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UNIFIED  WORSHIP  SERVICE 

Sunday, January 27 at 10:00 a.m. 
 

    Many people are finding our Unified Worship Services to be joyful times of  

  worshipping God. We have scheduled several of these throughout the year on  

  special occasions.   

 

Our next Unified Service will be held on January 27 at 10:00 a.m., Sunday School at 9:00 a.m. 
 

Also, the Women’s Annual General Meeting will be held during the Sunday School hour. See page 

13 for additional information about this.  
 

Please mark your calendar now, so you come to worship God at the right time on January 27! 

AMY  CARPENTER’S  ORDINATION 

Sunday, January 27 at 4:00 p.m. at Holy Trinity 
  

Where do pastors come from? How does our denomination create them so that  

when we need one we can get one?    

 

That’s not how it works!  Pastors come from within our own congregations. As a congregation 

preaches and teaches the Word of God, and as a congregation is a warm incubator for people to grow 

in faith and share faith, then God touches a few people and gifts them with gifts for pastoral ministry.  

Over time, that person discerns a call from God and begins to prepare for ministry in the wider 

church. 

 

Holy Trinity is one of those incubator congregations, and Amy Carpenter is the most recent person 

among us whom God has gifted for this particular service. Amy has been a faithful disciple among 

us for many years, growing in her faith and service here. A few years ago, Amy felt the call of God 

to serve as a pastor, and in the recent past, she has been in the Candidacy Process of the NALC, at-

tending seminary at Gardner-Webb and Gordon-Conwell. Now, at the end of her internship year with 

Christ the King Lutheran Church in Evans, Georgia, she has been called to be Associate Pastor there.  

Amy will be ordained at Holy Trinity on Sunday, January 27 at 4:00 p.m.  Bishop Bradosky 

will be the presiding minister, and everyone is invited! We’ll celebrate with a reception afterwards. 

 

What a joy to see God at work among us as he is raising up Amy for pastoral ministry. What a joy  

to know that God is using Holy Trinity to help prepare pastors for the future! 
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This month is the season of Epiphany, an often overlooked season in the church calendar. Often, by 

this time, we are hungover from our Christmas and holiday seasons, adjusting to the New Year, and 

we are usually crying out in distress due to our newly discovered lack of self-control by abandoning 

our New Year’s resolutions before we can get through the month of January. 

 

Nevertheless, I invite you all to pause and contemplate the “reason for the season.” During this sea-

son, we celebrate the manifestation of Christ to the world, the Baptism of Jesus, the revelation of his 

glory, and the calling of his disciples. Ultimately, we celebrate the manifestation of Christ in us and 

through us. Through our baptism, we are united with Jesus, and we are given a holy mandate to be a 

witness to Christ every day. Through this work of God, he continues to manifest himself to us and 

through us, bringing the light of Christ to others. 

 

So again, I invite you to contemplate, what is “the reason for the season?” How have you witnessed 

the manifestation of Christ and seen his glory today, this week, this past month or year? Furthermore, 

I invite you to contemplate, how is God calling us to live this holy mandate, individually and as the 

body of Christ? Blessings to each of you during this season of Epiphany. I pray that you may witness 

the Christ glory and share it with others, fulfilling the calling He has given each of us in our baptism. 

 

In Christ,  

Pastor Jason 

ALL-COMMITTEE  MINISTRY  RALLY 

Saturday, February 2, at 9:00-11:00 
 

We will hold a Ministry Rally for all Committees and Ministry Teams on Saturday morning,  

February 2 beginning at 9:00 a.m. Everyone who currently serves on a team or committee, plus  

anyone who is interested in serving, is invited to attend! At this Rally, the Planning Team will  

introduce our Vision Focus for 2019, which will primarily be the “Sharing Faith” portion of our 

seven-part vision for ministry. Over the past few years, we have focused on other elements of our 

ministry vision, and we are now ready to focus on this part of our vision for ministry. 

 

After a large group meeting, each committee and team will meet separately to make plans for the 

coming year. This is a great way to get off to a good start, as well as to keep all our ministries 

aligned in our common vision.   

 

Later this month, there will be more information about how to get connected with a ministry team in 

your area of interest and spiritual gifts. But for now, please reserve this time on your calendar and 

plan to meet with us! 
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HOLY  TRINITY’S  VISION  EMPHASIS  FOR  2019 

“Sharing Faith” 
 

Several years ago, our leaders introduced a seven-part Vivid Description of our Ministry Vision.  

