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HOLY  TRINITY  2019  HIGH  SCHOOL  GRADUATES 

Senior Sunday, June 2 at 11:00 Worship 
 

Congratulations to all our 2019 High School graduates! Please join us as we recognize 

these young people on Senior Sunday, June 2 at the 11:00 Worship Service. They will be 

wearing their graduation gowns!  Just to let you know a little more about them, their names 

and post-grad plans are listed below: 
 

Joseph Fox will graduate from Stuar t W. Cramer  High School. Joseph will attend the 

University of North Carolina at Charlotte where he plans to major in engineering technology.  

Joseph is the son of Matthew and Tracy Fox. 
 

Noah Fox will graduate from Stuar t W. Cramer High School. He will attend the honors college at 

East Carolina University where he plans to major in computer science.  

Noah is the son of Matthew and Tracy Fox. 
 

Nathan Falls Hayes will be graduating from Forestview High School. He will attend Pfeiffer  

University where he plans to study biology with a concentration in forensic science.  

Nathan is the son of Matthew and Margaret Hayes.  
 

Evie Heffner will graduate from Piedmont Char ter  School. She will attend Gaston College 

where she will pursue a degree that is yet to be decided.  

Evie is the daughter if Beth Heffner and the late Jeff Heffner. 

 

Shaina Hinds will be graduating from East Gaston High School. She will attend Gaston College 

where she plans to major in child development and psychology.  

Shaina is the daughter of Lee and Katrina Hinds. 
 

William Frederick Niemeyer will be graduating from Ashbrook High School. He plans to 

attend the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill where he plans to major in biological sciences. 

William is the son of Chuck and Bridget Niemeyer. 
 

Cobey Silverstrim will be graduating from Ashbrook High School. He plans to attend the 

University of North Carolina at Charlotte where he plans to major in construction management.  

Cobey is the son of Chad and Laura Silverstrim. 

 

Joshua Young will be graduating from Bessemer  City High School after  transferr ing from 

Valley Forge High School in Ohio. He will attend Gaston College where he plans to major in 

psychology. Joshua is the son of Lee and Pam Young. 
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Holy Trinity has several college, master and doctorate graduates to celebrate this year.   

Below is a listing of our graduates and their accomplishments and future goals.   

When you see them and their families, please be sure to congratulate them on a job well done!  
 

 

Wesley ‘Kenric’ Barnes, Jr. – son of Wes and Kasey Barnes - Degree in Civil Engineering from 

North Carolina State University. Kenric plans to travel to Europe following graduation, and then  

return to the Raleigh area. 

 

Erin Barnhill – daughter of Bob and LaVada Barnhill - Cyber Security degree from ECPI. Erin is 

returning to ECPI beginning this summer to acquire a second Bachelor’s degree in Criminal  

Forensics. 

 

Lexi Barnhill – daughter of Bob and LaVada Barnhill - Masters in Divinity from Duke Divinity 

School. Lexi is currently working at Chestnut Ridge Camp in Efland, NC as the Program Director 

and Camp Pastor. 

 

Kelsey Brice – daughter of Kathy Grecki - Elementary Education degree from North Carolina State 

University. Kelsey recently signed a three-year contract to teach in the Wake County School System. 

 

Morgan Bryant – daughter of Anna Houser, granddaughter of Mick & Carla McMahan - Degree 

in International Studies with a minor in Spanish. After graduation she will travel to Israel, then head 

to Birmingham, AL to begin work for Filter of Hope. 

 

Page Holsteen – daughter of Pastor Brack and Amy East - Doctor of Pharmacy from McWhorter 

School of Pharmacy / Samford University in Birmingham, AL. Page and her husband Tom will be 

living in Denver, Colorado, as she begins her pharmaceutical career working at Children’s Hospital 

as a pediatric clinical pharmacy resident. 

 

Lauren Franklin –daughter of Joel & Alison Henry and granddaughter of John & Sarah Waldrop - 

Elementary Education degree from University of North Carolina – Charlotte. After graduation 

Lauren will be working at Pilot Elementary School in Greensboro, NC as a second grade teacher.  

 

Peyton Scot – son of J ill Scot-Cochran & Steve Cochran - Film Studies degree with credentials in 

Videography, Creative Writing, Photography from University of North Carolina – Wilmington.  

Peyton has created his own visual arts company – Vigari Visuals – and is currently doing photo 

shoots for students, graduates and small businesses. His future plans include traveling world-wide as 

a photographer, videographer and writer. 
 

 (Continued next page)            



3  

 

Rachel Toelkes – daughter of Cindy Isenhour - Degree in Athletic Training from Western Caroli-

na University. Rachel recently passed her certification and is seeking employment in her field. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

   Congratulations to all of our graduates as they begin the next chapter of their  

   lives! Please keep them in your prayers to make Christ-focused decisions on 

   their paths, and for God’s blessings to surround them in all that they do! 

YMCA  SUMMER  DAY  CAMPS  TO  BE  HELD  AT  HOLY  TRINITY 
 

I am excited to announce that the YMCA will be hosting two day camps at Holy Trinity this 

summer. Our Specialty Camps are geared toward enrichment activities for school-aged children. 

