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GO FISH 
 

What Is This All About Anyway??? 
 

You’ve been hearing for a couple months now about our “Go Fish” study coming up, and many of 

you are signed up to be in one of our small groups to talk about it. Also, many of you attended the 

“Go Fish” Kickoff Dinner event last Sunday, where we had a nice time of fellowship and heard an 

inspirational talk from Pastor Brian Zaas about connecting with people around us to talk about our 

personal story, along with God’s story, as we learn to naturally share the Gospel of Christ.  

 

So what is the “Go Fish” course all about? It’s simple.  –A simple explanation and outline for learn-

ing to effectively share the Gospel with others.  Many of our Holy Trinity disciples have been grow-

ing recently in faith, and NOW the time is right for us to take concrete steps to become better 

equipped to share our faith. The course covers topics such as: 

 

 Considering how we came to faith ourselves 

 

 Thinking about evangelism as our faith story, rather than a recitation of theological facts 

 

 Seeking boldness from the Holy Spirit to do his work 

 

 Telling is not a “solo” activity 

 

 Sometimes we try to make Christianity complicated; but it’s really not 

 

 Who around us in life hasn’t clearly heard the message of Jesus? 

 

Each session will begin with a 15-minute video, and then we’ll have a time of small group discus-

sion to explore and learn more.    

 

If you are not yet in a group, it’s not too late to join us!   

Additional info is in the Welcome Center. 
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I love to fish!!! There’s something about being outside in the outdoors, toes in the sand, sunrise on 

the horizon and a line in the water…Oh wait! Apparently, we plan to talk about a different kind of 

fishing for the next couple months. Nevertheless, it is a joy to fish! 
 

As we begin to talk about sharing faith over the next few weeks, I invite you all to take time to think 

about sharing faith in your various vocations. We all have multiple and different stations in life in 

our families, social circles, jobs, church and communities, and when we talk about fishing for peo-

ple, those are the primary places we are called to fish! Many think of evangelism as going out and 

being creepy while knocking on doors, handing out fake million dollar bills with Jesus on them and 

awkwardly steering every conversation into a religious discussion. While being awkward has its 

place, there is a great need for evangelizing in the places we already are, to our kids, family, friends, 

coworkers and whoever else God has placed around us. 
 

How are we to do this? It starts with living out our baptismal calling to let our light so shine before 

others that they see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven. That first requires us to be a 

light, and it also calls for us to shine that light instead of hiding it under a bushel to avoid offending 

people or being uncomfortable. In all things, we are to be a light by loving others the way that Christ 

loves us. So how can you love the people God has surrounded you with in the way that Christ loves 

you? It is my prayer that, over the next couple months, we come to know more about what it means 

to live out our baptismal calling and that we can become a congregation known by the way we love 

one another.  
 

Christ’s Blessings, 

Pastor Jason 

SPRING  IS  GRADUATION  TIME 

Call for Graduate Info 
 

We’d like to recognize and honor all our Holy Trinity disciples who will be graduating with a  

college or post-graduate degree this spring. God gave each of us minds to use as important tools for 

usefulness in the world. We’d like to celebrate that by recognizing those who have taken learning to 

the next level.   

 

If you or a family member is graduating from college or some other type of educational experience 

beyond high school, please send that information to Teddi Daniels  (teddi@holytrinitygastonia.org) 

in the church office. 

    

Of course, we also plan to honor our high school graduates, but we already know who those are! 
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YOU  ARE  INVITED 
 

Many of you have seen Page East grow up in our congregation from a young girl to an upcoming 

bride. Our Women’s Ministry invites you to take part in celebrating the joy with the East family 

in the May 17, Alabama wedding of Page and Tom Holsteen! On Sunday May 5, you have the 

opportunity to share with Page and Tom words of wisdom or advice, a favorite recipe, and/or a 

congratulatory card. Gift cards or monetary gifts are welcomed but not expected. A gift box is 

available in the PLC hallway for your best wishes! The couple is registered at Amazon, Bed Bath 

& Beyond, Pottery Barn, REI and Target. You can read Page and Tom’s story by visiting the-

knot.com/us/tom-holsteen-and-page-east-may-2019. 

