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PART 2  OF  “JOINING  JESUS  ON  HIS  MISSION” 
Coming in January 

 
Our mission as disciples of Jesus is to share his mission with the world around 
us, thus creating more and more disciples. This is exactly how the Church began 
2000 years ago, and how it spread dramatically in the early centuries. 
Unfortunately the Church somehow, in the intervening centuries, moved away 
from its primary mission of sharing Christ and making disciples. But today at 
Holy Trinity, we are working to get “back on track” with Jesus and his mission.   
 
Many of our Holy Trinity disciples participated in a small group for the “Joining Jesus on His 
Mission” course which ran last fall. It was a GREAT step forward for us in the right direction. Now 
we plan to continue that by offering three opportunities for you: 

 

 •  Existing small groups will be encouraged to do the “Joining Jesus:  Show Me How”  
     Study beginning in mid-late January.  (This is “Part 2” of the study we did last Fall.)  

 

 •  New “Joining Jesus” small groups will be formed for those who missed out on Part 1.  

  

 •  Pastors Brack and Jason, and Chris Murphy will give Sunday morning sermons on the     
     Part 2 study. 
 
EVERYONE is encouraged to participate this time. We showed that we can do small groups safely 
by limiting size, wearing masks and sometimes meeting on ZOOM. Please feel confident that you 
can safely join a group! 

RESULTS  FROM  DECEMBER  13  CONGREGATIONAL  VOTES  
Both Approved 

 
As you know, we had two questions before us that we needed to prayerfully decide. As it turns out, 
both questions were approved, almost unanimously: 
 
1)  The Operating Budget for 2021 in the amount of $639,997 was approved. This is within 0.5% of 
our current 2020 budget. We’re trusting that God will continue to provide for our ministry needs as 
we enter into the 2021 pandemic. 
 
2) The amendments to the NALC Constitution, which provide for biennial rather than annual  
convocations, and for various ways to achieve a 50/50 balance between clergy and lay representa-
tives at the convocation. We have forwarded our approval to the NALC offices; the amendments will 
become official once 2/3 of the congregations approve them. 
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DID  YOU  KNOW  THAT  WE  LOVE  TO  SHARE  GOOD  NEWS   
ABOUT  OUR  DISCIPLES??? 

 
Sometimes, we don’t know when you have good news. You can help us with this  
by contacting Ellie in the church office 704-864-0378 or Anita Stiles 704-718-1738 
with   good news. Thank you!

Happy New Year! Bye, bye, 2020!! Hello, 2021!!! Thanks be to God!!!! 
 
Most of you are probably reading this during the last few days of Christmas. It may not seem that 
way after your Christmas tree lit up your New Year’s Eve party and your lights have been tucked 
away in the corner to collect dust for another year. Of course, some of you may be reading this dur-
ing Epiphany, but I’m not quite ready to jump to Epiphany yet. I know we started hearing Christmas 
songs after Halloween, but I’m not ready to let go of the theme of Christmas just yet. 
 
As much as we are relieved to get 2020 behind us, perhaps it taught us a little something about 
Christmas. During the season of Christmas, we get so caught up in making Christmas so perfect as if 
it’s not the same if so and so can’t be with us or if we can’t worship in person and sing with the brass 
choir. We try so hard that we can easily forget what the message of Christmas is supposed to be to us 
and the world around us. 
 
Tom Wright, a biblical scholar, reminded me of an important point concerning the early days of 
Christmas. In a video about the story of Christmas, he said, “Christmas does not tell us about a nice 
time when everybody was happy. It tells us about a very dark time when everything was pretty  
miserable.” Christmas is not about having everything perfect. It’s about God entering into this dark 
and miserable world to do something about the mess that we find ourselves in. I, along with the rest 
of you, am grateful that 2020 is behind us and that a new year has dawned; however, I hate to say 
that we will probably be crying out for 2022 in no time, given the circumstances. 
 
The good news for us is that our hope does not come from January 1. It comes from our risen Lord 
who entered this miserable world as a baby lying in a manger. If he could make something good out 
of that story, under those circumstances, he can certainly make something good out of us, in our 
time, under our circumstances. Thanks be to God! 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Jason 
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HOLY  TRINITY’S  MINISTRY  EMPHASIS  FOR  2021 
Knowing, Loving and SHARING Christ 

 
In 2021, we will be continuing to grow into the fullness of what we know God  
desires for us:  To BE disciples, and to MAKE disciples, for Jesus.  
 
