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UNIFIED  WORSHIP  EXPERIENCE  ON  PALM  SUNDAY 

April 14 at 10:00 a.m. 
 

As you know, we hold Unified Worship Services several times at year. At these worship events, we 

gather together for ONE worship service at 10:00 a.m. Our next time together will on Palm Sun-

day / Passion Sunday on April 14. It is a joy to worship together, and to see people we may not see 

each Sunday.   

 

To help facilitate relationship-building, we will add something new this time. We will have name-

tags at this service, to help you know the names of the people worshipping near  you.  

 

Sunday School will meet at 9:00 a.m. on April 14, followed by worship in the sanctuary at 

10:00 a.m. Please join us for this special event in the life of Holy Trinity as we worship God and 

consider Jesus’ saving work during the week leading up his crucifixion. 

HOLY  TRINITY  TO  HOST  LENTEN  LUNCHEON 

Wednesday, April 17 - 12:00 noon 
 

The Congregational Life Committee of Holy Trinity invites the congregation and friends to attend 

the Community Lenten Luncheon and Service on Wednesday, April 17 at 12:00 noon. It will be 

hosted by Holy Trinity and be held in the PLC. The speaker will be the Reverend Lauren Vanacore 

from First Presbyterian. 

 

Please join disciples from the area churches for a delicious lunch provided by Holy Trinity’s  

Congregational Life Committee and enjoy the fellowship and inspiration the luncheon and service 

will provide!  
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SPECIAL  WORSHIP  ON  WEDNESDAYS  IN  LENT 

Community Lunch and Worship, AND Holy Trinity Supper and Evening Prayer 
 

The schedule for the remaining Community Lunch and Worship services on Wednesdays at noon is: 

 

  Location   Preacher 

April 3  First Methodist   Rev. Shawn Griffith, St. Marks’ Episcopal  

 

April 10 First Baptist   Rev. Juston Smith, First Methodist 

 

April 17 Holy Trinity Lutheran  Rev. Lauren Vanacore, First Presbyterian 

 

 

In addition, at Holy Trinity we will have a Soup and Sandwich Supper and Evening Prayer on 

Wednesday evenings. Supper is served between 6:00-6:45 p.m. and worship is at 7:00 p.m. The wor-

ship theme in 2019 is “The Disciplines of Lent.”  Our remaining schedule is: 

 

 April 3  Holden Evening Prayer, with a focus on “works of love” at York-Chester 

    Middle School, with Diane George speaking. 

 

 April 10  LBW Evening Prayer, with a focus on “works of love” at the Casa  

    Bernabe Orphanage, with Chuck and Brenda Biddle speaking. 

CHILDREN’S  EASTER  EXTRAVAGANZA 

Saturday, April 20  ~  11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  
 

The Easter Extravaganza will be held on Easter Saturday again this year. We want you to be part of 

this wonderful family event so invite and bring your neighbors, grandchildren, nieces, nephews,  

cousins and their friends to join us for this time of fellowship. This is an event that is fun for kids, 

teens and those of us who are just kids-at-heart.  

 

Our theme for this Easter Festival is After The Tomb. Families will have a chance to experience the 

empty tomb and participate in fun activities that remind us of the joy Jesus’s friends and disciples 

experienced when they saw Jesus alive after seeing him placed in the tomb.   
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HOLY  WEEK  AND  EASTER  AT  HOLY  TRINITY  

Knowing, Loving, and Sharing Christ 
  

Here is the schedule of worship and events leading up to our celebration of Christ’s resurrection:     

   

April 14 Palm Sunday / Passion Sunday 
   

We’ll be gathering together for our Unified service on Palm Sunday. This worship 

service focuses on Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem to die for the sins of the world, and 

the events leading up to his crucifixion. 

  

April 17 Lenten Lunch & Worship 
   

Holy Trinity hosts the community Lenten lunch at noon, followed by a brief worship 

service with Rev. Lauren Vanacore of First Presbyterian preaching. 

  

April 18 Maundy Thursday - 7:00 p.m. 
  

Maundy comes from mandatum, or commandment, referencing Christ’s words in 

John 13:34 “a new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as  

I have loved you, you also are to love one another.” It is an evening where, through 

the Liturgy, we see Christ’s remarkable and unfailing love in the way that he hum-

bles himself as a servant and gives us his body and blood.   

 

April 19 Good Friday - 7:30 p.m. 

  

This service marks a solemn time in which we hear our Lord’s final seven words of 

the cross as recorded in the gospels. We’ll use the hymn Jesus in Thy Dying Woes to 

accompany our readings as a way of reflection. Before we can enter fully into East-

er, we must make our way through Holy Week. This important week in the Church 

year is the way in which we, as a Church body, proclaim and re-experience the work 

of Christ that has changed the world. As you can, please make time to join us in 

worship during this important time. 

  

April 21 Celebrating Christ’s Resurrection! 

  

6:30 a.m.  Worship at sunrise, beginning on the lawn at Garrison Blvd. We’ll 

move indoors in procession for a joyful time of Resurrection  

 celebration. 

  7:45 a.m. Breakfast in the Parish Life Center 

  9:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship celebration in the Fellowship Hall! 

  11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship celebration in the sanctuary! 