The overall summary of that vision is simply, “Knowing, Loving and Sharing Christ.” But each of 

the seven parts moves us in an intentional direction as we follow Christ. For the coming year, we 

plan to look toward the “Sharing Faith” part of our vision which is articulated as: 

 

Sharing Faith 

As you go…   make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them 

to obey everything I have commanded you.  Matthew 28:19-20 

  

As we grow in faith together in a world that is so often far from God, our hearts cannot help 

but break for those who do not yet know Him. This conviction spurs us to share our faith and 

in so doing, to “make disciples” just as Christ commanded. Thus, we focus not only on know-

ing Jesus Christ ourselves but also on making Him known to others – through our words, our 

actions, and our relationships. Parents disciple children. Workers disciple coworkers. Friends 

disciple friends. Neighbors disciple neighbors. Students disciple students. Mature believers 

disciple those still discovering. Children and youth exuberantly share their burgeoning faith. 

The cycle of disciple-making continues on and on and on as each individual’s faith deepens 

and they, in turn, seek to share their experiences by coming alongside others to make him 

known.  

SONSHINERS  JANUARY  MEETING 
 

The Holy Trinity SONshiners will meet on Tuesday, January 8 at 11:00 a.m. at Ole Carolina  

Country Barbecue in the pr ivate dining room for  their  January meeting. Devotions will be 

presented by Marian Clemmer and will be followed by a program entitled "Sweet, Sweet Memories 

of Holy Trinity Past."  Moderated by Janet Green, it will be a presentation of those who are present 

as they participate in remembering the Holy Trinity events and people who left them with lingering  

memories of growing up in a loving church environment. 

  

Join us for a barbecue lunch, and a time of warm remembrances. 

ALTAR  FLOWER  CHART 
 

The Altar Flower Chart for 2019 is in the Narthex. Please stop by to sign up for any 

dates you’d like to sponsor the flowers, in honor or in memory of someone special! 

There are many opportunities available!  
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YORK  CHESTER  MIDDLE  SCHOOL 

Changing Lives With Love 
               

 During the month of January, we are asking for your donations of: 

  

Youth-sized Boys & Girls Sweatpants and Woman’s Sanitary Napkins  

 

Please place your gifts of love in the York Chester box in the PLC hallway! 

 

NEEDED:  WARM,  CLEAN,  AND  GENTLY  USED  COATS! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Please help us Share the Warmth with others in our community! 

 

Collection Boxes are located in the Parish Life Center. 

GUATEMALA  SPECIAL  OFFERING 

For the Casa Bernabe Orphanage 
 

In March of this year, we will send a team to serve for a week at the Casa Bernabe orphanage near 

Guatemala City. We have developed a relationship there with the children and the staff over the 

past ten-plus years we have been serving them. Not everyone can go on this mission trip, but we 

are opening up a giving opportunity to everyone: 

 

On Sunday, January 20, we will receive a special offering for the orphanage. This offering will be 

used to meet needs of the orphanage which we see when our team is there in March, and also to 

give gifts to the two boys we sponsor, Christoffer and Monolo. Katrina Hinds is our coordinator 

for our sponsorship relationship with the orphanage, and Pastor Brack is leading the trip in March.  

Please contact either one of them for more information about our relationship with Casa Bernabe. 
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HOLY  TRINITY  GIVING  TREE  NEWS 
  

What a great witness!!  You are amazing!! 
 

Because of your love and generosity, the following groups in our community received gifts: 

 

 ~ The Salvation Army of Gastonia  (Angel Tree & Silver Bells Program) 
 

 ~ Adopt a Foster Child/Lutheran Family Services of the Carolinas 
 

 ~  Friends of Holy Trinity  
 

 ~ Monetary donations for the Weekend Backpack Hunger Project for  

    Lingerfeldt Elementary students 
 

 ~ Monetary donations to help sponsorship and gifts for Cristoffer and Manolo at  

    Casa Benabe Orphanage in Guatemala. 

 

 

Thank you Holy Trinity disciples for the ways you show the love of Christ to others!  

 

SUPPORT  OUR  TROOPS 
 

Mitchell Wells, husband of Brittani, is a member  of the Army National Guard and 

is currently overseas on a 9th deployment. His unit is in need of many supplies to 

ensure proper nutrition and sanitation.  

 

We would like to help support these soldiers this year. Please consider helping! 

 

Items they have requested are: wet wipes/baby wipes, dry shampoo, packaged snacks, dehydrated 

foods, dried fruits, meal replacements (no liquids) such as carnation instant breakfast pouches, 

protein bars, powdered peanut butter, etc.  

