
   

 

SHARING  LOVE  WITH  THOSE  IN  NEED  THIS  SEASON!  

  

Our 2021 Giving Tree is now in the Welcome Center. Please consider taking a tag 
from the tree!  
 
There are several opportunities for you to give the gift of grace and hope to those 
in need this Christmas season. Instructions are listed on the tags. Please note, some 
of the tags need to be registered. Giving opportunities include:  
 

 Salvation Army Angels (children in Gaston County)  

 Lutheran Family Services (foster care children in Gaston County)  

 Heritage Oaks Assisted Living (40 residents on very limited income/in our neighborhood)  

 Backpack Ministry (weekend food program for 65 children at Lingerfeldt Elementary)  

 Casa Bernabe` Orphanage in Guatemala (monetary help with year-round sponsorship)  

 Resource Connection Gateway Network (adults & children in our community)  

 
HOLY TRINITY WINTER COAT DRIVE! 

 

Please help us Share the Warmth with others in our community! We are collecting warm winter 
coats only, new or gently used and clean. Please, no light weight coats or raincoats. The collec-
tion box is located in the Parish Life Center. 

 

The Monthly Newsletter  
of 

Holy Trinity Lutheran 
Church 

Christmas Eve Worship Services in 2021 
Returning More Toward “Normal” 

 

Christmas Eve worship is one of the foundational times of the year for us! At 
Christmastime, many families gather together, so we get to see many more 
people than usual. And, on top of all that, Christmas is the time when Christian 
Believers celebrate the initial elements of God’s eternal promise: When God 
came to earth in the form of a baby human to begin the process of saving 
humanity. And because we live in belief of that, and in the hope that this really 
is God’s plan for us, we look forward to gathering for Christmas Eve worship. 
 
We have two worship opportunities this year: 

 

       6:30 pm  Service of Lessons and Carols 
   10:30 pm  Festival Holy Communion, ending near midnight 
 

We are hoping, praying, and anticipating that the Covid situation will continue to improve, and that 
we can all gather safely to worship Christ. The Covid situation in Gaston County is much better 
now than earlier in the Fall. Please join us in worshipping God, and bring a friend! 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters of Holy Trinity,  
 
As you are reading this, the Thanksgiving holiday has passed and Christmas is coming soon. From 
my way of thinking, Christmas is a real joy, and a challenge too. Here are a few of  my JOYS: 
 

• Thinking about God’s love for us that he shares his eternal Son Jesus with us, as we celebrate 
his birth.  

• Christmas Eve worship at Holy Trinity, where we usually get to worship with a really large 
group of people who join us for these worship services. 

•  Family gatherings. For those of you in my same stage of life, you know what it’s like to have 
an “empty nest.” At Christmas, we get to see our children again—usually all at the same time! 
And because our children are all faithful Believers in Jesus, our Christmas celebration focuses 
on Jesus, and we share his love among us in our family gathering.  

• Giving gifts to people—to people we know and love, and to people we don’t know. Giving is a 
discipleship practice that comes from God!  

 
And, some of the Christmas CHALLENGES for me are:  

• Seeing all the secular decorations going up in the neighborhoods right after Halloween. Much 
of the world doesn’t really know God’s meaning of Christmas—the meaning that we celebrate. 
So the challenge for me is to know and love my neighbor, without endorsing their secular 
Christmas celebrations.  

• Stress of a very busy season of life. This affects all of us! It’s a challenge to keep our focus on 
Jesus while trying to accomplish all the daily demands on our time at this time of the year.  

 
So, what I’m going to do about this: Praise God for Christmas every morning during my daily Qui-
et Time with him, and ask for his provision and grace as I go through a season that is special to us 
as Believers, and that is special to the rest of the world for other reasons too. I know God will hon-
or this request; and you can ask him too! 
 
Blessings to you this day in Christ, 
Pastor Brack 

                 We Have a Few More Books Available 

              Contact Pastor Brack  
 
For the past six weeks or so most of our Life Groups, along with several Sunday 
School classes and, some newly-formed small groups have been doing the “Don’t  
Give the Enemy a Seat at Your Table” course.  
 
Many people have arrived at fresh insights about spiritual warfare, and a better understanding of 
how Satan attempts to get in our head. We still have several copies of the hardback book available, 
which is a good summary of the course as well as the videos presented by Louie Giglio. Thanks to 
gifts made to our Discipleship Fund, we can make these books available for $10 each, which is 
about half the regular retail price. Contact Pastor Brack if you’d like a copy.  
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Let’s Do This Together!  

