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WEDNESDAY  EVENING  PRAYER  IN  LENT  
In-Person and On-line at 7:00 p.m. 

 
As a part of our discipleship discipline in Lent, we will have Evening Prayer on Wednesdays at 7:00 
p.m., from February 24 through March 24. We will gather in the Sanctuary for these worship  
services, where we can also record and broadcast them via the internet. You are invited to join us for 
this brief mid-week time of worship and edification in the Word of God. Each week there will be a 
message on the theme “God Gets Us Through This Life” brought by Pastor Brack, Pastor Jason, 
Music Ministry Director Chris Murphy, or seminarian Cody Carpenter. Perhaps you can better align 
your life with God and his mission by giving up something that frees up the time for you to attend or 
watch these worship services? Please join us as you are able. 

WOULD  YOU  LIKE  TO  SERVE  ON  A  COMMITTEE? 
We Have Several Service Opportunities Available  

 
Do you have spiritual gifts to share in various ministries? The following committees have current 
desires to welcome new members to serve as we anticipate hopefully having more normal in-person 
ministries this year: 

 

  Care Ministry (Help with Condolence Meals) 
  Children and Youth 
  Discipleship  
  Finance 
  Outreach - Global 
  Personnel 
  Property 
  Worship and Music 
 

If you are interested in serving, please submit your name to Pastor Brack or Pastor Jason. Some 
committees have immediate needs, while others appoint new members periodically. 
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I heard someone recently say this is the season of Lent, a Lutheran’s second chance on failed New 
Year’s resolutions. Yep, it’s that time of year again. Give up your chocolate, stand up to the tempta-
tion of red meat, commit yourself to new diet and workout regimen, and once again, commit to  
doing a devotional every day. Ok, maybe that is not quite what it is all about (no matter how true it 
is). Lent is a time of repentance. It’s a time for us to focus on our need for God and to witness his 
love for us, which is best seen in Christ Jesus, our Lord. 
 
Next time you find yourselves at the store, I invite you to take a look at the book section. Particular-
ly, I invite you to look at the Christian books. Usually, you will find promises of happiness, life 
change, better health, finding the perfect partner God has in mind for you, how to put on the armor 
of God, how to be the woman/man God wants you to be, or your prayer battle plan. Why is it that 
such topics become best sellers? Well, they address the things people long for the most. We live in a 
world that longs for wholeness, for security, for joy and happiness. Is it bad to long for such things? 
Not necessarily. The question we should ask ourselves is where do we turn to satisfy that longing? 
 
The season of Lent, as dull and uneventful as it may seem until Holy Week, teaches us that it is Je-
sus that truly satisfies. Psalm 42:1 captures this quite well. It says, “As a deer pants for flowing 
streams, so pants my soul for you, O God.”  What we find by walking to the cross with Jesus is that 
we are like the deer searching the forest, craving for water to quench our thirst. The good news is 
that we don’t have to look far for the stream. This Lenten season, I invite you to reflect upon what it 
looks like to have our souls quenched, and I invite you to join us as we seek out the one who satis-
fies. 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Jason 

 

 
Daylight Savings Time starts on Sunday, March 14! 

Don’t forget to turn your clocks forward an hour before  
you go to bed on Saturday, March 13.   
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HOLY  WEEK  WORSHIP  AT  HOLY  TRINITY 
Week of March 28 - April 4 

 

“Holy Week” is the name we give to the week before Easter Sunday. Because the life, death and res-
urrection of Jesus are central to our faith, and because this is the time we specifically focus on these 
events, our worship services during Holy Week are special to us all. This year’s services will be a 
little different than usual as we are still dealing with the Covid pandemic. All services which are held 
in the Sanctuary will be streamed on the internet for people to watch and worship with us remotely 
as they need to. Here are our plans at this time: 
 
Palm / Passion Sunday  March 28 TBD  
 
Maundy Thursday  April 1  7:00 p.m. 
 

At this service, we will remember Jesus’ time with his disciples on the night before he was crucified.  
Jesus was having the Passover meal with his disciples, and so we remember how he washed their 
feet and that he instituted the Lord’s Supper at that time.     
 
Good Friday   April 2  10:30 a.m.  
 

A Community Ecumenical service based on the Stations of the Cross. This will be an outdoor service 
where we process together throughout the downtown Gastonia area, stopping at various locations to 
commemorate Jesus’ journey to his cross. The service will end at the parking lot of First Methodist 
Church where a box lunch will be served, to eat on-site or to take home with you.  
 