Since it “takes one to make one” we will structure ministries and opportunities which help our in-
dividual members grow as disciples first, and we will train and equip our growing disciples to go 
out and make disciples for Jesus. We got a good start on this path last year with the “Joining Jesus 
on His Mission” study. In 2021, we will continue Part 2 of this study, and we’ll encourage our in-
dividual disciples to grow deeper in discipleship in their own personal lives. Part of that will be 
through “Life-to-Life Discipleship” activities such as discipleship triads and quads. The relation-
ship growth and faith growth which results from these activities is tremendous! We also want to 
build on Holy Trinity’s already-good record of sharing love with others through helping ministries. 
We want to expand our support for local and distant ministries such as Crisis Assistance Minis-
tries, Food for the Poor, Backpack Weekend Food Program, Salvation Army, Matthew 25:40, Casa 
Bernabe Orphanage, Samaritan’s Purse, and more… 
 
Of course, this is not an all-inclusive description of our 2021 ministries, but it is a good high-level 
picture of where we’re headed, as the Holy Spirit leads us. –And as we follow him. 

As with everyone this year, the Welcome Team has had to adapt to the ever-changing government 
mandates concerning COVID. With the help from staff and council members, we came up with a 
plan to ensure that those attending in-person worship felt safe and the precautions in place allowed 
them to worship and fellowship with others. I would like to express a huge THANK YOU to those 
that volunteered to assist on Sunday mornings, namely Betty Blalock, Jerry and LaRae Campbell, 
Jessica Dampier, Amy East, Pepie Jones, Bob and Marilyn Kosak, John and Debbie Long, Heather 
and Evan Peoples, Dana Rice and Anita Stiles.   
 
When the government regulations begin to ease up, we plan on returning to offering coffee and  
refreshments during the Sunday School hour. Until then, we ask that you continue to sign up for 
worship, (for contact tracing purposes), wear your mask, sit approximately six feet apart,  
refrain from gathering in groups, and use hand sanitizer as needed.   
 
Thank you for your continued patience during these unprecedented times. If you would like to assist 
the Welcome Team on Sunday mornings, let one of our greeters know. 
 
Blessings in Christ, 
Donna Allen 
Welcome Team Chair 
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BLOOD  DRIVE  COMING  IN  FEBRUARY 
Monday, February 22 ~ 3:00 - 7:30 p.m. 

 
Our next blood drive will be on Monday, February 22 from 3:00 - 7:30 p.m. 1 Corinthians says 
“And now these three remain: faith, hope, and love.  But the greatest of these is LOVE.” One of  
the greatest ways to show your love for others is to give the gift of life: blood. Please sign up on 
line or call me at 704-860-3399 and I will sign you up. Looking forward to seeing you there! 
 
Charlotte Sautner 
Blood Drive Coordinator 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Please help us Share the Warmth with our neighbors this winter! 
 

Needed:  WARM,  Clean and Gently used Coats. 
 

(No raincoats, sweatshirts or lightweight jackets, please.) 
 

The collection box is located in the Parish Life Center. 

 
 
 
 

HOLY  TRINITY  ~  2020  GIVING  TREE  UPDATE 
 

What a giving congregation!! Your donations have made a difference in the life of so many! 
  
 ~  The Salvation Army of Gaston County (gifts for children) 
 ~  Adopt a Foster Child/Lutheran Family Services of the Carolinas (gifts for children) 
 ~  Heritage Oaks Assisted Living Facility (gifts for residents) 
 ~  Friends of Holy Trinity (gifts for children) 

~  Weekend BackPack Hunger Project at Lingerfeldt Elementary (monetary donations) 
 ~  Sponsorship and special gifts for Cristoffer and Manolo at Casa Benabe` Orphanage in 
     Guatemala (monetary donations)  
   

Thank you for Knowing, Loving and Sharing Christ!  