 Advent—A Season of preparation 

 
Advent is a season of preparation, preparation for the coming of the Messiah! Once again it is time to 
physically prepare our worship spaces for Advent.  
 
On the first Sunday of Advent the color of the paraments are changed to blue and the Advent Candle is in 
place. On the Second Sunday of Advent (December 5th this year) it is the custom at Holy Trinity to add the 
Chrismon trees. The task is large, but with many hands, it becomes light work. Here’s how you can help!   
 
Immediately after the 8:30 service, the tree in the Fellowship Hall will be put together. Once it is up, the  
branches will be “fluffed” and separated. Once that is done, the Chrismons will be hung. The double crowns 
will top the tree. So, there is a job for anyone who would like to help! Please contact Sarah Waldrop in ad-
vance if you can help! (704-824-7927 home or 704-860-4597 cell). 
 
Many of the same tasks are required in the Chancel. Two trees, on both sides of the chancel, are a bit more of 
a challenge to put up because of their size and the altar rail. Work will begin shortly after the conclusion of 
the 11:00 service. Furnishings from the chancel must be removed and stored for the season. Rugs will be 
placed for the trees to stand atop and not damage the hardwood floors. The large storage bags with the trees, 
tall ladders, and the boxes of Chrismon ornaments must be moved (from the storage area in the PLC) into the 
chancel. Next, sections of each tree must be assembled, fluffing as much as possible as we go. This portion of 
the project takes time and must be completed before the first Chrismon is hung. We will need 2 volunteers on 
the tall ladders!  
 
Please  contact Pepie Jones in advance if you can help! (704-718-7594 cell or 704-861-1575. Email: 

pjones0531@gmail.com) or Janet Green (704-747-7335 or 704-866-4367) This set up after the 11:00 service 

is our greatest need. Any portion of your time that can be devoted to this project will be most appreciated!   

Note:  Our annual budget forum is also scheduled on this Sunday, at 4:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary. Work on the 
trees will stop during this time and then resume afterward. We do anticipate the need to return on Monday or 
Tuesday to complete the placement of all the Chrismons and return storage containers to their proper loca-
tions.  

 
 

 
 

Wednesday Evenings in Advent! 
 
This year we will continue our tradition of Wednesday Evening Prayer Service at 7:00 pm. 
The dates are: Dec 1, 8, 15 and 22.  During these services we will sing various beautiful  
Evening Prayer liturgies, and a variety of people will bring the messages. 
 
We hope you can join us, as you personally prepare for Christ’s coming in various ways:  
Celebration of his birth at Christmas, his daily coming into your spirit as you grow in faith, 
and his second coming when all of us who trust in him and are in his Kingdom now, are re-
ceived into the fullness of his glory!  
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Thanking Dr. John Siler, Organist 

 

For the past three and a half years John Siler has skillfully and faithfully led 
music at the 11:00 service, as he played the organ, and accompanied the choir on 
the piano. As 11:00 worshippers are well-aware, he played beautiful preludes, and 
then accompanied our leaders and congregation as we praised God in liturgy and 
hymns. His beautiful hymn improvisations helped many people worship deeply.  
 
Recently, John learned that a Presbyterian church, not too far away, needed an organist. Because his 
background is Presbyterian, and he missed that, he felt called to investigate. He also learned that 
this congregation had a very large choir, and one of his joys is accompanying a large choir. So… all 
this led to our loss and their gain.  
 
Please take a moment to reach out to John to let him know how much his ministry at Holy Trinity 
meant to you. His contact information is available in the church directory. You may also contact the 
church office for it. 
 
During this transition, we are trusting that God will provide for our needs, just as he always has. 
Chris Murphy, our Director of Music, is searching for candidates to serve as substitute organists or 
pianists for the immediate future, and possible candidates for a permanent Organist position. If you 
happen to know of someone who could play for us—temporarily or permanently—please contact 
Chris.  

Congregational Budget Forum and Meeting  
 

On Sunday, December 5 at 4:00 pm, we will hold a Congregational Budget Forum in the Sanctu-
ary and via Zoom. We will be presenting and answering questions about Holy Trinity’s proposed 
2022 budget. Part of this budget includes the new part-time position of Interim Ministry Assistant 
and the possibility of participating in the NALC seminarian internship program. This is the best 
time for you to ask the questions that you have about the budget. Copies of the ministry plan and 
commentary will be mailed to the congregation in advance of this date.  
 