      7:30 p.m.  
This will be a Tenebrae service (service of increasing darkness) in our sanctuary based on Jesus’ sev-
en last words from the cross. The service ends in full darkness and silence as we meditate on the 
meaning of Jesus’ death which takes away our sins. 
 
Easter / Resurrection  April 4  6:30 a.m. 
 

Sunrise worship, beginning outdoors at the cross and processing into our Sanctuary for a joyous wor-
ship service. 
      8:30 a.m.  
 

A contemporary worship service in our Fellowship Hall celebrating Jesus’ resurrection and what it 
means for us. 
      11:15 a.m.  
 

A traditional worship service in our Sanctuary celebrating Jesus’ resurrection and what it means for 
us. A baptism will also take place. 
 
For ALL of our services, we will continue to implement Covid safety precautions including masks 
and social distancing. So far, to the best of our knowledge, no one has caught or spread the virus at  
a Holy Trinity function. In the meantime, we’re thanking God for his goodness and protection, and 
asking for a speedy end to this pandemic. 
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JOIN  US  AT  OUR  NEXT  SONSHINERS  MEETING 
 Tuesday, March 9 ~ 11:00 a.m. 

 
In February, we enjoyed lunch from Charley's and had a special guest, Brian McCarn - One Man 
Band with us. Brian can be found on Facebook with times and places where he will be playing.   
 
Our next event is scheduled for Tuesday, March 9 at Holy Trinity, and will be catered by Bruce & 
Judy. We’re featuring a St. Patrick’s Day menu with corned beef & cabbage, potatoes, carrots and, of 
course, rolls, dessert and bottled water. The cost is $10. Any monies left over go into the SONshiners 
account at Holy Trinity for our service projects. 
 
As one of our service projects, at that the March get-together, we will be putting together Flood 
Buckets as requested by our NALC SE Regional Disaster Response office. We have purchased the 
materials using our SONshiners account, and will assemble them after lunch. If you have any ques-
tions or comments, please call or text me at 704-678-1633 or email jzander5@att.net.   
 
An e-mail blast will be sent out as a reminder as we get closer to the date. Reservations are needed 
by Saturday, March 6. Looking forward to seeing everyone. 
 
Judy Zander 
Chairperson SONshiners     

LIFE-TO-LIFE  DISCIPLESHIP 
What’s Next? 

 
Holy Trinity began learning more about Life-to-Life Discipleship and working toward 
implementing it several years ago. We recognize that this method of being and making disciples 
aligns well with Jesus’ methods in the Gospels. Currently, we are doing a church-wide study on 
“Joining Jesus on His Mission; Show Me How” in small groups and many of our disciples are 
learning more about how to share faith with people around us. Our next step will be to multiply our 
discipleship microgroups. (A microgroup is a group of 3-4 people who meet together weekly or bi
-weekly for relationship building around the Word of God.) The room in the PLC closest to the 
Welcome Center has been named the “Life-2-Life Lounge” and it is set up for microgroups to use. 
There are also some sample resources in the room for disciples to consider as they go forward with 
new groups. New resources are being added… 
 
If you are interested in learning more about this method of discipleship and disciple making, feel 
free to contact Pastor Brack for more info. 

mailto:jzander5@att.net
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WOMEN’S  PAINT  PARTY ~ SATURDAY,  MARCH  13 
Last call for sign-ups! Reservations are required and due by March 7! 

 
Women's Ministry is hosting a paint party on Saturday, March 13 from 9:30 a.m. - Noon. Little Bit 
Studios will supply your choice from 3 Easter/Spring Door Hangers and supplies provided for only 
$25.00. We'll fellowship social distance style. Reservations are required and due by March 7.  
 
Sign up is available on the Holy Trinity website.  Hope you can join us for fellowship and fun - no 

experience required. Your options are shown below ↓ 

BLOOD  DRIVE  NEWS 
 

Holy Trinity Hosting PHC Home Health Blood Drive 
Friday, March 26 

 
In response to a request from the Red Cross, Holy Trinity is opening up our PLC to PHC Home 
Health to hold a blood drive on March 26 from 11:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.  As part of their blood drive, 
they are asking their donors to bring non perishable food items for CAM. 

Trucking On Down To The Blood Drive Update 
 

At our February 22 Blood Drive, there were 53 pints of blood given!   
 