 

Please bring your donations to Room 24 in the Parish Life Center (this room is located to the 

right of the kitchen). Brittani Wells will be mailing out packages monthly. 

 

If you are unable to shop and would like to make a donation to purchase items or  help offset 

the cost of the mailings, please make checks payable to Holy Trinity, memo: Soldiers, and drop in 

the offering plate or mail to the church office, attention Ellie.  Thank you! 
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HOSPITAL  VISITATION  FOR  JANUARY 
 

        December 23 - January 5  Amy East 

 January 6 - 19    Paulette Brice 

 January 20 - February 2   Marilyn Kosak 

Jo-Carole Carson packed 407 shoe boxes in 2018!!!  WOW! 

 

At the Angel Tree Lighting Ceremony, presented by the CaroMont Regional Medical Center  

Volunteer Auxiliary held on December 3, Kathryn and Evan Peoples lit the tree! 

 

Chris Murphy provided the music for  the Angel Tree Lighting Ceremony! This included  

singing two selections. He was also part of a brass trio which provided music before the ceremony. 

Chris played tuba along with Cornelius Logan (drummer for our Contemporary service band) on 

the trombone, and Kevin Clary (Kings Mountain High School band director) on the trumpet.  

Each month, we send out teams of ministers to bring the bread and wine of Holy 

Communion to our homebound disciples who cannot attend worship with us.   Our 

ministers are sent from the worship service to extend the Sunday morning worship 

experience to the homebound.  After they share the scripture from that morning, 

and also highlights from the sermon, they pray with those they are visiting and 

then share the bread and wine of Communion with them.   

 

The Communion visitation lay ministers for January are: 

 

   Cody Carpenter and Dale Christman 

 

We thank all our communion ministers for sharing the grace of Christ with those 

who cannot come to 805 S. York Street to worship.    

HOME  COMMUNION  MINISTRY  IN  JANUARY 

Loving Our Homebound Disciples 
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MINISTRY  COMMUNICATIONS 
 

Within the office staff, we have a variety of functions which different people do to facilitate 

ministries. The following are the most effective ways to get your ministry communications out to 

the people who need to know:  

 

Announcement in the Worship Bulletin 

Send an email with the wording of the announcement to Teddi Daniels (Office Administrator) and 

Ellie Holloway (Facilities and Ministries Administrator). They each have pieces in the 

communication process. Teddi prepares the bulletin announcements each week. Ellie ensures that 

facilities are ready, activities are included on the church calendar, and schedule conflicts are 

avoided. 
 

 Addresses: teddi@holytrinitygastonia.org 

   ellie@holytrinitygastonia.org 

 

Verbal Announcement at Worship Service   (Either by Pastor or ministry leader)   

Contact Pastor Brack  (call, text, email) before Sunday. 

 

 Addresses:   brack@holytrinitygastonia.org,   704-689-7023 

 

Article in the Herald Newsletter 

Send an email to Ellie Holloway (for facilities and scheduling purposes) and to Anita Stiles (for 

printing in the Herald Newsletter). 

 

 Addresses: ellie@holytrinitygastonia.org 

   stilesba@earthlink.net 

 

Pastor Brack prepares an Index of desired articles for each month’s herald, and emails that list to all 

ministry leaders each month about ten days before the articles are due. Please check this email each 

month! 

 

 

Phone tree Message 

If possible, we ask that you record your message in your own voice. Our office hours are Monday - 

Friday, 9:00 am - 3:00 p.m.  If this is not possible, call or send an email to Ellie Holloway and 

Teddi Daniels about the desired message and intended recipients.  

 

Mass email to the congregation 

Contact Ellie Holloway or Pastor Brack for more information.  
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ENDOWMENT  GRANT  MONEY  NOW  AVAILABLE 

 
Those who received 2019 Endowment Grants may now apply for those monies they were awarded.  

Please see Craig Klutz or Bob Ferguson to receive a check for the charity, committee or  

organization you are representing.  

2019  CHURCH  COUNCIL  MEMBERS  &  OFFICERS 
 

This past Fall we held elections for four people to serve on our Council beginning in 2019.   