SONSHINERS  DAY  TRIP  ON  TUESDAY,  MAY  21 
 

Join the SONshiners for a day trip to an Amish village in Hamptonville, NC on Tuesday, May 

21. We will visit and have lunch at the Shiloh General Store which has an extensive variety of fresh

-baked breads and fried pies, as well as Amish jams, jellies and pickles. On the way back, we will 

visit Shelton Vineyards in Dobson, NC and if time allows, a tour will be taken. Hamptonville is less 

than 2 hours from Gastonia and we will meet in the church parking lot and leave at 9:00 a.m. on 

May 21.  Please call the church office or Betty Blalock (704 865-3337) to make reservations for the 

trip and a seat on the church van. 

 

Please note that this trip will be on the 3rd Tuesday in May, NOT the normal 2nd Tuesday. 

MEN’S  MINISTRY  NEWS 
 

The next Men’s ministry meeting will be on Thursday, May 9.  We are planning on meeting at a 

restaurant at 6:30 p.m. for dinner, fellowship, bible study and discussing agenda items.  If you can 

attend, please let Bob Barnhill know in order to get a big enough space at a restaurant.   

 

The Habitat for Humanity project has been postponed due to some personnel changes within Habi-

tat’s organization.  We will find a suitable date when something is established. 



4 

 

FIRST  COMMUNION  ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Holy Communion is a gift of God to us:  The gift of the presence of Christ, and the assurance of  his 

forgiveness for our sins.  And where there is forgiveness of sins, there is life and salvation.  In April, 

two of our young people received Holy Communion for the first time: 

 

•  Andrew Kirby, son of TJ  and Robin Kirby, received Holy Communion at the Easter  

Sunrise service. 

 

•  Kendall Parsons, daughter  of Kr isten Parsons, received Holy Communion at the 

8:30 service on April 28. 

 

We rejoice with them and their families and they grow in the grace and knowledge of Christ! 
 

At Holy Trinity, we do not have a minimum age for the reception of Holy Communion. However,  

we require that children first go through age-appropriate training before they receive Communion 

for the first time. Then, we encourage them to continue to grow in faith and knowledge with us 

through our various discipleship ministries. The pastors offer training for children once or twice a 

year, usually aimed for early-elementary children. Please contact Pastor Brack or Pastor Jason for 

additional information. 

The Dugout Disciples season is underway.  We have played three games so far, we have won one 

and lost two.  All games are played at Poston Park in Lowell and we would love to have you come 

out and support us! 

 

  

  Our schedule for May is: 

 

  Monday, May 6 at 6:45 p.m. vs 1st Methodist 

 

  Monday, May 13 at 8:45 p.m. vs Long Shoals 

 

  Monday, May 20 at 6:45 p.m. vs Mt. Beulah  
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GET  TO  KNOW  OUR  NEW  DISCIPLES! 
 

We continuously extend an invitation to those that are interested, to join us in our mission of being 

and making disciples for Christ. As people are ready, we welcome them into our congregation! The  

following people joined Holy Trinity on March 24: 

 

Eric & Linda Anderson moved to North Carolina nine months ago to be closer  to their  chil-

dren and they really like it here; so much warmer than South Dakota! They have three children and 

have been blessed with three beautiful granddaughters, so far. Eric enjoys golfing and bow hunting, 

Linda likes to craft and decorate. They enjoy spending time together outdoors, building things, 

working with their hands, and traveling. Their favorite thing is to spend time with their family, trav-

el with them, and  family date nights together! After visiting Holy Trinity, Eric and Linda felt a con-

nection, felt welcomed and comfortable. They are happy to be part of our church family! The An-

dersons added, “God bless you all!” 

 

Kerri & Andrew Luksa and their children, Liam and Ethan live in Gastonia. Kerr i is a teach-

er at Cramerton Middle school and Andrew is a salesman at Caroplast, Inc. Liam is in 2nd grade and 

Ethan will be entering Pre-K next year. The Luksas enjoy spending family time at home, at the ball-

park and vacationing at the beach. They are excited about the ministries Holy Trinity offers to fami-

lies so that they can become involved. They also like how involved the church is within the commu-

nity and giving back to others. The Luksas added, “Thank you for welcoming us into your church 

family!” 