Specialized activities include robotics, coding, music, theatre and more! We are also offering a new 

Preschool Enrichment Camp for 2-4-year-olds. Both camps are curriculum driven, with the goal of 

providing a quality experience for children in our community.  

 

As many of you know, I am the camp director for the Warlick Y, and will be overseeing these and 

other camps. I will have a team of coordinators to assist me with daily operations, and I am proud to 

share that our Specialty Camp coordinator is Lauren Franklin, a daughter of our congregation. She 

will lead a team of 4-5 staff who will receive at least 30 hours of training in risk management, 

program development, behavior support skills and more. We will also have a Preschool Camp 

coordinator, many of whom have experience working with NC-PreK certified programs. They will 

receive --in addition to the 30+ hours of training described above-- additional training hours focused 

on preschool-specific needs.  

 

If you would like to volunteer with our camps, let me know! We always need folks to come and 

read, and I would love to have mentorships for our campers this summer! 

 

Please feel free to reach out to me with any questions or concerns. I can be 

reached at ccarpenter@gastonymca.org or 704.648.5841. 

 

Serving Christ and our community with you, 

Cody Carpenter 

Day Camp and Family Services Director 

Warlick Family YMCA 

mailto:ccarpenter@gastonymca.org
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Dear brothers and sisters of Holy Trinity, 

 

This is an encouraging time to be part of Holy Trinity!  Many individuals are growing personally in 

their relationship with God, and it’s showing in our community.  Many ministries, small groups, 

studies and outreach activities are thriving.  As I am realizing this, the real joy comes to me not so 

much from knowing that we have more people involved, but in the fact that behind each numerical 

statistic is a real person who is growing in faith and discipleship.  This relates directly with what I 

was talking about in my sermon on May 12 about the JOY that comes when a person close to us 

grows deeper in faith.  This is the joy that the apostle John wrote about when he penned, “I am writ-

ing these things so that our joy may be complete.” 

 

I hope that you are growing in the joy of the Lord as you too are growing in your discipleship. They 

go together, and I hope they are both going well for you.  I’m looking forward to God’s future for us.  

We never know what a day will bring, but I know that when God is in it, then it is good! 

 

Knowing, Loving and Sharing Christ alongside you, 

Pastor Brack 

PRAYER  GATHERINGS  THIS  SUMMER 

Disciples Pray With God Regularly! 
 

While each of us is encouraged to have a daily Quiet Time of prayer and scripture with God, we also 

come together with others to pray together with God.  There is power in raising a united voice to 

God in praise and in petition.  Our Life Groups pray together regularly.  We have other groups that 

meet regularly to pray also. 

 

This summer, we will have two Prayer Gatherings that the whole congregation is invited to attend: 

 

 •  Wednesday, June 19 at 7:00 p.m. 

 •  Sunday, August 25 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

At the June 19 gathering, we will pray for many people and ministries of Holy Trinity, especially for 

our summer ministries, and also for individuals to grow in our newly-learned “fishing” efforts.  At 

the August 25 gathering, we will pray specifically for students and teachers, as the public schools 

begin the next day.  Watch for more information to come as the dates draw nearer. 
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UNIFIED  WORSHIP  SERVICE 

Sunday, June 9 at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Our next Unified Service will be on Sunday, June 9 at 10:00 a.m. This day, in particular,  

is a special one as it marks the completion of the great fifty days of Easter with the holy  

day of Pentecost. It is during this time that we come together as a body of Christ to  

commemorate and celebrate the sending of the Holy Spirit. As Disciples of Christ, we believe that 

although Christ has ascended, God’s continuing presence is still with us, guiding us into all the world 

and into all truth. It’s in this spirit that I want to offer to you one the Church’s greatest hymns in the 

hopes that, as we are gathered together, we might let it be our prayer for this day: 
 

Come, Holy Ghost, Our Souls Inspire 
 

  Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire and lighten with celestial fire; 

  Thou the anointing Spirit art, who dost thy seven-fold gifts impart. 
 

  Thy blessed unction from above is comfort, life, and fire of love; 

  Enable with perpetual light the dullness of our mortal sight 
 

  Teach us to know the Father, Son and thee, of both to be but one, 

  That through the ages all along this may be our endless song: 

  Praise to thine eternal merit, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.   

 

I’m looking forward to coming together with all of you in our next Unified Service on Sunday,  

June 9 at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Peace, 

Chris Murphy 

WELCOME  CENTER  NEWS 
 

   Our next Unified Service is scheduled for Sunday, June 9. On that day, we will also 

   have Name Tag Sunday where we encourage everyone attending Sunday School  

   and the Unified Service to wear a Name Tag. Name Tags will be available in the  

   Welcome Center and at the front of the church.  

