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of 
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THE  SEASON  OF  LENT  BEGINS  WEDNESDAY,  MARCH  6 

Ash Wednesday Worship at 7:00 p.m. 
 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him shall 

not perish but shall have eternal life.” God loves this world SO MUCH that he gave his Son:  Gave 

him up to the world to crucify on a cross. This year, on March 6, we begin the season of Lent, 

focusing on Jesus’ death on the cross to save us from the eternal death we would be destined for 

without him, because God LOVES us so much! 

 

Please join us for Ash Wednesday Worship at 7:00 p.m. We’ll have a Soup and Sandwich meal at 

6:00 p.m. pr ior  to the service for  all who can make it. If you cannot attend in the evening, 

there is a community Ash Wednesday service at noon. This year, it will be at St. Mark’s Episcopal, 

and it is the first day of our community Lent Worship and Lunch rotation. Pastor Brack will be the 

preacher for the Community service at noon. 

 

For the rest of Lent, we’ll be continuing to focus on the disciplines of Lent. We’ll especially 

consider the mark of: “The works of love which help us to wage our spiritual warfare against all that 

would lead us away from the love of God and neighbor.” For four of the Wednesday evenings, we’ll 

have disciples of Holy Trinity speak about “The Works of Love in Christ:  Being the Hands and 

Feet of Christ to Others” as they share ways that Holy Trinity does this. Please join us in 

fellowship and worship on Wednesday evenings beginning March 6. 

SOUP  &  SANDWICH  SUPPERS 

 Wednesday Evenings during Lent ~ 6:00 – 6:45 p.m. ~ Fellowship Hall 
 

The season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday and lasts for 40 days. Please join us for a time of 

fellowship at our Soup & Sandwich Suppers held on Wednesday evenings from 6:00 – 6:45 p.m. 

(prior to our 7:00 p.m. Lenten Worship service). 
 

Each week, the meal will be provided and served by one of our Adult Sunday school classes. No 

cost and no reservations required!   
 

March 6  Ash Wednesday  Growing Together in Christ Class 

March 13    Upper Room Class 

March 20    Back to Basics Class 

March 27    Intergenerational Class 

April 3     Lingle Class 

April 10    Young Adults Class 
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“Rightly divided, the Word of God kills and makes alive. Mishandled, it convinces a corpse that all is 

well and destroys forever.”  -Peter Brock, The Necessary Distinction: A Continuing Conversation on 

Law and Gospel. 

 

As we approach this Lenten season, a penitential season centered around repentance and reorienting 

of our lives to the way of Christ, I wanted to give a brief reflection on the Lutheran understanding 

between Law and Gospel.  

 

First, what is Law, and what is Gospel? The Law is God’s will for us, and as baptized children of 

God, it primarily serves as a mirror that reveals to us who we really are, sinners! The Gospel is what 

God has done/is doing to mend our brokenness, bring us to faith and bring us back into a rightful 

relationship with him.  

 

Often, in our Bible studies and in our daily witness, we can mix these up or overlook one, leading us 

to empty the cross of its power. If we are only convicted of our shortcomings and/or only talk about 

what scripture tells us to do about it, we overlook one a small detail, THE GOSPEL OF JESUS 

CHRIST! On the hand, if we have no knowledge of God’s will for us and/or we only talk about how 

Jesus loves us and saves us, we overlook another small detail, WHAT IS IT THAT WE ARE SAVED 

FROM?!  

 

I encourage you all through your daily Bible readings to ponder both Law and Gospel. Ask yourself, 

what does this say about humanity? What ways have I fallen short here? Then, follow up with asking, 

what is God doing here? How is God forgiving, restoring, mending what is broken, and bearing good 

news? By rightly reflecting upon Law and Gospel, you will find yourself being put to death and being 

raised to new life each and every day. This Lenten Season, I pray that all our sinful ways may be 

brought to light and put to death, and I pray that we can all turn to the cross of Christ where we will 

see the transforming power of the Gospel bringing us to new life through the Easter promise. 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Jason 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Daylight Savings Time starts on Sunday, March 10! 

Don’t forget to turn your clocks forward an hour before  

you go to bed on Saturday, March 9.   
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SONSHINERS  MARCH  MEETING 

Tuesday, March 12 
 

Holy Trinity SONshiners will hold their March meeting at Union Road Diner  

on Tuesday, March 12 at 11:00 a.m.  The diner  is located in the building which  

was Ole Carolina Country Barbecue located on Union Road. The program title for March will be 

Finding Your Genealogical Roots. Effective genealogical hints will be shared as each member of 

the group looks at his/her roots. Attendees are encouraged to bring at least one of the oldest photo-

graphs they possess of a great or great, great grandmother/father. 

 

Plan to join us for this informative program and walk away with new insight into your family roots.  

Perhaps, it will be the beginning of a new genealogical journey for you. 

COMMUNITY  LENTEN  LUNCH  &  WORSHIP 

Holy Trinity Participates in the Community Rotation 
 

Each year during Lent, we have a community rotation of Lunch and Worship opportunities. The 

lunch begins at 12 noon, and costs $6.00. For those who need to get back to work or elsewhere: wor-

ship begins at approximately 12:30 p.m., and is over by 1:00 p.m. The preaching theme for this year 

will be: “Unity:  Christ Died on the Cross to Reconcile Us All to God.”   This year’s schedule: 

 

March 6 (Ash Wednesday) St. Marks Episcopal    Pastor Brack 

    (no meal; worship begins at noon) 
 

March 13   First Presbyterian  Fr. Lucas Rossi,  

        St. Michael’s Catholic 
 

March 20   St. Stephen’s AMEZ  Pr. Matthew Kuiken, First ARP 
 

March 27   St. Michael’s Catholic  Pr. Felicia Fox, First Baptist 

 

April 3    First Methodist   Pr. Justin Smith, First Methodist 
 

April 10   First Baptist   Fr. Shawn Griffith,  

        St. Mark’s Episcopal 

           

April 17   Holy Trinity Lutheran  Pr. Lauren Vanacore,  

        First Presbyterian 
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MEN’S  MINISTRY NEWS 

Meeting on Thursday, March 7 
 

The Men’s Ministry will be meeting at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, March 7 at the church. We will be 

selecting our 2019 retreat location and date. We will also be discussing the hockey game we are 

planning for end of March. If you have any questions please contact Bob Barnhill, 803-240-6103. 