The following is our Council for this coming year: 

 

    Through End of December 2019 

     Bill Eaker 

     James Green 

     Joel Henry 

     Reggie Parlier 

 

    Through End of December 2020 

     Pepie Jones 

     Lee Stadther 

     Anita Stiles 

     Bruce Zander 

 

    Through End of December 2021 
     Bob Barnhill 

     Paulette Brice 

     Cody Carpenter 

     Heather Peoples 

 

    Pastors 

     Brack East 

     Jason Dampier 

 

 

The following people were elected at the December Council meeting to serve as our officers for 

the coming year: 
 

    President:   Bill Eaker 

    Vice President: Bruce Zander 

    Secretary: Pepie Jones 

    Treasurer: Lee Stadther 
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COUNCIL  PRESIDENT’S  MESSAGE 
 

Holy Trinity Disciples, 

 

I am humbled, honored, blessed and, frankly, a little anxious about serving as president  

in 2019. I want to start by requesting that each of you pray daily that your council will  

continue to make decisions that keep us focused on being in the center of God’s will.  

I want to thank every former and current council member for their service. I will be relying on 

each of them and all of Holy Trinity’s disciples to help us continue our mission of “Knowing, 

Loving and Sharing Christ.” 

 

My hope is to preserve and enhance the environment here that supports opportunities to know 

Christ by studying the Word, to love Christ by worship and showing His love to our neighbors and 

to share Christ by continuing to encourage open dialogue in the church that better prepares us to 

talk with those outside of the church. 

 

Thank you all in advance for your prayers and support! 

 

Bill Eaker 

Council President 2019 

COUNCIL / LEADERSHIP  RETREAT  FOR  2019 

January 11-12 
 

Each year, our leaders gather for a retreat to begin to plan ahead for the coming year.  This year the 

Council, Program Staff and all Committee Chairs and Ministry Team Leaders are invited. We’ll 

meet on Friday evening, January 11, at the church building for a general orientation to the duties of 

Council members, and a view toward our key direction for the coming year. On Saturday, January 

12, we will meet at Antioch Lutheran Church  (because they have great facilities for this kind of 

meeting, in a beautiful country setting). During the day, we will go deeper into the “Sharing Faith” 

component of our vision statement, and begin to consider how we can incorporate elements of this 

into all our congregational activities. 

 

At Holy Trinity, we believe that God is intentionally leading us to a specific vision for ministry, 

and that God has unique Kingdom tasks for us to do as we follow Jesus as his disciples and as we 

seek to make disciples for him.  This retreat is a time to get away from the normal routine of life, 

and to listen carefully as we seek God’s guidance for Holy Trinity. 
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CHURCH  COUNCIL  HIGHLIGHTS  FOR  DECEMBER 
 

The following actions were taken at the December 17 regular meeting: 
 

1.    A Bible Study on 1 Thessalonians 5 was led by Chris Murphy. 

 

2. New Council members were welcomed to the Council. Although not installed until January,   

      they were invited to this meeting to help select officers for 2019, and to set dates for 2019   

      meeting dates. 

 

3. Officers were nominated by the Executive Committee, and additional nominations were  

      requested from the floor. The following people were elected as the officers for 2019: 
  

 President:    Bill Eaker 

 VP:  Bruce Zander 

 Secretary: Pepie Jones 

 Treasurer: Lee Stadther   
 

4.   Preferences and requests for Committee assignments in 2019 were requested. 
 

5. The 2019 Leadership Retreat dates were advertised, and it was noted that the Planning Team  

       is inviting all Committee Chairs to attend the Saturday portion of the retreat this year. 
 

6.   Briefly reviewed plans for Amy Carpenter’s ordination at Holy Trinity on January 27. 
 

7. Received status reports from each Discipleship Triad on the Council, and heard plans for the 

      near-term future regarding multiplying or continuing as-is. 
 

8.   Received Financial reports from the Treasurer, Lee Stadther. 
 

9.   Received staff reports. 
 

10. Received “Exit Remarks” from the council members rotating off the Council at the end of the 

      year:  Kasey Barnes, Butch Kerns and Stephen Lineberry. Tess Gibbons was absent and not  

      able to give her Exit Remarks.  
 

11.  Reviewed upcoming ministry dates in December, January and early February. 

RESULTS  OF  CONGREGATIONAL  MEETING  HELD  ON  DECEMBER  16 

Purpose of Meeting:  Vote on Proposed 2019 Budget 
 

A Congregational meeting was held prior to each worship service on Sunday, December 16. The 

purpose of the meeting was to vote on the Proposed 2019 budget.   

 

The ballots were counted by the officers of the Church Council. The budget was approved with the 

following results: 
   

    122 YES votes  7 NO votes 
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MISSED  WORSHIP  SERVICES  ON  SUNDAY? 
 

If you miss a Sunday, feel free to mail your gift to the church using your offering envelope which 

can be used as a self-addressed envelope or give online @ www.holytrinitygastonia.org/ and click 

 on the Online Giving* tab. 