5  

 

Every serious believer longs to summon up the kind of boldness and faith that can stand firm on 
Mount Carmel and pray down heaven into impossible situations. Yet few are willing to go through 
the process required to get them there. Strength of faith, character, and boldness can only be shaped 
in the hidden fires of silence, sameness, solitude, and adversity. Those who patiently wait on God in 
the darkness emerge with their holy loyalty cemented, their courage emblazoned, and their confident 
belief in Him set afire. 
 
Join us via Zoom on this 7-session journey led by Priscilla Shirer through the life and times of the 
prophet Elijah to discover how the fire on Mount Carmel was forged in the valley of famine. And 
how the emboldened, fiery faith you desire is being fashioned by God in your life right now. 
 
The books will be ordered in advance and the details given as you sign up to participate. The cost of 
the book will be approximately $18.00 
 
If you are interested in participating, please sign up by contacting Anna Houser at 704-813-
6560 or annaplus2girls@gmail.com.   

Ladies’ Bible Study 
 

7-Week Study beginning  
Tuesday, February 2 at 6:30 p.m. 

JOIN  US  AT  THE  NEXT  SONSHINERS  MEETING 
Tuesday, January 12 at 11:00 a.m. 

 
In December, we enjoyed a catered lunch from O’Charleys and a musical program of Christmas 
songs by Holy Trinity’s very talented Chris Murphy.  
 
Our next event is Tuesday, January 12 at 11:00 a.m. at Holy Trinity with Pizza and Bingo. All are 
welcome to join this fun-loving and sometimes traveling group. Come and find out the plans we 
have for 2021. If you have any questions or want to know if you can attend (you can), please call 
me at 704-678-1633 or email me at jzander5@att.net. Looking forward to seeing everyone. 
 
Judy Zander 
SONshiners Chairperson 

mailto:annaplus2girls@gmail.com
mailto:jzander5@att.net
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JANUARY  CIRCLE  MEETINGS 
 

Circle of Patience: Sunday, January 3  3:00 p.m.   Room 25 
   Program:   Making Cards for Homebound Disciples 
   Hostess:    Please bring your own snack OR individually wrapped  
     snacks to share and bring your own drink. 

    

    
Circle of Goodness: Thursday, January 14  10:00 a.m.  Room 25 
   Program:   Judy Zander 
   Hostess:   Shirley Anderson  
   Card Ministry:  Tess Gibbons 

The Holy Trinity Women’s Ministry Team would like to welcome Debra Henning as our new  
Service/Missions Director. Debra was very active at her prior church in Minnesota and we look for-
ward to her bringing that experience to Holy Trinity. Debra is stepping in to fill LaVada Barnhill’s 
term. After holding the office for many years, LaVada has resigned. Thank you, LaVada, for your 
service and all of the projects you led over the years.               
  
Thank you to everyone that donated items for Heritage Oaks and other facilities. Over 700 items and 
money to be used toward items were donated; over 400 of those were delivered to Heritage Oaks and 
the other items were sent to Wellington House. Thank you for the love that you shared with this  
often forgotten group of people. 
  
Here are some important updates: 

 

•  The painting party that was scheduled in December had to be cancelled and while we were hoping 
to reschedule for January, it will be pushed out to late-February or early March. This change is to be 
cautious about the uptick in COVID-19 cases which will likely happen after Christmas and it will 
allow us to change the theme to Easter. More information will be coming in a few weeks. 

 

•  There will not be a Spring Retreat in 2021. The planning and deposits for this event have to start 
now and based on current restrictions and circumstances, it doesn’t feel safe having the event. We 
hope to have a day retreat, at the church, later in the year. 

 

•  Lastly, there will not be an Annual General Meeting. This meeting is when new leaders are elect-
ed and last year it was voted to change terms from 1-year to 2-years, so there is no need for elec-
tions. In addition, this meeting would be difficult to conduct virtually and would most likely, have 
low attendance. There will be an email sent out with the information that is typically provided at this 
meeting, items such as financial numbers and the year-end review. 
  