WELCOME  TEAM  MINISTRY  NEWS 
 

I can’t tell you how excited I was as I turned the corner into the Welcome Center this past Sunday 

morning. It was full of disciples fellowshipping over a cup of coffee and a light snack as they caught 

up with each other: discussing their kids, the past week, what the upcoming week had in store and 

sharing concerns or celebrating joys of friends and loved ones.  In the coming months, the plan is to 

expand the Welcome Center into Room 23. Plans are in the works to makeover the room from a 

classroom atmosphere to one of a more intimate room where people can gather in small groups to 

discuss their growing faith.  
 

Please continue to send photos of ministry events to Donna Allen via email to 

(dma464@hotmail.com) so they can be included in the announcements on the 

monitor in the Welcome Center.   
 

Donna Allen, Welcome Team Chair 

COMMUNICATIONS  TEAM  NEWS 

We Need Your Help... 
 

The Communications Team is hard at work updating HolyTrinityGastonia.org. Our goal is to make 

the church website become a useful and helpful tool for both Holy Trinity disciples and those outside 

of the church. We want non-members to learn about Holy Trinity finding good up-to-date 

information, and we want you to be able to use the site to access information about all that happens 

within our church. However, we need some help to do this. Our church office administrator, Teddi 

Daniels, takes care of updating the weekly events and announcements, but there are more website 

pages that need to be updated. Each ministry area/team potentially has information that needs to be 

shared regularly. The Communications Team wants you to help make that happen. We want to train 

one person from each ministry team/area to update their page on the church website, and it doesn't 

take webmaster skills!  It basically only takes Microsoft Word skills.  If you would be willing to help 

us with our project, please contact Grant Sparks (gsparks20@gmail.com) or Shelly 

Murphy (michebbi@gmail.com) to let us know, and we will help you get started! 

 

Grant Sparks, Communications Chair 

http://webmail.b.earthlink.net/wam/www.HolyTrinityGastonia.org
mailto:gsparks20@gmail.com
mailto:michebbi@gmail.com


5  

 

“GO FISH” 

A Congregation-wide Small Group Study Coming After Easter 
 

As a part of our “Sharing Faith” emphasis in 2019, we will do a congregation-wide  

study called “Go Fish” beginning Sunday, April 28.  We’ll jump-start the study with an  

exciting “Go Fish Dinner” and a guest speaker to help motivate us. Our guest speaker  

will be Pastor Brian Zaas. Many of you know Brian as our discipleship coach from  

recent years. Brian is now an NALC Pastor who is very knowledgeable and passionate about 

discipleship and disciple-making. Because he knows us and the discipleship journey we’ve been on 

for the past few years, he will be able to speak to our hearts and minds about our next steps in 

reaching out to others to share Jesus with them as we share our growing faith. 

 

Our Holy Trinity goal is to have EVERY ADULT involved in this 6-week study in a small group.  

All our Life Groups will be doing the study, and we’ll be forming additional small groups that will 

meet throughout the week. We know that when we get together to talk about faith, and talk about our 

faithful actions of obedience to Jesus, then our individual faith grows, the Kingdom of God grows, 

and God is glorified! 

 

Watch for small group sign-up information coming soon! 

 

YORK  CHESTER  MIDDLE  SCHOOL 

Changing Lives With Love 
               

 During the month of March, we are asking for your donations of: 

  

Boxes of Tissues and Moist Towelette Wipes 

 

Please place your gifts of love in the York Chester box in the PLC hallway! 

SUPPORT  OUR  TROOPS 
 

Thank you for your donations to Support our Troops! Mitchell Wells, husband of Brittani, 

is a member of the Army National Guard and is currently overseas on his 2nd deployment.  

Brittani has reported that Mitchell, along with his fellow soldiers, are extremely grateful for all that 

they have received and say thank you! Every donation, thought and prayer is what is helping them 

get them through this deployment!   

 

Brittani sent a package a couple of weeks ago with just items donated by Holy Trinity disciples and 

it weighed 39 pounds!  She says the donations keep coming in, including Love Week donations from 

the children. 
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  CHRISTIAN  MINISTRY  IN  GUATEMALA - TWO  OPPORTUNITIES  IN  2019 

Serving the Poor in the Name of Christ 
 

For the past twelve years, Holy Trinity has been serving the children and staff of the Casa Bernabe 

Orphanage near  Guatemala City. Later  this month, we will send a team of disciples there again 

to love and work there. Those going this year are: 
 

       Bill Eaker  

       Dan Hawkins 

       Brenda Biddle  

       Chuck Biddle 

       Bruce Zander 

       Judy Zander 

       Pastor Brack 
 

They will be taking gifts with them, thanks to your generous giving last month! 

 

There is another ministry that Holy Trinity has been connected with in Guatemala called “Matthew 

25:40.” It is pr imarily a ministry to suppor t the families attending a Chr istian school in 

Chimaltenango, Guatemala, called La Promisa. We send financial support to them every year.  

Several Holy Trinity disciples visited the school a few years ago. Now, the Matthew 25:40 organiza-

tion is organizing a mission trip in June, and have invited us to join them. The trip will be June 16-

23.  If you are interested in going, please contact Pastor Brack NOW, since travel arrangements need 

to be made this month. Speaking the Spanish language is helpful, but not required. 

