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“Knowing, Loving and Sharing Christ” 
 
 
 

 
 
 

“See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God;  
and that is what we are.”  1 John 3:1 

 
The Third Sunday in Easter 

 
 

Sunday, April 18, 2021 ~ 11:15 am 
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HOLY COMMUNION 
 

WELCOME GUESTS 
 
Welcome to worship at Holy Trinity where we praise the living God, and where we are 
fed spiritually by God’s holy Word and by his presence and forgiveness offered to us 
in Holy Communion each week. You are invited to participate in communion with us 
as you desire. Holy Communion is offered to all Christians who believe in Christ’s 
presence and forgiveness in this holy meal.  

 
Hearing assistance devices are available ~ please see an usher. 

 
Parents of Young Children:  We are so pleased when your whole family worships 
with us. We also recognize that sometimes it is difficult for parents to worship when 
they are concerned about their young children. We hope the following is helpful: 

 
•We have a nursery for infants through children 3 years old. It is located downstairs. 
 
 
 
 

GATHERING:   WE PREPARE FOR WORSHIP 
 

 
 

THEME FOR THE DAY 
 

The important part of being and making disciples is doing one thing Jesus did:  He 
rested in his identity, which is Son of God.  It’s important for us to cling to our 
identity as forgiven children of God.  Living in that identity will give us confidence 
and strength as we follow Jesus as a modern-day disciple.  Because he’s with us now  
(by his Holy Spirit in us) we have all we need to tell and show others so they can 
become disciples of Jesus too.   
 
PRELUDE               Angela Swicegood 
 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
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A BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
Alleluia!  Christ is risen!  
Christ is risen, indeed!  Alleluia! 
 

Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer has dominion 
over him.  
On this day the Lord has acted; we will rejoice and be glad in it.  Alleluia! 
 

We join together with Christians throughout the whole world to celebrate the victory 
of life and light over the darkness of sin and death. However, until Christ comes 
again, we need the assurance that today’s sins are forgiven in him.   
 
~ Please kneel as able ~ 
 
Almighty God, 
we confess that we are sinful and in need of a savior. Our sins have 
damaged our relationship with you and with others, too. We need your 
forgiveness and the healing of our relationships. By the Spirit of the Risen 
Christ, give us the assurance of your forgiveness. 
Amen. 
 
In great mercy God has given us a new birth into a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.  In obedience to our Lord’s command, as an ordained 
minister of the church of Christ, and by His authority, I announce to you the 
forgiveness of all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit.   To all who believe in the risen Jesus Christ, he gives the power to 
become children of God, inheritors of eternal life, and instruments of God’s forgiving 
grace to the world. 
 
Amen!  Alleluia! 
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Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing! 
 

 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Let us pray.   
 

O God, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world, rescuing us 
from the hopelessness of death. Grant your faithful people a share in the joys that 
are eternal; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen.  
 

~ Please be seated ~ 
 

WORD 
 
THE FIRST LESSON:   Acts 3:12-19 
 
A reading from Acts, the 3rd chapter. 
 
12[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do 
you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk?13The 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors 
has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the presence 
of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. 14But you rejected the Holy and 
Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, 15and you killed the 
Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 16And by 
faith in his name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and 
know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the 
presence of all of you. 
  17“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your 
rulers. 18In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that 
his Messiah would suffer. 19Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may 
be wiped out.” 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALMODY:    Psalm 4 
 
~ We will pray responsively ~ 
 
 1Answer me when I call, O God of my right! 
 You gave me room when I was in distress. 
 Be gracious to me, and hear my prayer. 
 2How long, you people, shall my honor suffer shame? 
 How long will you love vain words, and seek after lies? 
 
 3But know that the LORD has set apart the faithful for himself; 
 the LORD hears when I call to him. 
 4When you are disturbed, do not sin; 
 ponder it on your beds, and be silent. 
 
 5Offer right sacrifices, 
 and put your trust in the LORD. 
 6There are many who say, "O that we might see some good! 
 Let the light of your face shine on us, O LORD!" 
 
 7You have put gladness in my heart 
 more than when their grain and wine abound. 
 8I will both lie down and sleep in peace; 
 for you alone, O LORD, make me lie down in safety. 
 
