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HOLY  TRINITY  VISION  FOR  2021 
What Will This Year Bring??? 

 
As you know, our Holy Trinity vision slogan is “Knowing, Loving and Sharing Christ.” As  
followers of Jesus, we aim to do this in all our ministries, and in our individual lives. Did you  
know, we also have a “Vivid Description” of our Vision. In that description we have seven vision 
emphases: 

 

   •  Uniting in Prayer 

   

   •  Worshipping Wholeheartedly 

   

   •  Growing in God’s Word 

   

   •  Sharing Faith 

   

   •  Loving Well 

   

   •  Differently Gifted / Equally Created 

   

   •  Changing Lives with Love 
 
For 2021, we aim to focus on two of these: Growing in God’s Word, and Sharing Faith. Our 
“Joining Jesus on His Mission” study is one of our current ways we’re learning and growing in our 
ability to share faith. And, since it “takes a disciple to make a disciple” we are encouraging every-
one in our church to grow in God’s Word by reading it daily, worshiping with us weekly, and by 
studying it with others in Sunday School, Life Groups, Microgroups, etc.   
 
In addition to these two emphases, we also highly value “Changing Lives with Love” and we’ll be 
encouraging all our groups (Life Groups, Sunday School classes, Women’s circles, Men’s ministry 
groups, microgroups, and more) to do some type of social outreach in the world around us as a way 
of “Changing Lives with Love.” 
 
What a JOY it is to follow Jesus, and help others do the same! 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters of Holy Trinity, 
 
As we ended 2020, so many people were breathing sighs of relief and celebrating that 2020 was  
finished. But as we entered 2021, we realized that things were still just as difficult--if not more so.  
COVID-19 rates are actually increasing as the new year begins. Political division seems to be deep-
ening, 
especially as our nation is facing violent, deadly protests in our nation’s Capital and Capitol. On 
statewide and local levels, we’re experiencing much division. We are immersed in unknowns, specu-
lations, distrusts, and more. Things seem to be getting worse instead of better. 
 
But for us as followers of Jesus, we have a hope and a peace that the world can’t give: We have 
God’s Holy Spirit living within us to get us through this worldly life. As we invite and allow the Ho-
ly Spirit to work in us, we can experience: 

 

 -- God’s peace, in the midst of turmoil 

 

 -- God’s wisdom, to guide us through many unknowns 

 

-- Self-control that only the Holy Spirit can provide, to help us deal with others and deal  
    with our own personal issues   

 

-- Joy, that comes from the Holy Spirit within, rather than circumstances around us 

 

-- LOVE, that is the character of God living in us. 
 
Beyond the benefit of God-in-us like this, I’m also learning and practicing another discipleship  
discipline:  Silence before God.  In my personal quiet time with God, I’m learning to quiet my own 
mind and sit quietly listening to God speak to me.  Sometimes the silence is long and difficult. But 
ultimately, God’s Spirit impresses upon me his message that I need for the day.  
 
I encourage you to practice this discipline in your quiet time also. As you step away from the daily 
demands of the world to read God’s Word and spend time with God in prayer, try to intentionally 
quiet your mind so you can sit before the Lord in silence. It’s actually an “active” thing to do, be-
cause it doesn’t come naturally to most of us. But as you do, God will bless you with his presence 
and his peace. 
 
In God’s peace and love, 
Pastor Brack 
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LENT  2021 
Another Pandemic Adjustment 

 
Traditionally, the season of Lent is a very special time for us at Holy Trinity, where we have special 
worship and social times to aid us in our devotion to Christ, especially as we focus on his sacrificial 
love for us. Lent 2021 will still be a special time for us, but we’ll have to make some adjustments 
for COVID-19 safety. We ask that you sign up in advance. Here are our plans at this time: 
 
Ash Wednesday We will have two in-person services for the imposition of ashes:  
 12:00 noon and 7:00 p.m.  
 Ashes will be distributed using a fresh swab (Q-tip type) for each person. 
 
Wednesdays in Lent We will have Evening Prayer each Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.  
 The services will be held in-person in the Nave, and also broadcast via the 

internet.  
 
Holy Week Services We are still developing plans for these services; we’ll let you know the 
 details soon.      

GASTON  COUNTY  BACKPACK  WEEKEND  FOOD  PROGRAM 
2021 Fundraiser 

 

The annual fundraiser for the Gaston County Backpack Weekend Food Program will be held as a 
virtual event this year. The event, called “Dining at the Chef’s Table,” is usually held in-person 
where a nice meal is served and many giving opportunities, such as raffles and silent 
auctions, are offered.   
 