Thank you to everyone who gave blood or helped in any way with this event! 
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WOMEN  OF  HOLY  TRINITY 
 2021 - 2022 

 
February is the beginning of the Women’s Ministry Year! We are excited to share  
with you what we have to look forward to during the next 12 months. We invite  
and encourage all women of any age to be part of this ministry!  
 
As communicated last month, due to COVID-19, we were unable to hold our yearly meeting in  
January. The Women’s Ministry Board continues to meet monthly to carry forward the budget  
approved in January 2020.  If you have any ideas for the board to consider, please contact one of the 
board members listed on the next page – we’d love to hear from you! 
 
We continue to have two ladies’ circles that meet on a monthly basis.  The Circle of Patience meets 
on the first Sunday afternoon of the month and the Circle of Goodness meets on the second Thurs-
day of the month. They enjoy fellowship, snacks and a program given by a circle member on a vari-
ety of subjects often based in scripture. These two circles offer a continued correspondence to our 
homebound members, participate in service projects and their offerings greatly support the Wom-
en’s Ministry. They are presently meeting at the church keeping COVID-19 guidelines in mind and 
are open to new members at any time! 
 
Women’s Ministry also has a Ladies Bible study that meets over ZOOM weekly on Tuesday nights. 
This group has done many different studies in the past few years.  Currently they are studying Elijah 
by Priscilla Shirer. They enjoy being able to continue their fellowship over ZOOM and they keep a 
current prayer list going. If this sounds interesting to you, they welcome any ladies to join them! 
 
Our Prayer Shawl Ministry continues their work and if you knit or crochet, they would welcome 
your help. 
 
Already in February, the Women’s Ministry Missions has “Shown our School Staffs Some Love” to 
honor and thank the staffs at Lingerfeldt Elementary and York-Chester Middle School for every-
thing they do for their students and families during this very difficult year!  
 
Going forward this year, the board has decided to support the WNALC (Women of the NALC) pro-
ject emphasis of Disaster Response. We’ve set aside $300 to purchase diapers and wipes to help 
stock up these supplies at the NALC warehouse. We will encourage our congregation to donate gift 
cards from Lowe’s/Home Depot/Walmart during the month of May. These gift cards put ‘money on 
the ground’ during flood/hurricane disasters. This summer, we plan to facilitate a project to help 
replenish the NALC warehouse’s supply of flood buckets just in time for the hurricane season! Stay 
tuned for more information coming this spring…. 
 
Our next fellowship event is a Painting Party coming up on Saturday, March 13. Sign up is open 
online now and the cost is $25. Plan to join us that morning for this fun event! 
 
Finally, we had to make the difficult decision to cancel our yearly Spring Retreat. We are in discus-
sion of a possible day retreat in late summer or early fall however, it will depend, of course, on 
COVID-19. Let’s send up a prayer that we will be able to gather for that event! 
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March  Circle  Meetings 
 

Circle of Patience: Sunday, March 7 3:00 p.m.  Room 22 
 

   Program:   Anita Stiles 
   Hostess:    LaVerne Davis 
    
    

Circle of Goodness: Thursday, March 11 10:00 a.m. Room 25 
 

   Program:   Marie Ferguson 
   Hostess:   Judy Zander 
   Card Ministry:  Annemarie Couture 

We want to thank the congregation for their continued support of this ministry. Together we can 
make a difference inside and outside of these church walls….. 
 
         Women’s Ministry Board 
 

 President - Heather Peoples   V. President - LaVerne Davis  
 Secretary - Dana Rice   Treasurer - Holly Hawkins 
 Spiritual Director - Barbara Kies Fellowship Director - Debbie Keller  
 Mission Director - Debra Henning 

“Share the Love” Update! 
 
Women’s Ministry would like to thank the congregation for the overwhelming response to our  
request for snack/beverage items for the staffs of Lingerfeldt Elementary and York-Chester 

Middle School. We were able to fill 120 bags with snacks for every staff member at both 

schools. We delivered the goodies on Friday, February 12 and Tuesday, February 16 and they were 
so grateful!  We included a card in each bag thanking them for all they do for their students and their 

families and assured them we here at Holy Trinity think of them often and pray for them. What a 

great way to support these schools! 
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 NALC 

Men are looking for places where they can gather with other good men to share experiences, and 
learn more about the way Christ wants us to live. 
 
