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COMMUNITY  GOOD  FRIDAY  OUTDOOR EVENT 
Stations of the Cross 

 
In a “normal” year, Holy Trinity cooperates with local downtown churches during Lent by having a 
midweek lunch and worship service on Wednesdays, meeting once at each church. It has been a long
-standing tradition which has brought our various churches together. However, as we are still in 
“Covid-time,” the local pastors decided not to have large-group meals and crowded worship services 
this year. Instead, we will do something new: Have a Good Friday “Procession of the Cross” service.   
 
It will begin at First United Methodist Church (190 E Franklin Blvd) at 10:30 am on Fri., April 2.  
Everyone will walk in procession to the following stations: 
 

1.  First United Methodist 
2.  162 East  (FUMC facility)   
3.  City Center Park 
4.  Rotary Pavilion 
5.  St. Mark’s Episcopal  
6.  Oakwood Cemetery 
7.  St. Stephen’s AME Zion 
8. FUMC Memory Garden 
 

At each station, there will be a brief responsive reading, a scripture reading and a prayer, all focusing 
on Jesus’ crucifixion for our salvation. 

At the end, you can get a $6 box lunch prepared by First Methodist and you can eat it at their 
Memory Garden, or take it elsewhere. To order a box lunch, go to this website:     
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C4EABA72DAAFDC07-procession 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C4EABA72DAAFDC07-procession


2 

 

Christ is Risen! He is Risen Indeed! Alleluia!! What a special day our Easter is; the sunrise  
service, seeing the light of the paschal candle break the darkness at the crack of dawn, the songs  
of the risen king, the gospel procession (usually), the food, the family, etc. It truly is a day of joy  
celebrating the resurrection. Perhaps the greatest shame of it all is that we often treat it as such, a 
DAY of Easter. The church, however, has a season dedicated to hearing anew the story of the  
resurrection and what that means for us as God’s people, and it has set apart each Sunday as a 
“little Easter” placing the resurrection at the center of the Christian life and all that we do as a 
church. 
 
This past Lent, as we have focused on our need for repentance, during our Wednesday night ser-
vices we have focused on how God gets us through this life. Recognizing the struggles we have 
faced throughout this past year, coupled with the struggles we face in our day to day lives, we 
heard anew the peace, joy, and hope that we have in our risen Lord.  
 
Now, during this season of Easter, we will hear once again the story of the empty tomb. In the 
spirit of the season, however, we are called to not only gaze upon the historical event of the empty 
tomb in joy and wonder, but we are called to live as resurrected people. That is, we are called to 
live as those who have died with Christ and live in the reality of the His resurrection which has 
become our own by faith. This Easter season, I invite you to reflect upon what it looks like to live 
as resurrected people. What does it look like to live in the certainty of the resurrection and Christ’s 
victory over sin, death, and the Devil? It is my prayer that through our reflections, our celebration 
of God’s victory over death, and through the work of the Holy Spirit, that we can embody the 
peace, hope, and joy of Easter in all that we do as God’s church. Happy Easter to you all! 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Jason 

I am so blessed with all the cards, calls and love I am receiving from my Holy Trinity family. 
Thanks for everything you do for me - I love you all. 
       Fanny McAlister 
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HOLY  WEEK  AND  EASTER  WORSHIP  AT  HOLY  TRINITY 
Please Join Us as You are Able! 

 
Holy Week and Easter are the highlights of our Christian worship life as we celebrate what Christ 
has done for us in his life, death, and resurrection which bring life to the world.  We hope you can 
join us in-person if you feel you can do it safely.  If you do not feel comfortable worshipping in  
person, all services held in the Sanctuary will be livestreamed through the church website and Face-
book.  Holy Week and Easter services are as follows: 
 
 
HOLY  WEEK 
 
Maundy Thursday   April 1 7:00 p.m. at Holy Trinity   
 

We’ll have a special worship service focusing on Jesus’ Last Supper with his disciples.  It will 
include Holy Communion and end with the stripping of the altar. 
 