Here are the details for this years (virtual) event: 

 

Date:    Saturday, February 20 
Meal:   A delicious, multi-course meal prepared by Gaston Country Club and  
 delivered to your home. (This includes a bottle of wine!) 
Ticket Cost: $150.00 
 
Would you like to participate? Go to the Backpack Weekend Food Program website:  
https://www.bwfpgc.com/events/dining-at-the-chefs-table/ and follow the instructions. You can  
order a ticket, see the menu, and purchase raffle tickets for some nice items. It’s all for the purpose 
of raising money to help feed needy children in our schools. 
 
Holy Trinity has a strong history of support and participation in this God-inspired ministry. Please 
help us continue! 

https://www.bwfpgc.com/events/dining-at-the-chefs-table/
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BLOOD  DRIVE  COMING  IN  FEBRUARY 
Monday, February 22 ~ 3:00 - 7:30 p.m. 

 
Our next blood drive will be held on Monday, February 22 from 3:00 - 7:30 p.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall.  1 Corinthians says “And now these three remain: faith, hope, and love. But the greatest of 
these is LOVE.”   
 
One of  the greatest ways to show your love for others is to give the gift of life: blood.  Please sign 
up on line or call me at 704-860-3399 and I will sign you up. 
Looking forward to seeing you there! 
 
Charlotte Sautner 
Blood Drive Coordinator 

 

 
Please help us Share the Warmth with our neighbors this winter! 

 
Needed:  WARM,  Clean and Gently used Coats. 

 
(No raincoats, sweatshirts or lightweight jackets, please.) 

 
The collection box is located in the Parish Life Center. 

“SOUPER”  BOWL  SUNDAY 
Sunday, February 7 

 
February 7 is “Souper” Bowl Sunday!!  No, we are not talking about the Bills and the Packers 
(Pastor Jason’s prediction at the time of this article since Patrick Mahomes is reportedly in concus-
sion protocol). We are talking about Crisis Assistance Ministry and Lutheran World Relief!  
 
We invite you all to bring a special offering that day, and following both services, we will have 
several of soup bowls/pots for you to put your offering in. All monies collected will be split between 
CAM and LWR to help local and global ministries. Please help us fill them up! 
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HOLY  TRINITY  LUTHERAN  CHURCH  FAVORITES 
A Recipes & Scriptures Book 

 
Exodus 10:9 Moses said, “We will go with our young and our old. We will go with our sons  

and daughters and with our flocks and herds, for we must hold a feast to the Lord.” 
 
As an opportunity for our children to work together in a creative fellowship, we have decided to put 
together a collection of recipes and scriptures from Holy Trinity disciples. We are continuing to  
collect recipes and scriptures for our HTLC Favorite Recipes & Scriptures Book. This is an activity 
for the entire congregation to participate in that will have a wonderful impact on our children. I am 
asking anyone and everyone who has a favorite (or several favorite) recipe(s) to email me or write 
down the recipe(s) to be included in this book. I would love for you to include a scripture that you 
love as well and any stories of why the scripture speaks to you or why the recipe is special.  
 
This is a great opportunity for our youth to get to know our church members in a very important 
way.  Food brings families and friends together in a way that few other things can. The kitchen is 
said to be the heart of the home and being able to relate to others by recreating their favorite dishes, 
reading their favorite scriptures or hearing a story about what makes these things special to them 
helps us unite our children with our church family. Though we are moving towards better times, 
right now, we (and especially our children) aren’t really able to fellowship with the church in the 
manner to which we are accustomed. Any opportunity to connect with and understand even a little 
about others in our congregation is important. This collection of recipes, scriptures and stories will 
be available digitally to our congregation. The children will have opportunities throughout the year 
to cook some of your dishes and we will be reading the scriptures and stories as we do so. You can 
choose to submit as many recipes as you like in as many categories as you like. You can also submit 
scriptures or stories without recipes with just a description of your favorite dish or meal.   
 

Recipe Categories: 
Appetizers, Soups & Salads, Entrees, Casseroles, Sides, & Desserts 

  

I look forward to seeing (and trying) your favorite recipes and getting to know you better through 
your scripture choices and stories.  
 
Jaimie Cline 

Children’s Ministry Director 
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Every serious believer longs to summon up the kind of boldness and faith that can stand firm on 
Mount Carmel and pray down heaven into impossible situations. Yet few are willing to go through 
the process required to get them there. Strength of faith, character, and boldness can only be shaped 
in the hidden fires of silence, sameness, solitude, and adversity. Those who patiently wait on God in 
the darkness emerge with their holy loyalty cemented, their courage emblazoned, and their confident 
belief in Him set afire. 
 
Join us via Zoom on this 7-session journey led by Priscilla Shirer through the life and times of the 
prophet Elijah to discover how the fire on Mount Carmel was forged in the valley of famine. And 
how the emboldened, fiery faith you desire is being fashioned by God in your life right now. 
 
If you are interested in participating, please sign up by contacting Anna Houser at 704-813-
6560 or annaplus2girls@gmail.com.   

