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UNIFIED  WORSHIP  SERVICE 

All Saint’s Sunday 

November 3 at 10:00 a.m. 
 

 

We will gather together for a time of unity and worship on Sunday, November 3 at 10:00 a.m. as we 

observe All Saint’s Sunday. It’s especially fitting to gather together as we remember those saints of 

Holy Trinity who have died in this life and are now receiving the outcome of their faith in Jesus.  

Each year, on All Saints Sunday, we light a candle and have a special remembrance for those among 

us who have died since the last All Saint’s Sunday. We will also remember those whose names your 

have written in this year’s “All Saints Book of Remembrance” which has been available in the Con-

nector since mid-October. It’s a special day to remember with love those faithful believers who are 

now with Jesus, and to be reminded that we who trust in Jesus will see them again. 

  

Those saints of Holy Trinity who have died since All Saint’s Day last year, whom we will be re-

membering this year at the Unified Worship service, are: 

 

  Betty Thomas Leonhardt  November 3, 2018 

  Helen Luker McSpadden  December 30, 2018 

  John Bryan Norton   August 8, 2019 

  Mason Chandler Carpenter  August 13, 2019 

 

Our schedule for November 3 will be: 

 

  8:30 a.m.   Operation Christmas Child “Snack and Pack” event. 

   (See the article on page 3 for details) 
 

 10:00 a.m.  Unified Worship for All Saints Sunday, in the Sanctuary 

DON’T  FORGET  TO  FALL BACK! 
 

Don’t forget to turn your clocks back one hour before you go to bed on  

Saturday, November 2.  

 It’s the end of Daylight Savings Time for this year. 
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SNACK  AND  PACK! 

Sunday, November 3 
 

Don’t forget Snack and Pack on Sunday, November 3! The fun starts at 8:30 a.m. with a light 

breakfast followed by packing the shoeboxes. 
 

What goes into the shoeboxes? 

 Wow Items such as: 

 -  a doll 

 -  soccer ball with pump  

 -  stuffed animal 

 Fun toys 

 Hygiene items 

 School supplies 

 But most of all PRAYERS for children around the world 
 

Please note:  NO candy this year. 

 

If possible, please include a $9 check payable to “Operation Christmas Child” to cover shipping.   

 

You can also donate online and follow where your shoebox goes. Go to Operation Christmas 

Child, scroll down to follow your shoebox, and follow the instructions.  

 

See you on November 3! 

“INVITE  A  FRIEND”  SUNDAY - NOVEMBER 24 

Who Are the People Around You Daily Whom You Could Invite to Jesus? 
 

The definition of the word “neighborhood” is typically: a defined area where people 

live. But there are actually many “neighborhoods” that we live in:  the 

“neighborhood - neighborhood” where our home is, our “work - neighborhood,” 

our “recreation/social - neighborhood” and more… These neighborhoods are all 

places where we know people. In your “neighborhoods,” who do you know that 

you could invite to join you on a Sunday morning to worship God? 

 

We will be having an “Invite a Friend” Sunday on November 24. This is a new thing for Holy Trini-

ty.  Our goal is not to “get more butts in the pews” but rather our goal is to help you in your personal 

goal of “sharing faith” with others.  This can be a low-stress way of opening a conversation about 

Jesus with someone. On Sunday, November 24, we will be having our “normal” worship  

services. We won’t be doing anything “weird” to our guests, other than inviting them to wear a 

nametag just as everyone else will be doing. We’ll be extra-sensitive that day to welcome guests.   

This opportunity can be a growing experience for you as you stretch your faith to invite someone, 

AND it can be a life-changing experience for your guest who may be connecting or re-connecting 

with God.  Be thinking now about someone you can invite! 
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This month, I had the pleasure of joining the SonShiners on a tour of the Waldensian Trail of Faith. It 

was a humbling experience to witness what many of our brothers and sisters in Christ suffered for the 

sake of the Gospel. For those that don’t know, the Waldensians were a faithful people who underwent 

heavy persecution for clinging to their religious convictions. For a period of time, they had to worship 

in caves because it was not safe to worship in public. Also, before one was sent out into the mission 

field to spread the Gospel, they had to memorize the Bible, and after they left the school, they had a 

life expectancy of 2 years due to the risk of being caught! Hearing their story strengthened my faith in 

the power of the gospel and the hope we have in all circumstances.  