Good Friday    April 2       Two services 

 

10:30 a.m. A Community Service of “Procession of the Cross.”  It will begin at First Meth-
odist, and we will walk in procession behind the cross to eight locations in downtown Gastonia, 
stopping at each location for prayer and scripture.  See page 1 for more information. 

 

7:30 p.m.     Tenebrae Service at Holy Trinity:    A service focusing on the final words of Je-
sus from the cross, ending in total darkness.  
 

Plus:  All afternoon at Holy Trinity -- A self-directed “Stations of the Cross” on the front lawn. 
 
 
EASTER  SUNDAY April 4 Celebration of the Resurrection! 
 
6:30 a.m. Sunrise worship, beginning on the side lawn at the cross, and  
  moving into the Sanctuary 

  

8:30 a.m. Contemporary worship in the Fellowship Hall 

 

11:15 a.m.      Traditional worship in the Sanctuary  
 
 
 
For ALL services, we will continue to implement Covid safety precautions including masks 
and social distancing. 
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JOIN  US  AT  OUR  NEXT  SONSHINERS  MEETING 
Tuesday, April 13 ~ 11:00 a.m. 

 

In March, we enjoyed St. Patrick’s Day food (corned beef & cabbage).  After lunch, we put together 
20 Disaster Relief Flood Buckets.  Jim Green and Bruce Zander took the buckets and the shovels, 
rakes and hoes to the NALC Disaster Response warehouse at Advent Lutheran, Kings Mountain.   
 
Our next event is scheduled for Tuesday, April 13, at Holy Trinity.  All people attending are 
asked to bring a bag lunch.   
 
Our program will be a matinee movie “The Good Journey” which follows two brothers going across 
country together to fulfill the requirements of their father’s will.  If you have any questions or com-
ments, please call or text me at 704-678-1633 or email jzander5@att.net.   
 
Reservations are needed by Saturday, April 10.  This is necessary for setting up the tables and 
seating for the movie. 
 
Judy Zander 
Chairperson SONshiners     

JOINING  JESUS - SHOW  ME  HOW 
Additional class opportunity!  

 
Back to Basics Sunday School  Class 

Beginning Sunday, April 11 
 
If you missed the "Joining Jesus - Show Me How" study that we recently completed, you are wel-
come to join the Back to Basics Sunday School class when we start the study on Sunday, April 11. 
We meet via Zoom and also have a small group that meets in person in the PLC to connect to the 
Zoom together. Contact Anna Houser for details (704-813-6560 / annaplus2girls@gmail.com). 

mailto:jzander5@att.net
mailto:annaplus2girls@gmail.com
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NEXT  LADIES  BIBLE  STUDY 
Living Free by Beth Moore 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ready to replace false strongholds with true freedom in Christ? As you learn to pray Scripture 
with Living Free, you’ll realize the life God desires for you. Author Beth Moore explores the some-
what radical idea that we cannot please God by being perfect. The study begins by defining false 
strongholds, then focuses on five key benefits for every believer: 

 
1)  Know God and believe Him 
2)  Glorify God 
3)  Find satisfaction in God 
4)  Experience God’s peace 
5)  Enjoy God 

 
With Living Free participants can learn how to develop a Godward focus in life, while beginning to 
incorporate the key benefits in their lives through practices of prayer and Bible study. 
 
This is a 6-week book only study.  We will meet via Zoom beginning Tuesday, April 20 at 6:30 p.m.  
Please contact Anna Houser (704-813-6560 / annaplus2girls@gmail.com) if you are interested 
in participating.  The books are $17.50 and will be pre-ordered. 

GRACIE  BENNETT  JOINS  HOLY  TRINITY  STAFF 
 
The Personnel Committee is happy to announce the addition of Gracie Bennett to the church 
staff. Gracie has been hired to be the Nursery Supervisor for the coming months until Shaina Hinds 
is able to return. At that time, Gracie and Shaina will alternate Sundays. Many of you may know 
Gracie as the daughter of Carol Foley Bennett and the granddaughter of the late Carolyn Foley. 
Gracie, a junior at Winthrop University, brings many strong attributes to the position, including  
being CPR Certified. Please join us in welcoming Gracie to the nursery. 