Thank you for your support in 2020 and we hope that 2021 will allow us to have more fellowship 
opportunities that help us grow in relationships with each other and in Christ. 
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PASTORAL  SABBATICAL  FUND 
 
In the fall of 2019, the Church Council approached Pastor Brack to discuss offering him a three-
month sabbatical. The NALC recommends a sabbatical every seven years during a pastor’s call.  
The sabbatical provides a pastor a paid time leave to reflect on Personal and Spiritual Growth, Rest 
and Renewal for the betterment of the Pastor and the Congregation. Since no policy was in place at 
Holy Trinity, the Personnel Committee was asked to create a Sabbatical Leave Policy. The Person-
nel Committee submitted a policy to the Church Council which was approved in December of 
2019.   
 
In April of 2020, Pastor Brack submitted a grant application to the Lilly Endowment Inc. 
(www.lillyendowment.org) for financial support of his proposed sabbatical. However, in August 
of this year, Pastor Brack was notified that his grant application was not awarded for 2021. After 
much prayer and discernment, Pastor Brack decided that 2021 may not be the best time to take a 
sabbatical due to the continued uncertainty of COVID and felt his presence was needed to assist in 
navigating the congregation to a return to “normalcy.”   
 
When a Pastor submits a request to take a sabbatical, he/she is encouraged to seek outside financial 
assistance to help offset the cost to the congregation. In the event no outside financial assistance is 
awarded, the cost of a sabbatical would be funded by the congregation. To help the church support 
a Pastoral Sabbatical, the Personnel Committee made a motion to the Church Council to create a 
line item beginning with the 2021 budget for annual funding towards an approved sabbatical. The 
motion was approved by the Church Council, and a line item was created with an initial amount of 
$500.00. This fund also allows members of the congregation to make additional gifts to this fund as 
they feel led.   
 
If you would like to make a financial gift offering to this fund, please designate the Pastoral Sabbat-
ical Fund on your check or envelope. If you have any questions about this fund, please reach out to 
the Personnel Committee. 
 
In Christ, 
Donna Allen 
Chairman, Personnel Committee  

Dear Holy Trinity Members, 
 

Thank you for your thoughtful and generous gift (Benevolence) of $1,000.00 to New Hope Lutheran 
Church! 
 

 God Bless,  
 New Hope Lutheran Church Members (Irmo, SC) 

http://www.lillyendowment.org
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TRAINING/SCHOLARSHIPS   

Continuing Ed - Pastor Brack 4,937 

Leadership Conference for Holy Trinity Leaders 2,500 

Continuing Ed - Chris Murphy 3,200 

Scholarships/Camperships for Youth 3,000 

Continuing Ed - Associate Pastor 2,470 

Tuition Assistance - Cody Carpenter 2,000 

Confirmation Camp 825 

  18,932 

CAPITAL   

Debt Reduction - HT Promissory 25,000 

Fellowship Hall Lighting 12,034 

Sanctuary Livestreaming 5,554 

Church IT Needs 1,940 

  44,528 

ENDOWMENT  GRANTS  FOR  2021 
Available For Disbursement Beginning January, 1, 2021 

 
Happy New Year from your Endowment Committee. The Endowment Committee recommended  
and received final approval from Council in November of the grant funding requests for 2021. The 
Committee recommended $111,360.00 in total requests and the approved funding requests were  
reported in a Herald article in November. As we begin the New Year, I wanted to once again share 
this information with you as the funding of these grant requests is now available. It is the responsi-
bility of the sponsor of the awarded grant to request the funds for distribution. Sponsors can obtain  
a Funds Distribution Request Form from the Church office and submit to the Endowment Com-
mittee as this document will direct our Committee on where to send the funds. I will send an email 
to all sponsors as a reminder of this process along with a copy of the request form. The following 
grants were approved for disbursement any time after January 1, 2020: 
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OUTREACH   

Backpack Food Program 13,000 

Camp Sertoma of Gaston County 3,000 

NALC Disaster Relief 3,000 

Holiday Meals - Indigent Families 2,000 

Warlick Academy PBIS 1,500 

Networx/Resource Connection Gateway 1,500 

Place of Refuge 1,000 

Young Life of Gaston Co. 400 

Lutheran Services of Gaston Co. 500 

  25,900 

MISSIONS   

Missionary Support - Brian & Debi Zaas 5,000 

Group Mission Trip - 2021 5,000 

Mission Trip - Casa Bernabe 1,000 

David & Danetta Kellar - AIM 1,500 

NALC Mission Congregations 3,000 

Filter of Hope - Morgan Bryant 3,000 

Voice of the Martyrs 1,500 

Matthew 25:40 Support 1,500 

Great Lake Outreach 500 

  22,000 

As of January 2021, we still have $51,623.66 of unfunded commitments from 2020 that will expire  
on June 30, 2021 if unused, at which time these funds will be carried to the 2022 funding requests. If 
you are unsure if your sponsored grant has been funded, please reach out to any of the Committee 
members for specific information around your requests.  I will also send an email to all sponsors as  
a reminder of their responsibility to request the awarded grant.  
 