 

Please note that because we are having three different worship hours on Easter 

morning, we will not have Sunday School. This is the biggest day of the year for 

believers! Be sure to make plans to worship on Easter and bring a friend too. 
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“GO  FISH”  SMALL  GROUPS  ARE  FORMING  NOW 

Are you signed up yet? 
 

Beginning the week after Easter, we will be doing a congregation-wide study called “Go Fish.”  

This will be a key part of our 2019 vision focus on sharing faith, and you will want to be included 

in that with us! For the last few years we, as individuals, have been growing significantly in faith 

and discipleship. Our next step in the process of growing as a discipleship and disciple-making 

church is to become more skilled and comfortable in sharing Jesus with other people. It’s a natural 

progression for a person who has come to know and realize the saving grace of God in their lives.  

 

Our existing Life Groups are already organized to do this study. If you are not in an existing 

group, we are organizing new “Go Fish” small groups that will meet for this 6-week study. We 

want EACH ADULT to be in one of our many groups. There are sign-up forms in the Wel-

come Center and the Narthex.   
 

Please join us, and grow in faith with us along the path of discipleship! 
 

 

 

“GO  FISH”  KICK-OFF  DINNER 

Sunday, April 28, at 6:00 p.m. 
. 

“Go Fish” is a BIG DEAL, and we will be jump-starting it with a “Go Fish Dinner” on Sunday 

evening, April 28, at 6:00 pm. The main menu item will be fish. (Duh!) And the main item on our 

agenda will be the opportunity to hear from Pastor Brian Zaas.    

 

Pastor Brian is an NALC pastor currently in California, and relocating to Florida this month.  But 

he has cleared his schedule to speak with us. Pastor Brian first got to know us as our Discipleship 

Coach when he was with the Navigators. After several years of helping a number of NALC 

churches grow in discipleship, he felt the call to become an NALC pastor. Now he is able to help 

us from within our own denomination. With many years of pastoral and coaching experience,  

Pastor Brian has the heart for sharing Christ with others. In addition to that, he is very familiar 

with the discipleship journey we are on because he has helped lead us to the point where we are.  

Combined with his skills and passion for discipleship and evangelism, he will be a great resource 

to us as we begin this congregation-wide emphasis on sharing Christ.    

 

In the next couple weeks, we will begin taking RSVP’s for the dinner so we know how much to 

prepare. Watch for upcoming details…. 
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Dear brothers and sisters of Holy Trinity, 

 

I have just returned from our annual mission trip to the Casa Bernabé orphanage in Guatemala, and 

I’m returning with great joy in my heart. Thank you for sending us again to minister to and with this 

Christian ministry in one of the poorer countries of the world. We have been in partnership with 

Casa Bernabé for twelve years now, and we have a growing relationship with the children and staff 

there. THANK YOU for your generous support which we were able to share with Casa Bernabé.  

Your special offerings were given to the orphanage in the forms of: 

 

 •  Building materials for upgrades at the staff residence 

 •  Labor costs for a mason and carpenter hired to assist with renovations 

 •  Pants for the students to wear in the physical education classes at the school 

 •  Special gifts for the two boys we sponsor, Cristoffer and Manolo: shoes, pants, shirts,  

     soccer cleats, soccer balls, a watch, and action DVD’s. Our Prayer Shawl Ministry   

     Team also made and sent prayer shawls for both boys. 

 •   Shirts, pants, and soccer balls to be distributed to various houses 

 •   Four new soccer goals on the school playground 

 •   New tires for the truck of a trusted local mason who does much work for Casa Bernabé 

 •   A hamburger cook-out for the entire orphanage and staff on Friday night   

  •   Cash gift to be used as needed in the future 

 

While our team was there, we assisted with children’s needs, worked on carpentry projects, poured 

concrete, worked in the greenhouse, weeded and harvested vegetables in the garden, did minor re-

pairs in homes, painted a staff apartment and more… 

 

In addition to all this, our team was on a spiritual retreat. Each person invested significant “Quiet 

Time” in Bible study and prayer each morning, and we gathered each evening for discussion and 

prayer and worship. I believe each of us grew in faith as we served at the orphanage, and as we drew 

close to Christ in a special setting. This year’s team was: Chuck and Brenda Biddle, Bill Eaker, Dan 

Hawkins, Bruce and Judy Zander, and myself.  I hope that Holy Trinity can send a team again 

next year, and I encourage you to be in prayer about it now. 

 

Thank you again for sending us, and for sharing love with the people of Casa Bernabé and beyond. 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Brack 
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SONSHINERS  MEETING  FOR  APRIL 

Wednesday, April 17 
 

The SONshiners meeting for April will be the Community Lenten Lunch which is being  held at 

Holy Trinity on Wednesday, April 17 at 12:00 noon.   

 

We hope to see all of our SONshiners there! 

 

SPRING  YARD  WORK  DAY! 

Saturday, April 6   

8:30 a.m. – 12 noon 
 

Sponsored by our Men’s Ministry 

Please consider helping!  

Bring your gloves, rakes, wheel barrows, trimmers, blower-vacs, etc. 

Bottled Water will be provided! 

MEN’S  MINISTRY  NEWS 
 

The Men’s Ministry is hosting the Spring Yard Work Day on Saturday, April 6 at 8:30 a.m.  
 

          This is open to everyone, so please come out and help us spruce up before Easter. 
 

We have 160 bales of pine needles being delivered that will need spreading, weeds pulled, etc.. 