HOME  COMMUNION  MINISTRY  FOR  MARCH   

Loving Our Homebound Disciples 
 

Each month, we send out teams of ministers to bring the bread and wine of Holy Communion to our 

homebound disciples who cannot attend worship with us. Our ministers are sent from the worship 

service to extend the Sunday morning worship experience to the homebound. After they share the 

scripture from that morning, and also highlights from the sermon, they pray with those they are  

visiting and then share the bread and wine of Communion with them.   

 

The Communion visitation lay minister for March:    

 Team 3:   John Long  

Pastor Brack and Pastor Jason will also be visiting our homebound disciples and having Communion 

with them in March. 

 

We thank all our communion ministers for sharing the grace of Christ with those who cannot come 

to 805 S. York Street to worship.    
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FOREIGN  MISSION  TRIP 
 

Have you ever wanted to do mission work?  What about foreign mission work? Back in the late 

1990’s, my dream was to go to Papua, New Guinea to teach school, but the opportunity never came 

about. When we became Holy Trinity disciples and heard about going to Guatemala, I got excited.  

At a Lenten service in 2017, the disciples who had just come back from Guatemala told about their 

experiences, I got excited and knew this was my opportunity to fulfill an old dream. I went to the 

first organizational meeting that fall and got even more excited. The day came and I knew that God 

was going to use me in a special way in Guatemala. 

 

Some of our team tore down an old concrete wall and dug the footer for a new wall. Others made the 

100 beds, replacing the old mattress covers with the new ones we brought with us. Pastor Brack and 

I built a wall for a records room that could be locked. Still others worked in the baby house or wa-

tered the beautiful terraced garden. 

 

Two interactions with the children really helped me see that what I was doing was God and the Holy 

Spirit working through me. One morning while sitting at a concrete picnic table having my quiet 

time, a young student on his way to school came and said Buenos días (good morning), and asked 

what I was reading. When he left he shook my hand and said Adios (goodbye). The second hap-

pened on our last evening there. We cooked hamburgers for the entire orphanage. It was getting cool 

and I had my University of Akron sweatshirt on. In big gold letters on the front it spells AKRON. A 

little boy came to me and with his finger traced the letters.  I said “Akron” and in a heavy Spanish 

accent he said “Akron.”   

 

I felt God’s presence while talking and witnessing to these children. I look forward to returning to 

Guatemala in March. 

 

Bruce Zander 

Council Representative, Global Missions 

Children being served at a cookout. 
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CORRIE  CLONINGER 

Confirmed in Faith in February 
 

This year, we have made an adjustment to our Confirmation Ministry:  We will be having individual 

confirmations as each person is ready. Corrie Cloninger, daughter of Rebecca and Jason Cloninger, 

has been growing steadily in her faith over the years, and she was confirmed on February 3. She is a 

ninth-grader at Gaston Christian School.   

 

The Rite of Confirmation is sometimes called Affirmation of Baptism. In this service three significant 

things are done: 

 1)  The person being confirmed publicly professes their faith in Jesus. (Corrie’s Personal 

        Faith Statement is printed below.) 

 2)  The person being confirmed makes promises to live a life of faithful discipleship. 

 3)  We all pray for the Holy Spirit to stir up within and grow faith. 
 

Corrie’s Faith Statement 
 

Growing up in a Christian home, and going to a Christian school, I learned a lot about Jesus. I 

always knew who Jesus was and what he had done for me. Going through Confirmation made 

me think a little more about my faith. To me, Jesus is the one person I always run to in hard 

times. I know he is always there for me. He is my Savior. He saved me from my sins. I know 

that Jesus did this for me and everyone on this earth. Through Confirmation I began to realize I 

had only been going to God when I thought I “needed him.” I have always known I could go to 

God any day, any time, but I really only went to him when I needed something. Recently, I have 

grown tremendously in my faith. Many of my great friends have helped guide me in my faith. 

One certain friend has helped me become the person I am today. She has helped me grow my 

relationship with Christ and has taught me to always show a Christian attitude in every  

situation.  

 

In Confirmation, we not only talked about our relationship with God, but we also talked about 

how we are supposed to live out our lives as Christians. As a follower of Christ, I am to live my 

life as Jesus did. As a human, I am also going to make mistakes. No one is perfect. I know how 

to act like a Christian by seeing other Christians around me and also by reading God’s Word. I 

know the Holy Spirit will help keep me strong in my faith. I also know that the Holy Spirit will 

help me minister to others. I plan to live my life to the fullest and spread the gospel to the  

people around me.  
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SPECIAL  SAINT! 
 

 Betty Williams will celebrate her  91st birthday on April 28. 

She has been a disciple of Holy Trinity for 68 years! 

 

Please help us wish Betty a happy birthday by sending her a card to: 

1351 Robinwood Road, Apt. B-314, Gastonia NC  28054 

Dear Holy Trinity Family, 

 This wonderful congregation has been an immense support to me in my Divinity School 

journey. I wanted to share with you how grateful and blessed I feel at having your support. Thank 

you so much for helping me to fulfill my calling. I hope God continues to  work through the amazing 

things this church is doing.   Blessings, Lexi Barnhill 
 

I want to thank everyone for the prayers and cards I received after my recent surgery. They were 

greatly appreciated!    Dick Dubler 
 

Dear Holy Trinity Family, 

 Thank you all so very much for your cards, visits, calls, but most of all for all the prayers 

you said for me while I was in and out of the hospital with my heart problems.  How blessed can I be 

to have all of you praying for me. God is good!!! Thank you again and God Bless each one of you. 

      Love in Christ, Iris Work 
 

Amy and Kevin Novinc would like to thank everyone for their kind and healing prayers as Kevin 

underwent heart bypass surgery. It's been a tough recovery but it has been much more manageable 

with your thoughts and prayers. Thank you sincerely! 
 

Dear Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 

 I would like to personally thank you for joining our team to help the children of La Promesa.  