On Sunday, December 12, there will be a Congregational Meeting held during announcements at 
both worship services to vote on the proposed budget. As is our practice, a congregational meeting 
will be called to order at the 8:30am service and then reconvened at the 11:00am service.  
 
Since this congregation meeting on the 12th is intended to strictly be the voting on the proposed 
budget, it will not be possible to answer questions during that time. Your questions, prior to De-
cember 12, are encouraged and while the Forum on the 5th is the most ideal time to ask your ques-
tions, you can also contact any Council member and he/she will make sure your questions get an-
swered.  
 
The Council wants to communicate openly with each member of the congregation and make every 
attempt to keep every member informed and aware of the financial accountability of Holy Trinity. 
We welcome your input and questions and hope that you will seek answers to all your questions 
from our church leaders.  
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Church Council Election Results 
 

The annual election of new Church Council members was completed on November 21, and all new members 
were elected on the first ballot! Those elected were (in alphabetical order): 
 

David Fogle   (3-yr) 
Rick Jones  (3-yr) 
Bob Kosak  (1-yr) 
John Peoples (3-yr) 
Judy Zander (3-yr) 
 

They will begin their terms of duty in January. Thank you to each of them for being willing to be used by 
God in our mission together. 
 

“Thank you” also to the other five nominees who were willing to serve if elected:   Tia Abernathy, Trenton 
Abernathy, Bob Burleson, Dan Hawkins, and Mitch Wells. 

 

Also, a BIG “thank you” to those who have served for three years and are rotating off the Council at the end 
of this year: 
 

Bob Barnhill 
Cody Carpenter 
Debbie Long 
Heather Peoples  (2021 President) 

Sharing Faith  

How To Do That?  
 
Somehow many people have developed the idea that “sharing faith” means knocking on strangers’ 
doors and telling them about Jesus. –And they just don’t feel comfortable doing that! But really it’s 
about something much different. At Holy Trinity our vision to help each person grow as a disciple 
of Jesus, and equip each of us to help someone else grow into a disciple of Jesus. We have several 
low-stress ways to go about that:  
 

• Invite a friend to attend worship with you, so they can hear the Gospel of Jesus.  

• Invite a friend to attend Sunday School or a small group with you, so they can meet more peo-
ple who are followers of Jesus, and develop faith-centered relationships.  

• Gather together 2 or 3 Holy Trinity people to go through a faith-based study with you in your 
home or other location. (This group would be a “triad” or a “quad.”) At the end of your time 
together, consider how you can share the followship, joy, and message with other people too, 
and then each of the members of the triad or quad forms a new triad/quad to develop relation-
ships with people and share the message of Jesus via a study together.  

 
These are just a few ways to share your faith in Jesus with other people.  
--And as you do this, you can feel good knowing that you are doing what Jesus told us to do: 
 
 “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. 
And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20)  
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Financial Pledges for 2022  ~ Glorifying God with Your Possessions 

With so many things going topsy-turvy in the past couple years, we are hoping we can try to main-
tain a little bit of consistency in ministries where we can. We are well aware that some people’s in-
come has been impacted by the COVID pandemic. But we also know that giving of ourselves for 
the ministries of Christ our King is not optional. So, we’re trying to keep the financial pledge pro-
cess “normal” again for this year. 

In the past week or so you should have received a financial pledge card for 2022 in the mail, and a 
letter from Pastor Brack. Hopefully as you read his letter you sensed that we aren’t “out to get your 
money” but rather we: 

• Understand that everyone is in a unique situation this year 

• Want to help each person/family grow in personal worship and discipleship 

• Want to be able to fund our ministries for Jesus in 2022. 

Please fill out your pledge card for 2022 and submit it by December 19. You can bring it to wor-
ship (if you are able to attend in-person) or you can mail it to the church office, to the attention of 
Jim Warren (our financial secretary). As always, we hope this process will help you in your faith-
walk with Jesus, and we hope it will add some financial stability to our ministries for next year. 

Back to Basics Sunday School Class announces a new study . . .  

The Case for Christmas Study ~ by Lee Strobel  
 

On Sunday, December 5th, the Back to Basics class will kick off a Christmas study written 
by the author of The Case for Christ, Lee Strobel. This is a four week study. If you are not al-
ready participating in Sunday School, we would like to invite you to join us. For additional 
information, please contact Anna Houser (704-813-6560 / annaplus2girls@gmail.com). We 
meet in room 24 in the PLC, located to the right of the kitchen. 
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It’s the Most Wonderful Time of Year!  