 

Their story made me ponder, though, would I be willing to do the same? Would I be able to place my 

trust in the promises of Christ under the same circumstances that they faced? I don’t know the 

answers to these questions, but they changed my perspective a bit when looking at our current 

conditions. Today, we live in a culture that seems to be increasingly in opposition to the church. Not 

to mention, we are experiencing more and more violence around us internationally, around our 

country, and in our communities. Even still, the dangers we face pale in comparison to what they did. 

The truth is, Jesus doesn’t promise us freedom from suffering or safety in this life, but that does not 

mean we have to live in fear. We can face the threats and dangers before us trusting that God is in 

control, he will have the last word, and he has promised to return to make all things new. I pray that 

we may all learn from our Waldensian brothers and sisters and cling to the hope we have in Jesus 

while boldly sharing His love with those around us no matter the cost. God’s peace be with you all! 
 

Blessings, 

Pastor Jason 

COMMUNITY  THANKSGIVING  WORSHIP  SERVICE 

Sunday, November 24 at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Each year, the “downtown area” churches of Gastonia come together for a Community Thanksgiving 

Worship service.  This year, the service will be at First United Methodist Church on Sunday, Novem-

ber 24 at 5:00 pm.  It is being held earlier in the evening in order to encourage more families with 

young children to attend.  There will be a children’s message and children’s church for young people.  

As usual, there will be a mass choir made up of singers from all the participating churches.  Pastors 

from all the churches will be helping to lead the service.  This year’s preacher will be Rev. Father  

Lucas Rossi of St. Michael’s Catholic Church.  Our tradition is to have one of the “newer-to Gastonia” 

pastors preach.  There is enough turnover among the leadership of the churches that Pastor Jason has 

not yet had an opportunity to preach, and Pastor Brack last preached in 2006.  And, something new  

this year:  The youth from  all the churches will be gathering afterwards for a pot-luck meal. 
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SONSHINERS’  NOVEMBER  MEETING 

The Rev. Kitty Tompkins to Speak 

 
Rev. Kitty Tompkins, former Holy Trinity Lutheran Pastor to Seniors, will speak to the SONshiners 

at their upcoming November meeting. The meeting will be held on Tuesday, November 12 at 11:00 

a.m. at Jackson's Cafeteria in Akers Shopping Center in Gastonia.  Her  topic in keeping with 

the Thanksgiving season will be centered on "Christians, Count your Blessings."  Pastor Kitty is 

now serving a Presbyterian church in Forest City. 

 

Holy Trinity SONshiners are encouraged to come and bring a guest.  Each attendee is asked to go 

through the line and purchase the meal of his/her choice and come to the special dining room.   

 

Also, November will be a time that we will be collecting warm clothing for the elementary school 

children at Lingerfeldt and Sherwood Schools. Suggested items are gloves, mittens, hats, winter 

scarves, socks, etc. 

A  CONGREGATIONAL  THANK  YOU  FROM  THE  SONSHINERS 

The SONshiners would like to thank the congregation for their response for the past 5 years in  

support of our Holiday Meal program for needy families in our Lingerfeldt community.  We asked, 

you felt the need and graciously responded!  This year, we will be using monies from our  

Endowment Grant for this project.  Therefore, we no longer need to urge our congregation to give 

to this cause.  The SONshiners are grateful for you and grateful for our Endowment monies.  Our 

Lingerfeldt families will once again have a full Thanksgiving meal and a Christmas ham.  God is 

good! 

CHRISMON  ALERT! 
 

The Advent Season is forthcoming!  The Seasonal Decorations Team and the Chrismon Team are 

ready for action.  In the Sanctuary, we plan to return the garlands around the choir lofts and add addi-

tional wreaths to the walls.  To adorn the garlands, we need to make more Chrismons. 