(Rain date: Saturday, April 13.) With enough volunteers, we should be done in about 3 hours.  

 

On May 4, the men are planning on building walls in the parking lot of the church. More details will 

follow once the date is confirmed. 

 

The 2019 retreat has been confirmed for October 11-13. We have room for 30 men, so please put it 

on your calendar! The cost will be $150.  

 

Our next Men’s Ministry meeting is scheduled for Thursday, April 11 at 7:00 p.m. 
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WHERE  EVERYONE  KNOWS  YOUR  NAME 
 

Most of us are familiar with the eighties television show, “Cheers.” One of my favorite 

memories of that show was when the character played by George Wendt entered the bar, 

everyone stopped what they were doing and yelled his name in greeting “Norm.”   

It’s a great feeling when you enter someplace familiar and people greet you with your name.   

 

The Welcome Team recently met and talked about how we do not know everyone’s name within the 

congregation. If you are like me, I know faces but have a hard time remembering names. Therefore, 

we decided that when the congregation comes together for a Unified Service, we are going to ask all 

attending to wear a name tag. Research shows that wearing a name tag invites conversation, makes 

fellowship more personal, saves embarrassment from calling someone the wrong name and makes 

guests feel less conspicuous.   

 

Our next Unified Service is scheduled for Sunday, April 14 (Palm Sunday). As you enter the church, 

the Welcome Team will provide you with a name tag that we hope will create an invitation to have a 

conversation with someone new, put a name to a face and worship with a friend. Cheers. 

 

Donna Allen 

Welcome Team Chair 

IT’S  SOFTBALL  SEASON! 
 

We are forming our Adult Co/Ed Softball Team and practices have begun! 
 

If you are interested in playing (high school age and up) please contact: 
 

Donna Allen, ASAP: 704-718-4934 or dma464@hotmail.com 
 

All games will be played at Poston Park in Lowell on Monday evenings in April and May. 
 

Please consider coming to a game to support our team. Watch for the schedule! 

 

ENDOWMENT  GRANT  MONEY  NOW  AVAILABLE 
 

Those who received 2019 Endowment Grants may apply for those monies they were  

awarded.  Please see Craig Klutz or Bob Ferguson to receive a check for the charity,  

committee or organization you are representing.  

mailto:dma464@hotmail.com
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ARK  TRIP 
 

The Congregation Life Committee is putting together a 3 day/2 night trip to see the  

Ark located in Kentucky. The estimated cost will be $450 or less per person. This 

includes the bus ride, 2 nights at the Holiday Inn Express with continental break-

fast, the Ark Encounter, the Creation Museum, Dinner Cruise on the Ohio river 

and either the Penguin Encounter or the Newport Aquarium. If this is something 

you think you would be interested in, please contact LaVada Barnhill at tastfullyfood@yahoo.com. 

HOME  COMMUNION  MINISTRY  IN  APRIL 

Loving Our Homebound Disciples 
 

Each month, we send out teams of ministers to bring the bread and wine of Holy Communion to our 

homebound disciples who cannot attend worship with us. Our ministers are sent from the worship 

service to extend the Sunday morning worship experience to the homebound. After they share the 

scripture from that morning, and also share highlights from the sermon, they pray with those they 

are visiting and then share the bread and wine of Communion with them.   

 

The Communion visitation lay ministers for April are: 

 Team 1:   Bob and Marie Ferguson  

 

Pastor Brack and Pastor Jason will also be visiting our homebound disciples and having Commun-

ion with them in April. 

 

We thank all our communion ministers for sharing the grace of Christ with those who cannot come 

to 805 S. York Street to worship on Sunday mornings.    

YOU  ARE  INVITED 
 

Many of you have seen Page East grow up in our congregation from a young girl to an upcoming 

bride. Our Women’s Ministry invites you to share in this joy with the East family at the May 17, 

Alabama wedding of Page and Tom Holsteen. On Sundays, April 28 and May 5, you will have the 

opportunity to share with Page and Tom words of wisdom or advice, a favorite recipe, and/or a con-

gratulatory card. Gift cards or monetary gifts are welcomed but not expected. A gift box will be avail-

able in the PLC hallway on the above Sundays for your best wishes. 

mailto:Tastfullyfood@yahoo.com


9  

 

SUPPORT  OUR  TROOPS 
 

Thank you for your donations to Support our Troops! Mitchell Wells, husband of Brittani,  

is a member of the Army National Guard and is currently overseas on his 2nd 

deployment.  Brittani has reported that Mitchell, along with his fellow soldiers, are 

extremely grateful for all that they have received and say thank you! Every donation, 

thought and prayer is what is helping them get them through this deployment. 
 

Items the troops have requested are: wet wipes/baby wipes, dry shampoo, packaged snacks, 

dehydrated foods, dried fruits, meal replacements (no liquids) such as carnation instant breakfast 

pouches, protein bars, powdered peanut butter, etc.  

 

Please bring your donations to Room 24 in the Parish Life Center (room to the right of the 

kitchen).  Brittani mails out packages monthly. 

 

If you are unable to shop and would like to make a donation to purchase items or help offset the 

cost of the mailings, please make checks payable to Holy Trinity, memo: Soldiers, and drop in the 

offering plate or mail to the church office. Thank you! 