Your donations during 2018 enabled 72 children ages 2 to 18 to attend school, provided jobs for 12 

teachers and staff and served 30,980 meals. 15 of the children were attending school for the first time 

in their lives. In addition to their academic courses which include English and Bible, the older stu-

dents could pursue a certificate in carpentry, construction, sewing or beauty allowing them to enter 

the work force in these areas. Every student passed their year end exams! 

 La Promesa had 4 graduates wo are ready to continue their education at the next level or ob-

tain a steady job to support their families. None of this would be possible without YOU so thank you 

from the bottom of our hearts.   With deep gratitude, Peter Manning 

      Financial Secretary, Matthew 25:40  
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NALC Denominational Support  

 North American Lutheran Church – financial support for annual operations 9,000 

 Carolinas Mission District of the NALC – financial support for operations 2,000 

Education/Seminary/Camping  

  NALC Theological Education Designated Fund 2,000 

  Dept of Lutheran Studies at Gordon Conwell Theological Seminary 2,000 

Distant Ministries  

 Gospel Missionaries  

  Great Lakes Outreach – Harvest for Christ, Burundi 500 

  Word of Messiah Ministries  500 

  NALC Great Commission Society (New Ministry) 1,000 

 Hunger Relief  

  Lutheran World Relief 1,555 

  Food for the Poor - designated for assistance in the Caribbean 1,000 

  Rise Against Hunger 2,944 

  Water Mission 500 

 Disaster Relief  

  Samaritans Purse - for 2018 needs 2,000 

  NALC Disaster Relief 2,000 

 Other  

  Matthew 25:40 – Ministry to the poor in Guatemala 1,500 

  Gideon’s International 500 

  Military Biblestick (Faith Comes By Hearing) 1,000 

  The Voice of the Martyrs 500 

  Lutherans For Life 500 

  Re-Creation 800 

  NALC & CMD Convocation offering 1,500 

  

BENEVOLENCE  GIVING  FOR  2018 
 

The Benevolence Team approved for the following money to be distributed for the fiscal year 2018. 

This money represents 10% of the revenues received. 

 

Benevolence Team: 

Dennis Mercer, Chair Alison Henry 

Carla McMahan 
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ALTAR  FLOWER  CHART 
 

The 2019 Altar Flower Chart for 2019 is in the Narthex. Please stop by to sign 

up for any dates you’d like to sponsor the flowers, in honor or in memory of 

someone special! There are many opportunities available! Cost is $50 per week. 

Local Ministries  

 Gospel Missionaries  

  NALC Mission Congregation – Reformation in New Bern, NC 1,000 

  NALC Mission Congregation – Advent in Kings Mountain, NC 1,000 

  NALC Mission Congregation—Lamb of God in Simpsonville, SC 1,000 

 Hunger Relief  

  Backpack Weekend Food Program – for Lingerfeldt Elementary 6,500 

 Housing/Homelessness  

  Family Promise of Gaston County – assistance for homeless families 3,000 

  Salvation Army - Undesignated 1,500 
 Crisis Ministries  

  Crisis Assistance Ministry (CAM) of Gastonia 4,195 

  Crisis Pregnancy Center of Gastonia 1,500 

  The Shelter of Gaston County – refuge for battered woman & children 1,500 

    

   Total     54,494 

PROPERTY  TEAM  NEEDS  YOU! 
 

We are asking for your help in assisting our  Proper ty Team with small maintenance issues.  

As you know, our facilities are awesome, large, and aging, and there is always something in need  

of attention. We work hard to be good stewards of our resources by assessing and addressing these 

needs in house whenever possible! Men and women can help on any day of the week ~ once a week, 

once a month, or even once a year.  Examples include: 

  

  change light bulbs  change air filters   small paint jobs 

  hang pictures   change a thermostat hang blinds 

  repair a kneeler   small plumbing  issues special projects 

  small electrical issues  run errands   organizing storage areas 

  deliver items to recycle center    paint   etc…  
  

  

If you are interested in helping, please let me know anytime! 
 

Ellie Holloway 

Facility & Ministry Administrator 
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ENDOWMENT  COMMITTEE  NEWS 
 

Greetings from the Endowment Committee! As we move into 2019, please remember 

that approved grants for 2018 and 2019 are available for immediate distribution. The 

Distribution Request Form can be obtained through either  the Church office or  

from any member of the Endowment Committee. All funds from the 2018 application 

process will be forfeited on June 30, 2019 and these funds will be included in the 2020 Grant 

distribution effort if not requested by this deadline. It is the responsibility of the applicant and the 

sponsor to request the disbursement of funds.  

 

On another note, this Mother’s Day weekend the congregation will vote to approve a new member to 

the Endowment Committee. This member will be fulfilling my role, as I am completing my  

second three (3) year term. I will be sharing some Committee history and personal thoughts in the 

upcoming Heralds, so our church members are aware of the tremendous role this fund has served for 

our Church - the financial burden and responsibilities that have been lifted from the overall church 

budget through the forward thinking and actions of a group of members years ago has provided our 

church with a foundation to continue to thrive in the future.  