 

Also on Sunday, June 9, we will have a brief meeting for all Connection Time Hosts and those who 

are interested in becoming a Host. The Connection Time Host is an integral par t of our  Sun-

day morning worship and fellowship. One of the goals of the Welcome Team is to have Connection 

Time be consistent every Sunday. The meeting will begin in the Kitchen after the 8:30 worship ser-

vice and should last approximately 30 minutes.  

 

If you have any questions about becoming a Connection Time Host, please contact LaVada Barnhill 

at 803-767-8740 or tlchavs@yahoo.com . 

mailto:tlchavs@yahoo.com
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Page and Tom 
Saturday, June 8  2:00 – 5:00 p.m. 

 

2704  WIMBLEDON  DRIVE,  GASTONIA 
 

Please come by for a minute or two, or an hour or two! 
Hosted by Pastor Brack and Amy 

PLEASE  JOIN  US  FOR  AN  

Open House 
 

 CELEBRATING  THE  RECENT  MARRIAGE  
 

OF 

HOME  COMMUNION  MINISTRY  IN  JUNE 

Loving Our Homebound Disciples 
 

Each month, we send out teams of ministers to bring the bread and wine of Holy Communion to  

our homebound disciples who cannot attend worship with us.  Our ministers are sent from the  

worship service to extend the Sunday morning worship experience to the homebound.  After they 

share the scripture from that morning, and also share highlights from the sermon, they pray with 

those they are visiting and then share the bread and wine of Communion with them.   

 

The Communion visitation lay ministers for June are: 

 

 Team 5:   Dennis and Cynthia Mercer 

 Team 6:   James and Janet Green  

 

Pastor Brack will also be visiting our homebound disciples and having Communion with them. 

 

We thank all our communion ministers for sharing the grace of Christ with those who cannot come 

to 805 S. York Street to worship on Sunday mornings.    
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THANK  YOU  TO  EVERYONE  WHO  TOOK  A  BABY  BOTTLE!  

Bottles are due back Sunday, June 17 – Father’s Day. 
 

Please remember to keep saving your change to fill your baby bottle for  

Crisis Pregnancy Center of Gaston County.   
 

If you would like to make a donation to CPC, but prefer to write a check, make your check payable 

to Crisis Pregnancy Center and place in a baby bottle or the donation basket. If you would like a  

receipt for your donation, please fill out the information attached to the bottle, and Crisis Pregnancy 

Center will mail you one. Your “change” will help CHANGE minds, hearts and lives in Gaston 

County.  

Bottles don’t have to be full - no donation is too small!   

ARE  YOU  “PINTEREST-ED”  IN  SAVING  OTHERS? 

Holy Trinity’s Next Blood Drive Is Monday, June 24 ~ 2:00 - 6:30 p.m.  
 

I was having a hard time coming up with a theme for our June blood drive, but Jaime Cline came to 

my rescue. She told me to look on Pinterest. I did and an idea I liked was there, so here we go. 

A close friend of mine recently celebrated her 77th birthday. Another one celebrated her 46th 

wedding anniversary. Yet other friends just spent their days walking the beach at Jekyll Island. Two 

other friends just watched one of their granddaughters graduate from college and one of their 

grandsons be confirmed.  Other friends are waiting with anticipation for the marriage of their son. At 

church today, I greeted many friends with a hug and laughed with many others. These are all life 

experiences. Life experiences which you can help make possible for others by giving blood.  

So, won’t you consider giving blood at Holy Trinity on Monday, June 24, from 2:00-6:30? 
 

Charlotte Sautner, Holy Trinity Blood Drive Coordinator 

 

On July 13, we will send a team of youth and adults to Elkview, WVA for a Group missions camp. 

This has long been a highlight of our youth program as we seek to serve others and witness the joy  

of serving in the name of Christ. Each year, in addition to sending a team to serve, we collect a  

workcamp offering to provide additional support to the community. This year, they have requested 

Lowes, Home Depot, and Walmart gift cards. On June 2, we will have a special offering and ask  

everyone to consider giving to this cause so we can provide additional support to a community  

suffering from poor economic conditions due to the dwindling coal industry and a devastating flood 

in 2016. 

Sunday, June 2   
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THE  “GO FISH”  STUDY  IS  WRAPPING  UP 

And We are Becoming Fishers of People 
 

Beginning with the “Go Fish” kick-off meal on April 28, we’ve been focusing on how we can  

become better equipped and at ease in talking about our faith in Jesus with others. Our six-week “Go 

Fish” study is coming to an end. But our growth in sharing faith is just beginning! 

 

Thanks to the group leaders of all our individual study groups  (15 groups!) which met weekly for 

the past six weeks: 

 

 Donna Allen   Paulette Brice  LaVerne Davis 

 Marie Ferguson   Diane George  Jimmy Holloway 

 Anna Houser   Barb Kies  Bob Kosak 

 Stephen Lineberry  Carla Oakes  Reggie Parlier 

 Brittani Wells   Bruce Zander  Pastor Jason 

 Pastor Brack 
 

And blessings to each participant who has received fresh insights and motivation for sharing Christ 

with others!  
 

