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CHILDREN’S  MINISTRY  DIRECTOR SEARCH 
 
Our search team has been working over the past month to search for a replacement for our children’s 
ministry director position. With the help of the Personnel Committee and the church council, we 
have posted the job on Indeed. We have already received several applications, and we plan to meet 
soon to narrow down our candidates and start the interview process.  
 
We hope to fill the position by Fall, and so far, we are on track to do that. If you know of any candi-
dates, please encourage them to apply! 

DAY  CAMP  COMING  TO  HOLY  TRINITY 
Week of July 12 - 16 

 
Holy Trinity will be hosting a Day Camp July 12 - 16 along with Bethel Lutheran Church and  
Antioch Lutheran Church. It will be an exciting week learning about “Heroes of Faith” while  
participating in lots of fun activities, games, water relays, and more led by our Carolinas Day  
Camp Counselors. If you know of any kids in K-5th grade, we would love to have them be a part!  
 
Also, we need volunteers! You can help make our Day Camp a success by helping serve lunch for 
the camp or providing dinner for the Day Camp staff. If you are able and willing to help, please see 
Pastor Jason.  
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The history book detailing the information on Holy Trinity disciples who have 
gone into the ministry field is missing!  
 
The book was located on the table in the PLC (in the hallway which overlooks 
the playground) directly below the black & white photos on the wall. We are 
hoping someone borrowed it and will return it as soon as possible. 

Everything Happens for a Reason? 
  
It is about as common as breakfast, lunch, and dinner, and it seems to roll off our tongues every time 
we face misfortune. Confronted with adversity, often we try to cope or to make one another feel  
better about our circumstances by reminding one another, “Everything happens for a reason.” How-
ever, as surprising as it may be, it has little to no biblical basis. This begs the question, is it true? 
Should this phrase help us cope with our problems and cheer one another up? 
 
In some ways, yes, everything happens for a reason. Most events can indeed be attributed to some 
cause. The problem is we often use this to make it sound like God is the cause behind it all. As if 
God makes all bad things and good things happen for a reason. What then does this say of God? 
How then can we say he is all good? Did God cause the pandemic? Is God working to divide our 
nation and the church? By no means! 
 
“Everything happens for a reason,” is not good news for us, but we are fortunate to have a God 
whose character and work are hope-bearing. Joseph, after all the misfortune that was brought upon 
him due to his brother’s jealousy, responds, “As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant 
it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today.” He did not 
say, “No worries, God caused all this to happen so something good can come out of it.” No, he 
frankly acknowledged the evil that was at work, but thanks be to God, that was not the only force at 
work. God, in his love for Israel and all the world, used his power to take all the evil they had 
caused and made something good out of it. That sums up for us all what hope is all about. 
 
This month, given all the misfortune we will likely witness, I invite you to reflect upon the words of 
hope offered in the Gospel. While you may wish to offer encouragement with “Everything happens 
for a reason,” I encourage you all to offer people a truer message of hope. Acknowledging how  
unfortunate our situation may be, let us remind one another that on the cross our Lord Jesus takes 
upon himself all the evil and brokenness around us to make something good out of it. Living in this 
hope, we can face adversity trusting in the one who brings joy out of sorrow, hope out of despair, 
and life from the dead. 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Jason   
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A  NEW  HEAVEN  AND  NEW  EARTH  BIBLE  STUDY 
Coming Soon 

 
As Christians, what is it that we hope for? If you were to ask this question to different people, you 
will get all sorts of answers, many of which that are not biblical. It’s important that what we place 
our hope in is grounded in what God has revealed to us. Soon, we will begin a study that will take  
a look at the scriptures to find what it is that the Bible points to on that great day when Christ comes 
again to judge the living and the dead, what it is that we hope for, and how that impacts us today. 
Stay tuned for more information! 

CHANGES  TO  WORSHIP  SEATING 
Beginning Sunday, June 27 

 
With more and more people returning to worship and to better accommodate everyone, beginning 
Sunday, June 27, we will be going back to our original seating in the PLC and we will be removing 
the ropes in the sanctuary. This should enable folks to spread out a bit more with more seats being 
available. Since our spacing may be less than what some may be comfortable with, we do ask if 
you see someone who is wearing a mask, please respect their space.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please let me know. I'm looking forward to seeing you all in 
worship on Sundays! 
 