Jesus challenged His disciples to go out into the fields and gather the harvest. That is our challenge 
today. We are to locate the men who are looking for more in life, and bring them to Christ. 
 
Men if you are married, your wife must be your most intimate friend, but to say my wife is my best 
friend is a copout. You also need good Christian male friends who understand how you feel, be will-
ing to offer sound counsel, and pray for you. They will also hold you accountable to your commit-
ments and responsibilities when you need them. 
 
After the Promise Keepers Conferences in 1995, men came home after making a commitment or  
recommitment to Christ with a new excitement about getting to know Christ. They wondered what’s 
next, and how do they could continue to grow in their faith. 
 
When today’s men come home from a spirit-filled gathering such as the NALC’s Convocation, the 
question is “How do we keep that fire alive and hot?” The only way to keep that fire burning is to 
grow a strong, healthy men’s ministry in every congregation in the NALC. 
 
So where are we going and what is our goal in men’s ministry? We need to develop Men of Integrity.  
The word integrity comes from the Hebrew word for whole, sound, or unimpaired. It means to pos-
sess a genuine heart. A man of integrity is true to his word. 
 
We need to develop Men of Intimacy. Intimacy comes from the Latin word intus, which means 
“within.” It is a sharing of life with another. It is allowing others into our hearts, and it is getting into 
their hearts. We need to help build this in three ways: 
 

1. The biblical man experiences intimacy with God. A man who gets up in the morning, 
 goes to the window, looks out and says, “Good morning Lord” and “Thank you for the 

life you have given me,” has that intimacy with God. 
 

2. The biblical man experiences intimacy with his wife if he is married. It is spiritual  
 praying together, worshiping together. Intimacy between husband and wife involves all 

that they are: sharing dreams, hopes, fears and failures. 
 
 3.  The biblical man experiences intimacy with other men. It is one thing to have intimacy 

with God. The biblical man needs to open up to other men to have male friends. The Bi-
ble tells us that God surrounded himself with other men. Moses had Aaron; Joshua had 
Caleb, and David had Jonathon. Even Jesus had Peter, James and John and the rest of the 
Twelve. 
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DID  YOU  KNOW  THAT  WE  LOVE  TO  SHARE  GOOD  NEWS   
ABOUT  OUR  DISCIPLES??? 

 
Sometimes, we don’t know when you have good news. You can help us by contacting Ellie in the 
church office 704-864-0378 or Anita Stiles 704-718-1738 with  good news. Thank you!

We need to build our ministries around Proverbs 27:12. “As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharp-
ens another.” 
 
We need Men of identity. The biblical man is balanced. He is complete, and he is certain of his 
identity.  There are four biblical principles we can remind our men of right from the start. 
  
 

1.  We have been created by God for God. 
 
2.  Christ loved us so much he died for us. 
 
3.  Christ lives in each man. 
 
4.  The masculinity of Jesus is our mode. 
 

We need Men of Influence. Famed football coach Bud Wilkerson once said of football, “It is terri-
ble for the country. Football is 80,000 men desperately in need of exercise, watching 22 men des-
perately in need of rest.” That is just like the church. Hundreds and hundreds of men desperately in 
need of using their gifts watching a handful of guys weary, exhausted from well doing who need a 
rest. 
 
Our goal is to train men to do ministry, and to train men to train other men to do ministry. 
 
The men we work with are going to live on in the lives of the men they invest their lives in.   
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a noted Lutheran theologian, said it well, “A righteous man is one who lives 
for the next generation.” 
 
This all sounds wonderful, but how do we achieve it? I believe the best way to build men of Integ-
rity, Intimacy, Identity and Influence is in small groups of three or four men, studying the Word.  
Getting to know each other on a deeper level. Creating deep meaningful relationships that will last. 
 
Some of the tools we can use are “Growing in Christ,” “Every Man A Warrior,” and the one my 
microgroup is using now “Living Faith” by someone we all know, Pastor Brack East.  
 
Wouldn’t it be GREAT if every man in the NALC were involved in a microgroup? Just imagine 
what men’s ministry would be like, and the number of men you could bring to Christ. 
 