 

The original fund was established on October 19, 1986, and the Church Congregation voted and 

approved the formal establishment of the Endowment Committee. The original members of this 

committee included: Michael “Mick” McMahan, Jim Warren, Lois Bridges, Morris Keeter and 

Charlotte Lingle. These members, and other  members that followed in future years, met to 

discuss the expansion and growth of the fund, discussed planned giving with many long-term 

members, and developed a strategy to ensure the longevity of the fund to support the mission and 

needs of the church. Over time, the fund grew from the initial seed money provided by the church of 

$100,000.00 to almost $2,300,000.00, which is still the core balance of the fund today. By 2009, 

adequate funding had been secured that allowed the Committee to make their first grant distribution 

effort - a disbursement of $29,901. Over the next 10 years, a total of $1,016,602.51 has been 

approved for disbursement from the Endowment Committee. If not all funds were used each year, 

the unused portions were reallocated to another year. Based on annual Committee approval, funds 

were disbursed as follows: 

 

2009  $29,901.00 

2010  $63,931.00 

2011  $68,012.00 

2012  $114,766.00 

2013  $106,016.41 

2014  $100,776.10 

1015  $100,000.00 

2016  $102,000.00 

2017  $105,000.00 

2018  $116,000.00 

2019  $110,200.00 

Total Approved: $1,016,602.51 
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COUNCIL  PRESIDENT’S  MESSAGE 
 

Holy Trinity Disciples, 

 

February is already over and time seems to be flying by. Maybe it's a sign of my age! As I sit down 

to prepare this message, I realize that we have already had our first two Council meetings of the 

year and we are beginning to prepare for our third. I think that the reality of time moving quickly is 

my awareness and appreciation of how active Holy Trinity is as a community.  We have had a uni-

fied worship, an ordination, a course with Grace Anglican Church, a Ministry rally, started a new 

disciple’s class, hosted Family Promise for a week, done a blood drive and we are preparing for the 

season of Lent. We have done all of this in addition to our regular Sunday worships, Sunday 

school, triad's and life groups! I think that we can all agree that the Lord is mightily at work in Ho-

ly Trinity! I am looking forward to what He has in store for us this year as we focus on sharing the 

lifesaving Truth of Jesus Christ with others! 
 

Knowing, Loving and Sharing Christ! 

Bill Eaker 

2019 Council President 

I am humbled to have had the opportunity to serve on this Committee alongside so many faithful 

and committed church members who come together to find ways to fund requests. There are not 

many Committees we work on where your primary job is to give away money - and my only disap-

pointment is that we didn’t have more money to meet 100% of every request. There is still much 

work to do in the future, so the sustainability and growth of this fund has never been more important 

than it will be in the future.  
 

In His Service, 

Craig C. Kluttz 

Endowment Committee Chair  

CRISIS  ASSISTANCE  MINISTRY  ~  FOOD  COLLECTION  

 

I would like to begin by thanking you all for the years of support for Crisis 

Assistance Ministry (CAM)  in Gaston County! As you probably know, April is CAM month at 

Holy Trinity Lutheran and the time that they count on us to stock their pantry! We will begin the 

collection of food and other items in March. Please keep all of CAM's needs in your prayers for this 

time. They are always in need of volunteers and financial support in their effort to battle financial 

crisis and poverty in our community! We will be posting more information about volunteer 

opportunities, events and other ways to serve around the church! For additional information, please 

contact Jenny Moran, Volunteer Coordinator, at 704-867-6076!  

Whoever has a bountiful eye will be blessed, for he shares his bread with the poor.  Proverbs 22:9 
 

Thank you! 

Charlotte Eaker 



14 

 

HOSPITAL  VISITATION  FOR  MARCH 
 

        February 17 - March 2   Sally Lemke 

 March 3 - 16    Cody Carpenter 

 March 17 - 30    Tess Gibbons 

CHURCH  COUNCIL  HIGHLIGHTS  FROM  FEBRUARY 

 
At the February meeting of the Church Council, the following actions were taken: 

 

1. Pastor Brack led a Bible Study on Mark 9:31-35 

 

2.  Each Committee/Ministry Team was asked to submit a meeting schedule for 2019 and goals for 

2019 by March 11. 

 

3. Bill Eaker was elected to serve as Holy Trinity’s lay delegate at the 2019 Carolinas Mission  

District meeting in May.  If we are asked to send a second delegate, then Bob Barnhill was elected for 

that position. 

 

4.  New Disciples interested in Holy Trinity were approved for membership.  

 

5.  Approved a proposal from the YMCA to hold summer camp sessions at Holy Trinity this summer.  

The approval is contingent upon a satisfactory Certificate of Liability provided by the YMCA. 

 

6.  Approved providing pastoral leadership while Pastors Brack and Jason will be away at the same 

time in March. 

 

7.  Tabled action on getting an appraisal on the lower parking lot property 

 

8.  Nominated people to serve on the Benevolence Committee to replace those rotating off this year. 

 

9.  Received Financial reports from the Treasurer 

 

10.  Distributed the new combination for the safe to all Council members. 
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 HOW  DO  YOUR  FINANCIAL  GIFTS  GLORIFY  GOD? 
 

     For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. (Matthew 6:21 NIV) 

Our Giving is an act of Worship. In light of what Christ has done for us on the cross and the amazing 

grace we receive, our giving should be a reflection of what our heart treasures. Our giving should be 

viewed as a part of our worship to the Lord. If we are just giving to mark off a line on our spiritual 

checklist, we are merely involved in charity and we are missing out on the great joy of  

being a cheerful giver.  

 

We give because God has given to us. God has given us everything (James 1:17). He gave His Son to 

provide for our salvation. He has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in Christ (Ephesians 1:13). 

He “richly supplies us with all things to enjoy” (1 Timothy 6:17). Because He has given so 

abundantly to us, we should respond by giving generously back to Him. What is your response to 

those blessings God has bestowed on you? 
 

For those who like numbers… 
 

Noted below we show our January 2019 offerings compared with our monthly budgeted ministry 

plan. Our staff and leaders continue to manage our expenditures. Our church leadership is doing their 

best to be good stewards of our financial resources.  

  Gifts Received in January 2019:    $45,368  

  Monthly Budget for Ministries:    $48,432 

  Difference:      ($3,064) 

 

  Gifts Received in January 2018   $33,817 

 

Thank you for your continued support of the ministries of Holy Trinity, 

Lee Stadther 

Church Council Treasurer 2019 

MISSED  A  SUNDAY  WORSHIP  SERVICE? 
 

If you miss a Sunday, feel free to mail your gift to the church using your offering envelope which 

can be used as a self-addressed envelope or give online @ www.holytrinitygastonia.org/ and click on 

the Online Giving* tab. 