Blessings in Christ, 
Pastor Jason 

JOIN  THE  BACK  TO  BASICS  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  AS  WE  STUDY 
 

Feasts of the Bible 
 

  This study is written by Sam Nadler, a Jewish believer in Jesus, who was brought 
up   in an Orthodox Jewish home in Queens, New York.   
 
  We are spending two weeks on each feast or festival; therefore, this study will  
  continue through the first couple weeks of September.  Feel free to join anytime.  
 

  Please contact Anna Houser (annaplus2girls@gmail.com /704-813-6560) for  
  more information. 

mailto:annaplus2girls@gmail.com
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MISSED  WORSHIP  SERVICES  ON  SUNDAY? 
 

If you miss a Sunday, feel free to mail your gift to the church using your offering envelope which 
can be used as a self-addressed envelope or give online @ www.holytrinitygastonia.org/ and click 
on the Online Giving* tab. 
 
*Holy Trinity Lutheran Church discourages the irresponsible use of credit cards.  We offer the opportunity to donate by 
credit/debit card as a convenience to those who manage their finances in a God-honoring way. 

WHAT  TYPE  ARE  YOU? 
 
 

Have you seen our sign: What type are you? Well, to answer that question, Holy Trinity is the  
giving type, and because of that we have made a great impact on the lives of many. Holy Trinity had 
held blood drives in the past, but had not held any for several years. However, on October 29, 2012 
we began hosting blood drives once more 3 times a year. Since then we have held 27 blood drives.  
We collected 21 pints on that first October day. We are now averaging 50 pints per drive, our high-
est being 60.  Over the years we have had 1481 donors and collected a total of 1453 units of blood.   

Some of our present donors were part of those who donated blood at the blood drive in 2012: David 
Fogle, Ana Mathews, Jerry Campbell, Barbara Kies, John Long, Bob & Nancy Lemke, Debbie 
Brackett, Stephen Lineberry, Lee Stadther, John Ratz, Donna Motsinger and John Sautner. And  
welcoming those first donors are 2 people who are still welcoming our present donors today. These 
2 wonderful people have helped me at every blood drive we have held since 2012. They have been 
my rock.  They have even arranged vacations around our blood drives. They are Cynthia and  
Dennis Mercer. And, of course, the man behind the sign, my husband, John, has been there every 
step of the way.   

We have all these original people still giving, our new donors, and we have our present blood drive 
team which includes: Cynthia and Dennis, Sarah Waldrop, Pepie Jones, Teddi Daniels, Ellie  
Holloway, Jim Green, Dale Christman, David Stephens, our pastors and all those wonderful people 
that Pepie gets to bring all the food to help make our blood drive unique. After hearing all this, I ask 
again – what type are you? Well, I repeat, you are the giving type, and I want to thank you all for 
that!!! 
 
Charlotte Sautner 
Holy Trinity Blood Drive Coordinator 

http://www.holytrinitygastonia.org/
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Circle Meetings 
 

There will be no Circle Meetings during the months of July and August. 
Have a great summer!  See you in September! 

Summer   
Ladies  Bible  

Study 

The SONshiners will not be meeting in July or August.   
Have a great summer! We’ll see you in September! 

It is not too late to join the Ladies’ Summer Bible Study. Each week’s study is a standalone study; 
so, don’t let summer travel plans keep you from participating. 
 
We meet on Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. in the Lingle Classroom. Please contact Anna Houser (704-
813-6560 / annaplus2girls@gmail.com) if you are interested in participating. Books are available 
through Amazon Prime.   

Upcoming Service Project 
 

In August, we will be collecting supplies to make 20 flood buckets for the NALC  
Disaster Relief Warehouse. Look for more information in the upcoming bulletins  
and the August Herald. 

mailto:annaplus2girls@gmail.com
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 NALC 

BECOMING  A  PRAYING  MAN 

 
Have you ever noticed that when times are booming and everyone is doing well financially, church 
attendance drops off and praying men seem to disappear? A Texas study in the late 1980’s found 
that when oil prices were high spiritual awareness fell, but when oil prices fell that spiritual aware-
ness rose. Why is that? 
 