As we at Holy Trinity have been growing recently in our individual lives of faith and spiritual disci-

plines, it is natural to grow in our passion for sharing Christ with those who have not yet heard.   –

And to come alongside those who have heard in order to help them grow in faith and discipleship.  

This is how we are “making disciples” in obedience to the Risen Christ. It’s a true JOY to grow in 

faith and share Christ with others. More and more disciples of Holy Trinity are experiencing this joy! 

FAMILY  PROMISE  WILL  BE  AT  HOLY  TRINITY  JUNE  23 - 30 
 

Mark your calendars! Family Promise arrives on Sunday, June 23! Please prayerfully consider where 

God is calling you to serve with this ministry: 

 

 Is He calling you to prepare and serve a light breakfast? 

 Is He calling you to prepare and serve dinner one evening? 

 Is He calling you to simply spend time with our guests and make them feel at home as  

      an evening host? 

 Is He calling you to stay overnight one night? 

 Perhaps He is calling you to help unload/load the trailer and set up rooms on Sunday  

      morning? 
 

Look for the sign up board soon, and please sign up to serve in whichever capacity you feel so 

called. Training is provided. If you have any questions, feel free to contact me at 704-648-5841 or 

codyrcarpenter@gmail.com.  

 

Cody Carpenter,  

Holy Trinity Family Promise Coordinator 

mailto:codyrcarpenter@gmail.com
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ALPHA  MARRIAGE  COURSE 
 

Attention all married couples: In effor ts to help our  couples strengthen their   

relationships and to support our families, we will be offering an Alpha Marriage Course.  

This 7-session course comes highly recommended to provide practical ideas and tools to help sup-

port and strengthen relationships. You can find more information about the course at https://

alphausa.org/the-marriage-course. Coming up, we will be gathering information to find the best 

time to do the course so we can try to accommodate all who wish to participate. For those interest-

ed, please see Pastor Jason. 

Women’s Summer Bible Study 
 

7 Week Study Beginning  
Wednesday, June 19 @ 6:30 p.m. 

Ruth: Loss, Love & Legacy by Kelly Minter 

 

Let’s continue what we started at the Women’s Retreat in April when we read and contemplated  

the book of Ruth. 

 

Ruth is a women’s Bible study covering Ruth’s journey of unbearable loss, redeeming love, and 

divine legacy.  This study delves into the virtuous character of Ruth, her unique relationship with 

her mother-in-law Naomi, and her blossoming love with Boaz. 

 

This is simply a group study with the opportunity to share personal insights with other women.  

Other than a short 3-minute introduction, there is no video component to this course. 

 

If you are interested in participating, please sign up Anna Houser at 704-813-6560 or  

annaplus2girls@gmail.com.  Books will be ordered in advance and available at the first session.  

The cost of the book is $13.90. 

Carolyn Niemeyer recently received The Marshall Rauch Humanitarian Award.  The award was 

presented at the 2019 Gaston County Sports Hall of Fame Banquet in May.  She received the award 

for her work founding and coordinating the BackPack Weekend Food Program in Gaston County.  

Mrs. Niemeyer started the BackPack Weekend Food Program in 2011 and thousands of children in 

Gaston County have benefitted from her hard work. Congratulations on this well deserved honor! 

https://alphausa.org/the-marriage-course
https://alphausa.org/the-marriage-course
mailto:annaplus2girls@gmail.com
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ENDOWMENT  GRANT  MONEY  NOW  AVAILABLE 
 

Those who received 2019 Endowment Grants may apply for those monies they were  

awarded. Please see Craig Klutz or Bob Ferguson to receive a check for the charity,  

committee or organization you are representing.  

ENDOWMENT  COMMITTEE  NEWS 
 

Greetings from your Endowment Committee. 
 

Spring seems to have passed and as we enter into the summer, our Committee will be 

meeting in June to elect the new Committee Officers that will be serving you in 2019-2020. On Mother’s 

Day Sunday, the congregation approved the election of Bob Ferguson to serve a second 3-year term and 

also approved Grant Sparks as the newest addition to the Committee who will begin serving his first 3-

year term. These gentlemen, along with Janet Green, Barbara Kies and Gwen Nenninger, will make up 

and provide excellent leadership for the Endowment Committee in the upcoming year. Please make sure 

that you congratulate and thank these faithful disciples for their hard work and willingness to serve.  
 

As I complete my tenure on the committee with our June meeting, I can honestly state that many great 

things have been accomplished over the last few years by a select group of dedicated and willing 

committee members. The committee has developed an annual calendar of activities, put processes and 

procedures in place to ensure our grant process runs parallel to the church’s operating budget and 

provides adequate oversight to ensure that funds are distributed according to the approved grant requests 

with a dual distribution process. The overall financial accountability was recently audited and received a 

clean report for the manner in which the records are being handled. You should be proud of what this 

committee has accomplished and the work of its members has always been in the best interest of the 

church.  
 