mailto:annaplus2girls@gmail.com
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KNOWING,  LOVING  AND  SHARING  CHRIST 
To be disciples and to make disciples 

 
“Am I the disciple God wants me to be?” “How do I make disciples?” Honestly, these questions 
may be a bit overwhelming. Jesus says to us, “As the Father sent me, I am sending you.” But he 
also says, “Let not your heart be troubled.” He is sending you, but he is also going with you and 
leading you. “Come, follow me.” The way Jesus disciples people is simple and results in ordinary 
followers participating in the mission of the Father while discipling others to do the same. To be a 
disciple of Christ is to be like Jesus. Being a Christian disciple involves personal growth by putting 
Jesus first in all things, following Jesus’ teachings, loving others and making disciples of others. 
 
We do not need to be a biblical scholar to make disciples. Too often we believe we do not know 
enough to make a difference - not true. Sharing our faith and stories of wonderful changes Jesus has 
made in our lives is a path to making disciples. Just as Jesus had his disciples join him on his mis-
sion, we can reach out to others to follow him and join his mission, too. 
 
Many opportunities abound us at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church to grow as disciples and to make 
disciples. 
 
Nancy Faulkner 
Council Liaison, Discipleship Committee 

BLOOD  DRIVE  NEWS 
 
In February we were “truckin” to Holy Trinity to give blood. And “truckin” 
we did, providing 53 pints of blood to the Red Cross.   
 
We have had an amazing year at Holy Trinity. Beginning in February of 2020,  
we have held 5 blood drives including an emergency blood drive in August which was requested by 
the Red Cross. During this time, we averaged providing 53 pints of blood to the Red Cross. As a 
result, we have been named a Premier Blood Partner which means we collected 50 units of blood or 
more per year. That honor comes because we have at least 14 members of Holy Trinity who give 
regularly and who have provided 20 or more units of blood each overall. And, last but not least, 
we have a great team who work hard to put on each blood drive we hold.   
 
In three months, this team will again come together to put on our June 28 Blood Drive.  We hope 
we will see you then.  Repeat: Monday, June 28, 3:00-7:30 p.m. We already have 10 people 
signed up.  You can go on line to the Red Cross and sign up or you can contact Charlotte at 704-
860-3399 or 2sautners@gmail.com and she will sign you up. Again, we hope to see you then.  
 
Charlotte and John Sautner,  
Blood Drive Coordinators 
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 NALC 

Last month, I talked about Men of Integrity, Influence, Intimacy and Identity. I stated that 
discipling was the way to help men develop these four characteristics in men.  
 
The question is: Why should discipleship be a priority for any church? We are called to be obedient 
to the Great Commission as found in Matthew 28:19  “Go and make disciples out of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.”  The Great Commission calls us to 
discipleship. 
 
We need to be accountable to the body of Christ. Fellow believers comprise the body of Christ. We 
demonstrate by our willingness to be accountable to one another. Discipleship is one of the best 
ways in which accountable relationships can be lived out. Throughout the Bible, men were 
accountable to other men, starting with Lot being accountable to Abraham. Of course, we all know 
the Jesus Christ was accountable to God.  
 
We need to be modeling the methodology of Christ. We master our lessons by observing and by  
doing. Christ's methodology is discipleship. Christ used a few men who were willing to learn what 
He was teaching and then pass it on to other men who were willing to learn. 
 
Discipleship should be a major priority of the church because of the need to be conformable to the 
character of Christ. Conformity to His character is key by following the Ten Commandments, 
exhibiting the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22&23); demonstrating the eight Beatitudes (Luke 6:20
-23); striving to obey the two greatest Commandments (to love God and to love our neighbor as 
ourselves). We can be encouraged; He who began a good work in us promises to bring it to 
completion (Phil. 1:6). He promises to change us daily (II Cor. 4:16-18), to become like He is. The 
need to be conformable to His character calls us to discipleship. 
 
Discipleship should be a high priority for the men of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Gastonia, NC, 
and should be a high priority for all churches.  
 