Ladies’ Bible Study 
 

7-Week Study beginning  
Tuesday, February 2 at 6:30 p.m. 

JOIN  US  AT  OUR  NEXT  SONSHINERS  MEETING 
Tuesday, February 9 ~ 11:00 a.m. 

 

In January, we enjoyed Pizza and Salad with Bingo with lots of prizes won. Our next event is  
scheduled for Tuesday, February 9 at 11:00 a.m. at Holy Trinity.  The meal will be catered by 
O’Charleys, followed by a musical program by Brian McCarn – One Man Band. Everyone is asked 
to wear something red. 
   
An e-mail blast will be sent out as we get closer to the date with meal choices. The cost is $10 and 
reservations are needed. All are welcome to join this fun-loving and sometimes traveling group.  
Please call me at 704-678-1633 or email jzander5@att.net. Looking forward to seeing everyone! 
 
Judy Zander 
SONshiners Chairperson   

mailto:annaplus2girls@gmail.com
mailto:jzander5@att.net
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FEBRUARY  CIRCLE  MEETINGS 
 

Circle of Patience: Sunday, February 7  3:00 p.m.   Room 25 
   Program:   LaVerne Davis 
   Hostess:    Anita Stiles 
    
    
Circle of Goodness: Thursday, February 11 10:00 a.m.  Room 25 
   Program:   Carla McMahan 
   Hostess:   Tess Gibbons  
   Card Ministry:  Marilyn Kosak 

SHOWING  OUR  SCHOOL  STAFFS  LOVE 
Please Bring Your Donations By Sunday, February 14 

 
Women’s Ministry Missions will be “showing love” to the staffs of York-Chester Middle School 
and Lingerfeldt Elementary! We are asking for your help by donating treats. Due to COVID  
restrictions, snack items must be purchased and individually wrapped. Here are the items we need: 
  

⁕  Snack bags of cookies, chips, crackers or popcorn 
⁕  Individual trail mix packets 
⁕  KIND bars 
⁕  Rice Krispy treat bars 
⁕  Dove chocolates or Hershey Kisses (Valentine wrapped if possible!) 
⁕  We are also looking for cartons of Diet Coke/Coke Zero, Dr. Pepper and Cherry Sundrop to 
    stock their refrigerators.  

 
The donation table will be located in the PLC Hallway through Sunday, Feb. 14. Thanks for help-
ing us thank our school staffs for the amazing job they are doing!  

HOLY  TRINITY  WOMEN  -  SAVE  THE  DATE 
Paint Party - Saturday, March 13 

  
Women's Ministry is hosting a paint party Saturday, March 13, 9:30 a.m. - Noon. Little Bit Studios 
will supply your choice from 3 Easter Door Hangers and supplies provided for only $25.00. We'll 
fellowship social distance style or you can pick up your project and complete it at home.  
Reservations are required. Sign up is available on the Holy Trinity website. Hope you can join us for  
fellowship and fun - no experience required.  
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HOLY  TRINITY  BENEVOLENCE  PLAN  FOR  2021 

NALC Denominational Support  
 North American Lutheran Church – financial support for annual operations 11,000 

 Carolinas Mission District of the NALC – financial support for annual operations 2,000 
Education/Seminary/Camping      
 NALC Theological Education Designated Fund 2,000 

 Department of Lutheran Studies at Gordon Conwell Theological Seminary 2,000 
 Laurel Ridge Camp (Laurel Springs, NC) 1,000 

Distant Ministries  
 Gospel Missionaries  
  Africa Inland Mission 1,500 

  NALC Great Commission Society  2,000 
  India Transformed 1,000 
 Hunger Relief  

  Lutheran World Relief 2,000 
  Rise Against Hunger 3,300 
  Water Mission 500 
 Disaster Relief  

  Samaritans Purse - for 2021 needs 2,000 
  NALC Disaster Relief 2,000 
 Other  

  Matthew 25:40 – Ministry to the poor in Guatemala 1,500 
  Military Biblestick (Faith Comes By Hearing) 850 
  The Voice of the Martyrs 500 

  Lutherans For Life 1,000 
  Casa Bernabe - Guatemala 1,000 
  Undesignated Distant Ministries: For future needs/opportunities in 2020 3,825 

Local Ministries  
 Gospel Missionaries  
  New Hope (Irmo, SC) 1,000 

  Joy Mission Church (Lexington, SC) 1,000 
  Immanuel (Sumter, SC) 1,000 
 Hunger Relief  

   Backpack Weekend Food Program – designated for Lingerfeldt Elem. 4,000 
  Holiday Meals -  Indigent families 500 
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COUNCIL  &  MINISTRY  TEAM  LEADERS  FOR  2021 
 
Each year with our new Council, we connect a Council member with each ministry team or commit-
tee.  Here are the leaders and representatives for this year: 
 