APRIL  IS  CRISIS  ASSISTANCE MINISTRY  MONTH  AT  HOLY  TRINITY 
 

Please remember CAM on your next trip to the grocery store. Canned food, boxed meals, personal 

care items like toothpaste, shampoo, diapers, etc. are items of need.  

 

Bring your items to the collection barrels in the PLC hallway. Items will be delivered to CAM 

throughout the month of April. 

 

Thank you and God bless you, 

Charlotte Eaker 

Holy Trinity CAM Coordinator 

YORK  CHESTER  MIDDLE  SCHOOL 

Changing Lives With Love 
               

For the month of April, Holy Trinity will continue to collect skin cleansing wipes (i.e. Wet Ones) 

and boxed facial tissues for  the students at York Chester . 

  

Thank you for your loving and ongoing support for these neighborhood children. “…when you did it 

to one of the least of these my brothers and sisters, you were doing it to me !” Matt 25: 36-40 (NLT)  
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MISSED  WORSHIP  SERVICES  ON  SUNDAY? 
 

If you miss a Sunday, feel free to mail your gift to the church using your offering envelope which 

can be used as a self-addressed envelope or give online @ www.holytrinitygastonia.org/ and click 

on the Online Giving* tab. 
 
*Holy Trinity Lutheran Church discourages the irresponsible use of credit cards.  We offer the opportunity to donate by 

credit/debit card as a convenience to those who manage their finances in a God-honoring way. 

LUTHERAN  SERVICES  CAROLINAS  NEEDS  YOUR  HELP 
 

Lutheran Services Carolinas is collecting supplies for the residents of Mountain Ridge Group Home 

for use in their Drop-In Center. (This was formerly Faith Farm Group Home.)  Some suggestions 

for items are:  arts/crafts supplies, games, puzzles, magazines, books, etc. 
 

Donations can be left in the Lingle Sunday School Class (PLC Room 25). 
 

Thank you, 

Dennis & Cynthia Mercer 

 

 Save the Date . . .  
 
Mark your calendars now for the Congregational Picnic on Sunday, September 8.   

Come enjoy good food and fellowship while we kick off the fall schedule together! 

  -Congregational Life 

COMMUNITY  FOUNDATION  RUN 

Saturday, April 13 
 

The 2019 Gaston County Community Foundation Run is coming up on April 13! The  

Community Foundation Run serves as a great way to unite donors, community volunteers,  

and local businesses to support non-profits in our community. Also, organizations registered 

through the Community Foundation can receive matching funds for donations they receive up to 

$10,000 ($15k for local schools).  

 

Holy Trinity helps support several organizations through the Community Foundation so that they 

can receive matching funds, and we encourage you to do so as well! If you would like to donate or 

participate in the run, brochures are available in the Welcome Center. All donations must be re-

ceived by April 22. 

http://www.holytrinitygastonia.org/
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COUNCIL  PRESIDENT’S  MESSAGE 
 

Well, here we are! March is over and we are deep into the Lenten season. I know that we are all 

preparing our hearts and minds for the celebration of the most important event in human history, 

the resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! I can feel the Holy Spirit continuing to work 

at Holy Trinity in each of us and guiding us to the center of God's will! When I look at The Herald 

calendar, there is abundant evidence that our disciples are hard at work doing God's work. Thanks 

be to God! 

 

On a personal note, I have just returned from an incredibly rewarding trip to Casa Bernabe in Gua-

temala! I am sure that you will hear plenty of stories from the seven of us who went about what a 

special place Casa Bernabe is and what a great opportunity this trip is to both serve the Lord and 

deepen your personal relationship with our Creator through prayer study and introspection. I would 

encourage each of you to prayerfully consider making the trip down someday. 

 

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in 

Christ Jesus for you.”  1 Thessalonians 5: 16 -18 

 

Bill Eaker 

2019 Council President 

DID YOU KNOW…. 
We have a new range in the PLC Kitchen!  

 

We have replaced the 69 year old range which was purchased when the church was built in 1950. 

The new range does not require the sophisticated fire suppression system upgrades which were 

being required of the old range. This will save us thousands of dollars! We still have the double 

convection oven and also the warmer. We are so blessed to have such an awesome kitchen!  
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CHURCH  COUNCIL  HIGHLIGHTS  FOR  MARCH 
 

At the regular meeting of Church Council on March 11, the following actions were taken: 

 

1. Opening devotions were led by Pastor Jason. 

 

2.   Vacancies on the Memorial Fund Committee were noted, and the Council was assigned to bring 

two nominees to the April meeting. 

 

3.   Treasurer Lee Stadther presented a summary of people who have served on the Finance Commit-

tee in recent years.  The Council was asked to be in prayer about possible future members, and to 

bring nominees to the April meeting. 

 

4.   Approved the nomination of one person to fill a recent vacancy in the Personnel Committee. 

 

5.   Approved an additional $248 benevolence gift to Lutheran World Relief for 2018, based on 

2018 offerings which were received after the beginning of the year. The Council also approved the 

disbursement of first quarter benevolence disbursements of $15,000 for Backpack Weekend Food 

Program, Crisis Assistance Ministries, Crisis Pregnancy Center, Family Promise, Salvation Army 

and the Cathy Mabry Cloninger Center to the Community Foundation Run to get matching funds. 