Please plan to join the SONshiners for a time of fellowship on Sunday, December 12. 

Everyone in the congregation is invited! 
 

  What: “Tis the Season” Concert by the Clover High School Choraliers 
 
  When:  Sunday, December 12 at 3:00 p.m. 
 
  Where: Clover High School Auditorium, 1625 Highway 55 W, Clover SC 29710  
 
  Cost: $8.00/ticket (All seats are reserved and must be ordered in advance).  
 
  Who to contact: Judy Zander ~ Phone or Text: 704-678-1633; Email: jzander5@att.net  
 

You will be impressed by the wonderfully accomplished young  
men and women who comprise the Clover Choraliers!  

Advent Bible Study  

Tuesday evenings  at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom 
 
During the Advent season we sing a hymn by Paul Gerhardt which ponders the question “O 
Lord, how shall I meet you, how welcome you aright?” It is a classic in Lutheran circles 
that begs us to ask an uncomfortable question – are we happy with the way we’ll be found 
when God returns?  
 

Please join us this Advent season, as we spend four weeks reading through the book of Mi-
cah. In a season where we focus our energies towards what it means to be a people who 
wait, Micah gives us a window into the nature of this God we worship and what is expected 
of us as we wait. Micah’s language has been used in many ways to bring great comfort and 
repentance. Through this text, we’ll aim to explore more fully the kind of people we are 
called to be!  
 

The study will be offered over Zoom. If you’re interested, email Chris Murphy at: 
chris@holytrinitygastonia.org 

mailto:Chris@holytrinitygastonia.org
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OUR  COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE ~ Heather Peoples 
 
So Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal 
with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him. Hebrews 9:28 
 

I am not an outdoorsy person and never have been, you can ask my parents. They still laugh about 
me and my dislike for campgrounds and everything involved with being “outdoors”. Maybe that’s 
why I can relate to some funny comments that I recently heard from Paul Tripp, a pastor and au-
thor. I know that not everyone will agree with his comments, some will totally disagree with them 
and don’t understand how someone could feel that way about being outside in God’s creation. 
 

A few of Paul’s comments: 
 

“I suspect the whole purpose of camping is to make you thankful for home. When you camp, eve-
rything is more difficult than it would be at home. In the beginning, that can be fun. But three or 
four days in, you begin to get tired of having to make a fire, having to search for drinkable water, 
and having to fish for supper. You quietly (or not so quietly) begin to long for home.” 
 

“The more time I spend on a campsite, the more I long for and appreciate the comforts of my own 
home. After sleeping in a plastic bag on the wet ground and not bathing for three days, I eagerly 
anticipate a soft mattress, a house powered by electricity, and a hot shower!” 
 

Paul goes on to compare his thoughts on camping and how they relate to the life of a Christian and 
it’s especially true during this season of Advent. I wasn’t fully aware of Advent and what it truly 
meant until coming to Holy Trinity. I always loved the weekly lighting of the Advent candles, the 
Chrismon tree and the other decorates but I didn’t know it wasn’t Christmas and that the season 
wasn’t all about the birth of Christ. Advent is different, it is about the waiting and preparation for 
the return of Christ at his second coming. So how does this relate to the camping comments by Paul 
Tripp? 
 

As Christians, we believe that this home is our temporary home and as life seems to be getting 
harder, more complicated, and more separated from Christ, don’t we all long for our eternal home? 
We long for a time when there is no more pain, no more tears and when we are in complete peace 
with one another and Christ. While camping would make me thankful for home and eager to go 
home, our time here on earth should have us yearning for our eternal home and the return of Christ. 
We should eagerly and patiently be waiting and preparing for His return. This waiting and prepar-
ing is what Advent is all about. 
 

However, the preparing shouldn’t be limited to the Advent season, we should be doing this every 
day. We can prepare by following the mission and vision of Holy Trinity; Knowing, Loving, and 
Sharing Christ. Being in God’s word, praying with God, loving others, and sharing the Good News 
with others are all ways that we can prepare and be ready for Christ’s return. Are you spending 
your time preparing for camping, with all of its difficulty and discomfort or are you preparing for 
Home and eternity with Christ? 
 

Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In my Father's house are many 
rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be 
also. John 14:1-3  
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CHURCH  COUNCIL  HIGHLIGHTS 
 

From the November 15 Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 

   
At the regular meeting of the Church Council on November 15 (via ZOOM) the following actions 
were taken: 
 
1.  Reviewed and approved a revised Job Description for the Organist position, upon John Siler’s 
resignation. 

2.  Approved the reception of New Disciples. 

3.  Requested Pastor Brack to begin the annual membership review process, and bring information to 
the next meeting. 

4.  Approved adding Pepie Jones to the Personnel Committee in January 2022, as Anna Houser’s 
term is completed. 

5.  Decided to form a team to examine our current process of Council member nominations, and to 
bring forth any recommendations for adjustments to the process. Noted that any changes would re-
quire a constitutional revision approved by the congregation. 

6.  Made decision to reach out personally to members who have not yet returned to in-person wor-
ship with us as the Covid pandemic is easing. 

7.  Made decision to make masks optional during worship services, and to return to the pre-Covid 
seating arrangements at both worship services. 

8.  Set the 2022 Leadership Retreat dates as January 21-22. 

9.  Assigned ballot counters for the November 21 congregational meeting. 

10.  Began to organize a team to write a continuing resolution outlining the duties of the Executive 
Committee. 

11.  Reviewed and approved the Job Description for the Interim Ministry Assistant. 

12. Reviewed and approved the 2022 Budget proposal, with plans to submit it to the congregation 
for approval. The proposed budget, and the new Interim Ministry Assistant position, will be ex-
plained at the Forum on December 5, and the Congregation will vote on them at the congregational 
meeting on December 12. 

13.  Received reports from the Treasurer and staff members. 
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Women’s Condolence Ministry 
 
One of the hardest events a family will experience is the death of a loved one. 
The mission of our Women’s Ministry and Condolence Teams is to supple-
ment the care given to families following the death of a disciple of Holy 
Trinity. This is accomplished by offering to provide a meal to the families 
which is prepared and served by the teams, on the day of a memorial service 
or funeral. 
 
We currently have four Condolence Teams (with two co-leaders each). The 
leaders organize the meal and purchase the entrée. The members of the team 
are then asked to provide homemade side dishes and desserts. Would you be 
willing to help with this ministry and serve on a team?  
 
On an average, you would only be called upon once or twice a year. And, if 
you can’t help at the time you are called, we understand! Help is also needed 
on the day of the meal to set up/serve and clean up. Please call the church 
office if you have any questions or if you are willing to serve! 

 
Circle of Patience: Sunday, December 5   1:00 p.m.  

   At the home of Nancy Sparks! The cost of the meal is $12 

   Please bring a $5.00 wrapped gift for our gift exchange and 

   items for the Wellington House 

    

Circle of Goodness: TBD  
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Your are invited to “Fill Your Cup”! 
 

We’ll have delicious café’ treats and deepen our friendships as we take 
time to fill our hearts and lives with God’s love. 

 
Come be filled by God’s love and be inspired  

to overflow into others’ lives! 
 

Saturday, January 29 

9 am - 12 noon 

Holy Trinity Fellowship Hall 

Annual Women’s General Meeting 

Followed by a  

Mini Retreat 

Registration and additional information to follow 
On Holy Trinity’s Website 

Holy Trinity Women ~ Save the Date! 
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HOLY  TRINITY  BLOOD  DRIVE  NEWS 

At our last blood drive we asked you to "carve" out time from your busy schedule and sign 
up for our October blood drive. Well, many of you did, and we provided 44 pints of blood 
to the American Red Cross! Thank you so very much.   
 
We hope you will also "carve" out time for our next blood drive to be held on Monday, 
February 28, 2022 from 3:00-7:30 pm. 
 

John and Charlotte Sautner 

 
 
 
 

 
Holy Trinity’s Men’s Ministry  

 
On Saturday, November 20 we held our annual M & M night. After a year off, it was good 
to get together for fellowship, food and an enjoyable movie “Courageous.” Since everyone 
is so busy during the month of December, we will not hold a meeting.  
 
Our next meeting will be held on Saturday, January 15. We will discuss the Second Key of 
what Lutherans believe.  
 
Also, please put the date of February 20, 2022 on your calendar! The men will be hosting a 
Valentine Adult social. So plan to wear your red for this event and enjoy a catered meal, 
music and good fellowship. Something we have not had for a while because of the pandem-
ic. Watch for the details. 
 