 
*Holy Trinity Lutheran Church discourages the irresponsible use of credit cards.  We offer the opportunity to donate by 

credit/debit card as a convenience to those who manage their finances in a God-honoring way. 

http://www.holytrinitygastonia.org/
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ENJOY  THE  CONVENIENCE  OF  ELECTRONIC  GIVING!  

THE  SIMPLY  GIVING®  PROGRAM 

 
Holy Trinity wants to remind you that we offer electronic giving as a convenient way to automate 

your regular offerings. Electronic giving through The Simply Giving® Program, offers convenience 

for individual congregation members and provides much-needed donation consistency for our 

church.  With this electronic giving program, you can easily set up a recurring giving schedule or 

make one-time contributions. 

 

We encourage you to set up a schedule of recurring contributions. If you are currently giving on a 

weekly basis, you will no longer need to write out 52 checks a year or prepare 52 envelopes. Even 

when travel, illness or other circumstances prevent you from attending services, our church will con-

tinue to receive your contributions on an uninterrupted basis. 

 

Electronic Methods Available: 

 

Direct Debit Giving or Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) is used to automatically transfer 

funds from your checking or savings account to the church’s bank account. 

 

Credit & Debit Card Giving lets you make offerings automatically on a  

pre-determined schedule using a credit or debit card. 

 

Online Giving lets you go to www.holytr initygastonia.org and click on the Online Giving* 

tab at any time to set up an automatic donation plan, change your donation plan, make a one-

time donation or view your online donation history. 

 

To become an electronic giver, contact the church office for an enrollment form.  Forms are 

available in a hard copy format or by email.  The authorization form can also be found on the 

church’s website. 

 

*Holy Trinity Lutheran Church discourages the irresponsible use of credit cards. We offer the opportunity to 

donate by credit/debit card as a convenience to those who manage their finances in a God-honoring way. 

 

 

Want more information about The SIMPLY GIVING® Program … 

 

Through the Simply Giving® program, your gifts are made through a pre-authorized withdrawal 

from your bank checking/savings account or your credit/debit card. You determine the frequency of 

your automatic gift – weekly, semi-monthly, or monthly – the option is yours. Your gift is deposited 

into Holy Trinity’s bank account on the same day it is withdrawn from your account.  

 

http://www.holytrinitygastonia.org/
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Benefits 

The Simply Giving® program is a reliable, safe way to move your stewardship plan into action. It 

allows you to share your gifts through planned giving and activates your generosity into ongoing 

stewardship. Because your gift is given consistently, you won’t need to play “catch-up” at year-end 

or worry about forgotten checkbooks or missed Sunday offerings. But you’re not the only one that 

benefits. Holy Trinity benefits from steady, more predictable revenues throughout the year, more ef-

ficient bookkeeping, and greater confidence in meeting our financial commitments. 

 

Questions and Answers: 
 

Q: Do you have to be a member of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans to participate in the Simp-

ly Giving® program?  

A: No. This program is available to anyone who wants to contr ibute to Holy Tr inity using  

direct debit giving or credit/debit card giving.  

 

Q: Are there any fees involved with the program?  
A: No. There are no fees charged to you.  Holy Trinity pays a small fee for  the service 

 

Q: What is the minimum amount a person may have withdrawn for a contribution?  
A: $5.  

 

Q: Can contributions be directed to specific funds within the church?  
A: Yes. Contr ibutions can be directed to the general fund or  designated funds in the church 

(i.e. Pastor’s Discretionary Fund, Capital Campaign, Missions).  
 

Q: Can participants make a temporary stop payment or change the amount that is being  

withdrawn from an account?  

A: Yes. Par ticipants can suspend, change or  stop withdrawals by contacting the J im Warren 

(704-854-8201) of Warren & Associates. Jim and his firm provide financial and recordkeeping ser-

vices for Holy Trinity. Changes should be requested at least five business days before the transfer is 

scheduled to take place.  
 

Q: How do participants in the Simply Giving® program participate in the weekly  

offering? 

A: The best way is to simply wr ite “Simply Giving” on your  offer ing envelope and place in the 

offering plate. 
 

Q: How do I participate? 

A: Complete the Simply Giving® program Authorization Form and return it to the church of-

fice or mailed it directly to Jim Warren, Warren & Associates, P.O. Box 1871, Gastonia, NC 28053. 

If preferred, the form can be faxed to Jim’s office at (704) 854-9754. The Simply Giving® program 

Authorization Forms are available in the church office. 

 

Let Simply Giving® help you build better stewardship by turning a simple choice into a gener-

ous response. 
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CHILDREN’S  MINISTRY  NEWS  FOR  MARCH 
 

The days are getting longer, the world is beginning to show signs of renewed life through hints 

of color and we feel the subtle changes in the air that indicate spring is near. What an incredible place 

to live and what a wonderful time to celebrate the goodness of God and the life His grace  

bestows on us.   
 

Spring is a time of renewal and what better way to celebrate that renewal than to remember all that 

God has done for us through Christ Jesus. The children will begin preparing for Lent and Easter with 

Bible lessons, continued acts of kindness and an Easter Narration and Singing. We are focusing our 

studies on our actions and words glorifying God at home, at school and even at the grocery store. We 

want others to see our actions and hear our words and know that we are not "of this world" without us 

having to tell them. Our Love Week celebration started this focus with our S.L.I.C.K. (Sharing Love 

& Inspiring Common Kindness) acts.  
 

It is incredible to see the enthusiasm all of our children show when given even the smallest opportuni-

ty to share Christ's love with others.  During Love Week, the children (and many of you) took the 

chance to do acts of kindness for others and ran with it! I cannot begin to express how encouraging it 

was to see our congregation working together with the children to bring a spark of hope, encourage-

ment, and joy to people through simple acts of love. This is a ministry we will repeat throughout the 

year as we work to share the love of Christ with others in our community and around the world.  
 