 
*Holy Trinity Lutheran Church discourages the irresponsible use of credit cards.  We offer the opportunity to donate by 

credit/debit card as a convenience to those who manage their finances in a God-honoring way. 

HOW  DO  YOUR  FINANCIAL  GIFTS  GLORIFY  GOD? 
 

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with 

whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. (James 1:17 NIV) 
 

We give because God has given to us. God has given us everything (James 1:17). He gave His Son 

to provide for our salvation. He has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in Christ (Ephesians 

1:13). He “richly supplies us with all things to enjoy” (1 Timothy 6:17). Because He has given so 

abundantly to us, we should respond by giving generously back to Him. What is your response to 

those blessings God has bestowed on you? 
 

For those that like numbers… 
 

Noted below we show our November 2018 offerings compared with our monthly budgeted ministry 

plan. Our staff and leaders continue to manage our expenditures. Our church leadership is doing 

their best to be good stewards of our financial resources.  
 

 
 

Thank you for your continued support of the ministries of Holy Trinity, 

Lee Stadther 

Church Council Treasurer 2018 

  Month of 

November 2018 

YTD through 

November 2018 

       Gifts Received: $43,399 $460,461 

       Budget for Ministries: $47,878 $562,571 

       Difference: ($4,479) ($102,110) 

      

Previous Year (2017) Comparison: $36,640 $451,637 

Difference between 2018 and 2017: $6,759 $8,824 

http://www.holytrinitygastonia.org/
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SPECIAL  SAINT 
 

Bob Frye will celebrate his 92nd birthday on February 1! 

He has been a disciple of Holy Trinity for 80 years! 

 

Please help us wish Bob a happy birthday by sending him a card to: 

1228 Churchill Drive, Gastonia, NC  28054 

NALC  NEWS 

2019 - Electing a New Bishop 
 

This year, the North American Lutheran Church will be electing a new Bishop as Bishop John 

Brodosky completes his term in August. This is a very important action in the life of our Church, as 

the Bishop is the spiritual leader of the body. A Nominating Committee will be formed to make 

nominations and to receive nominations. Any congregation may make nominations for the position 

of Bishop, which is open to all ordained ministers of the NALC. 

 

The election will take place at the annual Convocation, which will be held in August. Leading up to 

that time, all churches and members are urged to be in prayer about our next Bishop. For today, 

please pray like this: 

 

Gracious and loving God, you are our good Shepherd, and in you we place our hope and trust. 

Hear the prayer of your faithful people, lead us to one mind and one heart in you, and show us that 

Bishop who will feed and tend your flock. Reveal to us a Bishop filled with the Holy Spirit and who 

will passionately support the mission and ministries of the North American Lutheran church; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

MEN’S  MINISTRY  NEWS 
 

The Men’s Ministry will not be meeting in January but will resume on the first Thursday in  

February (February 7). We will be discussing a location for the 2019 Men’s Retreat as well as other  

activities for the year. Please plan on attending. For questions or comments, please contact Bob 

Barnhill @ 803-240-6103 
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January Circle Meetings 
 

Circle of Patience: Sunday, January 6  3:00 p.m.  Room 25 

   Program:  LaVerne Davis 

   Hostesses:  All members  

    

Circle of Goodness: Thursday, January 10  10:00 a.m.   Room 25 

   Program:  Janet Green 

   Hostess:  Marilyn Kosak  

   Card Ministry:  Sarah Waldrop 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of each month from 4:00 - 6:00 p.m.  

We welcome everyone to join us!! You don’t have to know how to crochet or  knit, someone 

will teach you.   

 

If you have questions about joining this group or if you know someone in need of a prayer shawl, 

please contact Kay Peak. 

Women’s Board Meeting 
 

The Women’s Board will meet on Sunday, January 13 at 3:00 p.m. 

WOMEN’S  ANNUAL  GENERAL  MEETING 

Sunday, January 27 at 9:00 a.m. 
 

All Women Are Invited and Encouraged To Attend! 

 

On Sunday, January 27, the Women of Holy Trinity will hold their Annual General Meeting at 

9:00 a.m. in the PLC Lounge. At this time, we vote on Board Members for 2019. Also, we will 

review what took place with the Women in 2018 and discuss ideas for activities for 2019.  

A Thank-Offering will be received and light refreshments will be provided. 
 