Bruce Zander 
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Holy Trinity ~ March 2021
 

 
 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday

  1 2 

  1 pm Staff Mtg 1 pm Herald Crew 
 
6:30 pm Ladies Bible Study via Zoom 

Joining Jesus Show Me How Classes
10 am LaVerne Davis
6 pm Ana Mathews 
6 pm Pastor Jason/Bruce Zander
6:30 pm Heather Peoples (Zoom)
8 pm Reggie Parlier 
 

1:30 pm Microgroup 
7pm  Lenten Worship

       7 8 Council Reports Due           9 

8:30 am Worship In-Person 
10:15 am Sunday School Classes for 
Adults and Children 
11:15 am Worship In-Person 
11:15 am Worship Online Live 
3 pm Circle of Patience 
5 pm SNL 
Joining Jesus Show Me How Class 
5 pm Pastor Brack/John Long 

1 pm Staff Mtg  
  

11 am SONshiners @ HT 
 
  
 
 
 
6:30 pm Ladies Bible Study via Zoom 

Joining Jesus Show Me How Classes
6 pm Ana Mathews 
6 pm Pastor Jason/Bruce Zander
6:30 pm  Heather Peoples (Zoom)
8 pm Reggie Parlier 
 

1:30 pm Microgroup 
7pm  Lenten Worship

  Daylight Savings Time Begins    14 15 16 

8:30 am Worship In-Person 
10:15 am Sunday School Classes for 
Adults and Children 
11:15 am Worship In-Person 
11:15 am Worship Online Live 
5 pm SNL 
Joining Jesus Show Me How Class 
5 pm Pastor Brack/John Long 

1 pm Staff Mtg 
7 pm Council Mtg via Zoom 
 

 
  
  

 Joining Jesus Show Me How Classes
10 am LaVerne Davis
6 pm Ana Mathews 
8 pm Reggie Parlier 
 

1:30 pm Microgroup 
7pm  Lenten Worship

Herald Deadline               21 22 23 

8:30 am Worship In-Person 
10:15 am Sunday School Classes for 
Adults and Children 
11:15 am Worship In-Person 
11:15 am Worship Online Live 
1:30 pm Women’s Board Mtg 
5 pm SNL 
7 pm Endowment Team Mtg 
Joining Jesus Show Me How Class 
5 pm Pastor Brack/John Long 

1 pm Staff Mtg 
7 pm Personnel Team Mtg 
 
  

 
 

 
  

Joining Jesus Show Me How Classes
6 pm Ana Mathews 
8 pm Reggie Parlier 
 
1:30 Microgroup 
7pm  Lenten Worship 

Palm Sunday               28 29 30 

WORSHIP: TBD 
 
5 pm SNL 
 
Joining Jesus Show Me How Class 
5 pm Pastor Brack/John Long 

1 pm Staff Mtg 
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Holy Trinity ~ March 2021 
 

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

3 4 5 6 

Joining Jesus Show Me How Classes 
10 am LaVerne Davis 
6 pm Ana Mathews 
6 pm Pastor Jason/Bruce Zander 
6:30 pm Heather Peoples (Zoom) 
8 pm Reggie Parlier 

1:30 pm Microgroup 
7pm  Lenten Worship 

Joining Jesus Show Me How Class 
7 pm Carla Oakes  
7 pm Chris Murphy (Zoom) 
 
6:30 Microgroup 

10 am Bulletin Crew  11 am Nicky Hutto Funeral  
    (In person and livestream) 

10 11 12 13 

Joining Jesus Show Me How Classes 
6 pm Ana Mathews 
6 pm Pastor Jason/Bruce Zander 
6:30 pm  Heather Peoples (Zoom) 
8 pm Reggie Parlier 

1:30 pm Microgroup 
7pm  Lenten Worship 

10 am Circle of Goodness 
6:30 Microgroup 

10 am Bulletin Crew 

 
  
  

 9:30 am Women’s Paint Party 

            17 18 19 20 

Joining Jesus Show Me How Classes 
10 am LaVerne Davis 
6 pm Ana Mathews 
8 pm Reggie Parlier 

1:30 pm Microgroup 
7pm  Lenten Worship 

 6:30 Microgroup 10 am Bulletin Crew 
  
  

 

24 25 26 27 

Joining Jesus Show Me How Classes 
6 pm Ana Mathews 
8 pm Reggie Parlier 

7pm  Lenten Worship  

 6:30 Microgroup 10 am Bulletin Crew 
11 am Blood Drive (PHC Home 
Health Care - Red Cross) 
  

  

31    
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 COMMITTEE  NEEDS  YOU! 
 
The Communications Committee is looking for new members! If you are interested in all things 
communications related, this committee is for you! Our main focus is the church website, but if 
there is an area related to communication, we can be involved. Currently, we are assisting with the 
decision regarding a new phone system for the church. We have solicited several proposals and are 
working to decide what system will be best for the church going forward.  
 