THE SECOND LESSON:    1 John 3:1-7 
 
A reading from 1 John, the 3rd chapter. 
 
1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; 
and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not 
know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been 
revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we 
will see him as he is. 3And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as 
he is pure. 
  4Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You know 
that he was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6No one who 
abides in him sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known him. 7Little 
children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just 
as he is righteous. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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ALLELUIA VERSE 

 
~ Please stand as able ~ 

 
 
THE GOSPEL READING      Luke 24:36b-48 

 
The holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 24th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
36bJesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with 
you.” 37They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a 
ghost. 38He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your 
hearts? 39Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; 
for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 40And when he had 
said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 41While in their joy they were 
disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to 
eat?” 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate in their 
presence. 
  44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still 
with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and 
the psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the 
scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer 
and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of 
sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You 
are witnesses of these things.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

~Please be seated~ 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
THE SERMON   Never Lose Sight of Your Identity in Jesus Pastor Brack 

 
 
I Need Thee Every Hour 

 
~ Please stand as able ~ 
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NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, 
     the Father, the Almighty, 
          maker of heaven and earth, 
          of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
     We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
          the only Son of God, 
          eternally begotten of the Father, 
          God from God, Light from Light, 
          true God from true God, 
          begotten, not made, 
          of one Being with the Father. 
          Through him all things were made. 
          For us and for our salvation 
               he came down from heaven; 
               by the power of the Holy Spirit 
                    he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 
                    and was made man. 
          For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
               he suffered death and was buried. 
               On the third day he rose again 
                    in accordance with the Scriptures; 
               he ascended into heaven 
                    and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
          He will come again in glory to judge the living                 
            and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
     We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
          who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
          With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
          He has spoken through the prophets. 
          We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
          We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
          We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
               and the life of the world to come.   Amen 
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 
After each portion of the prayers: 
 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
The prayers conclude: 
 
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy, 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

~Please stand as able~ 
 

 
 

MEAL 
 
PEACE 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
 
OFFERING 
 
~Please be seated~ 
 

Disciples of Holy Trinity give generously and sacrificially of their first fruits to support 
the work of God in the world. Your offerings here allow the life-changing ministries of 
Holy Trinity to continue and grow.  If you are a first-time guest today, you are not 
expected to contribute but you may do so if you desire. 
 
 
OFFERTORY                           
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



April 18, 2021 14 11:15 AM 

OFFERTORY RESPONSE 
 
~Please stand as able ~ 

 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 
Let us pray.  
 
Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower 
us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad 
and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever-living God. But 
chiefly we are bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of our Lord; for he is 
the true Passover Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who by his death 
has destroyed death, and by his rising has brought us to eternal life.   
 

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, 
cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join in their unending hymn:  
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF BREAD AND WINE 
 

~ Please be seated ~ 
 
Holy Communion is offered to all Christians who believe in Christ’s real presence and 
desire the assurance of his forgiveness in this sacrament.  
 
As you come forward to receive Communion, please maintain at least six feet distance 
from other people.   Please keep your mask on until you are just about to receive the 
bread and wine of Communion.  After you receive the wafer of bread, you may pick up 
an empty cup, and the assisting minister will fill it with wine.  Children who have 
not been instructed about the meaning of Holy Communion are invited to fold their 
hands and receive a blessing.  If you are unable to approach the altar please inform 
an usher, and ministers will bring the sacrament to you near the end of the 
distribution. 
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LAMB OF GOD 

 
After all have returned to their place, the minister will invite all to stand and then say these or 
similar words: 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 
grace.   Amen. 
 
POST- COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 
Mighty and compassionate God, you have brought us over from death to life through 
your Son, our risen Savior, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the sacrament 
of his body and blood. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son's resurrection, that we 
may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
 
May almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and raise you to 
newness of life. 
Amen!  Thanks be to God! 
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Praise the Lord! Rise up Rejoicing! 