 

Darlene Harper is or iginally from Pennsylvania and moved to Gastonia in 1961. She attended 

Holbrook High school and Gaston College and lives in Gastonia. Darlene worked in the textile  

industry and is now retired. She was married for 36 years to her late husband, William, who died in 

2001. Darlene has two sisters and one brother. She also has two sons, and several grandchildren. 

Darlene was previously a member of an ELCA church and was looking for an NALC church. She 

enjoys spending her time helping her family and being active in the ministries of the church. Darlene 

added, “Everyone at Holy Trinity was welcoming and I had such a warm, accepting feeling!” 

ARK  TRIP 
  

The Congregation Life Committee is putting together a 3 day/2 night trip to see the 

life size Ark located in Kentucky. The estimated cost will be $450 (or less) per  

person. This will include the bus ride, 2 nights at the Holiday Inn Express with  

continental breakfast, the Ark Encounter, the Creation Museum, Dinner Cruise on  

the Ohio river, and either the Penguin Encounter or the Newport Aquarium.  If this  

is something you would be interested in contact LaVada Barnhill at htarktrip@yahoo.com 
 

We will share additional information on dates and times as it becomes available! 

mailto:htarktrip@yahoo.com


6 

 

YORK  CHESTER  MIDDLE  SCHOOL 

Changing Lives With Love 
 

TESTING 1...2...3... 
 

York Chester Middle School students will begin end of grade testing and help is needed with adult 

proctors on Wednesday, May 22, Wednesday, May 29 and Thursday, May 30 from 8:00 a.m. to 

12:20 p.m.  No prior experience is required! 

 

Would you please consider donating a few hours for one or more days? What a beautiful opportunity 

to meet some of the faces of the children you have been contributing to, share a warm smile from 

Jesus, offer a word of encouragement and even silently pray for them for protection and success in 

life.  I guarantee you will be blessed in this small act of giving.  Please contact Tammy Hubbard at 

York Chester:  tahubbard@gaston.k12.nc.us    

 

Thank you again for your ongoing support and love.  

Diane George 

PROJECT  “BABY  BOTTLE  BLESSINGS” 
 

To Benefit Crisis Pregnancy Center of Gaston County 
 

From Mother’s Day (Sunday, May 12) until Father’s Day (Sunday, June 16), we are  

asking for your help to collect change in baby bottles to benefit Crisis Pregnancy Center  

of Gaston County. Bottles will be available in the Welcome Center and Narthex.  

 

Your “change” will help change minds, hearts and lives! All donations are tax deductible, just fill  

out the form in the bottle. If you want to make a donation but don’t want to collect change, please 

place your check/cash in a bottle made payable to Crisis Pregnancy Center.  

 

Your spare change will help change lives in the following ways: 

   help save lives of unborn babies 

   provide free pregnancy and ultrasound testing 

   proved supplies for babies up to 12 months 

   provide help in managing family relationships during pregnancy 

   provide an after-hours Helpline 

   provide abstinence education 

   provide women/teens support groups 

   provide Christian counseling to women facing an unplanned pregnancy 

   tell others about the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the hope which exists through Him! 

 

Bottles don’t have to be full – no donation is too small! 
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LUTHERAN  SERVICES  CAROLINAS  NEEDS  YOUR  HELP 
 

Lutheran Services Carolinas is collecting supplies for the residents of Mountain Ridge Group Home 

for use in their Drop-In Center. (This was formerly Faith Farm Group Home.)  Some suggestions 

for items are: arts/crafts supplies, games, puzzles, magazines, books, etc. 

 

Donations can be left in the Lingle Sunday School Class (PLC Room 25). 

 

Thank you, 

Dennis & Cynthia Mercer 

MAY  IS  DISASTER  RELIEF  MONTH 
 

Spring is here.  When spring comes, storms come.  These storms can bring hardship to people in our 

Carolina Mission District.  We will be making disaster kits again this year.  This can be a Life 

Group, Sunday School Class, Small group or Youth group service project. Please place your com-

pleted kits in the Growing Together in Christ classroom.  The following kits are needed: 

Flood Bucket 

1 five gallon bucket with lid   

2 large trash bags 

1 gallon bleach 

Comet or scouring cleaner 

Pine-sol or liquid floor cleaner 

Scrub brush 

Rubber gloves 

Dust mask  (N-95 recommended) 

 

School Kit: 

4 notebooks—wide or college rule   

(no loose-leaf paper) 

1 blunt pair of scissors 

1 ruler 

6 new pencils 

1 pencil sharpener 

1 eraser 

12 sheets construction paper 

1 box of crayons (16 or 24 count) 