There seems to always be a stumbling block that keeps us from praying. When we pray we have to 
communicate with God. We have to talk and listen to some one we cannot see. This may be very 
difficult for many of us. Prayer involves talking to Someone who is very different from us. Not only 
is He vastly superior, he is absolutely Holy at the same time openly gracious.   
 
It would be almost impossible for the average man from Gaston County to get an appointment with 
the President of the United States of America in the Oval office. On the other hand, we have a  
wonderful privilege to be able to talk to our God and Savior anytime without and appointment. Isn’t 
it wonderful that we can do this anytime of the day or night? 
 
In this day and age, we desperately need that will to gather and pray for our church family, commu-
nity and nation. 
 
What are some of the benefits of prayer: 
 To bear the burdens of others 
 To build commitment 
 To encourage one another’s faith 
 
Let us PUSH -  Pray Until Something Happens 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are planning a men’s retreat this fall. The topic will be What God Does When Men Pray.  
There will be more information about the retreat in the coming months. 
 
Bruce Zander 
Men’s Ministry 
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Children’s Ministry Volunteers Needed!  
 
As we continue to roll out more ministries, we need volunteers to make that happen. 
We continue to need helpers in Sunday School and for Children’s Church and the 
nursery. Whether you have experience working with children or not, we can use  
your help! We want to always have 2 adults leading our children’s ministries, a  
leader and a helper. If you can help with any of these, please see Pastor Jason! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Children’s Church Will Start Back Soon!  
 
We will soon start having children’s church lead by our nursery workers and volunteers. That 
means, after the children’s sermon, our children will go to children’s church to learn more about our 
appointed scriptures for the day through age-appropriate activities and illustrations. They will then 
return to join us for communion after the sermon. Thankfully, we will be able to get this ministry 
started back soon for the first time since 2020. 

Confirmation Camp 
Week of July 18 - 24 

 
Our youth plan to attend Confirmation Camp at Laurel Ridge, a Moravian camp in north Wilkesbo-
ro, July 18-24. We will participate in fun games and activities with the whole camp in addition to 
our daily confirmation sessions. Please keep our confirmands in prayer as they travel and learn 
about the faith of the church! 
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THE  ENDOWMENT  FUND 
 
In the previous articles, the Endowment Committee has shared with you what the Endowment 
Fund is, how it started, and how the funds are dispersed based upon grant applications and by 
church council approval. Now you may want to know what “The Committee” is and how they 
work within Holy Trinity and specifically for the congregation and the Endowment Fund.  
 
As mentioned before, the Endowment Committee was formed in 2007 with five elected and con-
gregationally approved members. They each serve three consecutive years with no one member 
serving more than two consecutive terms. Members are nominated based on financial skill sets 
desired and areas of passion for serving in the area of funding all the ministry areas.  
 
The current committee members are: Donna Allen, Bob Ferguson, Frank Garrison, Diane George 
and Grant Sparks. 
 
The committee works closely with a licensed investment firm that holds the Endowment Funds in 
a separate account for Holy Trinity and has invested it per church by-laws in a way that seeks to 
diversify, preserve the principle, and target an annualized five-year return of  6-8%. The invest-
ment manager selected in 2014, David McMahan, has served willingly and faithfully for Holy 
Trinity since that time. We are very grateful to David’s commitment and time to Holy Trinity. 
 
 
 

The Application process for 2022 Endowment Grants will begin soon.  
The Committee accepts grant applications annually August 1 – September 15. 

 
Each application is reviewed and approved on its merits in one of the four ministry areas. It is 
possible that not all grants may be approved or funded in its entirety. The amount of funds  
available for disbursement each year dictates how much can be granted to each of the Endowment 
Requests received.   
 
Additional information on how to request Endowment funding will be published as soon as it is 
time to begin the 2021 process for 2022 grants. If you require assistance with an application re-
quest, please reach out to any council member or committee member who is familiar with the 
process. Forms are located in the church office or can be emailed by request. 
 

