
   

 

The Monthly Newsletter  
of 

Holy Trinity Lutheran 
Church 

RE-OPENING  FOR  WORSHIP 
Sunday, August 2! 

 

Last month we thought we would be able to “re-open” for worship, but then a couple of unexpected 
things happened which caused us to re-think our decision: Pastor Jason and Chris Murphy both 
contracted the coronavirus at the same time, and the number of active COVID cases in Gaston 
County began to multiply greatly. At that time, after serious discussion, the Council decided to hold 
off on resuming “in-person” worship for the sake of caution and the safety of our disciples.   
 

However, at the July 20 meeting of the Council, it was decided we should be ready to re-open for 
worship on Sunday, August 2. Pastor Jason and Chris are well now, and we feel we can worship 
safely. We will have two services: 8:30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. Both services will be the same blended 
format we’re been having the past few months. 8:30 will meet in the Fellowship Hall, and 11:15 will 
meet in the Sanctuary. We will practice social distancing and everyone will need to wear a mask.  
Since singing dramatically increases the distance that droplets travel, adding to the possibility of 
spreading infection, we are asking everyone to refrain from singing at both services. For the time 
being, the children’s sermon will continue be recorded and available on Facebook. 
 

Also at this time, we will not resume in-person Sunday School. But we have spaced the services a 
little farther apart in time to allow for on-line classes to continue to meet. Each class currently 
meeting via ZOOM will work out their own times and arrangements. Please contact the office if 
you’d like to join a class. 
 

The Council did consider the possibility of outdoor worship services. This would be acceptable for 
virus concerns but not suitable overall. Since our location is right in the median of US Highway 321, 
there is constant traffic noise and loud sirens. We also don’t really have many shady locations and 
the summer heat can be unbearable. Therefore, there will be not outside services at this time. 

EMERGENCY  BLOOD  DRIVE  AT  HOLY  TRINITY 
Wednesday, August 19   ~   2:00 - 6:30 p.m. 

 

The Red Cross is in desperate need of blood! They contacted us to see if we could possibly help 
them, and we are going to do it! (If you gave blood at our June Blood Drive, you are eligible to give 
again on August 19 and then again at our upcoming October drive).  
 

All donors will: 

 

 Undergo COVID-19 antibody testing    

 Receive a $5 Amazon gift card via email 

 Be entered to win a Cedar Fair Amusement Park trip for 4 (this includes airfare, hotel,  
  and 2-day park tickets) 

 Be entered in a drawing (at our drive) to win 2 Carowinds tickets/good thru the 2021 season) 
   

Charlotte Sautner, Holy Trinity Blood Drive Coordinator 

Sign up  
will begin  

soon!  

https://focus.masseyeandear.org/is-singing-in-a-choir-safe-during-covid-19-a-voice-expert-explains-the-risk/
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Dear Brothers and Sisters of Holy Trinity, 
 
As the weeks continue to pass when we are disconnected from each other, and we aren’t able to  
gather together to worship God, it seems that much of the rest of the world is going in a very wrong 
direction. As COVID continues to impact our society, it seems that many other things are getting 
worse at the same time. As I scan the headlines of the news each day, I see that violence in our coun-
try is increasing. I see that politics are getting more polarized each day, and that these politics are 
infiltrating their ways into our own daily lives too. And, something I mentioned in last Sunday’s ser-
mon:  I’m noticing that lawlessness in rising all around us. That really gets my attention, in light of 
what St. Paul wrote in 2 Thessalonians that “the man of lawlessness” will come before Jesus  
returns. With the dramatic increase in lawlessness around us, are you ready to welcome the return of 
Jesus? 
 
The best way for us to live lives that are “ready” for Jesus is to live as Jesus did:  -Loving each other 
sacrificially.  –Pointing to God in all that we say and do.   –Seeking the Father’s will above all else.   
These things are relevant for us today. I hope we can do that in our Church Council meetings, in our 
Sunday School classes, around our family tables, and in our workplaces. When we gather again for 
worship next month, we’ll all wear masks in order to love and protect the other person. When we 
engage in discussions about current events, we’ll seek truth rather than relying on political “talking 
points.” When we see or hear racial remarks being made, we’ll remind ourselves that each human 
being is made in God’s image, and is loved equally by God, and that Christ died for each individual 
person.  
 
We’re living in a time like no other! 
And, we have an opportunity like no other to be Jesus’ witness in a world that desperately needs his 
love and salvation. 
 