On Saturday, April 24 we will enjoy a Men’s Breakfast at 9:00 a.m.  After eating a great 
breakfast cooked by “Chef Z,” we will be discussing how to form discipling groups (Micro groups). 
We will have materials available. Also on the agenda is selecting ministry projects that we can be 
doing in the community. Please bring suggestions! 
 
Please make a reservation if you plan to attend the breakfast by texting or emailing Bruce 
Zander, (704-747-3066 or bzander5@att.net) no later than Wednesday April 21.    
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Thank you to everyone that came out and participated in our painting party on Saturday, March 13. 
It was a great time of fellowship and it was almost like a reunion because we hadn’t all seen each 
other in almost a year! Everyone did a great job painting, the gifts of the Women of Holy Trinity 
continue to amaze me. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Be on the lookout in for some news about upcoming events, we’ll have them printed in the 
weekly bulletins and we will send out an email. 
  
 
Our Women’s Ministry committee has decided to support the Disaster Relief 
platform of the national WNALC. In March, we used $300 of our budget to 
purchase 10 cases of diapers and 4 cases of wipes. 
 
As we continue our support during the month of May, we are encouraging the congregation to help 
us by donating gift cards. A lock box will be located on a table in the hallway where cards may be 
deposited every Sunday in May. The NALC accepts only the following gifts cards due to the nature 
of the support we offer.  
 

•  Lowe’s/Home Depot Any denomination up to $100  
These cards put money on the ground for supplies to repair homes and tools needed by 
NALC volunteers. 

 

•  Walmart   Any denomination up to $50  
These cards are donated to families to put food on the table/clothes on their backs. 

 
During the months of July and August, we will encourage the congregation to help us create flood 
bucket kits just in time for the hurricane season. These kits are packed into 5 gallon buckets and in-
clude trash bags, bleach, scouring cleansers, liquid floor cleaner, scrub brushes and leather/cotton/
rubber gloves. Details about this collection will be included in the May newsletter.  
 
We are excited to work together to help the NALC support the mission of Disaster Relief.  
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April  Circle  Meetings 
 

This is a time of fellowship, snacks, a program lead by a Circle member and service projects that 
are for Holy Trinity Disciplines and people in the community. These groups are always open to new 
members. 

 
 

Circle of Patience: Sunday, April 11  3:00 p.m.   Room 22 
   Program:   Holly Hawkins 
   Hostess:    Cynthia Mercer 
    
    

Circle of Goodness: Thursday, April 8  10:00 a.m.  Room 25 
   Program:   Shirley Anderson 
   Hostess:   Annemarie Couture 
   Card Ministry:  Carla McMahan 

HELP  US  HONOR  MAREN  &  JONATHAN 
 
Many of you have seen Maren East grow up in our congregation from a first grader to an upcoming 
bride. Our Women’s Ministry invites you to celebrate the joy with the East Family in the May 22 
wedding of Maren and Jonathan Webster. On Sundays April 18 and 25, you will have the oppor-
tunity to share with Maren and Jonathan words of wisdom, or advice, a favorite recipe, and/or a 
congratulatory card. Gift cards, monetary gifts or wrapped gifts are welcomed but not expected. A 
gift table will be located in the PLC hallway (on the above Sundays) for your best wishes! 
 
Because of her part-time job, graduation requirements and wedding plans, Maren will not be at  
Holy Trinity on April 18 or 25. After her graduation and wedding, Maren and Jonathan will be  
living in Anderson, SC where Maren plans to get certified as an EMT so that she can acquire hours 
necessary as a prerequisite for applying to Physician Assistant school. Having already graduated in 
December, Jonathan has employment in Emergency Medical Management in Anderson. 
 