 
 

DISMISSAL  
 
Go in Peace, Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE                                       Angela Swicegood 
 
 

TODAY’S ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

The altar flowers are Given to the glory of God 
and in honor of their son, 

Joseph Benjamin Jones 
on his 35th birthday 

by Rick & Pepie Jones  
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PLEASE PRAY FOR ……………… 

 
• The Family and friends of Don McMahan, at his death on 4/12 
• Ann Riggs, following back surgery on 4/14, now living in Covenant Healthcare 

permanently 
• Oscar Doster, recovering after fall at Covenant Village and trip to ER 
• Brenda Jenkins, recovering at home after ER visit for severe back pain 
• Marty Leonard, recovering after surgery on 3/30; awaiting test results 
• PRAISE:  Rick Jones, successful results from medical tests on 4/8 
• Fanny McAlister, recovering at Peak Resources following surgery 
• Jim Guffey, at Lincolnton Rehab Center for continued recovery 
• Wanda Christman, regaining strength after viral meningitis 
• For those affected by Covid-19, including Phyllis Brown, friend of the Hinds 

family, in ICU 
• Homebound:  Caroline Banker, Oscar Doster, Rob Frye, Fanny McAlister, Larry 

McSpadden, Ann Riggs, Hilda Teumer, Kathy Wallace, Iris Work  
• For our country to grow in ways that value the sanctity of all life 
• For those who do not yet trust Jesus for salvation, and for the Holy Spirit to 

work in HT Disciples to increase our passion to share Christ with others 
• The Family of Chris Fredrickson, at his death this week. He was the husband of 

Cody Carpenter’s cousin.  
• Rodney Badger, family friend of Kristi and Cody Carpenter, in hospice care.  
• Chad Barnes, son of Butch and Billie, diagnosed with lymphoma of the bone, 

starting chemotherapy on 4/19 
• PRAISE:  Stephanie McMahan, family member of Mick & Carla McMahan, 

successful surgery for colorectal cancer, prayers for continued healing 
• Joy Sanders, suffering from cancer. Prayers requested for recovery. 
• For release of Leah Sharibu, Christian teenager held as a slave by Boko Haram  
• Pr. Yousef Nadarkhani, arrested for his Christian witness in a Muslim country 
• Robin Simmons, daughter of Iris Work, for overall health 
• Students, Parents, Teachers and School Staff during the 2020-2021 school year 
• Family & friends actively serving in the military:  Jonathan Brinkley, Brett 

Boyd, Mae Dodd, Trevor Dunlap, Mason Fox, Brian Hanna, Tyler Hearn, Andrew 
Lambert, Luke Saylors 

• For the safety of healthcare workers:  Beth Cook, Melodie Garrison, Kailey 
Hinds, Lynn Ledbetter, Anna Murphy, Reggie Parlier, Jennifer Sutley and all others 
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THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR 
 

 
 Sunday ~ April 18 
 Herald Deadline 

8:30 am Contemporary Worship Service 
10:00 am Sunday School 
11:15 am Traditional Worship Service 
2:00 pm Funeral of Don McMahan 
5:00 pm SNL 

  
 Monday ~ April 19 

1:00 pm Staff Meeting 
7:00 pm Council Meeting (via Zoom) 

  
 Tuesday ~ April 20 
  
 Wednesday ~ April 21 
  
 Thursday ~ April 22 
  
 Friday ~ April 23 

10:00 am Bulletin Crew 
  
 Saturday ~ April 24 

9:00 am Men’s Ministry Breakfast 
9:00 am Youth Ministry – Spring Retreat in Statesville 

  
 Sunday ~ April 25 

8:30 am Contemporary Worship Service 
10:00 am Sunday School 
11:15 am Traditional Worship Service 
5:00 pm SNL 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
 
Welcome Angela Swicegood, who is serving as organist today while Dr. Siler is on 
vacation. Angela, thank you for blessing Holy Trinity with your ministry of music 
today! 
 
The Herald deadline for May articles is TODAY! Please be sure to send your 
articles to Anita Stiles – thank you! 
 
New Ladies Bible Study – “Living Free” by Beth Moore – starts this Tuesday, 
April 20 at 6:30pm via Zoom. This six-week study will help you develop a Godward 
focus in life through prayer and Bible study. Cost of the book is $17.50.  Please 
contact Anna Houser to get involved! 
 