 

Anyone in the congregation who would like to learn to make Chrismons and those who have been 

trained are encouraged to come to help.  We will meet in the PLC every Wednesday afternoon from 

3:00 to 5:00 p.m. in November and the first and third Sunday afternoon 3:00 to 5:00 p.m.  If 

you cannot come and would still like to help, please see Pepie Jones or Janet Green for information.  

We need YOU! 
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MEN’S  MINISTRY  UPCOMING  EVENTS 

 

M&M Night 
 

The Men’s Ministry will be having M&M Night (Meal & Movie Night) on Saturday, November 9  

at 6:30 p.m. We’ll will be enjoying Bruce Zanders’ famous smoked meatloaf followed by ice cream 

sundaes and watching “Run the Race.” Come on out and enjoy great food, a good movie and  

fellowship. Please sign up if you are planning to attend so Bruce has enough for all of us to eat. 

Contact Bob Barnhill if you have any questions @ 803-240-6103. 

 
 

November Meeting 
 

The Men’s Ministry monthly meeting will be held on Thursday, November 7 at 7:00 p.m. at the 

Church. All men are welcome. We have lots to discuss and we will be looking at plans for next 

year.  Please contact Bob Barnhill if you have any questions. 

COUNCIL  ELECTION  UPDATE 

Electing Council Members to Serve in 2020-2022 
 

On October 13, we conducted the Nominating Ballot for Council. The results of the nomination  

process are the following eight people: 

 

   Chuck Biddle 

   Dale Christman 

   Dan Hawkins 

   Gene Keller 

   Bob Kosak 

   Carolyn Niemeyer 

   Tim O’Donohue 

     Ray Sparks 

 

Ministry profiles can be found on an insert in this newsletter.   
 

At this time, we intend to conduct the next ballot on Sunday, November 10. Each voting member of 

the congregation is encouraged to vote for four people on this ballot. The ballot will be held during 

the announcement times of each worship service. If four nominees do not receive majority votes, 

then there will be subsequent ballots on the weeks to follow until four Council members are elected. 
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ARK  ENCOUNTER  &  CREATION  MUSEUM  TOUR 

 October 7-10, 2020 
 

And the Lord said, I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth….but Noah 

found grace in the eyes of the Lord and God said unto Noah….Make thee an ark of gopher wood: 

rooms shalt thou make in the ark and shall pitch it within and without with pitch.  The length of the 

ark shall be 300 cubits, the breadth of it 50 cubits & the height of it 30 cubits.  A window shalt thou 

make in the ark and the door shalt thou set in the side of the ark.  With lower, second & third sto-

ries shalt thou make it…. 

 

This is one of the greatest of all stories in the Bible.  And now, for the first time in history, you’ll 

be able to tour an exact replica of Noah’s Ark in Williamstown, Kentucky!  At over 500 feet long, 

80 feet wide and 50 foot high, with three stores, a window & door, the construction of the ark is 

based on an accurate Biblical account of the original dimensions, shape & form.  We invite you to 

join us for this “life changing” tour. 

 

Highlights of the tour include: 

 Deluxe Motor coach transportation – late model deluxe 56 passenger coach 

 Three Nights first class hotel accommodations with a hot breakfast each morning at the hotel. 

 Reserved admission to the Ark Encounter, complete with walk through tour of all 3 stories of 

the Ark, with staff to explain the construction process, about the cages for the animals, how 

food was stored, & Noah and family’s living quarters, etc. See the zoo and you may be able to 

experience a program in the newly constructed auditorium!! 

 Reserved admission to the Creation Museum. A 70,000 square foot, state of the art facility.  

Experience the Bible and history in a unique way. Walk through the pages of God’s Word & 

encounter Creation, Corruption, Catastrophe, Christ, the Cross & Consummation through en-

gaging exhibits (plus the gardens, and petting zoo!!) 

 Dinner Boat Cruise of the Ohio River 

 Guided Tour of Cincinnati and Northern Kentucky 

 Visit to Cumberland Falls 

 A delicious lunch at the Applewood Farmhouse Grill 

 A driving tour through the horse country of Kentucky 

 

Special Price Per Person:  $469.00 Double / $461.00 Triple / $457.00 Quad / $619 Single 

Children ages 6-17 pay only half price when rooming with two paying adults 

A deposit of $50.00 per person is due at the time of booking.  We will provide you  

with special envelopes to make additional payments over the coming year. 