 

6.   The Council received a question from a member regarding possible changes to Endowment 

Grant procedures. After a brief discussion, Council asked President Bill Eaker and Pastor Brack to 

respond via written letter. 

 

7. Approved nominees for the Endowment Committee, to be ratified by the congregation at a  

Congregational Meeting on Sunday, May 12. 

 

8.   Noted that Donna Allen and David Abernethy accepted the appointments to the Benevolence 

Committee for three-year terms. 

 

9.   Gave final approval to the YMCA to hold summer camps at Holy Trinity in 2019, based upon 

the satisfactory insurance certification received. 

 

10.   Approved getting an appraisal on the value of the parking lot at the northwest corner of Chester 

Street and Garrison Blvd, for possible sale. 

 

11.   Noted that each committee and ministry team is requested to turn in goals for 2019, including 

at least one Smart Goal for our 2019 vision emphasis on “Sharing Faith.” 

 

12.   Received reports from Treasurer, Pastors and Staff. 
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HOW DO YOUR FINANCIAL GIFTS GLORIFY GOD? 
 

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. (Matthew 6:21 NIV) 
 

Our Giving is about Discipleship. Money is a tool God uses to help us live and love like Jesus.  

Regardless of how much or how little we may have, God is at work in our lives through our circum-

stances. He is leading each of us to a deeper trust in him. Whether you struggle financially or enjoy 

financial abundance, regardless of your situation, instead of asking “why” or just saying “thanks,” 

be sure to talk to God about your giving. Ask Him to help you grow in this area since there is a 

strong connection between faith and money. 
  

We give because God has given to us. God has given us everything (James 1:17). He gave His Son 

to provide for our salvation. He has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in Christ (Ephesians 

1:13). He “richly supplies us with all things to enjoy” (1 Timothy 6:17). Because He has given so 

abundantly to us, we should respond by giving generously back to Him. What is your response to 

those blessing God has bestowed on you? 

 

For those that like numbers… 

 

Noted below, we show our February 2019 offerings compared with our monthly budgeted ministry 

plan. God is good! God is working in the hearts of Holy Trinity’s disciples. Giving through Febru-

ary is the best we have seen in many years. Our  staff and leaders continue to manage our  ex-

penditures. Our church leadership is doing their best to be good stewards of our financial resources.  

 

 
 

Thank you for your continued support of the ministries of Holy Trinity. 

 

Lee Stadther 

Church Council Treasurer 2018 

  Month of February 2019 YTD through  

February 2019 

Gifts Received: $49,424 $94,792 

Budget for Ministries: $48,432 $96,864 

Difference: $992 ($2,072) 

      

Previous Year (2018) Comparison: $34,060 $67,877 

Difference between 2019 and 2018: $15,364 $26,915 
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CHILDREN’S  MINISTRY  NEWS  APRIL 
 

Spring is still springing and things are popping in our Children’s Ministry this spring! We are pre-

paring for some great fellowship and worship opportunities in the children’s ministry this month.  

 

 

The children are rehearsing for their Easter Singing and Narration on Sunday,  

April 28 and the work and focus of our youngest disciples is impressive. They will  

be singing at both the 8:30 and 11:00 services and we cannot wait to share all their 

hard work with you.  

 

 

The Easter Extravaganza will be held on Easter Saturday, April 20 this year. 

We want you to be part of this wonderful family event so invite and bring your 

neighbors, grandchildren, nieces, nephews, cousins and their friends to join us for 

this time of fellowship. This is an event that is fun for kids, teens and those of us 

who are just kids-at-heart. Our theme for this Easter Festival is “After The Tomb.” 

Families will have a chance to experience the empty tomb and participate in fun 

activities that remind us of the joy Jesus’s friends and disciples experienced when 

they saw Jesus alive after seeing him placed in the tomb.   

 

As we continue to prepare for these Children’s Ministry events, please pray for God’s guidance on 

how to best share Christ’s love with the children in this church and in our community. I hope many 

of you will be able to attend and to be part of our Easter events this year. As always, thank you for 

continuing to support our Children’s Ministries.  

  

 

 

 

Upcoming Events  
 

Saturday, April 20   11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.   Easter Extravaganza  

 

Sunday, April 28 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.   Children’s Easter Singing  

 

Sunday, May 5   9:45 a.m.    VBS Helper Interest Meeting  
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YOUTH  CALENDAR  FOR  APRIL 

 
 April 7  SNL 

 April 14  SNL 

 April 21  No SNL    Happy Easter! 

 April 28  SNL 

CAROLINAS  MISSION  DISTRICT  YOUTH  RETREAT  RECAP 
 

On March 15 - 17, our youth traveled to Seabrook Island, SC for the Carolinas Mission District 

Youth Retreat. They had a great time playing games, worshiping on the beach, and learning about 

how God is faithful. It was a great retreat where our youth got to know other youth in our mission 

district and grow in relationship to one another. As we learned at our retreat, God is faithful all the 

time, and all the time, God is faithful! All who were present got to witness God’s faithfulness 

through hearing His word, and through the witness of our youth and volunteers throughout the  

Carolinas. Thanks be to God! 
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HOSPITAL  VISITATION  FOR  MARCH 
 

              March 31 - April 13         John & Sarah Waldrop 

       April 14 - 27          Kay Peak 

       April 28 - May 11         LaRae Campbell 

SPECIAL  SAINT! 
 