- The Endowment Committee 
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COUNCIL  PRESIDENT’S  MESSAGE 
 
 All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make  
 us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches  
 us to do what is right. 2 Timothy 3:16 
 
Another part of Holy Trinity’s Vivid Description is “Growing in God’s Word.” Being in the Word 
daily is not a new message at Holy Trinity but did you know that it isn’t a message communicated 
at all churches? Why is being in the Bible an important part of being a follower of Christ? Well, for 
one, we learn what God expects from us and lets us know where we have sinned and fallen short. 
Another reason is that it draws us closer to God and deepens our faith. Yet another reason is that it 
teaches us to become more like Jesus; we can learn from his words and his example. 
 
Earlier this year, many of us read Joining Jesus Show Me How and throughout the book, Greg 
Finke pointed to scriptures to highlight how Jesus discipled his disciples. He did this with the goal 
of showing us how we can imitate Jesus. To imitate Jesus, we must first know what He did, “The 
more familiar we are with Jesus in the gospels, the easier it will be to recognize him on the move in 
daily life and respond by imitating him for the good of others.” 
 
Last month, I talked about “Uniting in Prayer” and there are literally hundreds of prayers found 
throughout Scripture. There are beautiful prayers of thanksgiving, worship, confession, praise and 
many other topics. If you find yourself at a loss of words when you pray, go straight to your Bible 
because most likely, there is a prayer that will cover your praise, needs and concerns. 
 
It might sound strange, but when we read scripture, we need to do more than just read, we should 
fully take it in and let it guide us. I thought there was a great question stated in Joining Jesus that 
we should be asking ourselves after we have finished our daily reading, “As a result of what I have 
received from Jesus in the gospels today, what is one thing he is giving me to believe or do?” What 
a great question! Many of you are probably already doing that but I’ll be honest, that isn’t some-
thing that I’ve been practicing. 
 
If you already spend time in God’s Word daily, great job and keep it up! If you haven’t gotten in 
the groove yet, trying picking one of the Gospels and read a chapter a day. July would be a good 
month to start because there are 31 days so if you skip a day, you’ll still have plenty of days availa-
ble. 
 
Your word is a lamp to guide my feet and a light for my path. Psalm 119:105 
 
Heather Peoples 
Church Council President 
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At the June 21 meeting of the Church Council, the following actions were taken. 
 
1.       Dwayne Burks from The Gateway spoke about an Adopt a Family initiative that is being  
developed. 
 
2.       Selected nominees for the Memorial, Benevolence, and Finance Committees. Nominees will 
be contacted and then approved at the July meeting. An additional Finance Committee member is 
still needed. 
 
3.       Selected two lay delegates for the upcoming NALC Convocation in Corpus Christi, Texas 
during August 2-6. 
 
4.       Personnel Committee proposed salary increases for the church staff; topic was tabled until 
the August meeting. Staff did not receive raises in 2020 or 2021 and Council approved the Person-
nel Committee motion of a one-time bonus for church staff for their hard work during 2020. 
 
5.       Proposed that a Safety Committee/Team be formed to create safety procedures for Sunday 
mornings and other times the congregation gathers together. 
 
6.       Discussed current state of the church as we remove COVID restrictions. All Sunday School 
classes are being held in-person which should allow the 11:15 service to move back to 11:00. Staff 
will discuss moving the service time back to 11:00 and removing the social distancing measures 
during both services. 
 
7.       Council approved the replacement of a member of the Director of Children’s Ministry Search 
Committee. Council was updated on the status of the search. 
 
8.       Received an update on the replacement of the church’s telephone and camera system. 
 
9.       Received an update on the vans; insurance payment received to cover the cost of the catalytic 
converter and transmission. 
 
10.   Reviewed May receipts. 
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HOW  DO  YOUR  FINANCIAL  GIFTS  GLORIFY  GOD? 
 