       Ministry Team   Council Member  Current Chair 

 

Care Ministry   Carolyn Niemeyer  LaRae Campbell 
Children’s / Youth Ministry  Cody Carpenter      
Communications   Grant Sparks      
Congregational Life   Debbie Long    Anna Houser 
Discipleship   Nancy Faulkner   
Endowment    Heather Peoples     Barb Kies;     
Finance    Bob Barnhill   Bob Kosak 
Outreach—Global   Chuck Biddle 
Outreach--Local   Charlotte Eaker  
Personnel    Carolyn Niemeyer              Anna Houser 
Planning / Visioning  Carla Oakes    
Property    Tim O’Donohue  
Welcome Team / Hospitality Debbie Long   Donna Allen 
Worship and Music   Gene Keller 

 
For the committee and teams that don’t have a current chair, the Council person will be working 
with the team and others to raise up a new leader. 

This Benevolence Plan represents 10% of the anticipated offerings for 2021  
and was approved by Church Council. 

 Housing/Homelessness  
  Family Promise of Gaston County – assistance for homeless families 1,500 

  Salvation Army Shelter 1,500 
  Camp Centurion, Gastonia - supportive housing for veterans 1,000 
 Crisis Ministries  

  Crisis Assistance Ministry (CAM) of Gastonia 2,500 
  Crisis Pregnancy Center of Gastonia 1,500 
  The Cathy Mabry Cloninger Center-A domestic violence center 1,500 
   Gaston Literacy Council 1,000 
  On Eagles Wings (Concord, NC) 1,000 
 Other  

  Undesignated Local Ministries: For future needs/opportunities in 2020 3,975 
    

TOTAL 63,950 
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COUNCIL  PRESIDENT’S  MESSAGE 
 
As you go…make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and  
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded  
you. Matthew 28:19-20 
 
This year, I would like to focus on the Vivid Description for Holy Trinity, starting with “Sharing 
Faith.” Jesus commands us to “make disciples of all nations” and teach “them to obey everything I 
have commanded you.” Sounds easy enough. So why is this so difficult for us?  
 
There are a variety of reasons why sharing our faith with others is often difficult for us to do, but 
maybe one of the main reasons is because we have not been trained on how to disciple. Discipling 
others, or teaching others, requires us to first know Jesus Christ and then to be in relationships with 
other people. By knowing Christ, we know what he has commanded us and we know the impact 
that he has had in our individual lives. Next, we need to share this with those people in our neigh-
borhoods. This is where we tend to need help, if only we had someone to look to for guidance… 
 
Good news, we do and it is Jesus himself! In Joining Jesus on His Mission, we learned about our 
neighborhoods and how to be more aware about the work that Jesus is already doing within those 
neighborhoods. In Joining Jesus Show Me How, we are going to learn how to disciple our neighbors 
in the same way that Jesus discipled. Jesus discipled, or taught, everyday people within their every-
day lives. After he discipled those first people, they then discipled others and the Church grew into 
what it is today. 
 
I don’t know about you, but I am looking forward to being discipled by Christ and then using his 
teachings to go and make other disciples. I know that this will require practice and obedience, but I 
also know that “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” 
 
Heather Peoples 
Council President 2021 

In a year when so many of our traditions were not COVID-19 compliant, Holy Trinity found a way 
to adorn our worship spaces with our three Chrismon trees. Many thanks to all who helped decorate 
the PLC, the Nave and the side yard for Advent. Thank you to those who assembled the trees, 
fluffed and decorated them after worship. Thank you to those who gave their time and energy to 
remove and lovingly package the Chrismons to protect them for next season.  A special thank you to 
those who removed the trees and repackaged so they can be preserved for another year. Many 
thanks to those who assembled the Nativity and afterward carefully returned the figures back to 
their storage area - no small task for these life-sized pieces! Once again, our amazing disciples have 
done a “tree”mendous job!  Thank you! 
 
Pepie Jones 
Council Liaison, Worship & Music Committee 2020  
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COUNCIL  HIGHLIGHTS 
From the January Meeting of the Council 

 
At the Church Council’s regular business meeting on January 18, the following  
actions were taken: 
 
1.   Approved minutes from the December 14, 2020 and January 9, 2021 meetings. 
 
2.   Began the process of signing up for individual meetings with Pastor Brack to talk about personal 
discipleship disciplines, and also committee responsibilities. 
 
3.   Decided to hold the “Souper Bowl of Caring” on February 7, and designated the offerings to go 
to Crisis Assistance Ministries and Lutheran World Relief. 
 
4.   Asked the Communications Committee to research and recommend a method for keeping elec-
tronic records of Council minutes. 
 
5.   Discussed a plan for creating Continuing Resolutions in our Bylaws describing the functions and 
duties of each committee and ministry team. 
 