Serving with you in Christ’s love, 
Pastor Brack 

MEN’S  MINISTRY  NEWS 
 

The next Men's Ministry meeting will be held on Thursday, August 13 at 7:00 p.m. We will meet 
at Holy Trinity. We have a few items to discuss for fellowship as well as some service opportunities 
around the community. I will also see about setting up a ZOOM meeting as well. Please contact Bob 
Barnhill @ 803-240-6103 with any questions.  
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As the church finalizes its plans on how to “reopen” the church, the Welcome Team has been asked 
to assist in implementing the guidelines created to attend worship. For the foreseeable future, how 
we worship is going to look a little different until all the restrictions are lifted. All consideration has 
been made to ensure everyone attending worship feels safe and that their concerns or fears of 
COVID-19 have been taken into account.    
 

We will need approximately six to seven greeters for each service to assist in directing people into 
and out of the facilities, seating them for worship and answering any questions they may have.. If 
you are interested in assisting in this process, let me know via email (dma464@hotmail.com), call or 
text (704-718-4934).   
 

God’s Blessings, 
Donna Allen 
Welcome Team Chair 

MEAL  PACKING  EVENT  AT  HOLY  TRINITY  ON  SUNDAY, AUGUST 30 
 
Rise Against Hunger is driven by the vision of a world without hunger. Their mission is to end  
hunger in our lifetime by providing food and life-changing aid to the world’s most vulnerable, and 
creating a global commitment to mobilize the necessary resources. 
        

The organization’s approach to ending hunger centers on mobilizing a global network of hunger 
champions.  Rise Against Hunger meal packaging volunteers produce millions of nutritious meals 
annually that are then distributed to partners in countries around the world. 
 

Be a Holy Trinity Lutheran champion and help pack 10,000 meals. We will need help unloading and 
setting up at 1:30 p.m. on Sunday, August 30.  Actual packing of meals will begin at 3:00 p.m.  
Hope to see you at this Global Mission event.   

DONATIONS  FOR  THE  USO  NEEDED  IN  AUGUST 

 

For the last 2 years, Holy Trinity Lutheran has been supporting the United Service Organization 
(USO) at the Charlotte Airport. Every month that has 5 Sundays, donations are collected to sup-
port our troops who pass through Charlotte. August is one of them, please consider helping! 
 

To date (April and July), we have collected 30 cases of water, 11 boxes of Lance crackers, cleaning 
supplies, assorted candies and gums, tooth paste, tooth brushes, individual packs of Kleenex and 
chips, food bars, and jars of peanut butter and jelly.  

mailto:dma464@hotmail.com
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“JOINING  JESUS  ON  HIS  MISSION” 
Church-Wide Study this Fall  (Hopefully!) 

 
It’s been a while since we’ve done a church-wide study together.  Because we always  
grow in faith and fellowship when we do one, we’re hoping to do another one this Fall.   
The study we are planning is called “Joining Jesus on His Mission.”  The author,  
Lutheran pastor Greg Finke, is founder and leader of the ministry “Dwelling 1:14” a ministry which 
seeks to help Jesus-followers connect in their neighborhoods, workplaces and schools for discipling 
and missional living.  The name “Dwelling 1:14” references John 1:14 as well and the incarnational, 
missional nature of both Jesus and those who would follow him into the world. 
 
The men who went on the 2019 men’s retreat last Fall received a brief introduction to the course, 
which is about helping people see themselves as going from living for Jesus to living life with Jesus.  
It will help us all discover more about how to be on mission for Jesus and recognize where he is  
already at work in our neighborhoods, workplaces, and schools so that we can better respond to the 
opportunities he places in our paths.  
 
As the COVID lockdown hopefully eases soon, we anticipate inviting everyone to sign up for a 
small group for this study.  The study will meet for ten weeks as participants read Pastor Finke’s 
book and watch videos he and his wife Susan have created.  We’ll keep you posted as preparations 
for the course unfold….    

PICTORIAL  DIRECTORY  COMING  THIS  FALL! 
 