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. (Matthew 6:21 NIV) 

 

Our Giving is an act of Worship. In light of what Christ has done for us on the cross and the amaz-
ing grace we receive, our giving should be a reflection of what our heart treasures. Our giving 
should be viewed as a part of our worship to the Lord. If we are just giving to mark off a line on 
our spiritual checklist, we are merely involved in charity and we are missing out on the great joy 
of being a cheerful giver.  
 
We give because God has given to us. God has given us everything (James 1:17). He gave His Son 
to provide for our salvation. He has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in Christ (Ephesians 
1:13). He “richly supplies us with all things to enjoy” (1 Timothy 6:17). Because He has given so 
abundantly to us, we should respond by giving generously back to Him. What is your response to 
those blessing God has bestowed on you? 
 

For those that like numbers… 
 

Noted below we show our May 2021 offerings compared with our monthly budgeted ministry 
plan. Our staff and leaders continue to manage our expenditures. Our church leadership is doing 
their best to be good stewards of our financial resources.  
 

 
 
 
Thank you for your continued support of the ministries of Holy Trinity! 
 
Lee Stadther 
Church Treasurer 2021 

  Month of        
May 2021 

YTD through  
May 2021 

 
       Gifts Received: $45,433 $221,946 

       Budget for Ministries: $61,538 $270,768 

       Difference: ($16,105) ($48,822) 

      

       Previous Year (2020) Comparison: $47,394 $226,892 

       Difference between 2021 and 2020: ($1,961) ($4,946) 
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At a skeet shooting tournament, the Tildon Downing Challenge, held at the Durham Wildlife Club 
in Morrisville, NC, Corrie and Josie Cloninger won the following: 
 
Corrie Cloninger - 1. Clay Target High School highest average for Ladies (High Overall Lady  
                                   Champ) 
                               2. 20 gauge Lady Champ 
                               3. 12 gauge Junior Champ and Lady Champ 
Josie Cloninger -    1. High Overall Sub Junior Champ 
                               2. Lady 410 Champ 
 
Way to go you sharp shooters! 
 
 
 
Picture identification: 
Corrie Cloninger, Tildon Downing, Josie Cloninger 

To all the dear saints at Holy Trinity who make my life better: 
  Thank you all so very, very much for all the ways you show me your love – prayers, visits, 
phone calls, cards, gifts – y’all are just the best ever! And you will never know how very much I 
appreciate your kindness. May God’s blessings be upon you all. 
      My love to you all, Ann Riggs 
 
 
Thank you for all the cards, expressions of sympathy and prayers at the death of my sister, Jane  
Alexander. So many memories of how Jane had touched your life! This really reminded us of how 
she shared living, with so many people. Jane shared her musical talents with many area churches, 
including being the interim, as needed, at Holy Trinity. 
     Ray Sparks 
 
 
Holy Trinity Church, 
 We are so grateful for your kindness and generosity! Thank you for helping us love on our 
military and their families. We couldn’t do what we do without your support. 
     Best, Julie, Nicky and Dana, USO NC Piedmont Staff 
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• Fred Cloninger, following cardio bypass surgery on 6/9 

• Jim & Dell Guffey, health concerns 

• Ann Riggs, for healing of pulmonary issues 

• Joan Rickle, torn ACL & a fractured plateau tibia 

• Bob Burleson, following carotid artery surgery on 5/26 

• TJ and Robin Kirby, TJ recovering after surgery, Robin experiencing heart issues 

• Marty Leonard, undergoing nine months of chemo and radiation 

• Ken Weatherford, upcoming adrenal gland surgery 

• Charlene Linsenmayer, for healing of fractured foot and associated pain 

• Fanny McAlister, recovering at Peak Resources following surgery 

• Wanda Christman, regaining strength after viral meningitis 

• For God to provide as Holy Trinity seeks a new Director of Children’s Ministries 

• For all those affected by Covid-19, including Jim Simmons, extended family of Chuck Bid-
dle, still hospitalized  

• Homebound: Caroline Banker, Rob Frye, Fanny McAlister, Larry McSpadden, Ann Riggs, 
Hilda Teumer, Kathy Wallace, Iris Work  