1 cloth bag or backpack 

 ++Calculator for high school ages  (please 

mark if one is included) 

Layette Kit 

2 shirts or onesies 

2 gowns or sleepers 

2 receiving blankets 

1 sweater or sweatshirt 

4 cloth diapers 

2 wash cloths 

2 diaper pins 

1 baby comb 

 

Health Kit: 

1 bath towel—dark color 

1 wash cloth—dark color 

2 bars of soap—in original packaging 

1 toothbrush 

1 toothpaste 

1 dental floss 

Deodorant 
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ENDOWMENT  COMMITTEE  NEWS 

Congregational Meeting on Sunday, May 12 
 

Greetings from the Endowment Committee. 

 

Spring is upon us and as we move towards Mother’s Day, the Congregation will be asked to vote 

for approval and acceptance, two (2) positions that will be expiring on the Endowment Committee. 

According to the By-Laws, each member of the Committee will serve for a term of 3-years and at 

the conclusion of this initial term, the member can elect, with a vote of approval from the congrega-

tion, to serve a second 3-year term. On Mother’s Day Sunday (May 12), the congregation will vote 

for approval and acceptance of two positions. Bob Ferguson will be completing his fir st 3-year 

term and has requested to serve for a second 3-year term and then a completely new member of the 

Committee will be presented for approval and acceptance by the congregation. The new member, 

who will be announced by the Church Council, will be replacing me as I have come to the end of 

my second 3-year term. If these two individuals are elected as presented, they will begin their new 

roles with the Committee’s next meeting which is scheduled for Sunday, June 9. As the current 

Committee Chair, this will be my final meeting and I will preside over this meeting and process the 

election of the new officers of the Committee that will be serving you and our Church over the next 

year. As I complete my role as Committee Chair for the Endowment Committee, I have hopes the 

members of the Committee will allow me to write my final article for the Herald in June. In this 

article I will recap all of the accomplishments and benefits this fund has provided for the Church. I 

will also provide my thoughts regarding the direction of the fund and what is required to protect 

this valuable resource for the Church.  

 

In closing, we are truly blessed for having the Endowment Fund and I have been truly blessed to 

have had the opportunity to work with such a wonderful group of dedicated committee members 

over the past 6 years. As part of our due diligence and responsibilities under the By-Laws for this 

Committee, we are charged with having an independent review of our financial statements and  

records as well as a review of our allocation and distribution processes. Our current Financial  

Secretary has engaged the services of Mr. Frank Garrison to review our processes and financial 

records for 2017 and 2018 and I am proud to state that based on his review he did not note any  

discrepancies, findings or exceptions within our records in either of the 2 years. This is excellent 

news and a wonderful report that validates the commitment from this committee. I am very excited 

for what has been accomplished and look forward to watching this committee excel and grow in the 

future.  

 

In His Service, 

Craig C. Kluttz,  

Endowment Committee Chair     
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PROPERTY  UPDATE  FOR  MAY 
 

Spring has been a busy time around Holy Trinity!  Property projects have included: 

 

 160 bales of pine needles distributed by members of the Men’s group and the weekly volunteer 

work crew   

 Shelves located on either side of the altar were modified to make it easier to remove & replace 

as needed for seasonal decorations.   

 Replacing of fluorescent lamp fixtures with LEDs has begun.   

 Assistance was provided to Sexton David Stephens with set-ups for the Blood Drive and special 

Easter activities.   

 Plans are underway to paint the metal rails on the Garrison Blvd. side of the church.  

  

In His service, James Green & Dale Christman 

Property Team 

ENDOWMENT  GRANT  THANK  YOU  FROM  LAUREN  FRANKLIN 
 

Since my sophomore year, I have been a part of Campus Outreach, a campus ministry at UNC-

Charlotte. I attended their summer beach project in the summers of 2017 and 2018. These projects 

had a lasting impact on my life by giving me the tools I needed to study God’s word, apply it to my 

life and share the gospel with others. While at summer beach project, I along with hundreds of oth-

ers, shared our faith on the beaches of Myrtle Beach. I am very thankful for Holy Trinity and your 

support throughout my life and especially from these two summers. I used the money given to me to 

pay for expenses throughout the summer including housing, food and project materials.  If you 

would like to know more about my mission work in Myrtle Beach, please give me a call! 
 