The Committee continues to be honored to serve the members of our congregation and we have hopes 
that we can continue to meet the needs of the Church in these annual giving opportunities. We are 
truly blessed to have this Fund and the commitment from our church members. 
 
In His Service, 
Barbara Kies, Endowment Committee Chair 
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Holy Trinity  ~  January 2021
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday
     

  

3 4 5 
8:30 am Worship In-Person 
10:15 am Sunday School Classes for 
Adults and Children 
11:15 am Worship In-Person 
11:15 am Worship Online Live 
3 pm Circle of Patience 
  

11 am Staff Mtg 
  

  

11 am SONshiners @ HT 
 
  
  

  

10 11              Council Reports Due           12 

8:30 am Worship In-Person 
10:15 am Sunday School Classes for 
Adults and Children 
11:15 am Worship In-Person 
11:15 am Worship Online Live 
4:00 pm Endowment Team Mtg 
5 pm SNL 
  

1 pm Staff Mtg 
  
  

   

17 18 19 
8:30 am Worship In-Person 
10:15 am Sunday School Classes for 
Adults and Children 
11:15 am Worship In-Person 
11:15 am Worship Online Live 

1 pm Staff Mtg 
7 pm Council Mtg 
  

  
  

  

Herald Deadline            24 25 26 

8:30 am Worship In-Person 
10:15 am Sunday School Classes for 
Adults and Children 
11:15 am Worship In-Person 
11:15 am Worship Online Live 
5 pm SNL 

1 pm Staff Mtg     

  31 
8:30 am Worship In-Person 
10:15 am Sunday School Classes for 
Adults and Children 
11:15 am Worship In-Person 
11:15 am Worship Online Live 
5 pm SNL 
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Holy Trinity  ~  January 2021 
 

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
    1 2 

   

6 7 8 9 
  10 am Bulletin Crew 

  
  

  

13 14 15 16 

 10:00 am Circle of Goodness 10 am Bulletin Crew 
  
  

    Council Leadership Retreat 

20 21 22 23 
  10 am Bulletin Crew 

  
  

27 28 29 30 

   10 am Bulletin Crew   
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OUTGOING  COUNCIL  PRESIDENT’S  MESSAGE 
 

I Am Humbled to Have Served You 
 

Back in October of 2017, I was very surprised and humbled when Pastor Brack called and informed 
me that I had been nominated for church council. You see Judy and I had only been disciples at 
Holy Trinity about six months. I was even more surprised and humbled when we got back from 
celebrating our 55th anniversary, and Pastor Brack called again and told me that I had been elected 
to council. What an honor, being relative new to the church and being elected to the church council.  
 
My first year, I was so surprised to see how the council worked in harmony with each other. I had 
not experienced this when on other councils. I volunteered to be the Outreach chairman. Again, I 
was humbled to see how the disciples of Holy Trinity pitched in to help their brothers and sisters in 
need. The apostle Paul described Holy trinity disciples when said, “Do nothing out of selfish ambi-
tion or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves.” 
 
In November 2019, Stephen Lineberry phoned me and asked if I would consider being Vice Presi-
dent of the council. My health at that time was not the best. My first thought was to say no. I told 
Stephen I needed to pray about this. I kept coming up with excuses not to accept the nomination, 
but God kept overriding my objections with the thought of you should do this. So I accepted the 
nomination and served 2019 as your Vice President. I watched my mentor, Bill Eaker, very closely 
and learned a lot on running council meetings and congregational meetings. 
 