New Bible Study – “Psalms” – starting next Thursday April 29 at 7pm. We will 
journey via Zoom through the Psalms together... We will read them, study them, 
meditate on, and pray them… all the while hoping for God to lead us into a deeper 
sense of what it means to be a church that prays. Contact Chris Murphy for details.  
 
Meetings This Week: 

• Church Council Meeting – Monday at 7pm 
• LaVerne Davis Lifegroup – Wednesday at 10am 
• Men’s Ministry Breakfast – Saturday at 9am 

 
Maren East and Jonathan Webster are getting married: In celebration of their 
upcoming marriage, the HTLC Women’s Ministry invites you to 
help us honor Maren and Jonathan today as well as next Sunday, April 25. Please 
see the April Herald for details.  
 
April is Crisis Assistance Ministry (CAM) month at Holy Trinity!  We are 
collecting non-perishable food items to help those in need in our community. Please 
remember CAM on your next trip to the grocery store!  Items most needed now: 
Canned meats and veggies, spaghetti, oatmeal/grits, Jello, crackers, cake 
mixes, condiments and cooking oils. Donations can be placed in our Welcome 
Center.  
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This week’s birthdays: Robbie Oakes (4/18), Betty Blalock, Lauren Harris (4/20), 
Debbie Keller, Ashley King, Bridget Niemeyer (4/21), Reggie Parlier (4/24), Margaret 
Abernethy (4/25).  Birthday blessings and love to you all!  
 
This Week’s Bible Readings from the 2-year Daily Lectionary: 
Monday:           Daniel 4:19-27; 1 John 3:19-4:6; Luke 4:14-30 
Tuesday:          Daniel 4:28-37; 1 John 4:7-21; Luke 4:31-37 
Wednesday:     Daniel 5:1-12; 1 John 5:1-12; Luke 4:38-44 
Thursday:        Daniel 5:13-30; 1 John 5:13-20; Luke 5:1-11 
Friday:             Daniel 6:1-15; 2 John 1-13; Luke 5:12-26 
Saturday:         Daniel 6:16-28; 3 John 1-15; Luke 5:27-39 
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CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRY 
 

 
 

Children’s Ministry 
 
Good morning!  We are meeting for Sunday School this morning at 10am – 
we look forward to seeing you all there! 
  
     
 
 

Youth Ministry 
 
Correction concerning the youth Carolina Mission Region Spring Youth Event 
in Statesville. It is actually scheduled for next Sat. April 24th. The youth will 
meet at the church at 9 a.m. to travel to Statesville to assemble flood buckets and 
fellowship with other youth from our mission region. We plan to return around 3 
p.m. This means we will have SNL tonight at 5 p.m. and we will not meet for 
SNL on April 25th.  Hope to see you all tonight! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



April 18, 2021 24 11:15 AM 

THANKS TO TODAY’S SERVERS 
  

PLC Doors: Amy East 
Credenza (Attendance / Hand Sanitizer):  Betty Blalock 
Seater: Jerry & LaRae Campbell 
Dismissal: Jerry Campbell 
Dismissal PLC Doors: LaRae Campbell 
Lector: Dennis Mercer 
Prayer of the Church Leader: Chris Murphy 
Church Offering: Charlotte Eaker, Lee Stadther 

 
 

HOLY TRINITY MINISTRY TEAM 
 
Ministers 

 
Holy Trinity Disciples 

Lead Pastor Braxton C. East brack@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Associate Pastor Jason Dampier jason@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Children’s Ministry Director Jaimie Cline jaimie@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Music Director Chris Murphy chris@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Organist Dr. John Siler jsiler4@att.net 
Church Office Administrator Teddi Daniels teddi@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Facility & Ministry Administrator Ellie Holloway ellie@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Custodian David Stephens  
Nursery Supervisor Gracie Bennett, Shaina Hinds 

 
 
 
 
 

Knowing, Loving and Sharing Christ 
 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 
805 South York Street ~ Gastonia, North Carolina 28052 

Telephone: (704)864-0378 ~ Facsimile: (704)864-4959 
www.holytrinitygastonia.org 

 
 

Worship materials from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #29938 New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of 
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