6.   Distributed the schedule for “Council Person of the Month” and reviewed responsibilities. 
 
7.   Approved Anna Houser as the chair of the Personnel Committee for 2021. 
 
8.   Discussed a motion from the Endowment Committee to investigate ways of protecting the     
Endowment assets in the case of legal liabilities. 
 
9.   Decided to make a $500 gift from the Local Undesignated Benevolence Fund to Mt. Zion Resto-
ration Church to assist with getting a new freezer for their community food outreach ministry. 
 
10.  Authorized up to $500 to be used to purchase/install a new TV in the Youth Room. 
 
11.  Received an update on the sale of the Cramer Mountain property that the papers are in progress 
and closing is scheduled for the end of January. 
 
12.   Received a status report from the Communications Committee on the replacement of the 
HTLC telephone system which is currently inoperable.    
 
13.   Pastor Brack asked for an update from Council members regarding new discipleship micro- 
groups which they are forming at this time. 
 
14.   Received various financial reports from the Treasurer. 
 
15.   Received pastors/staff reports. 
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FINANCIAL  HEALTH  OF  HOLY  TRINITY  
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER 31, 2020 

 
And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough  

of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work. (2 Cor. 9:8 NRSV) 
 
Holy Trinity has reason for Celebration! GOD is Good! God continues to work through us, his disciples. It is 
revealed by our 2020 giving to His church that we have chosen a deeper relationship with God as we all grow 
in discipleship. Let’s rejoice and celebrate! 
 

I am pleased to report that our GIVING was very generous. For December, receipts were $75,186.83 giving us 
total receipts for the year of $564,838.61.  We also gave away $56,483.86 in Benevolence due to the blessing 
we received in 2020. The Endowment Fund made awards of $112,400 for capital expenditures, training and 
scholarships, local and global outreach, and missions in our community and throughout the world. 
 

For 2020, the congregation approved a ministry budget that was a step-in-faith to revitalize Holy Trinity’s  
mission; To Know, Love and Share Christ, and to answer God’s commission to “Go and make disciples for 
Christ.” The Church Council and Finance Committee felt it would take several years for Holy Trinity to grow 
into a $600,000+ budget with most of this budget growth coming from the employment of qualified and  
dynamic ministry staff and from aging facilities. 
 

As we approached the 2018-year and again in 2019, special and significant gifts were made to assist with the 
transition of growth in our ministry personnel, for capital repairs and for ministry that may arise. The Church 
Council set aside and applied these gifts to meet these objectives. God is good, and His work is being done 
through His disciples. 
 

In March 2020, the world, our community and Holy Trinity Lutheran Church were hit hard with the coro-
navirus pandemic. This pandemic was going to result in social and economic disruption. It was going to 
affect the way our congregation interacted with each other, how we were going to keep staff employed and 
how we would continue to worship corporately.  The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act 
(CARES Act), the largest federal relief package in U.S. history, was signed into law on March 27, 2020, in 
an attempt to counteract the disruption to the economy caused by the COVID -19 outbreak. The aid was 
made available to nonprofits; including churches. Your leadership felt that Holy Trinity should take  
advantage of the aid from the Cares Act. We wanted to keep our staff employed with no or little disruption. 
We expected financial challenges in the form of reduced receipts and additional costs from helping those in 
need. Holy Trinity was awarded a Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) Loan for $78,862.00 on April 19, 
2020. The preliminary application provides us the expectation for this loan to be forgiven and converted to 
a grant in early 2021. 
 

The financial reporting for the year ending December 31, 2020 has not been finalized as of the time this article 
is being written. We are far enough into the preparation of the year-end statements to conclude that our finan-
cial health is good! Celebrate and give thanks for the work that God is doing through us! 
 

Year-end 2020 Highlights 
 

•   Gifts received for the 2020 year were $564,838.61. 

•   Gifts received in 2020 were $3,842 greater than gifts received in the previous year.  

•   Disbursements in 2020 are being estimated to be about $30,000 greater than the gifts received resulting in a  
deficit. This deficit is being reduced by using a proportion of the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) 
Loan / Grant of $78,862.00. 

•The accumulated Surplus will be left with a balance $10,500 by using of a proportion of the Paycheck Pro-
tection Program (PPP) Loan / Grant for $78,862 to offset the 2020 deficit . 
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For those that like more numbers… 
 

Noted below we show our gifts received December 2020 and for the Year 2020 compared with our monthly 
budgeted ministry plan. Our church leadership is doing their best to be good stewards of our financial re-
sources.  

 
 
 
Noted below we show our estimated expenses incurred to date for the Year 2020 compared with our budgeted 
ministry plan. Our staff and leaders continue to manage our expenditures and be good stewards of our financial 
resources.  