If you choose to honor the couple with a gift, they are registered at Bed, Bath and Beyond, Ama-
zon, Dillard’s, and Target. You can read Maren and Jonathan’s story by visiting: 
https://www.theknot.com/us/jonathan-webster-and-maren-east-may-2021. 

https://www.theknot.com/us/jonathan-webster-and-maren-east-may-2021/photos
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                Holy Trinity ~ April 2021

   

  
6:30 am  Worship In-Person 
8:30 am Worship In-Person 
10:15 am Sunday School 
11:15 am Worship In-Person 
11:15 am Worship Online Live 
 No SNL 

      Church Office Closed 
  

  10:00 am LaVerne Davis/Bible 
Study 
1:30 pm  Micro Group

   

8:30 am Worship In-Person 
10:15 am Sunday School 
11:15 am Worship In-Person 
11:15 am Worship Online Live 
3 pm Circle of Patience 
5 pm Pastor Brack/John Long 
5 pm SNL 

  
  

11 am SONshiners 
  
  

  

10:00 am Circle of Goodness
1:30 pm  Micro Group

   

8:30 am Worship In-Person 
10:15 am Sunday School 
11:15 am Worship In-Person 
11:15 am Worship Online Live 
No SNL 

1 pm Staff Mtg 
7 pm Council Mtg 
  

6:30 pm Women’s Bible Study 
via Zoom 

10:00 am LaVerne Davis/Bible 
Study 
1:30 pm  Micro Group

   

 8:30 am Worship In-Person 
10:15 am Sunday School 
11:15 am Worship In-Person 
11:15 am Worship Online Live 
5 pm SNL 

1 pm Staff Mtg 
  

6:30 pm Women’s Bible Study 
via Zoom 

 1:30 pm  Micro Group
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 Thursday   

     

Holy Trinity ~ April 2021 

7:00 pm Worship 10:00 am Bulletin Crew 
10:30 am Community “Stations 
of the Cross” 
12 noon—6:00 pm  HT/self-
directed “Stations of the Cross” 
7:30 pm Worship  

  

    

10:00 am LaVerne Davis/Bible 

1:30 pm  Micro Group 

10 am Circle of Goodness 
6:30 pm  Micro Group 

  
  

10 am Bulletin Crew 
  

  

    

10:00 am Circle of Goodness 
1:30 pm  Micro Group 

 6:30 pm  Micro Group 10 am Bulletin Crew 
  

Carolina Mission Region Spring 
Youth Event in Statesville 

    

10:00 am LaVerne Davis/Bible 

1:30 pm  Micro Group 

 6:30 pm  Micro Group 10 am Bulletin Crew 
  

 9:00 am Men’s Breakfast at H.T. 
  

     

1:30 pm  Micro Group  6:30 pm  Micro Group 10 am Bulletin Crew   
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COUNCIL  PRESIDENT’S  MESSAGE 
 
But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father  
in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. God is spirit,  
and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth. John 4:23-24 
 
As I am writing this, I can’t help but think of what was happening a year ago. The world seemed 
to have come to an abrupt halt, closing everything from schools to restaurants to gyms to church-
es. Praise God that Holy Trinity was better prepared than most churches and we were able to “go 
live” with streaming and I don’t think we missed a Sunday of worship. We had the right people 
with the right skills and the right equipment to make worship with Holy Trinity disciples possible. 
This is something we all needed during the time of lockdown and it was a joyous day when the 
doors of the church opened back up for in-person worship. 
 
Our Vivid Description states that, “Fueled by a single-minded desire to please God, we eagerly 
gather with other believers to worship Him. During times of corporate worship, we tangibly feel 
the presence of the Holy Spirit and respond by fully abandoning ourselves to God in total devo-
tion…Our sincere passion to worship God spurs us to continually bring along, invite, and include 
others as we long for them to encounter God through worship and experience His abiding peace..” 
What a beautiful statement to explain what it means to Worship Wholeheartedly. Every Sunday, 
when we worship together, either physically in the building or by joining online, we are coming 
together as the body of Christ. We are intentionally setting time aside for God, abandoning other 
desires or activities. 
 
It has been a very difficult year but it looks like there is a light at the end of this tunnel. Business-
es, activities and schools are starting to open back up. More and more people are getting fully vac-
cinated and as that happens, people are getting more comfortable with returning to some of their 
old activities. As everyone is getting comfortable returning to restaurants, gyms, movie theaters, 
etc., I pray that returning to in-person worship is something that is also being considered. During 
Holy Week, there will be many opportunities (some indoors and some outdoors) to join with other 
believers and worship God. And if you are still acting with precaution and concern, that is ok be-
cause we will still be worshiping together virtually. 
  