Bruce Zander 
Men’s Ministry Chair 
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DID  YOU  KNOW? 
 

Mick McMahan has been nominated for induction into the 2021 Class of the Artillery Of-
ficer Candidate School Hall of Fame in Ft. Sill, Oklahoma. The induction ceremony will 
be held in March of 2022.  
 
 
J. Ben Jones, son of Rick and Pepie Jones has successfully defended his dissertation and 
will receive his Doctor in Musical Arts degree in Conducting from UNC-Greensboro on 
December 11, 2021 after his hooding ceremony on December 10. Currently, Ben is teach-
ing a class this semester at Duke University and conducting the Duke Wind Symphony. 
He is also the Assistant Director of Bands at Elon University through the end of Spring 
semester 2022. 
 
 
You may remember that in 2013 new lights were installed in the PLC parking lot. This lot 
was designed without any lights at all. The closest lights were on the side of the building. 
So, we really needed to install additional lighting. As it turns out, we received a generous 
gift from Christine Smith to fully fund this project. At the time, she communicated that it 
was a gift. Recently she has revealed that in her mind it is a “thank you” gift to Holy Trin-
ity for the love and kindness that Holy Trinity showed to her husband, Pastor Jack, while 
he served at Holy Trinity. Here are her words: “The parking area lights beside the Parish 
Life Center are given to the Glory of God by Christine Smith as a gift of love for the 
many acts of kindness and love shown to Pastor Jack while he was on the ministry team at 
Holy Trinity for several years.”  
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The meals from our Rise Against Hunger Experience on 8/22/2021 have been 
shipped in a container totaling 285,120 meals from the Charlotte warehouse. 
Rise Against Hunger in-country partner Convoy of Hope in Haiti will receive 
the meals. Convoy of Hope is an organization that nourishes lives through 
food assistance and other services in Haiti. 
 
Thank you for generously giving of your time to volunteer and package meals!! 
We are sincerely grateful for your dedication and for sharing our vision of a world without hunger. 

Special Thanks from the Children’s Ministries 
 

Thank you again to all who helped serve with our Children’s Ministry at the Salvation  
Army on November 20th! We had an awesome time blessing others and being blessed!  
 
Sumner Rhodes 
Children’s Ministry Director 

I want to thank the congregation for all the support you gave me after the loss of Cynthia.  
The personal contact, phone calls, and cards that express your support and your love is appreciated. 
Holy Trinity is a Loving Congregation.   
 
Dennis Mercer 

Just a quick note of thanks to ALL who helped with the Farewell Reception for Pastor Jason & Jes-
sica in late October. Because of your willingness to help, it was a great reception! 
 
Several folks helped by bringing the plates and cups upstairs from the storage area and then wash-
ing them. Others helped set up the Fellowship Hall and decorate the space. Many baked and shared 
Autumn-themed desserts. Still others helped during the reception by serving and replenishing the 
table and beverages. After the event, many stayed and cleaned up including returning all items to 
their proper places!  
 
Thank you to our youth for helping reset the room for our Blood Drive which was taking place the 
very next morning! Thanks to the crew who individually packaged the left over goodies from the 
reception so they could be shared with those who attended the Blood Drive. They were eager to 
enjoy the ‘bonus” sweets. 
 
Thank you all for making the reception memorable,  
Pepie Jones 
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HOW DO YOUR FINANCIAL GIFTS GLORIFY GOD? 
 

Three times a year all your men must appear before the LORD your God at the place he will 
choose: at the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the Festival of Weeks and the Festival of Tabernacles. 
No one should appear before the LORD empty-handed: Each of you must bring a gift in proportion 
to the way the LORD your God has blessed you. (Deuteronomy 16: 16-17 NIV) 

We see in this verse, three times a year every male was to make a journey to the sanctuary in the 
city, that would be designated as Israel’s religious capital. At these festivals, each participant was 
encouraged to give what he could in proportion to what God had given him. God does not expect us 
to give more than we can, but we will be blessed when we give cheerfully. For some, 10 percent 
may be a burden. For most of us, that would be far too little. Look at what you have and then give 
in proportion to what you have been given. What is your response to those blessing God has be-
stowed on you? 

For those who like numbers:  Noted below we show our October 2021 offerings compared with 
our monthly budgeted ministry plan. Our staff and leaders continue to manage our expenditures. 
Our church leadership is doing their best to be good stewards of our financial resources. 