In closing, there is one area of the Endowment Committee that remains as a pending and an unresolved 

item. As you may recall, a couple of years ago the Church made a decision to change its corporate 

structure to a non-profit corporation. The reason for this change was based on a recommendation from our 

parent church to protect us from liability and potential litigation. This recommendation was completed 

approximately 2 years ago and Holy Trinity is now its own legal non-profit corporate entity. This change 

was certainly necessary to protect itself from any potential litigation, whereas the leadership is not liable 

in any suit. The problem our committee now foresees is that if the new corporation ever came under 

attack where there was a lawsuit, the first place they would attack would be the Endowment Fund as this 

is where the church has the most liquid funding available. We are currently exploring the possibilities of 

making the Endowment Fund its own non-profit corporation; providing an extra layer of protection 

against any potential legal suits.  To adequately preserve the commitments of those that faithfully gave to 

this fund, we feel this is necessary to pursue so more information on this process will follow at a later 

date. 
 

In His Work, 

Craig C. Kluttz 

Endowment Committee Chair  
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            REPORT  FROM  THE  CAROLINAS  MISSION   

                            DISTRICT  CONVOCATION 
 
On May 17 and 18, the Carolinas Mission District (CMD) held their annual convocation. The CMD consists  

of all the NALC churches within North and South Carolina who partner together and support one another in 

mission. Holy Trinity had 5 people attend: Bill Eaker, Bob Barnhill, Dick Jansak, Linda Albright and me. As 

always, it was a pleasure to witness what God is doing through our churches within the NALC. We heard from 

many different ministries, both domestic and worldwide, that we have partnered with to share the Gospel and 

provide assistance to those in need. There were also a few items of business passed that I’d like to share other 

than the typical approval of a ministry budget. One was a change in our structure and one concerned a camp 

and retreat center for the CMD. 

 

The most significant item of business was a restructuring of the CMD which was approved. Starting next year, 

the Carolinas Mission District will be the Carolinas Mission Region, and we will separate into 4 smaller dis-

tricts. On the congregational level, we will not notice much of a difference. The main difference is that each 

district will have a separate dean so that our churches can be better served in times of need like pastoral vacan-

cies, emergencies, church conflict, etc. Also, it makes the role of our dean more manageable considering the 

number of churches we have within our mission district and the large geographical area it covers. 

 

The other large item of business that we covered was the formation of an exploratory committee to research the 

possibility of a camp and retreat center for the CMD and the creation of a non-profit organization to oversee 

this potential camp. There was a lot of concern about the feasibility of opening a potential camp given the costs 

associated with it, and there was a lot of passion expressed for outdoor ministry and the role it plays in the life 

of the church and our youth. This committee will be represented by all the new districts, and it will do a feasi-

bility study on starting a potential camp and determine a next step to present at next year’s convocation. 

 

Seeing what God is doing through our church has encouraged me about what’s ahead for the NALC in the Car-

olinas. Through our churches, God is bringing new life to those around us and to the ends of the earth through 

the gospel of Jesus Christ. Thanks be to God! If you would like more information on the CMD, the items of 

business that we discussed, or our partners in ministry, I am more than happy to share. Please reach out to me 

anytime. Blessings! 

 

Pastor Jason 

NALC  BISHOP  ELECTION 

A New Bishop to be Elected in August 
 

Please be prayer for our church as Bishop John Bradosky finishes his second term as bishop, and we elect a 

new leader at the Convocation in August.  We believe that God will call a particular person to this position, 

and we are seeking God to work through the delegates who attend the NALC Convocation in August to make 

that happen.  So far, twelve people have been nominated to serve as bishop.  You can read about them at 

https://lutheranweek.com/nominees-for-bishop-announced/ 

 

Pray also for our delegates from Holy Trinity who will be attending the Convocation:  Pastors Brack and Ja-

son, Bill Eaker and Bruce Zander.   –That they will be sensitive to the leading of the Holy Spirit in this  

important process as they take part in the selection process.  

https://lutheranweek.com/nominees-for-bishop-announced/
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COUNCIL  HIGHLIGHTS  FOR  MAY 

 
At the May 13 regular meeting of the Church Council, the following  

actions were taken: 

 

1.  Pastor Brack led a discussion on 1 John 1:3-4 

 

2.  Received the results of the May 12 Congregational Meeting: Both Bob Ferguson and Grant 

Sparks were approved to serve on the Endowment Committee.  

 

3. Council gave input on the proposed motions to come before the 2019 Carolinas Mission  

Convocation regarding a mission district restructuring and the possibility of forming a mission  

district camp for outdoor ministry. The general consensus sent with our delegates was to support  

the restructuring, and to slow down on the camp proposal. 

 

4.  Added Bruce Zander as a second lay delegate to the NALC Convocation in August, upon the re-

quest of the NALC Executive Council that Holy Trinity send an additional lay delegate. 

 

5.  Approved sending a $500 offering to the Carolinas Mission District Convocation for Disaster 

Response.  Funds to come from our Undesignated Benevolence fund. 

 

6.  Received a gift from Christine Smith:  Each Council member received a copy of the book 

“Tortured for Christ” by Pastor Richard Wurmbrand. Pastor Brack encouraged each member to read 

the book for future discussion, and to thank Christine personally. 

