not yet trust Jesus for salvation, and for the Holy Spirit to work in HT  

 Disciples to increase our passion to share Christ with others 

• Theda Haney and son Rob Snead, for healing of Theda’s pain and God’s provisions. Prayers 
 requested by Amy East. 

• Stephanie McMahan, following surgery on 6/1, prayers requested by Carla McMahan 

• For release of Leah Sharibu, Christian teenager held as a slave by Boko Haram  

• Pr. Yousef Nadarkhani, arrested for his Christian witness in a Muslim country 

• Robin Simmons, daughter of Iris Work, for overall health as she recovers from Covid 

• Family & friends actively serving in the military: Jonathan Brinkley, Brett Boyd, Mae Dodd, 
 Mason Fox, Brian Hanna, Tyler Hearn, Andrew Lambert, Luke Saylors 

• For the safety of healthcare workers:  Beth Cook, Melodie Garrison, Kailey Hinds, Lynn 
 Ledbetter, Anna Murphy, Reggie Parlier, Jennifer Sutley and all others 
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Did we miss your birthday?   
 

If your birthday is incorrect, or you have a birthday in June/July and your name is  
not on this list, please call the church office (704-864-0378) and give us the correct information.   

Thank You! 

With special joy, we recognize and celebrate these birthdays in the months of  
June and July.  We are thankful for the life and spirit of the birthdays we celebrate.   

May the blessings of God flow in the life of each of you. 

2 Brooke Barnes, Fred Cloninger 
3 Jimmy Holloway 
4 Layne Rickle 
5 Bill Eaker 
6 Cindy Isenhour 
7 Charlie Black, Bob Kosak 
8 Joshua Young 
9  Evie Heffner, Chevis King,  
 Samantha Thomas 
10 Dennis Christman, Anna Houser 
11 Cissy Belton 
14 Jordan Bryant, Kailey Hinds 
15 Rachel Toelkes 
16 Judy Zander 
17 Charlie Niemeyer 
18 Will Niemeyer 
19 Cody Carpenter, Melodie Garrison 
20 Libby Toler 
21 Brenda Deal, Harrison Frye, 
 Gwen Nenninger 
22 Derriel Link 
24 Trenton Abernathy 
25 Joelee Stroupe 
26 Erin Busler, Brittani Wells 
27 Pam Briant 
29 Linda Anderson, Charlene Linsenmayer 
30  Debbie Gardner 
 
 

 

1 Jaine Burleson 
2 Ellie Holloway, Sally Lemke 
4 Tess Gibbons 
5 Leisa Brown, Lexi Campbell, Dick 
 Dubler, Jared Godwin 
6 Teresa Hawkins 
7 Dontavius McClure, John Siler 
9 Claire Lemke, Ana Mathews 
11 Kerri Luksa, Christopher Sisk 
12 Don Huffstetler 
13 Philip Wyatt 
14 Samantha Kirby 
15 Tia Abernathy, Judy Weatherford 
18 Barbara Kies 
19 Brian Buchanan 
20 Gene Keller  
21 Mike Brunnemer 
22 Ann Riggs, Clark Saylors 
23 Noah Brown 
24 Karen Beam 
27 Helen Bowersock 
28 Jacob Lineberry 
29 Glenn Rupp 
30 Kristi Carpenter, Carolyn Niemeyer, 
 John Waldrop 
31 Jonathan Brinkley, Pat Huffstetler 
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Knowing, Loving and Sharing Christ 

704-864-0378  

www.holytrinitygastonia.org 
 
 

MINISTRY  STAFF 
 

Lead Pastor    Braxton East  brack@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Associate Pastor    Jason Dampier  jason@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Director of Music Ministries  Chris Murphy  chris@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Organist     Dr. John Siler  jsiler4@att.net 
Church Office Administrator  Teddi Daniels  teddi@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Facility & Ministry Administrator  Ellie Holloway  ellie@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Custodian    David Stephens 
Nursery Supervisor   Shaina Hinds/Gracie Bennett 