To join us on the committee, you do not have to be a "techie" or have a lot of computer skills. If you 
have those skills, that is much appreciated but is just not required! If you are interested or have any 
questions, contact Grant Sparks at gsparks20@gmail.com or by phone/text at 704-879-1616. 

COUNCIL  PRESIDENT’S  MESSAGE 
 

All of you together are Christ’s body, and each of you is a part of it.  
1 Corinthians 12:27 

 
In our recent reading from Joining Jesus Show Me How, we learned that one of the 5  
Lifestyle Practices of Jesus involves showing others how to participate in God’s mission. How can 
we do that? By doing the good works which God prepared in advance for us to do (Ephesian 2:10). 
You might then ask, what good works did God prepare me for? I think a great place to start is by 
looking at the spiritual gifts that God gave you, which leads to another part of the Vivid Description 
of Holy Trinity, “Differently Gifted/Equally Created.” 
 
1 Corinthians 12:4-7 states, “There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit is the 
source of them all. There are different kinds of service, but we serve the same Lord. God works in 
different ways, but it is the same God who does the work in all of us. A spiritual gift is given to each 
of us so we can help each other.” Reread that slowly. God has given each of us a unique gift and 
that gift is meant to be used to help others.  
 
I would invite you to read all of 1 Corinthians 12 and in reading it, you will see there are so many 
types of gifts and these gifts are needed to make up the body of Christ, the church. The church is not 
just this congregation but let me take a moment to focus on Holy Trinity. There are many ways to 
serve and use your gifts here at Holy Trinity and “We celebrate when believers put their gifts into 
service as their hearts and God’s will direct.” Do you have a gift of administration, teaching, leading, 
serving, encouraging, giving, healing, faith, evangelism, showing kindness? If so, there are opportu-
nities to use those gifts at Holy Trinity and I would love to talk with you about them. 
 
So, what is your gift and how are you using it to help others?  
 
Heather Peoples 
Church Council President 

mailto:gsparks20@gmail.com
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CHURCH  COUNCIL  HIGHLIGHTS 
From the February 15 Meeting 

 
At the regular meeting of the Church Council on February 15 via Zoom, the following actions were 
taken: 
 
1.  Approval of minutes from the January meeting, and of the minutes from the February 7 Congre-
gational Meeting.  At that Congregational Meeting, it was unanimously decided to accept the 
$25,000 offer to sell the piece of property the church owns at Cramer Mountain.    
 
2.  Noting that several committees could use some additional members, it was decided to ask every-
one in the congregation if they are interested in serving in any of these roles.  The notice would be 
posted in the bulletin announcements for two weeks and in the Herald newsletter. 
 
3.  Approved hosting the Carolinas Mission Region convocation on September 24-25, 2021 rather 
than at the previously-approved date in May.  The date of the convocation was postponed due to 
Covid concerns.  
 
4.  Regarding the proceeds of the sale of the property at Cramer Mountain, it was decided to give 
away 10% of the amount received, and to credit the rest to the operating budget to make up for 
shortfall from last year. 
 
5.  Received an update from the Communications Team regarding the replacement of the church’s 
non-functional telephone system. 
 
6.  Approved recommendations from the Benevolence Committee regarding distributions of 4th 
quarter gifts. 
 
7.  Reviewed the status updates on 2020 and 2021 Endowment grants. 
 
8.  Received a status update on the plans to keep electronic records of all Council meetings. 
 
9.  Received financial reports for 2020 receipts and disbursements, as well as January 2021 re-
ceipts. 
 
10.  Received a report on signature authority on each of the church’s bank accounts. 
 
11.  Received reports from Pastors and staff.    
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HOW  DO  YOUR  FINANCIAL  GIFTS  GLORIFY  GOD? 
 

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. (Matthew 6:21 NIV) 
 

Our Giving is an act of Worship. In light of what Christ has done for us on the cross and the amaz-
ing grace we receive, our giving should be a reflection of what our heart treasures. Our giving 
should be viewed as a part of our worship to the Lord. If we are just giving to mark off a line on 
our spiritual checklist, we are merely involved in charity and we are missing out on the great joy of 
being a cheerful giver.  
 