2020 started out very good. Then COVID-19 hit and we were forced to go to Zoom for our meet-
ings.  Zoom takes the personal touch away from the meetings. Even though I am not comfortable 
with doing meetings on line, we had very good ones. We have a team working on updating Holy 
Trinity’s procedures. We donated monies that were left over from previous trips to Guatemala to 
Casa  
Bernabé. You folks made our Rise Against Hunger and the Samaritan’s Purse Shoe Box event very  
successful. Again Holy Trinity rose to the challenges. 
 
In closing, I want to thank you for allowing me to serve Christ and Holy Trinity over the last three 
years, but if I never have to be on a Zoom meeting again it will be too soon. 
 
Your Servant in Christ, 
Bruce Zander 
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HIGHLIGHTS  FROM  THE  DECEMBER  CHURCH  COUNCIL  MEETING 
Held December 14, via ZOOM 

 

At the December 14 meeting of the Council, the following actions were taken: 

 

1.  Officers for 2021 were elected.  (See article below for names.) 
 

2.  Set dates for regular Council meetings in 2021. 

 

3.  Council members began submitting 2021 committee preference requests. 

 

4.  Approved offering the staff a new health insurance plan in 2021, as proposed by the Personnel 
Committee - The Blue Cross Blue Value Plan. 

 

5.  Tabled discussion on hiring practices in the Personnel Committee Policies document, until addi-
tional information could be accessed. 

 

6.  Received an update on the Cramer Mountain property which is for sale. 

 

7.  Completed the end-of-year membership review for 2020. 

 

8.  Set date for 2021 Council Leadership/Orientation session for Saturday, January 15. 

 

9.  Pastor Brack asked each 2020 Council member to lead a discipleship triad in early 2021 as a part 
of our congregation’s emphasis on being and making disciples, using the “Growing in Christ” 
study, or the “Living Faith” study written by Pastor Brack. 

 

10. Approved sending the balance of funds in the Casa Bernabe designated fund as a gift to the  
orphanage. 

 

11.  Received reports from Treasurer, Pastors, and Staff. 

CHURCH  OFFICERS  FOR  2021 
 
At the December Council meeting, the following people were nominated and elected to serve Holy 
Trinity in the following leadership roles: 

 

President  Heather Peoples 
Heather served as Vice President in 2020, and is experienced in many con-
gregational ministries. 

 

Vice President  Grant Sparks 
Grant is new to the 2021 Council, but not new to Holy Trinity. Grant has 
served as President in the past, and currently serves in various ways.   

 

Secretary  Nancy Faulkner 
Nancy, being relatively new to Holy Trinity, brings good experience and 
leadership skills from another congregation where she recently served as 
President. 

 

Treasurer Lee Stadther was re-elected to be Treasurer.   
Although Lee will not be on Council this year, the Holy Trinity constitution 
was revised a few years ago to allow for a non-Council Treasurer. Lee will 
continue to meet with the Council because financial health is so important 
to our ministries. 
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CHURCH  COUNCIL  MEMBERS  FOR  2021 
 

Through End of December 2021 
Bob Barnhill 

Cody Carpenter 
Debbie Long 

Heather Peoples 
  
  

Through End of December 2022 
Chuck Biddle 
Gene Keller 

Carolyn Niemeyer 
Tim O’Donohue 

  
  

Through End of December 2023 
Charlotte Eaker 
Nancy Faulkner 

Carla Oakes 
Grant Sparks 

  
  

Pastors 
Brack East 

Jason Dampier 
  
  
We want to thank those who have recently served on the Council for the past three years and are 
now rotating off: 

 

 Pepie Jones, who has served as Secretary for the past two years. 

 

 Lee Stadther, who has served as Treasurer while on Council, and who will continue to 
 serve as Treasurer. 

 

 Anita Stiles, who has faithfully served on Council while undertaking other ministries 
 such as editor of the Herald newsletter. 

 

 Bruce Zander, who has served as President for the past year. 
 
As you see opportunities, please reach out and thank these faithful servants. 
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HOW  DO  YOUR  FINANCIAL  GIFTS  GLORIFY  GOD? 
 

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. (Matthew 6:21 NIV) 
 
Our Giving is an act of Worship. In light of what Christ has done for us on the cross and the amazing 
grace we receive, our giving should be a reflection of what our heart treasures. Our giving should be 
viewed as a part of our worship to the Lord. If we are just giving to mark off a line on our spiritual 
checklist, we are merely involved in charity and we are missing out on the great joy of being a cheer-
ful giver.  
 