God’s Peace,  

Lauren Franklin 

Mark Your Calendars 
 

Church Picnic 
Martha Rivers Park 

Sunday, September 8 
4:00-6:30 p.m. 
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COUNCIL  HIGHLIGHTS  FOR  APRIL 
 

At the regular meeting of Council on April 15, the following actions were taken: 

 

1.  Elected Bill Eaker to attend the NALC Convocation in August, along with Pastors Brack and 

Jason.   

 

2.  Approved a motion to seek permission from the York-Chester Historical Society to allow Holy 

Trinity to cut three trees which are growing too close to the building. 

 

3.  Approved adding Dick Dubler to the list of Holy Trinity credit card holders, for use in purchas-

ing building and maintenance supplies on an occasional basis.   

 

4.  Approved a request from Paulette Brice to host a community event at Holy Trinity this summer 

for the purpose of recognizing various helping ministries in Gastonia. 

 

5.  Received a report that the appraisal on the lower parking lot was not yet complete. 

 

6.  Made appointments to the Memorial Fund Committee.  President Bill Eaker to contact the nom-

inees to see if they are willing to serve. 

 

7.  Tabled Finance Committee appointments until the May meeting. 

 

8.  Called a Congregational Meeting to be held on May 12 for the purpose of ratifying Endowment 

Committee nominees. 

 

9.  Received a reminder that each Committee and Ministry Team is to turn in 2019 SMART goals 

to the Council at this time. 

 

10.  Noted that we meet the criteria to send two delegates to the Carolinas Mission District Convo-

cation in May.  Affirmed that we will send Bill Eaker and Bob Barnhill. 

 

11.  Received financial reports from the Treasurer. 

 

12.  Received reports from pastors and staff members 
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HOW  DO  YOUR  FINANCIAL  GIFTS  GLORIFY  GOD? 
 

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. (Matthew 6:21 NIV) 

Our Giving is an act of Worship. In light of what Christ has done for us on the cross and the amaz-

ing grace we receive, our giving should be a reflection of what our heart treasures. Our giving 

should be viewed as a part of our worship to the Lord. If we are just giving to mark off a line on our 

spiritual checklist, we are merely involved in charity and we are missing out on the great joy of be-

ing a cheerful giver.  

 

We give because God has given to us. God has given us everything (James 1:17). He gave His Son 

to provide for our salvation. He has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in Christ (Ephesians 

1:13). He “richly supplies us with all things to enjoy” (1 Timothy 6:17). Because He has given so 

abundantly to us, we should respond by giving generously back to Him. What is your response to 

those blessing God has bestowed on you? 

 

For those that like numbers… 

 

Noted below we show our March 2019 offerings compared with our monthly budgeted ministry 

plan. Our staff and leaders continue to manage our expenditures. Our church leadership is doing 

their best to be good stewards of our financial resources.  

 

 

 
 

Thank you for your continued support of the ministries of Holy Trinity, 

Lee Stadther 

Church Council Treasurer 2019 

  Month of  

March 2019 

YTD through  

March 2019 
 

       Gifts Received: $44,818 $139,610 

       Budget for Ministries: $60,540 $157,405 

       Difference: ($15,722) ($17,795) 

      

Previous Year (2018) Comparison: $45,604 $113,482 

Difference between 2019 and 2018: ($786) $26,128 
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COUNCIL  PRESIDENT’S  MESSAGE 
 

Each month when I send in my message, I half-jokingly tell Anita Stiles that I should start 

working on my next message immediately. As soon as I receive the Herald, I begin look-

ing through the articles and calendar to see what I might want to write about. When I see 

how much is going on here at Holy Trinity, I get somewhat overwhelmed with  

picking a subject. There are so many activities that I look forward to experiencing! We had Lenten 

services, Ministry meetings, a Council meeting, Work crews, Life groups, Triads and many other 

activities! We topped that off with truly memorable Holy Week and Easter services! Then, today, a 

wonderful Children’s Easter program! Holy Trinity continues to be busy with the Lord's work! By 

the time this article is published, we will have kicked off our congregation-wide small group study 

"Go Fish" with a meal and a visit from Pastor Brian Zaas! These are truly exciting times! Holy Trin-

ity is a congregation of true disciples focused on "Knowing, Loving and Sharing Christ!” 
 