If you haven’t joined us lately for worship, come on back. We’re open on Sundays at 8:30 a.m. 
and 11:15 a.m. and online at 11:15 a.m. It doesn’t matter what service you attend, just attend and 
remember, “And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one 
another, especially now that the day of his return is drawing near.” 
 
I rejoiced with those who said to me, ”Let us go to the house of the LORD.” Psalm 122:1 
 
Heather Peoples 
Church Council President 2021 
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CHURCH  COUNCIL  HIGHLIGHTS 
From the March 15 Regular Meeting 

 

At the Church Council meeting of March 15, the following actions were taken: 
 
1.  Approved minutes from the previous meeting, and the agenda for the current meeting. 
 
2.  Approved the first quarter benevolence distributions recommended by the Benevolence Commit-
tee which were: 

 

 $4000 Backpack Weekend Food Program 
 $2500 Crisis Assistance Ministry 
 $1500 Crisis Pregnancy Center of Gaston County, Inc 
 $1500 Family Promise of Gaston County 
 $1000 Gaston Literacy Council 
 $2000 North American Lutheran Church 
 $2000 NALC Disaster Relief 

 

The Benevolence Committee also recommended that 10% of the receipts from the sale of the 
Cramer Mountain lot be given to: 

 

 $1112.38 NALC Disaster Relief 
 $1112.38 Crisis Assistance Ministry 

 

The Council approved all these recommendations. 
 
3. The Council held a general discussion regarding any possible changes to our in-person gatherings 
as the Covid situation is beginning to ease. The Council’s comments will be forwarded to the staff 
for further discussion. At this point, the Council agrees that we don’t want to go too quickly in  
order to remain safe for all our people. 
 
4.  Hired Gracie Bennett as a Nursery Attendant since Shaina Hinds is unable to work the nursery at 
this time. When Shaina is able to return, they will share the position. 
 
5.  Approved adding Stephen Lineberry and John Peoples to the Personnel Committee to serve three
-year terms.   
 
6.  Heard a report from the Communications Committee regarding replacement of the non-
functioning church telephone system. No recommendation was made at this point. 
 
7.  Briefly discussed openings on various committees, and noted people who may be willing to 
serve based on requests made in the bulletin announcements for the past several weeks.     
 
8.  Received reports from the Treasurer, Pastors, and Staff. 
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HOW  DO  YOUR  FINANCIAL  GIFTS  GLORIFY  GOD? 
 

16 Three times a year all your men must appear before the Lord your God at the place he will 
choose: at the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the Festival of Weeks and the Festival of Tabernac-
les. No one should appear before the Lord empty-handed: 17 Each of you must bring a gift in pro-
portion to the way the Lord your God has blessed you. (Deuteronomy 16: 16-17 NIV) 
 
We see in this verse, three times a year every male was to make a journey to the sanctuary in the 
city, that would be designated as Israel’s religious capital. At these festivals, each participant was 
encouraged to give what he could in proportion to what God had given him. God does not ex-
pect us to give more than we can, but we will be blessed when we give cheerfully. For some, 10 
percent may be a burden. For most of us, that would be far too little. Look at what you have and 
then give in proportion to what you have been given. What is your response to those blessings 
God has bestowed on you? 

 
 

For those that like numbers… 
 

Noted below, we show our February 2021 offerings compared with our monthly budgeted ministry 
plan. Our staff and leaders continue to manage our expenditures. Our church leadership is doing 
their best to be good stewards of our financial resources.  
 

 
 

 
Thank you for your continued support of the ministries of Holy Trinity. 
 