We give because God has given to us. God has given us everything (James 1:17). He gave His Son to 
provide for our salvation. He has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in Christ (Ephesians 1:13). 
He “richly supplies us with all things to enjoy” (1 Timothy 6:17). Because He has given so abun-
dantly to us, we should respond by giving generously back to Him. What is your response to those 
blessing God has bestowed on you? 
 

For those that like numbers… 
 

Noted below, we show our November 2020 offerings compared with our monthly budgeted ministry 
plan. Our staff and leaders continue to manage our expenditures. Our church leadership is doing their 
best to be good stewards of our financial resources.  

 

 
 
 
Thank you for your continued support of the ministries of Holy Trinity! 
 
Lee Stadther 
Church Treasurer 2020 

  Month of        
November 2020 

YTD through  
November 2020 

 

          Gifts Received: $49,393 $489,652 

          Budget for Ministries: $61,131 $586,855 

          Difference: ($11,738) ($97,203) 

      

Previous Year (2019) Comparison: $37,394 $486,760 

Difference between 2020 and 2019: ($11,999) $2,892 
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It is a new year! From January of 2020 to January 2021, our lives collectively have changed. I  
believe God continues to move us ever forward to fulfill His grand plan. We may not yet understand 
the “whys” of the past year, but we can hope and trust that all these things fulfill a purpose and pre-
pare us.  We will continue to adapt to our surroundings and make the best of this situation. So here’s 
to making the coming year one of hope, love, joy, peace and service to the glory of God. Amen. 
 
In Christ’s Love, 
Jaimie Cline 
 

Upcoming 
 
For the whole congregation:  Recipes and Scriptures Book. Email or hand write your favorite reci-
pes for appetizers, soups, salads, entrees, sides, desserts and/or drinks! Include in your email/note a 
favorite scripture or two and why it’s your favorite if you like. Send those to Jaimie Cline 
jaimie@holytrinitygastonia.org or leave them in her box in the church office. The children will be 
putting together this book and adding some illustrations and photos of some recipes we try this year. 
Turn in your scriptures and recipes by February 10.   
 
For children/families:  Bowling! February 6, Time TBD 
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YOUTH  MINISTRY  FOR  JANUARY 

 

  January 10  SNL 

  January 24  SNL 

  January 31  SNL 

 

 

March Retreat 
 
Currently, we have a Carolinas Mission District Youth Retreat scheduled for March 12-14.  At the 
time that this was printed, the retreat is still on; however, there is a good possibility that it will be 
delayed. We have until the end of January to make a decision, so the team decided to wait until 
January to see how everything is. We will be reaching out in the coming weeks to get everyone's 
feedback on it. As soon as the plans are finalized, we will let everyone know! 
 
 

 
TEC 

 
Many of you know about Teens Encounter Christ (TEC), a Christ-centered spiritual movement 
geared towards teenagers. Given our current situation with COVID-19, the TEC council decided to 
postpone the MLK TEC weekend. It is currently planned to take place on Memorial weekend at 
Christ Lutheran in Charlotte. Of course, that depends on where things stand with the virus, so we 
will update everyone as we get closer to the retreat. 

  

SPECIAL  SAINTS! 
  

Iris Work will celebrate her 91st birthday on January 27. 
Iris has been a member of Holy Trinity for 38 years! 

1351 Robinwood Rd., Apt. A - 220; Gastonia, NC  28054 
  

Rob Frye will celebrate his 94th birthday on February 1. 
Rob has been a member of Holy Trinity for 81 years! 

1351 Robinwood Rd., Apt. B -153; Gastonia, NC  28054 
  

Please help us wish Iris and Rob a happy birthday by sending them each a card! 