Please join us!   
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Happy New Year!   
 

2018 was a great year for our Holy Trinity children. We learned about  

God’s grace, love and mercy while building relationships and sharing Christ’s 

love with others. The children have worshipped, prayed and laughed together 

all year. As God continues to bless this ministry, we are planning some great  

worship, service and fellowship opportunities for this year and we look forward to sharing these with 

the whole congregation. Our Sunday School classes will continue to focus on the New Testament in 

January and February and our  Midweek Manna classes will focus on how we use our words and 

actions to build other up.     

 

This year is going to be filled with wonderful lessons and activities and I hope you will join us in 

some of our adventures with the children. To all those who make these ministries thrive through the 

giving of your time and talents, thank you so much. The relationships you are building with the chil-

dren makes this ministry more impactful than you know. May each of you find hope, love and the 

blessings of God this year.    

 

In Christ’s Love,   

Jaimie Cline 

  

 

 

Upcoming Events:    
 

January 21:   9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  Winter Day Camp 

 

Crafts, games, bible lessons, weird science, and a trip to George Poston Park to play, hike and have a 

winter lunch picnic. Please pack a lunch and 2 snacks for your child. Drop-off begins at 8:50 a.m. 

and pickup ends at 3:30 p.m. Please contact Jaimie Cline to register by January 13  if your child will 

be attending.   

  

February 2:   5:00 - 6:00 p.m.       Happy Groundhog Day Winter Tubing at Crowders Ridge  

 

We are going snowless tubing again this year. This is an event for the whole family. The cost to tube 

is $13.00/person. Reservations for this event are required so please contact Jaimie Cline as soon as 

possible if interested. Last day to  register will be January 20.    

  

February 20:   6:00 - 7:00 p.m.     1st Children’s Easter Production Meeting and Auditions   

 

We will have 8 rehearsals before the performance in late April. There will be singing and acting 

parts available for all children interested in participating and parts will be assigned after the meeting 

and readings/singing on February 20. Scripts/music will be available for pickup January 20.     
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Youth Dates 
 

    

 January 6 SNL 

    

 January 13 SNL  

    

 January 20 SNL 

                        

 January 27 NO SNL  

Safeguarding Ministry Team  
 

Recently, with the church council’s approval, we have assembled a Safeguarding Ministry Team to 

research and develop a “Best Practices Ministry System” for Holy Trinity. Unfortunately, we don’t 

have to look far to see that our children and ministries are vulnerable to crisis and various forms of 

misconduct that can be devastating to our children, families, volunteers, staff, and the ministry of 

the gospel. This day and age, putting a plan in place for how to react to emergencies and abuse is 

simply not enough. Therefore, we plan to research what we can (and need) to be doing to protect our 

church. 

 

This coming year, our team will look into many different areas of our youth and children’s minis-

tries, including: emergency procedures, appropriate boundaries, screening of volunteers, activity 

waivers, conduct standards, entertainment guidelines, driver regulations, caravan rules, and many 

other aspects of our ministries to ensure that we are doing our part to keep our church safe and se-

cure.  

 

If you have any interest in being a part of this ministry team or would like more information, please 

see Pastor Jason. In the meantime, I ask you all to please be in prayer for this team as they seek the 

Lord’s guidance in spreading the gospel and keeping our youth and children safe. 

 

Pastor Jason 
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OCTOBER  BLOOD  DRIVE  ~  THANK  YOUS 

 

Holy Trinity held its latest blood drive on Monday, October 22 from  

3:00-7:30 p.m.  At this blood drive, we provided 48 pints of blood for the  

American Red Cross. Charlie Brown told us not to miss the opportunity to  

give blood at Holy Trinity, and Snoopy told us to roll on down to Holy Trinity  

and give blood.  52 people chose to take that advice. Snoopy told us to be  

frequent blood dr ive donors.  
 

Many of you are just that - frequent blood drive donors: Donna Allen, Lee Allen, Jerry Campbell, 

Dale Christman, Jason Cloninger, Rebecca Cloninger, Amy East, Marie Ferguson, Becca Jaster, Ste-

phen Lineberry, John Long, Donna Motsinger, Tim O’Donohue, John Ratz, Laurieann Ratz, Lee 

Stadther, Doris Waits and many others. Linus asked for us to support the blood drive. This includes 

ways other than giving blood, and we have many of those: Betty Blalock, Pam Briant, Janet Green, 

Jim Green, Ellie Holloway, Pepie Jones, Rick Jones, Dennis & Cynthia Mercer, Marsha McLamb, 

Carla McMahan, Gwen Nenninger, Martha Sofley, Nancy Sparks, David Stephens, Anita Stiles, Sa-

rah Waldrop, and Pam Young just to name a few. Listed below are those who supported our blood 

drive.  This really is a team effor t.  
 