 Betty Williams will celebrate her  91st birthday on April 28! 

She has been a disciple of Holy Trinity for 68 years! 

 

Please help us wish Betty a happy birthday by sending her a card to: 

1351 Robinwood Road, Apt. B-314, Gastonia NC  28054 
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April Circle Meetings 
 

Circle of Patience: Sunday, April 7  3:00 p.m.   Room 25 

   Program:  Christine Smith 

   Hostesses:   Anne Cloninger & Cynthia Mercer 

    

Circle of Goodness: Thursday, April 11  10:00 a.m.   Room 25 

   Program:  Tess Gibbons  

   Hostess:  Sarah Waldrop 

   Card Ministry:  Judy Zander 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of each month from  

4:00 - 6:00 p.m.  We welcome everyone to join us.  You don’t have to know how to  

crochet or knit, someone will teach you.   
 

If you have questions about joining this group or if you know someone in need of a prayer shawl, 

please contact Kay Peak. 

HOLY  TRINITY  WOMEN’S  2019  RETREAT 
Blowing Rock Conference Center                                                                                               

Friday, April 26 – Sunday, April 28 

  

Just a reminder that all money is due by Sunday, April 14. 

 

Make checks payable to Holy Trinity Lutheran Church Women (or HTLCW).  Note on memo 

line:  Women's Retreat.  Please give your  registration and check to LaRae Campbell or  

LaVerne Davis.  PLEASE DO NOT PUT IN THE OFFERING PLATE.  Some financial  

assistance is available, contact LaVerne Davis - 704-616-0570 or kclavdavis@gmail.com.  

Restaurant Night at Growlers USA 

Thursday, April 11 at 6:30 p.m. 
 

All women of Holy Trinity are invited to join us for Restaurant Night on Thursday, April 11 at 6:30 

p.m.  We will be meeting at Growlers USA in the Loray Mills building.     

 

Please join us for this special “Girls Night Out” event where we will have food, fun and fellowship!  

If you have any questions, please contact Marilyn Kosak. 

mailto:kclavdavis@gmail.com
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THANKING  THOSE  FOR  THE  BLOOD  DRIVES 
 

The Holy Trinity Blood Drives are wonderfully supported by donors from our church and from the 

surrounding areas. The word is getting out better with each Blood Drive held. The church is blessed 

to have Charlotte and John Sautner heading up the Blood Drives and they have so much positive sup-

port and help from the Church Staff and Church Members. 

 

Several weeks ago during the 11:00 a.m. Church Service, Charlotte Sautner gave a report on the Feb-

ruary 25 Blood Drive results. While providing the information, Charlotte stated she was giving me 

the Superman Award for giving 135 pints to date and she gave me a Superman mug. 

 

I’ve shared this information with church members in the Herald before, but I want to share it again. I 

gave my first pint in 1962 while serving in the US Navy aboard the Aircraft Carrier USS Saratoga, 

CVA-60 and was docked at the Mayport Naval Station near Jacksonville, Florida. After that, I con-

tinued giving as regular as possible. In the 1980’s, I found out about a program of giving Platelets, 

called ”Pheresis,” which was a procedure of drawing the platelets from two pints of blood to be giv-

en to children and adults who need them to help cure deceases such as “blood disorders and trau-

mas.“ I also have a rare type blood named O-Negative which is needed more than other types. 

 

I made a good decision to start giving platelets because so many of my type platelets were needed 

throughout the United States by children and adults. Here’s another reason why I am glad I chose to 

start giving platelets: Soon after I donate the platelets, the American Red Cross sends me an  

e-mail letting me know where the platelets have been sent. This is a copy of a recent e-mail I  

received: 

 

 Jerry, your double red cell donation was sent to MUSC University Hospital in  

 Charleston, SC to help a patient in need. Your donation is on its way to change  

 lives! Every day, patients receive blood for a variety of conditions including life-  

 threatening ill nesses, blood disorders and traumas. Your blood donations are  

 critical to helping save patients' lives. On behalf of the hospitals and patients  

 we serve, thank you for being a Red Cross blood donor. 

 

I am so appreciative and thankful of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Charlotte and John Sautner and 

all the people who support them and all the church members and local citizens who make blood do-

nations three times a year at Holy Trinity. Everyone involved in donating blood at Holy Trinity for 

the American Red Cross is so wonderful and thankful they have the opportunity to help those in need 

by their support in giving as often as possible. 
 

Jerry G. Campbell 

 

 

The next Holy Trinity Blood Drive will be on Monday, June 24.   

Please consider donating! 



20 

 

BLOOD  DRIVE  UPDATE 
 

Our February blood drive provided 41 pints of blood for the American Red Cross!  
This is the result of many heroes stepping up and taking the time to come to Holy Trinity 

and give blood.  As a result, lives were saved.  A hero is defined as someone of noble quali-

ties. What is nobler than action taken to help someone?  Thank you to all our heroes and to 

our other heroes whose work was necessary to make the blood drive occur.  