We give because God has given to us. God has given us everything (James 1:17). He gave His Son 
to provide for our salvation. He has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in Christ (Ephesians 
1:13). He “richly supplies us with all things to enjoy” (1 Timothy 6:17). Because He has given so 
abundantly to us, we should respond by giving generously back to Him. What is your response to 
those blessings God has bestowed on you? 

 
 

For those that like numbers… 
 

Noted below we show our January 2021 offerings compared with our monthly budgeted ministry 
plan. Our staff and leaders continue to manage our expenditures. Our church leadership is doing 
their best to be good stewards of our financial resources.  

 

  Gifts Received in January 2021:   $37,592  

  Monthly Budget for Ministries:    $61,538 (5 Sunday month) 

  Difference:     ($23,946) 

 
  Gifts Received in January 2020:  $44,414 
 
 
Thank you for your continued support of the ministries of Holy Trinity. 
 
Lee Stadther 
Church Treasurer 2021 
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CHILDREN’S  MINISTRY  NEWS  FOR  MARCH 
 
Winter is waning, spring is just around the corner and before you know it, summer will be here!  
The children’s ministry is now meeting in person for Sunday school, the nursery is open for both of 
our morning worship services and planning for summer day camp has begun. We are working on 
new fellowship and worship opportunities that will be fun and educational for our children.  
 
To everyone who has submitted or is planning to submit recipes and/or scripture, thank you! I am 
excited about sharing this project with you all in the coming months. Our congregation is full of 
wonderful cooks and this is going to be a great collection! Please continue to send 
me your recipes. You can drop them in my mailbox in the church office, email them 
or snap a picture and text them to me. Because this will be digital until later in the 
year, we can easily add more recipes to the collection. The more, the merrier as they 
say because this will be an ongoing adventure. 
 
In February, the children helped collect items for Valentine’s bags that were donated children and 
their mothers at a local shelter. It was a small gesture of kindness during our annual Love Week for 
kids but was hugely appreciated by the recipients.  
 
This month, the children will put together “green goodies” for healthcare workers who are working 
at Covid testing and vaccine administration sites. Many of these people are outside under canopies 
no matter what the weather is like and receive very little thanks for the service they are providing. 
These goody bags will be distributed on St. Patrick’s Day. If anyone in the congregation would 
like to contribute snacks or goodies for these packs, please place them in my office or call me 
to have them picked up.  
 
As for future planning, we are currently working out the details for our summer day camp program. 
We will be hosting a week of day camp at Holy Trinity for several of our local NALC churches. 
This will be an excellent chance for our kids to create some new friendships with others in our  
mission district. The camp will be available to children in elementary and middle school. There will 
be an opportunity for the congregation to support this program through sponsorship or volunteering 
so stay tuned for details in the coming weeks. The details will be posted on our website, Facebook 
page and in the bulletin throughout March.  
 
As always, thank you to everyone for your support of our children’s ministries. Happy spring!  
 
In Christ’s Love and Service, 
Jaimie Cline 
Children’s Ministry Director 
 
jaimiecline@holytrinitygastonia.org 
704-425-7805 (cell phone) 

mailto:jaimiecline@holytrinitygastonia.org


16 

 

March Youth Schedule 
 

  March 7 SNL 
  March 14 SNL  
  March 21 Group Activity 
  March 28  SNL 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Confirmation Camp 

July 18 - 24 
 
Finally! Something that doesn’t look like it will be canceled!! Confirmation Camp looks to be a  
go for this summer. Confirmation Camp will be July 18 - 24 at Laurel Ridge. Laurel Ridge is a 
beautiful camp in the Blue Ridge Mountains of Ashe County. We plan to partner up with several 
churches to learn about God, make new friends, play all sorts of fun games and activities, and wor-
ship as we grow in faith.  
 

 

 

 
 
 

Group Mission Trip 
4th of July Week 

 
Any high schoolers interested in going on a Group Mission Trip, we will be joining St. Peter’s  
Lutheran Church for a Week of Hope during 4th of July week in Nashville, TN! This is a great  
opportunity to serve in a variety of ways. If you are interested or would like more information, 
please see Pastor Jason. 
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LENT  WORD  SEARCH 



If you would like your name or someone else’s name added to the Prayer List, please  fill-out a 
Prayer Card at church or contact the church office. Only the hospitalized and grieving members 
are added automatically. 