A reminder to each of you that the weekends for the pictorial directory are coming up soon: 

 

Thursday, September 10 through Saturday, September 12 
 Thursday, September 17 through Saturday, September 19 
 
We will begin scheduling immediately. Thursday and Friday times will be between 1:00  – 7:40 p.m. 
in 20-minute time slots with a break at 4:20 p.m. each day.  Saturday times will be between 10:00 
a.m. – 7:40 p.m. with an hour break at 12:00. Please call Charlotte and John Sautner at 704-860-
3399 or email them at 2sautners@gmail.com .  If you choose to email, please put a first and second 
time choice.   
 
Pictures of our church members are not the only pictures we want.  We want to tell what Holy  
Trinity is about through pictures. We need pictures of our Life Groups, our Sunday School Classes, 
our Children and Youth activities and our Outreach programs, just for starters.  So, please begin  
collecting pictures now.  
 
If you are interested in assisting with this project, please contact John or Charlotte Sautner (704-860-
3399/2sautners2gmail.com) or Anna Houser (704-813-6560/annaplus2girls@gmail.com). 

mailto:2sautners@gmail.com
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OUTREACH  COMMITTEE 
Disaster Relief Buckets Needed 

 
The Outreach Committee has been contacted by Advent Lutheran Church in Kings Mountain (site  
of an NALC Disaster Relief Warehouse) to help support their effort in gathering Disaster Relief 
Flood Buckets. The buckets should contain the following items: 
 

 One (1) five-gallon bucket with lid  Two (2) large trash bags 
 Comet or scouring cleanser   Scrub brush 
  Pine Sol or liquid floor cleaner   Rubber gloves 
 Bleach      Dust Mask (N-95 recommended) 
 Rakes, shovels, hoes (for debris removal) Broom 
 
Please drop them off in the Welcome Center or if you would like to make a donation, the cost is $15. 
Please make checks payable to Advent Lutheran Church and put Disaster Relief Flood Buckets on 
the memo line. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Bob Barnhill or Chuck Biddle. 

A  MESSAGE  FROM  THE  WOMEN’S  MINISTRY  PRESIDENT 
 
During our two recent Bible Studies, the study of Jeremiah and 1st Corinthians, it has been eye-
opening to see that times really haven’t changed that much. There has always been sin, disagree-
ments, injustice, and rebellion but God has also always existed. God was, is and always will be 
there; ready to love, forgive, protect, and provide comfort. We are simply asked to humbly repent 
and continuously seek him. And as we seek him and call on our Lord Jesus Christ, we are made holy 
and the Holy Spirit gives us the mind of Christ. Can you believe that?! We are holy, YOU are holy, 
with the mind of Christ! These two facts should impact us greatly and be shown in everything that 
we think, say, and do. This requires us to be intentional with our thoughts, words, and actions. We 
must constantly look at ourselves and determine if we are being what we are called to be, a holy 
child of God. And when we fall short, and we will, we should turn to God and confess and ask for 
forgiveness and God will forgive us. So remember as you go about your day, you are holy and 
should be holy in everything that you do and when you slip, God is right there to pick you up and 
will put you back on the path to righteousness. 
 
Heather Peoples 
Women’s Ministry President 

 

Neither the Circle of Goodness nor the Circle of Patience will meet in August.   
See you in September!  
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   NALC  CONVOCATION 
           August 6-8, 2020 
 
Each year in August, the North American Lutheran Church holds its annual business meeting, at-
tended by all pastors and at least one delegate from each congregation. It’s usually an exciting time 
to gather together with church leaders from all across North America. In previous years the convoca-
tion has met in Pittsburgh, Denver, Columbus, Anaheim/Los Angeles, Dallas, Nashville, Charleston, 
SC and other cities too. 
 

But this year, due to the COVID situation, the NALC Convocation will be a “virtual” meeting con-
ducted over the internet. We’ll see how that goes…. There are several constitutional revisions to 
consider, as well as the 2021 budget, and elections. Pastor Brack, Pastor Jason, and president Bruce 
Zander are the Holy Trinity delegates for this year. They’ll report back next month on how things 
went. 

HOLY  TRINIY  ENDOWMENT  GRANTS  NOW  OPEN  FOR  APPLICATION   
 
Disciples of Holy Trinity may apply to the Endowment Committee for an Endowment 
grant to enhance the ministries of the church between August 1 and September 15.  The 
grants are awarded annually to applicants whose applications meet the following criteria 
as found in the church by-laws and based on available funds allowed for funding.  
 