Our next blood drive is Monday, February 25.  Please take advantage of signing up online!  

       

Luz Albanese   Ellie Holloway   Tim O’Donohue 

Donna Allen   Carolyn Hooper            Kristen Parsons   

Lee Allen   William Howell   Freida Pendleton 

Jennifer Barnhardt  Elizabeth Janaky  Sathiyabama Pillai 

Brenda Biddle   Becca Jaster   Thomas Quick  

Betty Blalock   Pepie Jones   John Ratz 

Debbie Brackett   Rick Jones   Laurieann Ratz 

Pam Briant   Robin Kirby   John Siler 

Jerry Campbell   Tommy Kirby   Martha Sofley 

Dale Christman   Frankie Lewis   Nancy Sparks 

Jason Cloninger   Stephen Lineberry  Lee Stadther 

Rebecca Cloninger  John Long   David Stephens 

Teddi Daniels   Marsha McLamb  Anita Stiles 

Marshall Dilling  Carla McMahan   Gregory Summitt  

Phyllis Dilling   Dennis & Cynthia Mercer John Thomas 

Amy East   Donna Motsinger  Sarah Waldrop  

Jane Falls   Alicia Munson   Minnie Watts 

Marie Ferguson   Richard Munson  William Watts 

Jared Godwin   Darlene Neal   Doris Waits 

Kelly Gold   Shayna Neal   Eric Whitaker    

Don Grant   Gwen Nenninger  Vickie Wiggins 

Janet Green   Angie Nodine   Pam Young 

Jim Green   David Nowell    

Al Hess    Sherry Nowell  
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To all the loving, caring people at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church: 
 Thank you all so very much for your prayers, cards, visits and the other kindness you have 

shown me in my recent health bouts with my back. Your encouragement has certainly been a 

blessing. Y’all are the greatest and I look forward to being back with you soon!  
     God Bless! Ann Riggs 

 

 

Dear Reverend East, 

 Thank you for the generous gift sent to Samaritan’s Purse from Holy Trinity Lutheran 

Church designated for Hurricane Florence relief. We are deeply grateful for your prayers and 

support.   

 Please pray for the ongoing work and for additional volunteers to come alongside and share 

God’s love with those who have lost so much. We want people to know there is a God who is “a 

strength to the needy in his distress, a refuge from the storm” (Isaiah 25:4a). 

 Again, we appreciate your partnership, and may God bless you. 

     Franklin Graham 

 

 

To the Leadership of Holy Trinity Church: 

 During this season of Thanksgiving, the leadership of PAACS (Pan African Academy of 

Christian Surgeons) is reaching out to our most generous and loyal supporters to simply say thank 

you for investing in what God is doing through our organization.  We value your commitment to the 

lost and hurting people in Africa. 

     Best, Sam at PAACS 

 

CHANGING  LIVES  WITH  LOVE - YORK  CHESTER 

 
A very big THANK YOU to the Women’s Ministry, the bakers(!) and all that helped in any way 

with the recent Sweet Treat Campaign benefitting the York Chester T-Shirt Fund. 

 

Thank you to each of you for giving of your time, all the bakers that provided such wonderful 

treats, and the generous donations from our loving Holy Trinity Disciples.  Working together, 

Holy Trinity raised almost $1000.00 - enough to close the gap on the needed funds to pur -

chase a School YC – PRIDE T-shirt for every child at York Chester Middle School. 

 

Ecclesiastes 4:9  “ Two can accomplish more than twice as much as one , for the results can be 

much better”.  The Living Bible 

    Diane George 

    Holy Trinity Contact Person/York Chester Middle School 



If you would like your name or someone else’s name added to the Prayer List, please fill-out a Prayer Card 

during worship or call the church office. Only the hospitalized and grieving members are added automatically. 

 The Family of Helen McSpadden, at her death on 12/30 

 Prayers for safety and the empowering of the Holy Spirit for the two teams going on 

mission in Haiti with Filter of Hope (1/3 - 1/13) led by Morgan Bryant. Participants include 

Rankin Houser and Anna McMahan Houser. 