Lee Stadther 
Church Treasurer 2021 
 

  Month of  
February 2021 

YTD through  
February 2021 

 

       Gifts Received: $47,269 $84,861 

       Budget for Ministries: $49,231 $110,769 

       Difference: ($1,962) ($25,908) 

      

       Previous Year (2020) Comparison: $43,023 $87,437 

       Difference between 2021 and 2020: $4,246 ($2,576) 
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Youth Schedule for April 
 

 Sunday, April 4   Easter (No SNL) 
 Sunday, April 11  SNL 
 Saturday, April 17  Carolinas Mission Region Spring Event 
 Sunday, April 18   No SNL 
 Sunday, April 25  SNL 
 
 
 

Carolinas Mission Region Spring Youth Event 
Saturday, April 17 

 
The Carolinas Mission Region is planning a Spring youth event on Saturday, April 17. We plan to 
meet at St. John’s Lutheran Church in Statesville, NC for some fun activities with youth from across 
our mission region and pack flood buckets for the NALC Disaster Relief Warehouse. Of course, we 
will have to take the church van for this function, so social distancing will be hard until we get there. 
Once we arrive, all activities will be outside. While we have been avoiding offsite activities through-
out the year due to our inability to social distance in the church van, we want to give our youth the 
opportunity to participate if their families are comfortable with it. Please let Pastor Jason know 
ahead of time if you plan to attend so we can plan accordingly.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Confirmation Camp 

July 18 - 24 
 

Confirmation Camp is a go at Laurel Ridge this Summer during the week of July 18-24! It will be a 
week full of fun games and activities with the camp in addition to our confirmation sessions each 
day. Also, due to COVID-19 precautions, the camp has made some great accommodations for us. 
Pastor Jason is working to finalize our plans, so if you plan to go, please get your registration forms 
in ASAP. 
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CHILDREN’S  MINISTRY  NEWS  FOR  APRIL 
 

Happy Easter! 
 
Spring is starting to bloom all around and this year brings new hope and a sense of renewal. As we 
continue to transition into a more “normal” version of worship opportunities for the kids, we will 
offer children’s church for children ages 4-7 during both our Sunday morning services. This will 
begin Easter morning. We desperately need adult disciples to teach children’s church again in both 
services.  If you are willing to teach or assist with children’s church at either service, please contact 
Jaimie Cline.    
 
Please help us welcome Gracie Bennett to our nursery staff! As the opportunity arises, please stop by 
the nursery and say hello. We know that she is going to be a wonderful addition to our team and that 
her experience and enthusiasm for working with kids will be a huge asset to our children’s minis-
tries.  
 
In March, our children’s Sunday school class put together treat bags for healthcare workers. Forty 
bags were distributed to individuals helping with Covid testing and vaccinations at outdoor locations 
in our area. The recipients were incredibly grateful for these little “blessing bags.” Thank you so 
much to all who donated snacks for these bags. We would not have been able to do this without your 
kind donations.  
 
As things begin to change in the world around us, we are also forming plans for fellowship and wor-
ship opportunities for the children.  We will continue to adjust our ministry offerings throughout the 
spring so that our kids and families can connect and worship together.   
 
Be on the lookout for a digital version of our cookbook (coming very soon via email and as a docu-
ment on our website). Thank you to everyone who provided a recipe or scripture. This is going to be 
an excellent tool for our kids to connect with the adults in our congregation.  Also remember that 
you can still submit recipes or scriptures at any time. We will continue to update this cookbook 
throughout the summer and create a printed version this fall.  
 
May God bless and keep you all.  Have a wonderful spring and thank you all for continuing to sup-
port our children’s ministries. 
 
In Christ’s Love, 
Jaimie Cline 
Children’s Ministry Director 
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• Family and friends of Bill Williams, at his death on 3/27 

• Brenda Jenkins, recovering at home after ER visit for  

      severe back pain 

• Marty Leonard, following surgery on 3/30 

• Robin Kirby, following hospitalization due to stomach issues 

• Rick Jones, upcoming medical tests on 4/8 

• Mike Brunnemer, continued improvements for various health issues 

• Fanny McAlister, at Peak Resources following surgery 

• Jim Guffey, at Lincolnton Rehab Center for continued recovery 

• Ann Riggs, moved to Covenant healthcare due to back pain 

• Wanda Christman, regaining strength after viral meningitis 

• Darrell Wyatt, for recovery and healing of pneumonia 

• For those affected by Covid-19, including Phyllis Brown, friend of the Hinds 

family, in ICU 

• Homebound: Caroline Banker, Oscar Doster, Rob Frye, Fanny McAlister, Larry 

McSpadden, Ann Riggs, Hilda Teumer, Kathy Wallace, Iris Work  

• For our country to grow in ways that value the sanctity of all life 

• For those who do not yet trust Jesus for salvation, and for the Holy Spirit to 

work in HT Disciples to increase our passion to share Christ with others 

• Stephanie McMahan, family member of Mick & Carla McMahan, upcoming sur-

gery for colorectal cancer on 4/5 

• Miss Betty, an elderly friend of Robbie Oakes, recovering from a severe illness 