One-fourth of the monies may be assigned to capital improvements to the church, debt reduction of 
the church, building program of Holy Trinity, initial funding of any special ministry of the congrega-
tion.  One-fourth may be granted for scholarships or grants to Holy Trinity members for the purpose 
of training for full-time Christian service, for church-related camping or leadership conferences or 
other similar training which enables members of this congregation to grow in Christian faith and ser-
vice to God's people if deemed necessary or feasible. 
 
The other one-half of the monies may be assigned but are not limited to outreach in community and 
state, national, or foreign missions.  These are inclusive of grants to colleges, seminary, social service 
agencies to which the church relates, and special programs designed for members of Holy Trinity as 
deemed necessary or feasible.  Missions include support of youth and adult mission trips and other 
trips involving those in our congregation, support for missionaries and mission programs at home 
and abroad, and grants for new mission development and programs at home and overseas. 
 
Please assess your ministry needs, and apply for an endowment grant according to the timeline con-
straints.  Applications for 2021 Endowment Grant may be picked up in the church office or requested 
by email from the church office or any member of the Endowment Committee beginning August 1.  
They must be returned to the Endowment Committee mail box in the Church office no later 
than September 15, 2020.  Please do not wait, if you want to apply for a grant, do so early so that 
we can make sure your application is included in the request pool. Please seek out a member of the 
Endowment Committee if you have any questions.  
 
Barbara Kies 
Endowment Committee Chair 
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DISCIPLESHIP 
Continuing to Follow Jesus During COVID 

 
Even though COVID has severely restricted our meeting and gathering together, we are still disciples 
of Jesus.  There is still work to do, and we can do it!  As you reflect on your personal discipleship 
practices during this pandemic lockdown, hopefully you are finding ways to remain faithful to Jesus.   
Here are a few ideas of how you can continue, using the “Power Surge” (PWRSRG) acronym: 
 
• Set aside time to pray with God daily.  Many people “pray throughout the day.”  But, don’t let that 
become an excuse not to set aside a dedicated appointment time with God.  Nurturing a relationship 
with God is that important! 
 
• Worship with us on the internet.  The service is live-streamed at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday mornings 
on Facebook and on the Holy Trinity website.  It can also be viewed later on those same outlets as 
well as on YouTube.  For people who don’t have internet access, we can make DVD’s of the wor-
ship service to view on a DVD player. 
 
•  Read God’s Word daily.  The two-year lectionary is posted and updated weekly on the HTLC 
website.  But you can follow any reading schedule that works well for you.  God speaks through his 
Word, and we need to know what he is saying if we want to follow him. 
 
•  There are still avenues for service which you can do for people. Simply find a need and meet it! 
 
•  Be in Gospel-sharing relationships with people.  People are still able to meet one-on-one and in 
small groups provided good safety precautions are taken and social distancing is used.  Maybe as you 
are walking in your neighborhood you are getting to know someone better because of the pandemic 
because they are outdoors walking too?  Prayerfully use that opportunity to bring God’s influence 
into the conversation, as you see God at work. 
 
•  Most of you are remaining faithful in your financial giving even though we are not gathering on 
Sunday mornings.  Thank you for that!  Many people are mailing in offerings, or giving on-line via 
the Holy Trinity website.  This is less about Holy Trinity needing money, and more about individual 
disciples giving away themselves for ministry following the example of Jesus who gave away his life 
for us all.  
 
As you can see, being a disciple of Jesus isn’t dependent on the church being “open.”  Instead, it’s 
about our hearts being open to his guidance, leadership, love, and lordship! 

FOR  YOUR  SEPTEMBER  CALENDAR: 
  
Pastor John Bollinger, interim Lead Pastor of Holy Trinity in 2004-2005, will be 
having his 90th birthday celebration on September 20. His family will be hosting a 
“drive-by” party at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Dallas, where you can drive by and 
see Pastor John and wish him well, and maybe drop off a birthday card.  We’ll share 
more info next month… 
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MOVING  DAY 
Update From Our June Blood Drive 

 
For most of us “moving day” means moving to a new home or maybe moving into the dorm or out of 
the dorm when talking about college life; or, if you are talking about a golf tournament, it’s the third 
day of a four day event. 
 
However, for me and John, Pastor Jason and David Stephens, it had a totally different meaning on 
June 22 – Blood Drive day. That’s the day the air conditioning in the PLC broke, and it was either 
move our blood drive to the area around the Walker Lounge or call off our blood drive.  With the 
support of the American Red Cross, we moved.  The Walker Lounge became our donation room 
(filled with 6 beds).  The children’s classrooms became areas where information was taken.  The 
hallway became our waiting area – socially distanced 6 feet apart.  The area at the bottom of the 
stairs coming down from the narthex became our sign-in area, manned as usual, by Cynthia and Den-
nis Mercer.  The church library became our canteen.   
 