We will have our Easter Extravaganza on Easter Saturday this year and I need as many hands on deck 

as possible to help with planning, setup/teardown and running the event. It is one of our biggest 

events every year and is a great way to share Christ's story with our children and children from the 

community. We will have a planning meeting for this event on Sunday, March 17 for anyone able to 

help with any aspect of this event.  
 

Another way we hope to share love with children this year is through our VBS program in August. 

We will begin this year with a prayer walk and planning session on Sunday, March 17 as well. If you 

would like to help in any way from being a prayer warrior, helping with meal prep, setup, or teardown 

to teaching or being part of the dance crew, please join us for this first prayer walk. It is so important 

for our adults to be present and part of VBS.  
 

God continues to bless our Children's Ministries, and as we continue to encourage our children and 

families to flourish their relationships with Christ, I believe God will use our children to share His 

great goodness with the world. It is only with your help and prayers can we do these wonderful 

things. I am always grateful for your support and dedication to this ministry. Thank you for all you 

do.  
 

In Christ's Love, 

Jaimie Cline 
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March Schedule 
 

  March 3  Prayer Partner Fellowship 

  March 10  SNL 

  March 15 - 17  CMD Retreat/Seabrook Island 

  March 24  SNL 

Upcoming Children’s Events: 
 

 March 16 Family Day Out/St. Patrick’s Day Festival, Clover, SC - 10:00 am - 4:00  p.m.  

 March 17  4:00-5:00 - VBS Prayer & Planning Meeting (all interested in helping with 

   VBS are encouraged to attend)  Snacks provided. 

   5:00-5:45 - Easter Extravaganza Planning Meeting 

 April 20  Easter Extravaganza  

 April 28 Children's Easter Narration & Sing A Long  

 VBS 2019 August 12-17 6:00-8:30 p.m. - Preparation and training will begin in March  

Youth Retreat ~ March 15 - 17 
 

GET READY FOR THE CAROLINAS 

MISSION DISTRICT YOUTH RETREAT!!!  
 

We will be staying at St. Christopher Camp 

& Conference Center located on Seabrook 

Island! It is located on over 314 acres of 

beach, maritime forest and undisturbed salt 

marsh about an hour south of Charleston. 

Our theme for the weekend will be GIF: 

God is Faithful. We will worship on the 

beach, enjoy daily devotions related to our 

theme, play lots of fun games, have a 

campfire, and make lots of friends!  

Calling all Prayer Partners!!! 
 

PRAYER PARTNER FELLOWSHIP - 

SUNDAY, MARCH 3  
 

Thank you once again to all our prayer 

partners!! We appreciate all you do to pray 

and care for our youth. As an appreciation for 

your ministry and in efforts to continue to 

build relationships among our prayer partners, 

we have planned a prayer partner fellowship 

on Sunday, March 3 at 5:30 p.m. We will 

enjoy dinner together and have a great time 

sharing Christian fellowship. See you all 

there! 
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March Circle Meetings 
 

Circle of Patience: Sunday, March 3  3:00 p.m.  Room 25 

   Program:  Anita Stiles 

   Hostesses:   LaVerne Davis & Anita Stiles 

    

Circle of Goodness: Thursday, March 14  10:00 a.m.   Room 25 

   Program:  Marilyn Kosak  

   Hostess:  Shirley Anderson 

   Card Ministry:  Tess Gibbons 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of each month from  

4:00 - 6:00 p.m.  We welcome everyone to join us.  You don’t have to know how to  

crochet or knit, someone will teach you.   
 

If you have questions about joining this group or if you know someone in need of a prayer shawl, 

please contact Kay Peak. 

HOLY  TRINITY  WOMEN’S  RETREAT  2019  

Friday, April 26 – Sunday, April 28 
  

Treat yourself to a 2 night get-a-way to the Blowing Rock Conference Center to deepen your faith, 

develop new friendships, and have lots of fun!!!  The Conference Center is a smoke free facility. It 

is surrounded by beautiful woods and meadows. All rooms are double occupancy, with 2 double 

beds and a full private bathroom. All linens and towels are provided!  Home-style meals (included in 

the prices below) are served in a dining room with a stone fireplace and a view of Grandfather 

Mountain. Wireless Internet is available. The average temperature in Blowing Rock for this time of 

year is 60’s high / 40’s low. 

  

You will enjoy some free time on Saturday afternoon!  Shop, hike, stroll, craft, read, nap, chat, etc.  

Also, some ladies arrive early on Friday (first order of business begins at 6:00 p.m. with dinner) or 

stay late on Sunday for additional fun (check out time is 11:00 a.m.). Tanger Outlet Mall and down-

town Blowing Rock are both just 7 minutes from the center. Downtown Boone is approximately an 

18 minute drive. 



21  

 

HOLY  TRINITY  WOMEN’S  2019  RETREAT  REGISTRATION 

Blowing Rock Conference Center, Blowing Rock, N.C.                                                                           

Friday, April 26 – Sunday, April 28 

  
Please attach your check to this registration form.  Make checks payable to Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 

Women (or HTLCW).  Note on memo line:  Women's Retreat.  Please give your  registration and check 

to LaRae Campbell or LaVerne Davis.***  PLEASE DO NOT PUT IN THE OFFERING PLATE!!!  

Some financial assistance is available, contact LaVerne Davis - 704-616-0570 or kclavdavis@gmail.com.  
  
$100.00 deposit is due by Sunday, March 10 and the remainder of $80.00 is due by Sunday, April 14. 

  

Please Print: 
 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Home Phone: _______________________ Cell Phone: ________________________________________ 
 

E-Mail_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Roommate request: _____________________________________________________________________ 

 (If you don’t have a roommate request, a person will be assigned to you.) 
 