• For our country to grow in ways that value the sanctity of all life 

• For God’s protection and provision for our country and its allies 

• For those who do not yet trust Jesus for salvation, and for the Holy Spirit to work in HT 
Disciples to increase our passion to share Christ with others 

• The family of John Jefferson,  following his death (brother-in-law of Tim O’Donohue) 

• Charles Black, father of Tim Black, for recovery from weakness following another stroke 

• Paul Bumgarner, uncle of Teleena Stadther, hospitalized 

• Lacey Robinson, seeing a specialist at Duke for health issues. Prayers requested by Pepie 
Jones 

• Maria Heracklis, mother of Pepie Jones, in rehab at Courtland Terrace  

• Tommy Heracklis, nephew of Pepie Jones, facing a second brain surgery at CMC on 7/14 

• For release of Leah Sharibu, Christian teenager held as a slave by Boko Haram  

• Pr. Yousef Nadarkhani, arrested for his Christian witness in a Muslim country 

• Robin Simmons, daughter of Iris Work, for overall health 

• Family & friends actively serving in the military: Jonathan Brinkley, Brett Boyd, Mae 
Dodd, Mason Fox, Brian Hanna, Tyler Hearn, Andrew Lambert, Luke Saylors 

If you would like your name or someone else’s name added to the Prayer List, please  fill-out a 
Prayer Card at church or contact the church office. Only the hospitalized and grieving members 
are added automatically. 
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Did we miss your birthday?   
 

If your birthday is incorrect, or you have a birthday in July/August and your name is  
not on this list, please call the church office (704-864-0378) and give us the correct information.   

Thank You! 

With special joy, we recognize and celebrate these birthdays in the months of  
July & August.  We are thankful for the life and spirit of the birthdays we celebrate.   

May the blessings of God flow in the life of each of you. 

1 Jaine Burleson, 
2 Ellie Holloway, Sally Lemke 
4 Tess Gibbons, 
5 Leisa Brown, Lexi Campbell, Dick 
 Dubler, Jared Godwin 
6 Teresa Hawkins 
7 Dontavius McClure, John Siler 
9 Claire Lemke, Ana Mathews 
11 Kerri Luksa, Christopher Sisk 
12 Don Huffstetler 
13 Philip Wyatt 
14 Samantha Kirby 
15 Tia Abernathy, Judy Weatherford 
18 Barbara Kies 
19 Brian Buchanan 
20 Gene Keller  
21 Mike Brunnemer 
22 Ann Riggs, Clark Saylors 
23 Noah Brown 
24 Karen Beam 
27 Helen Bowersock 
28 Jacob Lineberry 
29 Glenn Rupp 
30 Kristi Carpenter, Carolyn Niemeyer, 
 John Waldrop 
31  Jonathan Brinkley, Pat Huffstetler 
 

1 Laura Silverstrim, Lee Stadther 
2 John Renick 
3 Luke Busler 
4 Linda Renick 
5 Jerry Campbell, Charlotte Murphy 
8 Chuck Biddle 
11 Frank Garrison 
15 Grant Sparks 
18 Charlie Biddle,  Andrew Kirby 
19 Amy Doster 
20 Pam Young 
21 Linda Albright,  Lee Hinds, Jim Warren 
22 Bob Lemke 
23 Olivia Saylors 
24 Amy Novinc 
26 Laurieann Ratz 
27 Chuck Niemeyer 
29 Joseph Fox, Noah Fox 
30 Tommy Kirby, John Long 
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Knowing, Loving and Sharing Christ 
Phone:  704-864-0378 Fax:  704-864-4959 

Website:  www.holytrinitygastonia.org 
 

MINISTRY  STAFF 
 

Lead Pastor    Braxton East  brack@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Associate Pastor    Jason Dampier  jason@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Director of Music Ministries  Chris Murphy  chris@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Organist     Dr. John Siler  jsiler4@att.net 
Children’s Ministry Director  Jaimie Cline  jaimie@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Church Office Administrator  Teddi Daniels  teddi@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Facility & Ministry Administrator  Ellie Holloway  ellie@holytrinitygastonia.org 
Custodian    David Stephens 
Nursery Supervisor   Shaina Hinds/ 
     Gracie Bennett 