Another move that day was made by Sarah Waldrop, who left her home, on the spur of the moment, 
and moved to her temporary occupation of “Nurse Sarah,” taking temps at the bottom of the stairs.  
 
It was a long, but amazing day.  Our wait times were much longer, because we could fit only 6 beds 
into the Walker Lounge, 2 short of the 8 we usually have.  Yet people waited patiently, old and 
young alike.  Many waited over an hour.  One couple arrived at 7:00 for their 7:15 appointment and 
left about 9:30.  Amazing. 
 
As a result of the spirit of commitment and virtue of patience displayed, we provided 58 pints of 
blood to the American Red Cross, our second best blood drive since I became our blood drive coor-
dinator. 
 
Thank you to all who made this blood drive a success,   
Charlotte Sautner, Holy Trinity Blood Drive Coordinator 
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COUNCIL  PRESIDENT’S  MESSAGE 

 

God’s People Have Been Here Before 
 

The last few months, our country and even the world, has seen things most of us have not  
experienced in our lifetime.  We have seen the Covid-19 pandemic bring our country almost to a 
standstill.  We have seen violence in the street of our cities. We have seen physical attacks on our 
law enforcement, and bitter attacks on our politicians. All of these things are frightening.  
 
The past few weeks in my quiet time, I have been reading the book of Jeremiah in the Bible.  There 
are many parallels between Jeremiah’s time and ours.  
 
In Jeremiah 1:19, the Lord spoke to Jeremiah saying, ”They will fight against you, but they shall not 
prevail against you, for I am with you, declares the LORD, to deliver you.” We can be assured that 
with all the things going on today that our God will be with us to deliver us. 
 
God tells the people through Jeremiah that they will be shamed for turning their back on their Crea-
tor and trusting their faith to false gods.  There will be a time when they will be shamed to admit that 
the idols they made for themselves cannot save them. 
 
We, as Christians, must continue to have faith that our God is with us and that the evil in today’s 
world will not prevail over us.  
 
God told the people of Israel that because of their evil ways, and their backsliding (turning away 
from the Lord to follow their own ways), they would be reprimanded severely. 
 
It is my prayer and hope that the people of this wonderful and great country (USA) will return to 
God, making the Sabbath Holy again.  As we return to the sanctuaries, we will thank God for what 
He has done for us, and praise His Holy Name, knowing that He is with us.  
 
Like Jeremiah, good people today should never give up hope but rather trust in the Lord, especially 
when things are at their worst.  God works through us to help one another in time of need.  Ask God 
to use you to bless others. 
 
Grant us confidence in Your Word, O Lord.  Turn us from sin so we may rejoice in Your salvation, 
serving You faithfully in Jesus Christ our savior. Amen. 
 
Bruce Zander 
Council President 

BACK  TO  BASICS  SUNDAY  SCHOOL CLASS  NEWS 

 

The Back to Basics class is currently studying the book of John via Zoom.   
If you are interested in joining this class, please contact Anna Houser at 

(704-813-6560 / annaplus2girls@gmail.com). 

mailto:annaplus2girls@gmail.com
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COUNCIL  HIGHLIGHTS 
From the July Meetings 

 

It’s been a very busy season for our Church Council!  Since the last regular meeting  
in June, the Council met for two special meetings, along with the regularly-scheduled July meeting.  
  
The special meetings were: 
 
 June 22: Set July 12 as the date to “re-open” for worship. 
 
 July 8:  Made the decision to delay “reopening” based on changing local circum- 
   stances with the coronavirus.  
 
 
At the regular meeting on July 20, the following actions were taken: 
 
1. Began with a brief study of Romans 12:9-18, about ways to manifest God’s love to others;  
followed by approval of minutes from the last three meetings.  

 

2.  Discussed the COVID situation, and made a decision to re-open for Sunday morning worship on 
August 2, with two blended-style worship services at 8:30 and 11:15. 

 

3.  Because of local hardships in our community due to COVID, a decision was made to request a 
special congregational outreach offering to go toward two efforts:  Mental health assistance program 
called “Someone Listened” and financial assistance for rent, utilities, etc.  