 

 Donna Allen   Ellie Holloway   Shellie Poole 

 Lee Allen   Carolyn Hooper   John Ratz 

 Jennifer Barnhardt  Don Huffstetler   John Sautner 

 Brenda Biddle   Pepie Jones   John Siler 

 Betty Blalock   Patsy Keesling   Chad Silverstrim 

 Pam Briant   Debbie Keller   Cobey Silverstrim 

 Jaine Burleson   Stephen Lineberry  Laura Silverstrim 

 Jerry Campbell   Laura Lisker   Zachary Silverstrim 

 Pamela Cato   John Long   Susan Snodgrass 

 Dale Christman   Carla McMahan   Grant Sparks 

 Teddi Daniels   Cynthia Mercer   Nancy Sparks 

 Marshall Dilling  Dennis Mercer   Lee Stadther 

 Amy East   Donna Motsinger  David Stephens 

 Charles Greene   Darlene Neal   Anita Stiles 

 Jim Green   Shayna Neal   John Thomas 

 Don Grant   David Nowell   Sarah Waldrop  

 Kara Grimes   Sherry Nowell   Taylor Williams 

 Al Hess    Tim O’Donohue 

Dear Holy Trinity Family,  

When I think of you, I feel a kinship with the Apostle Paul as he wrote to the Philippians, 

“I thank my God every time I remember you.”  Lately, I have especially been thanking Him for the 

love and care you showed for me as you walked alongside me throughout my seminary journey – 

all the way to my recent ordination service and reception, which you so graciously hosted.  To all 

who gave their time, talents, and other gifts to make the service and reception so memorable, I es-

pecially extend my heartfelt thanks to you. 

   May God bless you for your kindness,  

   Pastor Amy Carpenter 
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Holy Trinity Family, 

 I cannot thank you enough for the endless support you have given me over the years.  

Through your donations, we at Filter of Hope, have been able to provide clean drinking water, along 

with the living water of Christ!  Thank you for showing me a love for ministry and a heart  

for Christ.  I am so blessed to be a part of this community. 

      With much gratitude, Morgan Bryant 
 

Dear Holy Trinity Friends and Family, 

 I want to thank you for being there for me when I needed you.  This has been a hard road for 

me and my family.  Thanks for everything you have done to help.  We appreciate the prayer shawl, 

visits, cards, phone calls, flowers and food.  We also appreciate your thoughts and prayers. 

 Thank you so much for the delicious meal you provided for our family following the  

service.  I know this takes a lot of work, time and people to pull all of this together.  The Condolence 

Committee is a blessing.  Thanks again for everything!  God Bless You! 

      Love, Jo Carole Carson & Family 
 

Dear Holy Trinity Family, 

 Thank you for all the prayers, cards and phone calls you made during my time with pneumo-

nia.  It speaks so well of the care our church shows for our disciples. 

      Sincerely, Marilyn Kosak 
 

The McAlisters would like to thank our church family so much for your prayers, visits, cards, flow-

ers and also the food that was prepared for us during our loss or Raymond, and after Fanny’s car ac-

cident. We are really blessed by our Holy Trinity family and love you very much! God bless you all!

       Fanny McAlister & Family 
 

We here at Phoenix would like to thank you for the food you have shared with those of us at the day 

shelter.  Please keep us in prayer and we look forward to hearing from you very soon. 

      Nellie, Phoenix Day Shelter 
 

Dear Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, 

 Greetings in the name of our Risen Lord, Jesus Christ!  We want to extend appreciation for 

the gift of $1000.00 that Holy Trinity gave towards the C.M.D. Disaster Relief Warehouse.  As gifts 

pour into the warehouse, it’s enabling us to give help to others as the needs arise.  Again, thank you! 

Please let us know if we can ever help you in spreading the Good News to the folks of Gastonia! 

      In Christ, Rev. Joshua Morgan  

      Pastor of Advent Lutheran Church 

 

Dear Holy Trinity Lutheran Church Women’s Group, 

 Greetings in the name of our Risen Lord, Jesus Christ!  We want to extend appreciation for 

the gift of $400.00 that you gave towards the C.M.D. Disaster Relief Warehouse. As gifts pour into 

the warehouse, it’s enabling us to give help to others as the needs arise. Again, thank you! 

      In Christ, Rev. Joshua Morgan  

      Pastor of Advent Lutheran Church 

 



 The Family of Gary & Charlene Linsenmayer, for  strength 

 Larry McSpadden, for  healing of broken ankle due to a fall 

 John Long, for  healing of vision in his r ight eye 

 Gene Keller, for  healing 

 Abigail Lineberry, doing ministry work in Guatemala 

 Ann Riggs, continuing bone problems in her  back 

 Iris Work, on-going heart issues 

 Homebound: Caroline Banker , Anne Beam, Mason Carpenter , Ann Keyser , Dave Lemke, 

Larry McSpadden, Martha Smith, Bill & Betty Williams 

 For our country to grow in ways that value the sanctity of life 

 For the unsaved, and for  the Holy Spir it to work in the spir it of HT Disciples giving us a 

passion to share Christ 

 Jill McGlohon and husband Artie, former  members of HT, as J ill begins chemotherapy 

for breast cancer on 4/4. Prayers requested by Carla McMahan 

 Betsy Murphey, fr iend of Char lie Curr ie, diagnosed with aggressive breast cancer  

 PRAISE: Willard Hauck, brother  of Shir ley Anderson, received a kidney transplant on 

3/27. Prayers also for full healing following the surgery 

 Andrea Pierre, coordinator  of NA meetings at HT, for  healing and health with hear t 

issues / possible pacemaker 

 Jamie Whitten, cousin of Anita Stiles, major  surgery scheduled for  3/26 

 Anna Entas, aunt of Pepie Jones, hospitalized with back/head injur ies after  a fall 