 Ryan DeFreitas, hospitalized at Levine Children’s Hospital 

 Raymond McAlister, at Courtland Terrace after hospitalization 

 Ann Riggs, following repeat back procedure on 12/26 

 Iris Work, on-going heart issues; 

 Homebound: Caroline Banker, Anne Beam, Mason Carpenter, Ann Keyser, Raymond 

McAlister, Helen and Larry McSpadden, Martha Smith, Bill and Betty Williams 

 For the unsaved, and for the Holy Spirit to work in the spirit of HT Disciples, 

giving us a passion to share Christ 

 Jennifer McLamb, daughter-in-law of Steve and Marsha, with breast cancer 

 Audrey and Skyler, for a job and well-being 

 Dan Rice, extended family member of Cody Carpenter, failing health 

 Family and Friends of Stan Johnson, who unexpectedly passed away last week. 

Prayers requested by Charlotte & Bill Eaker 

 The Family of Jim Michaelenki, who unexpectedly passed away on 12/22 in a hunting 

accident. Prayers requested by Chuck Biddle 

 Paul Sneed, health issues, at Alexandria Place-Gastonia. Prayers requested by James 

Green 

 Missouri Nelson, mother of Annemarie Couture, following surgery on 12/20 

 For release of  Leah Sharibu, a Christian teenager held as a slave by Boko Haram in 

Nigeria  

 Pr. Yousef Nadarkhani (Iran), arrested for his Christian witness in a Muslim 

country 

 Robin Simmons, daughter of Iris Work, for overall health 

 Family & friends serving in the military:  Mitch Wells (Kuwait), Jonathan Brinkley 

(ND), Brett Boyd (TX), Bessie Evans (Japan), Brandon Leslie, Andrew Lambert, Michael 

Gray (Kuwait), Rev. Ryan Davis, Luke Saylors (Iraq) 
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Did we miss your birthday?   
 

If your birthday is listed incorrectly, or you have a birthday in January/February and your name 

was not included, please call the church office (704-864-0378) and give us the correct information.   

Thank You! 

With special joy, we recognize and celebrate these birthdays in the months of  

January & February.  We are thankful for the life and spirit of the birthdays we celebrate.   

May the blessings of God flow in the life of each of you. 

1 Cindy Garrison 

2 Shaina Hinds 

3 Braden Oakes 

6 Frankie Lewis, Fanny McAlister 

8  Gabriel Mathews, Joshua Mathews,  

 Jessica Mathews 

9 Holly Hawkins, Steve McLamb 

11 Rebecca Cloninger 

12 Franz Kellar, Evan Peoples 

13 Joel Henry 

14 Nan Brooks 

16 Craig Kluttz 

17 Will Brittain, Abigail Lineberry 

19 Bob Ferguson 

20 Destiny Lindley 

22 Bruce Garrison 

23 Bill Madden, Barbara Parlier 

26 Susan Kluttz, Carla Oakes, Charlotte 

 Sautner, Sarah Williams 

27 Iris Work 

29 Gary Linsenmayer 

31 John Peoples 

 

1 Lee Allen, Oscar Doster, Bob Frye 

2 Janet Green 

3 John Ratz 

4 Teleena Stadther 

6 Morgan Bryant, Taylor Williams 

7 Nathan Kellar, Debbie Link 

8 Diane George 

9 Charlie Currie, Mark Parlier 

12 Elizabeth Lethermon, 

14 Burgin Lindley 

15 Anne Cloninger 

17 Matt Hayes 

18 Tyler Brown, Alex Price 

19 Harriett Lethermon, Oyebode Orija 

20 Margaret Miller 

23 Maggie Lanier 

25 Katie Rucker 

26 Ken Kies 

27 LaVerne Davis 

28 Dale Brittain, Kristina Wyatt 
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Knowing, Loving and Sharing Christ 
Phone:  704-864-0378 Fax:  704-864-4959 

Website:  www.holytrinitygastonia.org 
 

MINISTRY  STAFF 
 

Lead Pastor    Braxton East  brack@holytrinitygastonia.org 

Associate Pastor    Jason Dampier  jason@holytrinitygastonia.org 

Director of Music Ministries  Chris Murphy  chris@holytrinitygastonia.org 

Organist     Dr. John Siler  jsiler4@att.net 

Children’s Ministry Director  Jaimie Cline  jaimie@holytrinitygastonia.org 

Church Office Administrator  Teddi Daniels  teddi@holytrinitygastonia.org 

Facility & Ministry Administrator  Ellie Holloway  ellie@holytrinitygastonia.org 

Custodian    David Stephens 

Nursery Supervisor   Katheryn Dockery, 

     Shaina Hinds 