 
As you read this summary, our Church begins a new financial, calendar year with a faithful and prudent minis-
try plan for 2021. The congregation approved a 2021 Ministry Budget plan totaling $639,997. As we move 
through 2021, I invite you to consider your response to God’s grace to your life and what you are giving back 
to His glory! We are fully staffed in 2021 and have tremendous work to be done. Our ministry plan is one-way 
God works through Holy Trinity to serve the community and the world. I would encourage each member of 
our congregation to continue to make your commitments earlier as we have much work that needs to be done 
in the New Year. 
 
For the last few years we, as individuals, have been growing significantly in faith and discipleship. We have 
begun the next step in the process of growing as a discipleship and disciple-making church to become more 
skilled and comfortable in sharing Jesus with other people. As we move into 2021, I ask you to continue to 
pray for the financial strength of our Church and for the Holy Spirit to stir in us the joy of sharing our faith and 
inviting others to be a part of our community of disciples of Jesus. 
 
You can help improve our financial position by keeping current on your offerings. If you miss a Sunday, 
feel free to mail your gift to the church using your offering envelope which can be used as a self-addressed 
envelope or give online @ www.holytrinitygastonia.org/ and click on the Online Giving tab. 
  
Thank you for your continued support of the ministries of Holy Trinity. 
Lee Stadther 
Church Treasurer 2020  

  Month of 
December 2020 Year 2020 

       Gifts Received: $75,187 $564,839 

       Budget for Ministries: $48,905 $635,760 

       Difference: $26,282 ($70,921) 
 

       Previous Year (2019) Comparison: $74,237 $560,997 

       Difference between 2020 and 2019: $950 $3,842 

  Budget 2020 Actual 2020 

       Summary of Expenses to Date:     

       Personnel $414,420 $411,219 

       Property Expenditures $116,452 $108,525 

       Other Expenditures $104,888 $  75,527 

       Total $635,760 $595,271 

http://www.holytrinitygastonia.org/
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ENJOY  THE  CONVENIENCE  OF  ELECTRONIC  GIVING!  

THE  SIMPLY  GIVING®  PROGRAM 

 
Holy Trinity wants to remind you that we offer electronic giving as a convenient way to automate 

your regular offerings. Electronic giving through The Simply Giving® Program, offers convenience 

for individual congregation members and provides much-needed donation consistency for our 

church.  With this electronic giving program, you can easily set up a recurring giving schedule or 

make one-time contributions. 

 

We encourage you to set up a schedule of recurring contributions. If you are currently giving on a 

weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 checks a year or prepare 52 envelopes. Even 

when travel, illness or other circumstances prevent you from attending services, our church will  

continue to receive your contributions on an uninterrupted basis. 

 

Electronic Methods Available: 

 

Direct Debit Giving or Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) is used to automatically transfer 

funds from your checking or savings account to the church’s bank account. 

 

Credit & Debit Card Giving lets you make offerings automatically on a pre-determined 

schedule using a credit or debit card. 

 

Online Giving lets you go to www.holytrinitygastonia.org and click on the Online Giving* tab 

at any time to set up an automatic donation plan, change your donation plan, make a one-time 

donation or view your online donation history. 

 
To become an electronic giver, contact the church office for an enrollment form.  Forms are 
available in a hard copy format or by email.  The authorization form can also be found on the 
church’s website. 
 
*Holy Trinity Lutheran Church discourages the irresponsible use of credit cards. We offer the  
opportunity to donate by credit/debit card as a convenience to those who manage their finances in a 
God-honoring way. 
 
 

Want more information about The SIMPLY GIVING® Program … 
 
Through the Simply Giving® program, your gifts are made through a pre-authorized withdrawal 
from your bank checking/savings account or your credit/debit card. You determine the frequency  
of your automatic gift – weekly, semi-monthly, or monthly – the option is yours. Your gift is  
deposited into Holy Trinity’s bank account on the same day it is withdrawn from your account.  

http://www.holytrinitygastonia.org/
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Benefits 
 

The Simply Giving® program is a reliable, safe way to move your stewardship plan into action. It 
allows you to share your gifts through planned giving and activates your generosity into ongoing 
stewardship. Because your gift is given consistently, you won’t need to play “catch-up” at year-end 
or worry about forgotten checkbooks or missed Sunday offerings. But you’re not the only one that 
benefits. Holy Trinity benefits from steady, more predictable revenues throughout the year, more 
efficient bookkeeping, and greater confidence in meeting our financial commitments. 
 

Questions and Answers 
 
Q: Do you have to be a member of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans to participate in the 
Simply Giving® program?  
A: No. This program is available to anyone who wants to contribute to Holy Trinity using direct 
debit giving or credit/debit card giving.  
 
Q: Are there any fees involved with the program?  
A: No. There are no fees charged to you.  Holy Trinity pays a small fee for the service. 
 
Q: What is the minimum amount a person may have withdrawn for a contribution?  
A: $5.  
 