 Alexis Martin, fr iend of Brooke Barnes, severe concussion dur ing a soccer  game, 

hospitalized 

 Praise: the healthy birth of Grace Annalee Christman to Steven & Mandy (son and 

daughter-in-law of Dennis & Wanda) on 3/21 

 Audrey Evans, hospitalized with blood pressure issues. Prayers requested by Car la 

McMahan 

 Becky, needing back surgery following a bad car  accident. Prayers requested by Diane 

George 

 Asher Ammons, 8 year  old with brain stem tumor , home from St. Jude’s awaiting next 

steps of his treatment. Prayers requested by Pepie Jones. 

 Lauren Barranti, health concerns. Prayers requested by Alison Henry 

 Jennifer McLamb, daughter -in-law of Steve & Marsha, undergoing radiation treatments  

 For release of  Leah Sharibu, Chr istian teenager  held as a slave by Boko Haram  

 Pr. Yousef Nadarkhani, ar rested for  his Christian witness in a Muslim country 

 Robin Simmons, daughter of Iris Work, for overall health 

 Family & friends serving in the military:  Mitch Wells (Kuwait), Jonathan Br inkley (ND), 

Brett Boyd (TX), Bessie Evans (Japan), Brandon Leslie, Andrew Lambert, Michael Gray 

(Kuwait), Luke Saylors (Syria) 

If you would like your name or someone else’s name added to the prayer list, please  fill-out a prayer card at 

church, email, or call the church office. Only the hospitalized and grieving members are added automatically. 



23  

 

 

Did we miss your birthday?   
 

If your birthday is incorrect, or you have a birthday in April/May and your name was  

not on this list, please call the church office (704-864-0378) and give us the correct information.   

Thank You! 

With special joy, we recognize and celebrate these birthdays in the months of  

April & May.  We are thankful for the life and spirit of the birthdays we celebrate.   

May the blessings of God flow in the life of each of you. 

1 Beth Heffner 

4 Kristie Gornto, Chris Murphy 

5 Martha Williard, 

6 Amy Godwin, 

9 Kay Clemmer Cierra Fox 

12 Garrett Oakes 

13 Carson Johnson 

15 Janet Dyer, Sawyer Norton 

16 Donna Allen, Paulette Brice 

17 Les Miller, Bruce Zander 

18 Robbie Oakes 

20 Betty Blalock, Bernard Brice, Heather 

 Clemmer, Lauren Franklin, Wil Kerns 

21 Debbie Keller, Ashley King, Bridget 

 Niemeyer  

24 Reggie Parlier 

25 Margaret Abernethy 

26 Jennifer Smith 

27 Anna Jordan, Hilda Teumer 

28 Johnathan Hawkins, Betty Williams 

29 Marian Clemmer 

30  Roy Brinkley, Dale Christman 

1 Randy Hudson 

3 Kathryn Peoples 

4 Robin Clanton 

8 Karen Leonard 

9 Sydney Allen, Kasey Barnes 

10 Susan Barber 

12 Taylor Johnson 

13 Danny Hawkins 

16 Jessica Dampier, Sarah Waldrop 

18 Kyndall Bennett, Angel Buchanan 

21 Kirsten Hudson 

21 Marsha McLamb 

23 Amanda Godwin, Clay Mathews,  

 John Niemeyer, Peyton Scot 

26 Cynthia Mercer 

28 Jason Dampier 

29 Marie Ferguson, Katie Peak 

30 Paula Brinkley 

31 Pepie Jones 



N
O

N
-P

R
O

F
IT

 
O

R
G

A
N

IZ
A

T
IO

N
 

U
S

 P
O

S
T

A
G

E
 P

A
ID

  

G
A

S
T

O
N

IA
, 
N

C
 

P
E

R
M

IT
 N

O
 1

4
6
 

H
O

L
Y

 T
R

IN
IT

Y
 L

U
T

H
E

R
A

N
 C

H
U

R
C

H
 

8
0
5
 S

O
U

T
H

 Y
O

R
K

 S
T

R
E

E
T

 

G
A

S
T

O
N

IA
, 
N

C
  

2
8
0
5
2
 

  R
E

T
U

R
N

  
S

E
R

V
IC

E
  

R
E

Q
U

E
S

T
E

D
 

Knowing, Loving and Sharing Christ 
Phone:  704-864-0378 Fax:  704-864-4959 

Website:  www.holytrinitygastonia.org 
 

MINISTRY  STAFF 
 

Lead Pastor    Braxton East  brack@holytrinitygastonia.org 

Associate Pastor    Jason Dampier  jason@holytrinitygastonia.org 

Director of Music Ministries  Chris Murphy  chris@holytrinitygastonia.org 

Organist     Dr. John Siler  jsiler4@att.net 

Children’s Ministry Director  Jaimie Cline  jaimie@holytrinitygastonia.org 

Church Office Administrator  Teddi Daniels  teddi@holytrinitygastonia.org 

Facility & Ministry Administrator  Ellie Holloway  ellie@holytrinitygastonia.org 

Custodian    David Stephens 

Nursery Supervisor   Katheryn Dockery, 

     Shaina Hinds 