       Month of October 2021   YTD through October 2021 

Gifts Received:      $50,831      $456,106 

Budget for Ministries:     $61,538      $541,536 

Difference:       ($10,707)     ($85,430) 

Previous Year (2020) Comparison:  $41,878      $440,259 

Difference between 2021 & 2020:  $8,953      $15,847 

 

Thank you for your continued support of the ministries of Holy Trinity, 

Lee Stadther 

Church Treasurer 2021 

 

Missed Worship Services on Sunday? 

If you miss a Sunday, please consider mailing your gift to the church using your offering envelope 
(which can be used as a self-addressed envelope) or give online @ www.holytrinitygastonia.org/ 
and click on the Online Giving* tab. 

*Holy Trinity Lutheran Church discourages the irresponsible use of credit cards. We offer the op-
portunity to donate by credit/debit card as a convenience to those who manage their finances in a 
God-honoring way. 



16 

 

CHILDREN’ MINISTRY EVENTS  IN  DECEMBER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Our children’s ministry & youth ministry are planning to attend the Gastonia 
Christmas Parade on Sunday, December 5th. Everyone is invited! Bring a cup or 
thermos for a treat of delicious hot cider. If you would like for your child to ride 
on the church van to the parade, please meet in the church parking lot by 3:30 
p.m. If not, please meet in the First United Methodist Church parking lot by 3:45 
p.m. 
 
 
 

Christmas Caroling—Sunday December 12 
 
 

The children’s ministry & youth ministry are also teaming up to go Christmas 
Caroling together. We will visit our homebound disciples and those in nursing 
facilities on Sunday, December 12.  Please meet at the church by 4:45 p.m., as 
the church van will leave at 5:00 p.m. 
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It’s hard to believe we’re already wrapping up our fall season. We will be fin-
ishing reading through the Small Catechism this month, after spending the past 
few months digging into this basic statement of faith. The Small Catechism is a 
booklet written by Martin Luther which summarizes the Christian faith in a 
simple way. While it’s often thought of as a book for children and young peo-
ple, it is beneficial for all ages. If you haven’t read through the Catechism be-
fore—or if you haven’t picked it up since your confirmation—I encourage you 
to pick up and read through it. You will be edified. 

Youth December Schedule:  
 

• December 4: Rake and Run. Meet at church at 10:30am. We will plan to finish by 1:00pm.  

• December 5: SNL: 5:30 - 7:00pm. Note the time change due to Gastonia Christmas Parade. 
All families are invited to meet downtown at 3:45pm to watch the parade. We’ll start SNL af-
terward. (We can take the church van, if needed; meet in the PLC parking lot at 3:30.)  

• December 11: Rake and Run (if needed.) 

• December 12: SNL 5:00 - 7:15pm. (Note time change: we will be going Christmas caroling.) 

• December 19: SNL 5:00 - 7:00pm 

• December 22: Christmas Party!  6:00 - 9:15pm 

• December 26: No SNL. Merry Christmas and happy St. Stephen’s Day!  

 
Please note: On December 12th, we will be going Christmas caroling, visiting homebound mem-
bers and friends. Please ensure that your youth bring a face mask, since we will be visiting older/
immunocompromised folks. Also, note that we will be going out to eat dinner that evening 
(location TBD,) so please send $10-ish per youth. (Let me know if this is a burden in advance, and 
we can make arrangements.)  
 
Finally, please RSVP to the Christmas party by December 15th. We will have dinner, games, and 
an overall great time! More information to follow. 
 
As always, friends are welcome at all of our events, so feel free to invite them! 
 
Respectfully yours, 
Cody Carpenter 

 
Looking Ahead: Stay tuned for information regarding Workcamp 2022! We plan on partnering 
with other churches in our mission district to serve our local neighbors in need. Workcamp is a 
great opportunity for high schoolers to join together with fellow believers, serving our neighbors in 
Jesus’ name. It’s a week of service, worship, and Bible study, intertwined with great fellowship. 
Information regarding location, dates, and registration will be available soon!  

We have a fun, busy, December planned for our youth!  



If you would like your name or someone else’s name added to the prayer list, please fill-out a prayer card at 
church, email, or call the church office. Only the hospitalized and grieving members are added automatically. 

• Shirley Anderson and Family, at the death of her brother,  

 Willard Hauck, from Covid on 11/22 

• Paulette Brice, preparing for cancer surgery on 11/29 

• Diane George, for recovery following surgery on 11/18.   