Matthew 28:18-20 

And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on 

earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded 

you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”  Amen. 
 

Bill Eaker 

Council President 2019 

HOME  COMMUNION  MINISTRY  FOR  MAY 

Loving Our Homebound Disciples 
 

Each month we send out teams of ministers to bring the bread and wine of Holy Communion to our 

homebound disciples who cannot attend worship with us.   Our ministers are sent from the worship 

service to extend the Sunday morning worship experience to the homebound.  After they share the 

scripture from that morning, and also share highlights from the sermon, they pray with those they 

are visiting and then share the bread and wine of Communion with them.   

 

The Communion visitation lay ministers for May are: 

 Team 2:   Dale Christman and Cody Carpenter  

 

Pastor Brack and Pastor Jason will also be visiting our homebound disciples and having Communion 

with them in May. 

 

We thank all our communion ministers for sharing the grace of Christ with those who cannot come 

to 805 S. York Street to worship on Sunday mornings.    



13  

 

HOSPITAL  VISITATION  FOR  MAY 
 

             

 

 

 

 

   April 28 - May 11  LaRae Campbell 

   May 12 - 25   Carla McMahan 

   May 26 - June 8   Paulette Brice 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

 

 

 
 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry will be taking a break until the fall. 
 

If you have questions about joining this group or if you know someone in need of a prayer shawl, 

please contact Kay Peak. 

May Circle Meetings 
 

Circle of Patience: Sunday, May 5   3:00 p.m. Room 25 

   Program:  Martha Sofley 

   Hostesses:   Jo Carole Carson & Ann Riggs 

    

Circle of Goodness: Thursday, May 9  10:00 a.m.  Room 25 

   Program:  Carla McMahan  

   Hostess:  Judy Zander 

   Card Ministry:  Marilyn Kosak 
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            CHILDREN’S  MINISTRIES  MAY 

 
April was full of great worship and sharing opportunities for our children  

at Holy Trinity. I want to thank everyone who helped with the Easter  

Extravaganza and all those who attended. Your dedication to our children’s  

ministry is the only reason we can host events like this. Without your support,  

none of our events like this would be possible. Our children continue to learn about sharing Christ 

with others through your example. Your presence at our children’s fellowship events makes a tre-

mendous difference. Thank you so much for your donations and your time. We hope everyone was 

able to enjoy our children’s singing at one of our worship services or via our Facebook Live 

stream. If not, you can find the recording on our Holy Trinity Facebook page.  
 

This May, our junior disciples will be joining in the Go Fish congregational study through a  

version of the curriculum designed to facilitate full family participation. We are kicking off our 

kid’s Go Fish study with a bring-a-friend hotdog dinner on Wednesday, May 1. This is an 

exciting chance for all our children to better understand what it means to follow and share Christ 

with others. We will be holding our Go Fish study on Wednesday nights from 6:30-7:30 p.m. for 

the full six weeks of the congregational study.  
 

This year, Holy Trinity is also hosting the Warlick YMCA’s summer specialty camps. Each week 

of camp is geared toward a specific subject (music, art, baking, science, robotics etc.) It is a great 

opportunity for children to learn new skills and still have the full day camp experience. If you know 

a child who would benefit from attending a summer day camp, contact Cody Carpenter for more 

information. 

 

In Christ’s Love, 

Jaimie Cline 

 

 

 

 

We are moving quickly towards summer and are working on plans for family nights, kid’s days 

out, service projects and worship opportunities for our junior disciples. This is also a great time to 

invite your neighbors, coworkers, and friends to bring their children for fellowship and worship. 

We are always able to provide transportation to and from our worship and fellowship events for 

families. As we move into summer, I also ask that each of you pray for our children’s ministries. 

As we seek new opportunities to serve our church and our community children, I ask that you pray 

for God to continue to guide us in all our endeavors to learn more about and share Jesus with 

others. Again, thank you for all you do to support our children at Holy Trinity. 
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Youth Schedule for May 

 
 May 5  Progressive Dinner 

 May 12  Mother’s Day (No SNL) 

 May 19  SNL 

 May 26  Memorial Weekend (No SNL) 

 

 

Work Camp 
 

On July 13, we will be sending a team of youth and volunteers to Elkview, West Virginia for a 

Group Mission Trip. It will be a fun week serving families in need in a very poor area. We will be 

doing various tasks like building ramps/porches, painting, cleaning and other small house repairs. 