• Scott and Family, friends of Robbie Oakes, dealing with several losses and health 

issues 

• Don McMahan, has pulmonary fibrosis  

• For all who are trapped in demonic possession, that Christ will free them 

and reign within them 

• For release of Leah Sharibu, Christian teenager held as a slave by Boko Haram  

• Pr. Yousef Nadarkhani, arrested for his Christian witness in a Muslim country 

• Robin Simmons, daughter of Iris Work, for overall health 

• Students, Parents, Teachers and School Staff during the 2020-2021 school 

year 

• Family & friends actively serving in the military:  Jonathan Brinkley, Brett 

Boyd, Mae Dodd, Trevor Dunlap, Mason Fox, Brian Hanna, Tyler Hearn, Andrew 

Lambert, Luke Saylors 

• For the safety of healthcare workers:  Beth Cook, Melodie Garrison, Kailey 

Hinds, Lynn Ledbetter, Anna Murphy, Reggie Parlier, Jennifer Sutley and all oth-

ers 

If you would like your name or someone else’s name added to the Prayer List, please  fill-out a 
Prayer Card at church or contact the church office. Only the hospitalized and grieving members 
are added automatically. 
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Did we miss your birthday?   
 

If your birthday is incorrect, or you have a birthday in April/May and your name is  
not on this list, please call the church office (704-864-0378) and give us the correct information.   

Thank You! 

With special joy, we recognize and celebrate these birthdays in the months of  
April and May.  We are thankful for the life and spirit of the birthdays we celebrate.   

May the blessings of God flow in the life of each of you. 

1 Beth Heffner 
4 Kristie Gornto 
4 Chris Murphy 
5 Martha Williard 
6 Amy Godwin 
9 Cierra Fox 
12 Garrett Oakes 
13 Carson Johnson 
15 Janet Dyer, Sawyer Norton 
16 Donna Allen 
17 Les Miller, Bruce Zander 
18 Robbie Oakes 
20 Betty Blalock, Lauren Harris 
21  Debbie Keller, Ashley King,  
 Bridget Niemeyer 
24 Reggie Parlier 
25 Margaret Abernethy 
27 Anna Jordan, Hilda Teumer 
28 Johnathan Hawkins, Betty Williams 
29 Marian Clemmer 
30  Roy Brinkley, Dale Christman 
 
 
 

3 Kathryn Peoples 
4 Robin Clanton 
8 Karen Leonard 
9 Sydney Allen, Kasey Barnes 
10 Susan Barber 
12 Taylor Johnson 
13 Danny Hawkins 
15 Ethan Luksa 
16 Jessica Dampier, Sarah Waldrop 
18 Angel Buchanan 
21 Marsha McLamb 
23  Amanda Godwin, Clay Mathews,  
 John Niemeyer, Peyton Scot 
26 Cynthia Mercer 
28 Jason Dampier 
29 Marie Ferguson, Katie Peak 
30 Paula Brinkley 
31 Pepie Jones 
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Knowing, Loving and Sharing Christ 
Phone:  704-864-0378 Fax:  704-864-4959 

Website:  www.holytrinitygastonia.org 
 

MINISTRY  STAFF 
 

Lead Pastor    Braxton East  brack@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Associate Pastor    Jason Dampier  jason@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Director of Music Ministries  Chris Murphy  chris@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Organist     Dr. John Siler  jsiler4@att.net 
Children’s Ministry Director  Jaimie Cline  jaimie@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Church Office Administrator  Teddi Daniels  teddi@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Facility & Ministry Administrator  Ellie Holloway  ellie@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Custodian    David Stephens 
Nursery Supervisors   Shaina Hinds/Gracie Bennett 