• Mike Brunnemer, in rehab following open heart surgery on 11/11 

• Libby Toler, hospitalized after heart attack, and preparing for  

 surgery on 12/14 

• Maynard Bridges, upcoming heart procedure 

• John Renick, for healing after a mild stroke on 10/11 

• Wanda Christman, continuing health concerns 

• Janet Green, having issues with back pain after knee replacement surgery 

• For all others affected by Covid-19, including Noelle McBee (granddaughter 

of Jaine and Bob Burleson), Lori and Todd Curry (relatives of Libby Toler), Kay 

and Carl Waters and Julie Spicer (friends of Teleena Stadther), Audrey Evans 

(with Covid 19 pneumonia)  

• Homebound:  Caroline Banker, Rob Frye, Dell Guffey, Larry McSpadden, Ann 

Riggs, Hilda Teumer, Kathy Wallace, Iris Work  

• Barbara Grau, friend of Rick and Pepie Jones, issues with kidneys and waiting 

for diagnosis and treatment 

• Minnie Campbell, mother of LaVada Barnhill, after knee surgery on 11/22 

• For our country to grow in ways that value the sanctity of all life 

• For those who do not yet trust Jesus for salvation, and for the Holy Spirit to 

work in HT Disciples to increase our passion to share Christ with others 

• For the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ethiopia, as the nation is experienc-

ing unrest 

• Students, Teachers, School Employees and Families during the 2021-2022 

school year 

• For release of Leah Sharibu, Christian teenager held as a slave by Boko Haram  

• Pr. Yousef Nadarkhani, arrested for his Christian witness in a Muslim country 

• Voice of the Martyrs Ministry, for God’s continued blessing  

• Robin Simmons, daughter of Iris Work, for overall health 

• Family & friends actively serving in the military:  Brett Boyd, Mae Dodd, Ma-

son Fox, Brian Hanna, Tyler Hearn, Andrew Lambert, Marcus Rhodes, Luke Say-

lors 

• For safety and peace of healthcare workers: Beth Cook, Melodie Garrison, 

Kailey Hinds, Lynn Ledbetter, Anna Murphy, Reggie Parlier, Jennifer Sutley and 

all others 
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With special joy, we recognize and celebrate these birthdays in the months of  
December & January.  We are thankful for the life and spirit of the birthdays we celebrate.   

May the blessings of God flow in the life of each of you. 

 
1 Darlene Harper 

3 Aydan Hawkins, Brenda Jenkins, Anita Stiles 

5 Vicky Heinrich, Jerry Sofley 

7 Cobey Silverstrim 

9 Missy O'Donohue 

10 Andrew Luksa, Shelly Murphy 

11 Heather Peoples 

12 Bob Burleson, Pinkney Froneberger, Marilyn 
 Kosak 

14 Eric Anderson 

15 Jacob  Garrison, Kendall Garrison, Rick Jones 

19 Butch Gibbon 

20 Nancy Lemke 

23 Jo Carole Carson 

26 Jane Warren 

29 Derrick Cline 

30 John Doster 

31  Bob Barnhill, Tracy Fox 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Cindy Garrison 

2 Shaina Hinds 

3 Braden Oakes 

6 Frankie Lewis 

8 Gabriel Mathews, Joshua Mathews 

9 Holly Hawkins, Steve McLamb 

11 Rebecca Cloninger 

12 Franz Kellar, Evan Peoples 

13 Joel Henry 

14 Nan Brooks 

16 Craig Kluttz 

17 Abigail Lineberry 

18 Rob Dyer 

19 Bob Ferguson, Henry Gompers 

20 Destiny Lindley 

22 Bruce Garrison 

23 Bill Madden, Barbara Parlier 

26 Susan Kluttz, Carla Oakes, Charlotte Sautner 

27 Iris Work 

29 Gary Linsenmayer 

31 John Peoples  
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Knowing, Loving and Sharing Christ 
Phone:  704-864-0378 Fax:  704-864-4959 

Website:  www.holytrinitygastonia.org 
 

MINISTRY  STAFF 
 

Lead Pastor      Braxton East  brack@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Director of Music Ministries   Chris Murphy  chris@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Children’s Ministry Director   Sumner Rhodes sumner@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Church Office Administrator   Teddi Daniels  teddi@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Facility & Ministry Administrator  Ellie Holloway ellie@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Custodian      David Stephens 