 

7. Received notification that Rick Jones accepted the appointment to the Memorial Fund  

Committee. 

 

8.  Discussed possible people to appoint to the Finance Committee, as the committee is being reor-

ganized. Possible leaders were nominated also. 

 

9.  Reminded each committee leader/representative that 2019 goals need to be submitted at this time, 

so that Council can monitor progress throughout the rest of the year. 

 

10.  Received financial reports from the Treasurer. 

 

11.  Received notification of 2018 Endowment grants which have not been fully disbursed, and 

which will be forfeited if not handled by June 30.  

 

12.  Received reports from pastors and staff. 

 

13.  Received a list of nominees for NALC Bishop, and asked the Council to read the information 

about each and give feedback to our 2019 Convocation delegates. 
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HOW  DO  YOUR  FINANCIAL  GIFTS  GLORIFY  GOD? 
 

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. (Matthew 6:21 NIV) 

 

 

Our Giving is about Discipleship. Money is a tool God uses to help us live and love like Jesus. Re-

gardless of how much or how little we may have, God is at work in our lives through our circum-

stances. He is leading each of us to a deeper trust in him. Whether you struggle financially or enjoy 

financial abundance, regardless of your situation, instead of asking “why” or just saying “thanks,” 

be sure to talk to God about your giving. Ask Him to help you grow in this area since there is a 

strong connection between faith and money. 

We give because God has given to us. God has given us everything (James 1:17). He gave His Son 

to provide for our salvation. He has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in Christ (Ephesians 

1:13). He “richly supplies us with all things to enjoy” (1 Timothy 6:17). Because He has given so 

abundantly to us, we should respond by giving generously back to Him. What is your response to 

those blessing God has bestowed on you? 

 

For those that like numbers… 

 
Noted below, we show our April 2019 offerings compared with our monthly budgeted ministry plan. 

Our staff and leaders continue to manage our expenditures. Our church leadership is doing their best 

to be good stewards of our financial resources.  

 

 
 

Thank you for your continued support of the ministries of Holy Trinity, 

Lee Stadther 

Church Council Treasurer 2019 

  Month of  

April 2019 

YTD through  

April 2019 
 

     Gifts Received: $49,841 $189,452 

     Budget for Ministries: $48,432 $205,837 

     Difference: $1,409 ($16,385) 

      

Previous Year (2018) Comparison: $48,236 $161,718 

Difference between 2019 and 2018: $1,605 $27,734 
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Time is flying by! On Sunday, June 16, we will hold a meeting at 6:00 p.m. in the PLC 

to review our travel plans, paperwork, signups, and other business items, so that we are 

well-prepared! 
 

               Everyone is asked to be in attendance! 
  

Please contact Pastor Jason if you are unable to attend. 

COUNCIL  PRESIDENT’S  MESSAGE 
 

Holy Trinity disciples, 
 

Pastor Jason, Bob Barnhill and I had the privilege of representing our congregation in Charleston, 

South Carolina in May at the 2019 NALC Carolina's Mission District Convocation. The meeting was 

well represented by the churches in our Mission District. This was my first experience with regional 

Church business. It was quite an experience! We discussed many points of business including 

budgeting and officer elections. The focal point of the meeting was a plan to reorganize our current 

District system. All of the churches in attendance we're supportive of this action and the motion was 

passed. You will be hearing more about this exciting new reorganization in the future. My biggest 

takeaway from the meeting was a feeling that all of the NALC churches in our area are on the same 

page regarding the focus and direction of the church! A recurrent phrase that stood out for me was 

"mission churches becoming churches on a mission!" 
 

Speaking of churches on a mission, we are well into our Go Fish series at this point. My prayer for  

us all is that we are finding clarity and focus on our goal of reaching our full potential as Fishers of 

Men! 
 

Matthew 4:19  Then He said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 

 

Bill Eaker 

Council President 2019 

Attention all youth and volunteers going on our  

Group mission trip ~ July 13 - 20: 
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CHILDREN’S  MINISTRIES  JUNE 
 

We are officially into summer with the children’s ministries. The children have been busy throughout 

the school year and we are going to continue our focus on sharing the love of Christ throughout the 

summer through our Go Fish study, family nights and VBS. For the first time, Holy Trinity is also 

hosting several weeks of YMCA specialty camps this summer which will provide children from the 

community with an opportunity to be introduced to our church through devotions and other fun 

Christ focused activities while being engaged in traditional summer camp activities. If you know any 

children who might be interested in joining us for any event this summer, please contact Jaimie Cline 

for more information.  
 

We need many disciples to help with our VBS in August.  We have children from the communi-

ty joining us again this year for VBS and this is a great opportunity for connecting our adult disciples 

with kids in our church and community. There are four age groups that require at least two teachers 

per group, nursery leaders, recreation leaders, dinner hosts, craft leaders, music and missions leaders 

and techie positions in need of filling this year.  Please be in prayer regarding how you can be in-

volved with VBS this year.  Your kindness and support of our children is so very appreciated. May 

God bless your summer with wonder, love, safety and rest.  