• Dennis Christman, diagnosed with pneumonia 

• For those affected by Covid-19, including Jim & Dell Guffey and Family, Shirley Ander-
son’s brother Roy Hauck, and his wife, Cheryl Hauck; Mercer Family in Massachusetts; 
Dru Huffstickler, friend of Carla McMahan 

• Homebound: Caroline Banker, Rob Frye, Larry McSpadden, Ann Riggs, Hilda Teumer, Kathy 
Wallace, Bill & Betty Williams, Iris Work  

• For our country to grow in ways that value the sanctity of all life 

• For those who do not yet trust Jesus for salvation, and for the Holy Spirit to work in HT Dis-
ciples to increase our passion to share Christ with others 

• The Family of Randy Payne, at his death.  Funeral service on Jan 4 

• Jamey Gold, friend of Dale Christman, following kidney stone surgery on 12/28 

• The Family of Charlene Keever, former HT member, at her death 

• Scott, friend of Pastor Brack, recently diagnosed with ALS 

• Don McMahan, has pulmonary fibrosis; treatment options being reviewed 

• Elayne Samuels, friend of Rick Jones, for healing of cancer 

• Pr. Peter Setzer, in Hospice care; nearing death 

• For release of Leah Sharibu, Christian teenager held as a slave by Boko Haram  

• Pr. Yousef Nadarkhani, arrested for his Christian witness in a Muslim country 

• Robin Simmons, daughter of Iris Work, for overall health 

• Students, Parents, Teachers and School Staff during the 2020-2021 school year 

• Family & friends actively serving in the military: Jonathan Brinkley, Brett Boyd, Mae Dodd, 
Trevor Dunlap, Mason Fox, Brian Hanna, Tyler Hearn, Andrew Lambert, Luke Saylors 

• For the safety of healthcare workers: Beth Cook, Melodie Garrison, Kailey Hinds, Lynn 
Ledbetter, Anna Murphy, Reggie Parlier, Jennifer Sutley and all others 
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Did we miss your birthday?   
 

If your birthday is incorrect, or you have a birthday in January/February and your name is  
not on this list, please call the church office (704-864-0378) and give us the correct information.   

Thank You! 

With special joy, we recognize and celebrate these birthdays in the months of  
January and February.  We are thankful for the life and spirit of the birthdays we celebrate.   

May the blessings of God flow in the life of each of you. 

1 Cindy Garrison 
2 Shaina Hinds 
3 Braden Oakes 
6 Fanny McAlister, Frankie Lewis 
8  Gabriel Mathews, Jessica Mathews, 
 Joshua Mathews 
9 Steve McLamb, Holly Hawkins 
11 Rebecca Cloninger 
12 Evan Peoples, Franz Kellar 
13 Joel Henry 
14 Nan Brooks 
16 Craig Kluttz 
17 Abigail Lineberry 
18 Rob Dyer 
19 Bob Ferguson 
20 Destiny Lindley 
22 Bruce Garrison 
23 Barbara Parlier, Bill Madden 
26  Carla Oakes, Charlotte Sautner,  
 Susan Kluttz 
27 Iris Work 
29 Gary Linsenmayer 
31  John Peoples 
 

1 Lee Allen, Oscar Doster, Rob Frye 
2 Alonso Ganan, Janet Green 
3 John Ratz 
4 Teleena Stadther 
6 Morgan Bryant, Taylor Williams 
7 Debbie Link 
8 Diane George 
9 Charlie Currie 
11 Jeff Dulin 
12 Elizabeth Lethermon 
14 Burgin Lindley 
15 Anne Cloninger 
17 Matt Hayes 
18 Alex Price 
19 Harriett Lethermon, Oyebode Orija 
20 Margaret Miller 
21 Kendall Parsons 
22 Claye Hodge 
23 Maggie-Grace Lanier 
25 Katie Stroupe 
26 Ken Kies 
27 LaVerne Davis 
28 Kristina Wyatt 
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Knowing, Loving and Sharing Christ 
Phone:  704-864-0378 Fax:  704-864-4959 

Website:  www.holytrinitygastonia.org 
 

MINISTRY  STAFF 
 

Lead Pastor    Braxton East  brack@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Associate Pastor    Jason Dampier  jason@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Director of Music Ministries  Chris Murphy  chris@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Organist     Dr. John Siler  jsiler4@att.net 
Children’s Ministry Director  Jaimie Cline  jaimie@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Church Office Administrator  Teddi Daniels  teddi@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Facility & Ministry Administrator  Ellie Holloway  ellie@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Custodian    David Stephens 
Nursery Supervisor   Shaina Hinds 