 

4.  Discussed the upcoming “Rise Against Hunger” meal-packing event scheduled for August 30.  
Made decision to go forward with the event, but will contact the organization to see if we could pack 
a smaller number of meals since attendance may be lower. 

 

5.  Moved the date for the Congregational Meeting for the purpose of electing two people to the  
Endowment Committee to August 16, 

 

6.  Made a decision to continue funding the Backpack Weekend Food Program for the upcoming 
school year. 

 

7.  Received a report on the proposed motions to be presented at the NALC Convocation in August, 
and expressed support for the motions. Holy Trinity’s delegates to the Convocation will be Pastor 
Brack, Pastor Jason, and Bruce Zander. 

 

8.  Made decision to send a gift of $2500 to the Casa Bernabé Orphanage in Guatemala, out of the 
remaining funds from the 2020 mission trip. 

 

9.  Tabled discussion on funding the work of a new church in Guatemala, pending additional infor-
mation. 

 

10.  Heard a request from the YMCA in partnership with the Gaston County Schools to hold an 
“Academic Day Camp” at Holy Trinity during the upcoming school year. The Council approved the 
concept, and will work toward needed agreements with those involved. 

 

11.  Received financial reports from the Treasurer, and reports from pastors and ministry staff.  
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HOW  DO  YOUR  FINANCIAL  GIFTS  GLORIFY  GOD? 
 

16 Three times a year all your men must appear before the Lord your God at the place he will 
choose: at the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the Festival of Weeks and the Festival of Tabernac-
les. No one should appear before the Lord empty-handed: 17 Each of you must bring a gift in  
proportion to the way the Lord your God has blessed you. (Deuteronomy 16: 16-17 NIV) 
 
We see in this verse, three times a year every male was to make a journey to the sanctuary in the 
city, that would be designated as Israel’s religious capital. At these festivals, each participant was 
encouraged to give what he could in proportion to what God had given him. God does not expect us 
to give more than we can, but we will be blessed when we give cheerfully. For some, 10 percent 
may be a burden. For most of us, that would be far too little. Look at what you have and then give 
in proportion to what you have been given. What is your response to those blessing God has be-
stowed on you? 

 
For those that like numbers… 

 
Noted below we show our June 2020 offerings compared with our monthly budgeted ministry plan. 
Our staff and leaders continue to manage our expenditures. Our church leadership is doing their 
best to be good stewards of our financial resources.  
 

 
 

 
Thank you for your continued support of the ministries of Holy Trinity. 
 
Lee Stadther 
Church Treasurer 2020 

  Month of        
June 2020 

YTD through  
June 2020 

 

       Gifts Received: $45,749 $272,641 

       Budget for Ministries: $48,905 $317,880 

       Difference: ($3,156) ($45,239) 

      

Previous Year (2019) Comparison: $38,943 $277,290 

Difference between 2020 and 2019: $6,806 ($4,649) 
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YOUTH  MINISTRY  NEWS  FOR  AUGUST 
 
While we have been forced to postpone our plans to meet again as a youth group a couple times 
now, we are working to get our youth together as soon as possible. We will continue to hold Sun-
day School via Zoom as our church plans to reopen, and moving forward, we will have small 
group activities that require social distancing. At the time that this was printed, those plans were 
not finalized, so please stay tuned for more information to come! 

CHILDREN’S  MINISTRY  NEWS  FOR  AUGUST 

 

We are moving right along! School is just around the corner and we are planning ways to help 
families navigate the waters of a different kind of school year. Depending on the need in our  
community, Holy Trinity may be partnering with other nonprofits in the area to support children 
trying to learn in a new environment. As these opportunities present themselves, we will share 
more information about the plans related to local partnerships.  

Our children will participate in the congregation-wide study this fall and I’m excited to see what 
our children will take away from Joining Jesus on His Mission on Wednesday nights. We will  
resume Sunday School Lessons via zoom in September using our normal Sunday school curricu-
lum.  For the present, we will be conducting our children’s meetings via zoom.  

Our back to school blessing will happen on Sunday, August 9.  Students, keep an eye on your 
mailbox for your back to school blessing gift. They should be arriving before the 9th. Things look 
very different this year for our children so praying for them and their families before school is 
more important now than ever before.  

I look forward to seeing everyone in worship soon and pray God’s protection and blessings for 
you all. Thank you for continuing to support our children’s ministries.  