 

In Christ's Love,  

Jaimie Cline  
Upcoming Events:  

 

June 9:   10:00 a.m.  Children Singing @ Unified Service 

July 21:  9:45-10:45 a.m.  VBS Disciples Sign Up & Training 

August 12-17:  6:00-8:30 p.m.  In The Wild VBS 
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HOSPITAL  VISITATION  FOR  MAY 
 

          May 26 - June 8      Paulette Brice 

   June 9 - 22      Marilyn Kosak 

   June 23 - July 6      Sally Lemke 

June Circle Meetings 
 

Circle of Patience: Sunday, June 2  3:00 p.m.   Room 25 

   Program:  Harriett Lethermon 

   Hostesses:   Elizabeth & Harriet Lethermon 

    

Circle of Goodness: Thursday, June 13  10:00 a.m.   Room 25 

   Program:  Marilyn Kosak  

   Hostess:  Annemarie Couture 

   Card Ministry:  Kay Peak 

Cozy Mountain ~ Women’s Retreat Recap 
 

On April 26 - 28, twenty-five women (four of whom were from Amy Carpenter’s church in Evans, 

Georgia) shared a weekend of fellowship, spiritual growth and just plain fun, at the Blowing Rock 

Conference Center. Seven of our Holy Trinity disciples presented sessions centering around the 

story of Ruth and Naomi.  
 

These sessions included table discussions within small getaway groups. One session, based on the 

gleaning of Ruth in Boaz’s field, involved preparing bags of bean and barley dried soup mix. We 

then had the choice of taking our prepared bag of soup to someone in need or leaving it for a group 

project. Twenty-seven bags will be given to Family Promise to be shared with families as they 

move out on their own. (Ask Anita and Ellie about the aroma in the car as they drove down the 

mountain.)  
 

After our evening sessions both nights, we enjoyed sitting in front of the gas logs laughing and 

playing Catch Phrase and other group games. We do have some competitive disciples!!! Our own 

Amy Carpenter closed our weekend with Sunday morning worship which including communion 

and lots of hugs. 
 

Tentative dates for next year’s retreat:  April 24-26, 2020 at the Blowing Rock Conference Center. 
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Dear Friends at Holy Trinity, 

 Thank you for your support for a student and for the Lutheran Studies program! 

   Mary Havens,  

   Director, Lutheran Studies, Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary 
 

Dear Faithful Congregation, 

 Please express CAM’s thanks to all for collecting food for our pantry during the month of 

April.  We appreciate the efforts of the many people in our community to help their neighbors in 

need!  Because of the commitment of congregations like yours, our food pantry is better stocked 

and offers a wider variety of food than other food pantries in the Gastonia area. 

 Thanks again for being a partner with CAM to provide assistance to those in need. 

   Kimberly S. Wheeler,  

   Executive Director, Crisis Assistance Ministry of Greater Gaston 

PRAYER   UPDATE  ON  LEAH  SHARIBU 

Keep Praying…  Sign a Petition… 
 

A letter from Jay Sekulow, of the American Center for Law and Justice:  

 

Most girls look forward to their sixteenth birthday. But kidnapped Christian teen Leah Sharibu will 

not get to celebrate hers. Today (May 14) is Leah’s 16th birthday, but she remains a hostage of the 

violent Nigerian Islamic militia Boko Haram. Leah was one of 110 girls kidnapped at  

gunpoint last year, and she remains their lone captive because she won’t renounce her faith in Jesus. 

 

The terrorists threatened to murder Leah, or enslave her for life. They’ve demanded an outrageous 

ransom for her release.  In a recorded message, courageous Leah asked the public to “help my moth-

er, my father, my younger brother and relatives.” Her selfless faith is humbling.  

 

We’ve gone to the United Nations, and we continue urging the international community to take ac-

tion to free Leah and put an end to Boko Haram’s reign of terror. No Christian should suffer this 

way for their faith—especially a child. For Leah’s 16th birthday, demand she be freed and reunited 

with her heartbroken family. 

 

---------------------- 

 

We at Holy Trinity continue to pray for Leah’s release. You can sign a petition for her at:   https://

aclj.org/save-christian-schoolgirl-leah-sharibu 

https://aclj.org/save-christian-schoolgirl-leah-sharibu
https://aclj.org/save-christian-schoolgirl-leah-sharibu


 Maren East, for  safety and fruitful work while on mission in the Middle East  

 Brian Buchanan, in need of a kidney transplant and living (type O blood) donor   

 Joel Henry and family, at the death of his mother  on 5/24 

 Brenda Deal, for  her  health and upcoming surgery 

 David Fogle, for  healing and health concerns  

 Gene Keller, for  healing and for  a treatment plan 

 Homebound: Caroline Banker , Anne Beam, Mason Carpenter , 

 Ann Keyser, Dave Lemke, Larry McSpadden, Ann Riggs, Martha Smith, 

 Bill & Betty Williams, Iris Work 

 For our country to grow in ways that value the sanctity of life 

 For the unsaved, and for  the Holy Spir it to work in the spir it of HT Disciples, giving us a 

passion to share Christ 

 For houses of worship worldwide, especially the Church, for  God’s peace and protection 