Do you need a handicapped accessible room? ______________a first level room ____________________ 
  

To help with room assignments, are you “early to bed” or “night owl?”____________________________ 
 

Are you planning to drive your car? _______________________________________________________ 
 

If so, are you willing to take others? ___________________ How many? _________________________ 
 

The Church van is available, are you interested? _____________________________________________ 
 

Are you diabetic? __________________ Other Needs? _______________________________________ 
 

Do you have any allergies we should know about?  Yes _____________  No______________________ 
 

Do you have any medical conditions we should know about? 

___________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Do you have any dietary restrictions we should know about? 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Other Comments:  

 

 

***You can turn in your registration form in the Welcome Center on Sundays, March 3 & 10.  Women’s 

Board members will be available. 

mailto:kclavdavis@gmail.com


 Fanny McAlister and Family, at the death of her husband Raymond on 2/21 

 Oscar Doster, following hospitalization 

 Marilyn Kosak, at home with double pneumonia 

 Kevin Novinc, recovering after heart bypass surgery on 2/8 

 Gene Keller, for healing 

 Abigail Lineberry, currently doing ministry work in India 

 Ann Riggs, continuing bone problems in her back 

 Iris Work, on-going heart issues 

 Homebound:  Caroline Banker, Anne Beam, Mason Carpenter, Ann Keyser, Dave Lemke, 

Larry McSpadden, Martha Smith, Bill  &   Betty Williams 

 For the unsaved, and for the Holy Spirit to work in the spirit of HT Disciples giving us a 

passion to share Christ 

 Richard and Ronda, for healing. Prayers requested by Jody Kinley 

 Joanna Griggs, suffering from the flu. Prayers requested by Leisa Brown 

 Jennifer McLamb, daughter-in-law of Steve & Marsha, undergoing radiation treatments 

through March 

 Carl Waters and wife Kathy, following his triple bypass surgery on 2/18. Prayers 

requested by Teleena Stadther 

 Kathy Trimnal¸ having a lung removed due to cancer. Prayers requested by Bonnie 

Saylors 

 Sydney Newton, family member of Mick & Carla McMahan, recuperating at home from 

an autoimmune disease 

 Jim East, father of Pastor Brack, recovering after hospitalization 

 Asher Ammons, 8 year old with brain stem tumor, beginning treatment at St. Jude’s. 

Praise for him being nausea-free! Prayers requested by Pepie Jones 

 Eli Taylor, receiving chemo for Hodgkin’s Lymphoma, with positive improvements. 

Prayers requested by Pepie Jones 

 For release of  Leah Sharibu, Christian teenager held as a slave by Boko Haram  

 Pr. Yousef Nadarkhani, arrested for his Christian witness in a Muslim country 

 Robin Simmons, daughter of Iris Work, for overall health 

 Family & friends serving in the military:  Mitch Wells (Kuwait), Jonathan Brinkley 

(ND), Brett Boyd (TX), Bessie Evans (Japan), Brandon Leslie, Andrew Lambert, Luke 

Saylors (Syria) 

If you would like your name or someone else’s name added to the prayer list, please  fill-out a prayer card at 

church, email, or call the church office. Only the hospitalized and grieving members are added automatically. 
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Did we miss your birthday?   
 

If your birthday is incorrect, or you have a birthday in March/April and your name was  

not on this list, please call the church office (704-864-0378) and give us the correct information.   

Thank You! 

With special joy, we recognize and celebrate these birthdays in the months of  

March & April.  We are thankful for the life and spirit of the birthdays we celebrate.   

May the blessings of God flow in the life of each of you. 

2 Teddi Daniels, Matthew Fox 

3 Jaimie Cline, Janie Norton 

4 LaVada Barnhill 

6 Tim Black, Martin Brown 

7 Alex Johnson 

8 David Fogle, Katrina Hinds 

10 Tim O'Donohue 

12  Kelsey Brice, Donna Motsinger,  

 Layne Rickle 

13 Gabriella Rupp 

15 Amy Carpenter 

18 Bruce Blalock 

20 Gracie Bennett 

21 Anne Beam 

22 Kevin Novinc 

24 Peightan Green 

29 Butch Barnes, Anna Currie, Marty 

 Leonard 

30  Billie Barnes 

 

 

 

1 Beth Heffner 

4 Kristie Gornto, Chris Murphy 

5 Martha Williard, 

6 Amy Godwin, 

9 Kay Clemmer Cierra Fox 

12 Garrett Oakes 

13 Carson Johnson 

15 Janet Dyer, Sawyer Norton 

16 Donna Allen, Paulette Brice 

17 Les Miller, Bruce Zander 

18 Robbie Oakes 

20 Betty Blalock, Bernard Brice, Heather 

 Clemmer, Lauren Franklin, Wil Kerns 

21 Debbie Keller, Ashley King, Bridget 

 Niemeyer  

24 Reggie Parlier 

25 Margaret Abernethy 

26 Jennifer Smith 

27 Anna Jordan, Hilda Teumer 

28 Johnathan Hawkins, Betty Williams 

29 Marian Clemmer 

30 Roy Brinkley, Dale Christman 
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Knowing, Loving and Sharing Christ 
Phone:  704-864-0378 Fax:  704-864-4959 

Website:  www.holytrinitygastonia.org 
 

MINISTRY  STAFF 
 

Lead Pastor    Braxton East  brack@holytrinitygastonia.org 

Associate Pastor    Jason Dampier  jason@holytrinitygastonia.org 

Director of Music Ministries  Chris Murphy  chris@holytrinitygastonia.org 

Organist     Dr. John Siler  jsiler4@att.net 

Children’s Ministry Director  Jaimie Cline  jaimie@holytrinitygastonia.org 

Church Office Administrator  Teddi Daniels  teddi@holytrinitygastonia.org 

Facility & Ministry Administrator  Ellie Holloway  ellie@holytrinitygastonia.org 

Custodian    David Stephens 

Nursery Supervisor   Katheryn Dockery, 

     Shaina Hinds 