We will get the chance to do it with other youth (some from our Carolinas Mission District), and 

have a lot of fun making new friends! Currently, we have a few spots left and I know of a few who 

have not signed up yet. It is VERY IMPORTANT that everyone who plans to go signs up ASAP. 

Otherwise, we risk not having enough spots for everyone.  

Upcoming Children’s Events 
 

May 1 - Kid's Kick Off ~ “Go Fish!” - Dinner starts at 6:30 p.m. 

 

May 10 - Kid's Sleepover : Movies: Facing The Giants and Mary Poppins (the or iginal) and  

a trip to Chuck E. Cheese! 

 

August 12 - 17 - 6:00-8:30 p.m. - VBS 2019 
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EASTER  AT  HOLY  TRINITY 
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Thank you all for the prayers, cards, and flowers you so generously gave to me and Bob after the 

death of my Mom and Dad.  I so appreciate the attendance of Pastor Jason at both funerals, and the 

visit by Pastor Brack the week following. Bob and I felt the support, hugs and love from all of you, 

and especially from our life group.  We are blessed to be a part of such a caring and loving congrega-

tion. 

    Sincerely, Marie Ferguson 

 

 

A big ‘thank you’ to my fellow disciples at Holy Trinity! I have been so touched by all the love and 

care shown to me since my recent surgery. The meals, the cards and phone calls have all meant so 

much. I am blessed to be part of such a wonderful church family.  

    With love, Sally Lemke 

 

  

 We no longer need donations as Mitch's unit is in their final weeks and will no longer be ac-

cepting packages. This is very exciting news! We are extremely grateful for each donation, thought 

and prayer we received over the last 8 months. 
 The power of prayer has been evident throughout this deployment! From the bottom of our 

hearts, Mitch and I are extremely grateful and honored to be a part of such a loving church and con-

gregation.  

    Thank you for continuously supporting us, Brittani Wells 

 

 

Pastor Brack, 

Thank you for your gift to the Department of Lutheran Studies in honor of Amy Carpenter’s ordina-

tion.  We celebrate her achievement with you!  We are thankful for your partnership with Gordon-

Conwell and your work for the Kingdom. 

    Blessings, Don Fairbairn, Neely Gaston, Michelle Littlejohn 

 

 

 Thanks for your church’s donation of snacks and drinks to USO-NC Piedmont Area!  Faith-

ful donors  allow us to serve over 12,500 service members and families each month through our air-

port center and community-based programs. 

 We are also blessed by amazing volunteers like Charlene & Gary Linsenmayer. 

    Steve Sellers, Piedmont Area Director, USO-NC 



 The Family of Rebecca Cloninger, at the death of her  father , Robert Ramsey, on 4/26 

 The Family of Alex Johnson, at the recent death of his grandfather  

 Iris Work, for  good results from hear t tests at Duke 

 David Fogle, recover ing after  neck surgery on 4/12  

 Ray Sparks, following hip replacement surgery on 4/15 

 The Family of Gary & Charlene Linsenmayer, for  strength 

 Larry McSpadden, for  healing of broken ankle due to a fall 

 John Long, for  healing of vision in his r ight eye 

 Gene Keller, for  healing 

 Abigail Lineberry, doing ministry work in Guatemala 

 Homebound: Caroline Banker , Anne Beam, Mason Carpenter , Ann Keyser , Dave Lemke, 

Larry McSpadden, Ann Riggs, Martha Smith, Bill & Betty Williams, Iris Work 

 For our country to grow in ways that value the sanctity of life 

 For the unsaved, and for  the Holy Spir it to work in the spir it of HT Disciples giving us a 

passion to share Christ 

 For houses of worship worldwide, especially the Church, to have God’s peace and 

protection 

 PRAISE: Luke Saylors, safely returned to US after  serving military tour  in Syr ia  

 Jimmy Dampier, great uncle of Pastor  Jason Dampier , in hospice care 

 The Mother of Paulette Brice, hospitalized 

 Nadine Dalton, suffer ing from dementia. Prayers requested by Brandon Scott  

 Audrey Evans, in hospice care with pancreatic cancer . Prayers requested by Car la 

McMahan 

 The Family of Stuart Payne, Middle School Pastor  at Bethlehem Church, at his death on 

4/18. Prayers requested by Teddi Daniels 

 Hallie Walker, young gir l hospitalized with blockages and hole in her  intestines. Prayers 

requested by Diane George. 