In Christ’s Love, 
Jaimie Cline 
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HOME  COMMUNION  MINISTRY  IN  AUGUST 
If We Can… 

 
Normally, we send out teams of ministers once a month to bring the bread and wine of  
Holy Communion to our homebound disciples who cannot attend worship with us.  Our ministers 
are sent from the worship service to extend the Sunday morning worship experience to the home-
bound.  After they share the scripture from that morning, and also highlights from the sermon, they 
pray with those they are visiting and then share the bread and wine of Communion with them.   
 
With the current COVID-19 lockdown, most of our current homebound disciples cannot receive 
visitors, so we are not sending out Communion visitation teams yet.  However, as conditions allow,  
Pastor Brack and Pastor Jason will both begin to visit our homebound disciples and having Com-
munion with them.  In addition, we will continue to offer Communion distribution in small groups 
as an extension of the Sunday morning live-streamed service  
 
We thank all our communion ministers for sharing the grace of Christ with those who cannot come 
to 805 S. York Street to worship.    

Jessica and I wanted to thank you all for your thoughts, prayers, phone calls, texts, and cards while 
we were quarantined. It is always amazing to see how our Holy Trinity family reaches out to those 
in times or sickness or need. It was very different to be on the receiving end of those blessings, but 
what a blessing it was to receive your love from afar. We are very grateful that the virus did not 
spread any farther than it did and that my symptoms were as mild as they were. Thank you again, 
and thanks be to God! 
       Pastor Jason 
 
Dear Holy Trinity family, 
I want to thank you for all the cards and the calls -- I appreciate it very much.  I couldn’t be more 
blessed than I already am with my Holy Trinity church family. 
       Love, Fanny McAlister 
 

Hello Holy Trinity Family! 
So many of you reached out to us through phone calls, text messages, cards, and the like while we 
were sick and quarantined. That's not to mention all of the great meals and gifts that showed up on 
our doorsteps these last few weeks. We wanted to take a moment to say thank you so much! You 
may never know how much all of that meant to us amidst the anxiety and discomfort we were  
experiencing. Your prayers were coveted and we are so thankful for such a loving church family.  
       Chris and Shelly Murphy 



• The Family of Marty Campbell, at the death of his sister, Candie Gibbons on 7/24 

• The Family of Ken Kies, at the death of his father on 7/24 

• LaVada Barnhill, suffering from permanent loss of vision in one eye 

• Jim Warren, recovering after heart bypass surgery 

• Hawkins family, as Teresa’s father nears death, and at the death of Dan’s uncle 

• Bob Burleson, for strength and healing following diagnosis of prostrate cancer 

• For those affected by Covid-19, worldwide  

• For those out of work or reduced work 

• Homebound: Caroline Banker, Anne Beam, Rob Frye, Larry McSpadden, Ann Riggs, Hilda  

 Teumer, Kathy Wallace, Bill & Betty Williams, Iris Work 

• For our country to grow in ways that value the sanctity of all life 

• For those who do not yet trust Jesus for salvation, and for the Holy Spirit to work in HT  

 Disciples to increase our passion to share Christ with others 

• Mark Rauch, friend of Mick McMahan, suffering with Stage 4 pancreatic cancer 

• Jameson Franklin, six-year-old son of a friend of Pepie Jones, undergoing physical therapy after 
 brain surgery (ablation) for recent diagnoses of epilepsy. He is making marked improvement 
 but the process is difficult. 

• David Goff, friend of Pepie Jones, diagnosed with stage 4 gastric cancer 

• Bishop John Bradosky, recovering from neck and back injuries after an 18’ fall   

• Eddie Perry, family member of Fanny McAlister, following a heart attack on 7/13 

• Stephanie McMahan, mother of grandsons of Mick and Carla, beginning chemotherapy for 
 Stage 3 rectal cancer 

• Pr. Peter Setzer, in Hospice care, Alzheimer’s is progressing 

• For release of Leah Sharibu, Christian teenager held as a slave by Boko Haram  

• Pr. Yousef Nadarkhani, arrested for his Christian witness in a Muslim country 

• Robin Simmons, daughter of Iris Work, for overall health 

• Family & friends actively serving in the military: Jonathan Brinkley, Brett Boyd, Mae Dodd, 
 Jeremiah Driscoll, Bessie Evans, Mason Fox, Brian Hanna, Tyler Hearn, Anthony Hudspeth, 

 Andrew Lambert, Brandon Leslie, Luke  Saylors, Mitch Wells 

• For the safety of healthcare workers, including ~ Beth Cook, Melodie Garrison, Kailey Hinds, 
 Lynn Ledbetter, Anna Murphy, Reggie Parlier, Jennifer Sutley 

If you would like your name or someone else’s name added to our Prayer List, please just call or 
email the church office! Only the hospitalized and grieving members are added automatically. 
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With special joy, we recognize and celebrate these birthdays in the months of  
August/September.  We are thankful for the life and spirit of the birthdays we celebrate.   