Q: Can contributions be directed to specific funds within the church?  
A: Yes. Contributions can be directed to the general fund or designated funds in the church (i.e. 
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund, Capital Campaign, Missions).  
 
Q: Can participants make a temporary stop payment or change the amount that is being 
withdrawn from an account?  
A: Yes. Participants can suspend, change or stop withdrawals by contacting Jim Warren (704-854-
8201) of Warren & Associates. Jim and his firm provide financial and recordkeeping services for 
Holy Trinity. Changes should be requested at least five business days before the transfer is sched-
uled to take place.  

Q: How do participants in the Simply Giving® program participate in the weekly  
offering? 

A: The best way is to simply write “Simply Giving” on your offering envelope and place in the 
offering plate. 
 
Q: How do I participate? 
A: Complete the Simply Giving® program Authorization Form and return it to the church office or 
mailed it directly to Jim Warren, Warren & Associates, P.O. Box 1871, Gastonia, NC 28053. If 
preferred, the form can be faxed to Jim’s office at (704) 854-9754. The Simply Giving® program 
Authorization Forms are available in the church office. 
 
Let Simply Giving® help you build better stewardship by turning a simple choice into a  
generous response. 
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CHILDREN’S  MINISTRY  NEWS  FOR  FEBRUARY 
 
Happy Heart Month! The new year is moving in a positive direction at Holy Trinity and we are 
looking forward to the changes this year will bring. This month the children’s ministry will partici-
pate in an Acts of Love weekend. We will be making Valentine treat bags for families at the Cathy 
Mabry Cloninger Center to share a little hope and love.  We would love for the whole congregation 
to participate. If you would like to donate treats or Valentine cards, please leave them in the church 
office for Jaimie.   
 
We are happy to announce that the nursery will be reopening Sunday, February 7 for children 
6 weeks to 3 years old. If your child will be attending the nursery, please sign your child up on our 
website for the church service you will be attending.  We ask that anyone dropping off or picking up 
a child wear a mask while in the building. We have setup the nursery to ensure the safest possible 
environment for our infants and toddlers. We will also be providing a toddler worship time with 
songs and bible story time during each service.   
 
The NALC is kicking off our first day camp program this summer!  It will be a 5-day camp 
hosted by our local churches and we are excited to offer this opportunity for our Elementary and 
Middle School kids.  The theme for this year is Heroic and will include activities, games and lessons 
that teach kids about the super power God gives to his people.  God has allowed people with no  
particular greatness to do mighty things throughout history by allowing them to use His great power 
and strength.  From Moses and Abraham to Peter and Paul, to missionaries and children today, God 
can do great things through us when we allow Him to be at the center of all we do. We will joining 
other NALC churches in our community for this adventure, which will give our youth an excellent 
opportunity to build relationships with other youth in the community.  Additional details about the 
dates, registration and activities for this year’s camp will be posted in the bulletin and on our  
website in the coming weeks. So stay tuned for more information! 
 
Jaimie Cline 
Children’s Ministry Director 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
February 7   8:30 & 11am: Nursery reopens for infants and toddlers 
 

February 13-14 Collecting and putting together Valentine Treat Bags for Cloninger Center 

   families.  
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SPECIAL  SAINT! 

   

Rob Frye will celebrate his 94
th

 birthday on February 1. 
Rob has been a member of Holy Trinity for 81 years! 

 

1351 Robinwood Rd., Apt. B -153; Gastonia, NC  28054 
  

Please help us wish Rob a happy birthday by sending him a card! 

YOUTH  MINISTRY  NEWS  FOR  FEBRUARY 
 

February SNL Schedule 
 

 February 7  SNL 
 February 14  SNL 
 February 21  SNL 
 February 28  Group Activity 
 
 

 
Souper Bowl Sunday 

 
February 7 is Souper Bowl Sunday!! No, we are not talking about the Bills and the Packers (my 
prediction at the time of this article since Patrick Mahomes is reportedly in concussion protocol). 
We are talking about Crisis Assistance Ministry and Lutheran World Relief! We invite you all to 
bring a special offering that day, and following both services, we will have a collection of soup 
bowls/pots for you to put your offering in.  All monies that we collect will be split between CAM 
and LWR to help local and global ministries. Help us fill them up! 
 

 
March Retreat 

 
Unfortunately, due to the COVID-19 numbers continuing to rise around us, the Carolinas Mission 
Region Youth Committee decided to postpone the March Youth Retreat at Seabrook Island. We 
should have more information soon on a potential date that it will be rescheduled to. As of now, we 
are targeting September, and we plan to have the Reformation Party the month following as well. 



Please remember, if you want your name or someone else’s name added to the Prayer List,  
please fill-out a Prayer Card during worship or call the church office.   
Only the hospitalized and grieving members are added automatically. 