• The Family of Betty Williams, at her death on 2/21 

• The Family of Jim Warren, at the death of his mother Mary on 2/23 

• Adam and Terri Cate, for continued health as they prepare for the birth of their son in July 

• Wanda Christman, at home, following hospitalization with viral meningitis 

• Gene Frye, moved to Covenant Village after hospitalization 

• Kathy, daughter of Bob and Marilyn Kosak, recovering after hospitalization 

• For those affected by Covid-19, including Darrell Wyatt; and Chad McLean, son-in-law of 
Bob & Marilyn Kosak 

• Homebound: Caroline Banker, Oscar Doster, Rob and Gene Frye, Fanny McAlister, Larry 
McSpadden, Ann Riggs, Hilda Teumer, Kathy Wallace, Bill Williams, Iris Work  

• For our country to grow in ways that value the sanctity of all life 

• For those who do not yet trust Jesus for salvation, and for the Holy Spirit to work in HT 
Disciples to increase our passion to share Christ with others 

• The Family of Alex Givens, especially his wife, Sherrill, at his death on 2/17 due to a heart 
attack. Prayers requested by Kay Peak. 

• Philip Brown, friend of the Hinds family, at the Covid death of his father, and his mother’s 
hospitalization in ICU due to Covid.  

• Don Branch, father of Bridget Niemeyer, under Hospice care, congestive heart failure 

• Don McMahan, has pulmonary fibrosis; treatment options being reviewed 

• For release of Leah Sharibu, Christian teenager held as a slave by Boko Haram  

• Pr. Yousef Nadarkhani, arrested for his Christian witness in a Muslim country 

• Robin Simmons, daughter of Iris Work, for overall health 

• Students, Parents, Teachers and School Staff during the 2020-2021 school year 

• Family & friends actively serving in the military: Jonathan Brinkley, Brett Boyd, Mae Dodd, 
Trevor Dunlap, Mason Fox, Brian Hanna, Tyler Hearn, Andrew Lambert, Luke Saylors 

• For the safety of healthcare workers: Beth Cook, Melodie Garrison, Kailey Hinds, Lynn 
Ledbetter, Anna Murphy, Reggie Parlier, Jennifer Sutley, and all others 
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Did we miss your birthday?   
 

If your birthday is incorrect, or you have a birthday in March/April and your name is  
not on this list, please call the church office (704-864-0378) and give us the correct information.   

Thank You! 

With special joy, we recognize and celebrate these birthdays in the months of  
March and April.  We are thankful for the life and spirit of the birthdays we celebrate.   

May the blessings of God flow in the life of each of you. 

2 Teddi Daniels, Matthew Fox 
3 Jaimie Cline, Janie Norton 
4 LaVada Barnhill 
6 Tim Black, Martin Brown 
7 Alex Johnson 
8 David Fogle, Katrina Hinds 
10 Tim O'Donohue 
11 Kinslee Stroupe 
12 Donna Motsinger 
13 Gabriella Rupp 
15 Delmonte McClure 
18 Bruce Blalock 
22 Kevin Novinc, Annabelle Smillie 
29 Butch Barnes, Anna Currie 
30 Billie Barnes 
 

 

 

 

1 Beth Heffner 
4 Kristie Gornto 
4 Chris Murphy 
5 Martha Williard 
6 Amy Godwin 
9 Cierra Fox 
12 Garrett Oakes 
13 Carson Johnson 
15 Janet Dyer, Sawyer Norton 
16 Donna Allen 
17 Les Miller, Bruce Zander 
18 Robbie Oakes 
20 Betty Blalock, Lauren Harris 
21  Debbie Keller, Ashley King,  
 Bridget Niemeyer 
24 Reggie Parlier 
25 Margaret Abernethy 
27 Anna Jordan, Hilda Teumer 
28 Johnathan Hawkins 
29 Marian Clemmer 
30 Roy Brinkley, Dale Christman 
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Knowing, Loving and Sharing Christ 
Phone:  704-864-0378 Fax:  704-864-4959 

Website:  www.holytrinitygastonia.org 
 

MINISTRY  STAFF 
 

Lead Pastor    Braxton East  brack@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Associate Pastor    Jason Dampier  jason@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Director of Music Ministries  Chris Murphy  chris@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Organist     Dr. John Siler  jsiler4@att.net 
Children’s Ministry Director  Jaimie Cline  jaimie@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Church Office Administrator  Teddi Daniels  teddi@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Facility & Ministry Administrator  Ellie Holloway  ellie@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Custodian    David Stephens 
Nursery Supervisor   Shaina Hinds 