 The Grandchildren of Gwen Friday¸ for  improved family and living situations 

 Alexis Martin, fr iend of Brooke Barnes, severe concussion dur ing a soccer  game, recover ing 

after hospitalization 

 Eli Taylor, fr iend of Pepie Jones, in full remission from Hodgkin’s lymphoma  

 Asher Ammons, 8 year  old with brain stem tumor , home from St. Jude’s. Symptoms have 

returned and are worsening. Prayers requested by Pepie Jones. 

 For release of  Leah Sharibu, Chr istian teenager  held as a slave by Boko Haram  

 Pr. Yousef Nadarkhani, ar rested for  his Christian witness in a Muslim country 

 Robin Simmons, daughter of Iris Work, for overall health 

 Family & friends serving in the military:  Mitch Wells (Kuwait), Jonathan Br inkley (ND), 

Brett Boyd (TX), Bessie Evans (Japan), Brandon Leslie, Andrew Lambert, Michael Gray 

(Kuwait)  

If you would like your name or someone else’s name added to the prayer list, please  fill-out a prayer card at 

church, email, or call the church office. Only the hospitalized and grieving members are added automatically. 
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Did we miss your birthday?   
 

If your birthday is incorrect, or you have a birthday in May/June and your name was  

not on this list, please call the church office (704-864-0378).  Thank You! 

With special joy, we recognize and celebrate these birthdays in the months of  

May & June.  We are thankful for the life and spirit of the birthdays we celebrate.   

May the blessings of God flow in the life of each of you. 

1 Randy Hudson 

3 Kathryn Peoples 

4 Robin Clanton 

8 Karen Leonard 

9 Sydney Allen, Kasey Barnes 

10 Susan Barber 

12 Taylor Johnson 

13 Danny Hawkins 

16 Jessica Dampier, Sarah Waldrop 

18 Kyndall Bennett, Angel Buchanan 

21 Kirsten Hudson 

21 Marsha McLamb 

23 Amanda Godwin, Clay Mathews,  

 John Niemeyer, Peyton Scot 

26 Cynthia Mercer 

28 Jason Dampier 

29 Marie Ferguson, Katie Peak 

30 Paula Brinkley 

31  Pepie Jones 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 Brooke Barnes, Fred Cloninger 

3 Jimmy Holloway 

4 Layne Rickle 

5 Bill Eaker 

6 Cindy Isenhour 

7 Charlie Black, Bob Kosak 

9  Evie Heffner, Chevis King,  

 Samantha Thomas 

10  Dennis Christman, Anna Houser,  

 Marty Ramey 

11 Cissy Belton, Cam Doster, Teagan 

 Green 

14  Jordan Bryant, Kailey Hinds, Nancy 

 Rabb 

15 Rachel Toelkes 

16 Judy Zander 

17 Charlie Niemeyer 

18 Will Niemeyer 

19 Cody Carpenter, Melodie Garrison 

20 Libby Toler 

21 Brenda Deal, Harrison Frye, Gwen 

 Nenninger 

22 Derriel Link 

24 Trenton Abernathy 

26 Brittani Wells 

27 Pam Briant 

29 Linda Anderson, Charlene Linsenmayer 
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Knowing, Loving and Sharing Christ 
Phone:  704-864-0378 Fax:  704-864-4959 

Website:  www.holytrinitygastonia.org 
 

MINISTRY  STAFF 
 

Lead Pastor    Braxton East  brack@holytrinitygastonia.org 

Associate Pastor    Jason Dampier  jason@holytrinitygastonia.org 

Director of Music Ministries  Chris Murphy  chris@holytrinitygastonia.org 

Organist     Dr. John Siler  jsiler4@att.net 

Children’s Ministry Director  Jaimie Cline  jaimie@holytrinitygastonia.org 

Church Office Administrator  Teddi Daniels  teddi@holytrinitygastonia.org 

Facility & Ministry Administrator  Ellie Holloway  ellie@holytrinitygastonia.org 

Custodian    David Stephens 

Nursery Supervisor   Katheryn Dockery, 

     Shaina Hinds 