May the blessings of God flow in the life of each of you. 

1 Laura Silverstrim, Lee Stadther 
2 John Renick 
3 Lukas Busler 
4 Linda Renick 
5 Jerry Campbell 
8 Chuck Biddle 
11 Frank Garrison 
12 Lucas Smillie 
15 Grant Sparks 
17 Damian Price 
18  Alyssa Backes, Charlie Biddle,  
 Andrew Kirby 
20 Pam Young 
21 Linda Albright, Lee Hinds, Jim Warren 
22 Bob Lemke 
23 Olivia Saylors 
24 Amy Novinc 
26 Gene Frye, Laurieann Ratz 
27 Chuck Niemeyer, Bill Williams 
28 Jackson Penley 
29 Joseph Fox, Noah Fox 
30  Nate Falls, TJ Kirby, John Long 
 
 
 
 
 

2 Adam Cate, Sandy Dulin 
4           Taylor Barnes 
6           Molly Heffner, Brylyn Norton 
7           Butch Kerns 
8           Margaret Hayes, Heidi Kelt 
9           Jim Guffey, Justin Henry 
11         Erin Barnhill, Jill Scot Cochran,  
   Cameron Strang 
12         Stephen Lineberry, Debbie Long,  
 Kathy Wallace, Grace Young 
13         Phylliss Froneberger, Donna Kerns 
14         Shirley Anderson, Wesley Barnes 
15         Debbie Brackett, Alison Henry,  
 Tyann Johnson 
17         David Stephens 
18         Nancy Sparks 
19         Morayo Orija 
20         Ben Bogle 
23         Bryson Rupp 
25         Austen Kellar 
27         Amy East, Michelle Lanier 
28         LaRae Campbell 
29         Brenda Biddle, Susan Black,  
 Richard Waits 
30         Betty Janssen 

SPECIAL  SAINTS  OF  HOLY  TRINITY 

  

Holy Trinity has two Special Saints celebrating their birthdays in August! 
Please help us wish them a happy birthday by sending cards! 

 Gene Frye will celebrate her 92nd birthday on August 26.   
1351 Robinwood Rd. ~ Apt. B-153  Gastonia, NC  28054 

Bill Williams will celebrate his 95th birthday on August 27. 
2218 Union Rd.  Gastonia,  NC  28054 



N
O

N
-P

R
O

F
IT

 
O

R
G

A
N

IZ
A

T
IO

N
 

U
S

 P
O

S
T

A
G

E
 P

A
ID

  
G

A
S

T
O

N
IA

, 
N

C
 

P
E

R
M

IT
 N

O
 1

4
6
 

H
O

L
Y

 T
R

IN
IT

Y
 L

U
T

H
E

R
A

N
 C

H
U

R
C

H
 

8
0

5
 S

O
U

T
H

 Y
O

R
K

 S
T

R
E

E
T

 

G
A

S
T

O
N

IA
, 
N

C
  

2
8

0
5
2
 

  R
E

T
U

R
N

  
S

E
R

V
IC

E
  

R
E

Q
U

E
S

T
E

D
 

Knowing, Loving and Sharing Christ 
Phone:  704-864-0378 Fax:  704-864-4959 

Website:  www.holytrinitygastonia.org 
 

MINISTRY  STAFF 
 

Lead Pastor    Braxton East  brack@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Associate Pastor    Jason Dampier  jason@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Director of Music Ministries  Chris Murphy  chris@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Organist     Dr. John Siler  jsiler4@att.net 
Children’s Ministry Director  Jaimie Cline  jaimie@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Church Office Administrator  Teddi Daniels  teddi@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Facility & Ministry Administrator  Ellie Holloway  ellie@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Custodian    David Stephens 
Nursery Supervisor   Shaina Hinds 