 Discernment for the NALC, in the process of electing a new Bishop this August  

 The Family of Alva Matthews, for  God’s will in their  lives, especially for  her  son  

 Scotty Limbaugh, grandson of Shir ley Anderson, in pain with a bone infection 

 (osteomyelitis) in his leg, which may lead to surgery 

 Darryll Smith, cousin of Boyce Kinley, hospitalized after  falling from a roof 

 Candy Lawrence, sister  of Gwen Nenninger , health concerns 

 Leon Hudson, for  healing of severe burns on arms and legs, and the surger ies to follow. 

 Prayers requested by Jessica Dampier 

 Asher Ammons, 8 year  old with cancer  - prayers for reduction of steroids needed, so he may 

 return to St. Jude’s. Prayers requested by Pepie Jones.  

 For release of  Leah Sharibu, Chr istian teenager  held as a slave by Boko Haram  

 Pr. Yousef Nadarkhani, ar rested for  his Christian witness in a Muslim country 

 Robin Simmons, daughter of Iris Work, for overall health 

 Family & friends serving in the military:  Mitch Wells (Kuwait), Jonathan Br inkley (ND), 

 Brett Boyd (TX), Bessie Evans (Japan), Brandon Leslie, Andrew Lambert,  

 Michael Gray (Kuwait)  

If you would like your name or someone else’s name added to the prayer list, please  fill-out a prayer card at 

church, email, or call the church office. Only the hospitalized and grieving members are added automatically. 
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With special joy, we recognize and celebrate these birthdays in the months of  

June & July.  We are thankful for the life and spirit of the birthdays we celebrate.   

May the blessings of God flow in the life of each of you. 

2 Brooke Barnes, Fred Cloninger 

3 Jimmy Holloway 

4 Layne Rickle 

5 Bill Eaker 

6 Cindy Isenhour 

7 Charlie Black, Bob Kosak 

9  Evie Heffner, Chevis King,  

 Samantha Thomas 

10  Dennis Christman, Anna Houser,  

 Marty Ramey 

11 Cissy Belton, Cam Doster, Teagan 

 Green 

14  Jordan Bryant, Kailey Hinds, Nancy 

 Rabb 

15 Rachel Toelkes 

16 Judy Zander 

17 Charlie Niemeyer 

18 Will Niemeyer 

19 Cody Carpenter, Melodie Garrison 

20 Libby Toler 

21 Brenda Deal, Harrison Frye, Gwen 

 Nenninger 

22 Derriel Link 

24 Trenton Abernathy 

26 Brittani Wells 

27 Pam Briant 

29 Linda Anderson, Charlene Linsenmayer 

 

1 Jaine Burleson, Beth Brittain 

2 Ellie Holloway, Sally Lemke 

4 Tess Gibbons 

5  Lexi Barnhill, Leisa Brown, Dick  

 Dubler, Jared Godwin 

6 Teresa Hawkins 

7 Dontavius McClure, John Siler 

9 Claire Lemke, Ana Mathews 

11 Kerri Luksa, Christopher Sisk 

12 Don Huffstetler 

13 David Lindley, Philip Wyatt 

14 Samantha Kirby 

15 Tia Hinds, Judy Weatherford 

16 Mona Fulton 

17 Martha Smith 

18 David Clanton, Barbara Kies 

19 Brian Buchanan 

20 Gene Keller 

21 Mike Brunnemer, Ann Keyser 

22 Ann Riggs 

23 Noah Brown 

24 Karen Beam 

26 Nicky Hutto 

27 Eleni Bowersock 

28 Jacob Lineberry 

29 Glenn Rupp 

30 Kristi Carpenter, Carolyn Niemeyer, 

 John Waldrop 

        SPECIAL  SAINT  OF  HOLY  TRINITY  

  

Martha Smith will celebrate her 99th birthday on July 17.   

Please help us wish Martha a happy birthday by sending her a card to: 

2012 Union Road, Gastonia  NC  28054 
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Knowing, Loving and Sharing Christ 
Phone:  704-864-0378 Fax:  704-864-4959 

Website:  www.holytrinitygastonia.org 
 

MINISTRY  STAFF 
 

Lead Pastor    Braxton East  brack@holytrinitygastonia.org 

Associate Pastor    Jason Dampier  jason@holytrinitygastonia.org 

Director of Music Ministries  Chris Murphy  chris@holytrinitygastonia.org 

Organist     Dr. John Siler  jsiler4@att.net 

Children’s Ministry Director  Jaimie Cline  jaimie@holytrinitygastonia.org 

Church Office Administrator  Teddi Daniels  teddi@holytrinitygastonia.org 

Facility & Ministry Administrator  Ellie Holloway  ellie@holytrinitygastonia.org 

Custodian    David Stephens 

Nursery Supervisor   Katheryn Dockery, 

     Shaina Hinds 