• Gene Frye, in ICU at Gaston Memorial after a fall and a stroke 

• Robin Kirby, at the death of her grandmother on 1/16 

• Dennis Christman, recovering at home following hospitalization due to  

 pneumonia 

• For those affected by Covid-19, including Matthew and Tracy Fox family, and 

 Bill & Charlotte Eaker 

• John Renick, recovered from virus, but now has a UTI  

• Homebound: Caroline Banker, Rob Frye, Fanny McAlister, Larry McSpadden, Ann Riggs,  

 Hilda Teumer, Kathy Wallace, Bill & Betty Williams, Iris Work  

• For our country to grow in ways that value the sanctity of all life 

• For those who do not yet trust Jesus for salvation, and for the Holy Spirit to work in HT  

 Disciples to increase our passion to share Christ with others 

• Bruce Kosak, brother of Bob, hospitalized with a fractured back 

• Scott Sutton, husband of Fanny McAlister’s healthcare assistant, diagnosed with colon cancer  

• Kitty Musard, sister-in-law of Marsha McLamb, hospitalized with heart issues 

• David Screws and Family, nephew of Butch & Tess Gibbons, at the death of his father Steve  

 from Covid-19 on 1/20 

• Kathleen Poarch, sister of Lee Stadther, at the unexpected death of her son on 1/15 

• Janet Moritz, mother of Barb Kies, recovering from heart procedure on 1/18  

• Renee Dubler, daughter-in-law of Dick Dubler, upcoming back surgery 

• Nancy Potts, at the death of her husband Phil on 1/21. Prayers requested by James Green. 

• Don McMahan, has pulmonary fibrosis; treatment options being reviewed 

• For release of Leah Sharibu, Christian teenager held as a slave by Boko Haram  

• Pr. Yousef Nadarkhani, arrested for his Christian witness in a Muslim country 

• Robin Simmons, daughter of Iris Work, for overall health 

• Students, Parents, Teachers and School Staff during the 2020-2021 school year 

• Family & friends actively serving in the military: Jonathan Brinkley, Brett Boyd, Mae  

 Dodd, Trevor Dunlap, Mason Fox, Brian Hanna, Tyler Hearn, Andrew Lambert,  
 Luke Saylors 

• For the safety of healthcare workers: Beth Cook, Melodie Garrison, Kailey Hinds, Lynn 
Ledbetter, Anna Murphy, Reggie Parlier, Jennifer Sutley and all others 
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Did we miss your birthday?   
 

If your birthday is incorrect, or you have a birthday in February/March and your name is  
not on this list, please call the church office (704-864-0378) and give us the correct information.   

Thank You! 

With special joy, we recognize and celebrate these birthdays in the months of  
February and March.  We are thankful for the life and spirit of the birthdays we celebrate.   

May the blessings of God flow in the life of each of you. 

1 Lee Allen, Oscar Doster, Rob Frye 
2 Alonso Ganan, Janet Green 
3 John Ratz 
4 Teleena Stadther 
6 Morgan Bryant, Taylor Williams 
7 Debbie Link 
8 Diane George 
9 Charlie Currie 
11 Jeff Dulin 
12 Elizabeth Lethermon 
14 Burgin Lindley 
15 Anne Cloninger 
17 Matt Hayes 
18 Alex Price 
19 Harriett Lethermon, Oyebode Orija 
20 Margaret Miller 
21 Kendall Parsons 
22 Claye Hodge 
23 Maggie-Grace Lanier 
25 Katie Stroupe 
26 Ken Kies 
27 LaVerne Davis 
28  Kristina Wyatt 
 

2 Teddi Daniels, Matthew Fox 
3 Jaimie Cline, Janie Norton 
4 LaVada Barnhill 
6 Tim Black, Martin Brown 
7 Alex Johnson 
8 David Fogle, Katrina Hinds 
10 Tim O'Donohue 
11 Kinslee Stroupe 
12 Donna Motsinger 
13 Gabriella Rupp 
15 Delmonte McClure 
18 Bruce Blalock 
22 Kevin Novinc, Annabelle Smillie 
29 Butch Barnes, Anna Currie 
30 Billie Barnes 
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Knowing, Loving and Sharing Christ 
Phone:  704-864-0378 Fax:  704-864-4959 

Website:  www.holytrinitygastonia.org 
 

MINISTRY  STAFF 
 

Lead Pastor    Braxton East  brack@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Associate Pastor    Jason Dampier  jason@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Director of Music Ministries  Chris Murphy  chris@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Organist     Dr. John Siler  jsiler4@att.net 
Children’s Ministry Director  Jaimie Cline  jaimie@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Church Office Administrator  Teddi Daniels  teddi@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Facility & Ministry Administrator  Ellie Holloway  ellie@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Custodian    David Stephens 
Nursery Supervisor   Shaina Hinds 