Balance due 30 days prior to departure.   

Reservations are strictly first come first serve basis 

 

For More Information or Reservations, see LaVada Barnhill or Anna Houser in the Welcome 

Center on either Sunday, November 10 or November 17. You may also contact LaVada: htark-

trip@yahoo.com /803.767.8740 or Anna: annaplus2girls@gmail.com / 704.813.6560. 

mailto:htarktrip@yahoo.com
mailto:htarktrip@yahoo.com
mailto:annaplus2girls@gmail.com
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DISCIPLESHIP:  JOINING  JESUS  ON  HIS  MISSION 

Continuing our Emphasis on “Sharing Faith” 
 

Sometimes we are tempted to think that in the church are “working for Jesus.” As we read the 

Gospels carefully, we can see another angle to consider: Jesus is God-in-the-flesh who came to this 

earth to save us and all people from an awful eternity apart from God. He did this in his death on the 

cross, taking away the sins of the world. In addition to being the Savior of the world, Jesus has 

promised to build his church. By the Spirit of Jesus, living and active in the world, he is doing that 

now!  Jesus is still on his mission, and he invites us to join him in the mission. We’re not doing it for 

him;  we are doing it with him. Jesus’ mission is about loving people to God.  Shortly before his 

crucifixion he said, “I’m giving you a NEW commandment—to love one another as I have loved 

you.” His mission is about love. He’s doing it now, and he is inviting his Church to join him in this 

mission of loving others to God. 
 

In the coming weeks and months, we’ll be talking and doing more about “Joining Jesus on His 

Mission.”  Are you ready? 

VOICES  OF  THE  MARTYRS 

Who We Serve:  Poonam in India 
 

When Poonam quietly left Hinduism in 2012, the Bible she obtained instantly became her most prized 

possession. The young Indian wife and mother of three secretly read God’s Word in her home each 

day, growing in her understanding of God’s love for her.  But she feared that her husband would dis-

cover her new faith, and he soon did.   

 

After overhearing her praying a Christian prayer one day, he found her Bible and angrily tore it to 

pieces.  “From today on you stop reading the Bible, and as long as you live in this house you better 

not pray!” he scolded.  Poonam’s husband then beat her, eventually kicking her out of the house and 

refusing to let her see their young sons and daughter. Her Christian faith cost her everything.  

 

In India, where a rise in persecution of Christians has paralleled the rise in Hindu nationalism, Bibles 

are a precious resource. They help new believers continue to grow in faith amid persecution. 

 

After losing her Bible and her family, Poonam stayed with relatives and prayed for the return of eve-

rything she had lost. A pastor and another believer who lived nearby visited Poonam regularly to pray 

with her. To her great joy, one day they gave her a new Bible provided by VOM. Poonam burst into 

tears as she received the Bible. 

 

Over time, God answered Poonam’s prayers, restoring her marriage and family. Although her hus-

band has not placed his faith in Christ, his heart has softened toward Poonam and toward the Christian 

faith. He has even attended church a few times to see how Christians worship. Poonam reads and 

studies God’s Word using her new Bible. 

 

She recently told a VOM worker that Isaiah 41:10 has special meaning for her: “Fear not, for I am 

with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you, yes, I will help you, I will up-

hold you with My righteous right hand.”  “My Bible is everything to me,” Poonam said. “It is the liv-

ing word of God. Without it, I can’t live.” 
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FAMILY  PROMISE  WILL  BE  AT  HOLY  TRINITY  NOVEMBER 17 - 24 
 

Save the date! Family Promise arrives on Sunday, November 17! Please prayerfully consider where 

the Holy Spirit is calling you to serve in this vital ministry. While the need for volunteers is great, the 

individual roles require only an hour or two of your time. It will surely be the best few hours of your 

week! 
 

Holy Trinity is such a generous, loving parish. We always have a great turnout of servants eager to 

follow the example of Jesus by ministering to our brothers and sisters who may not have a place to 

lay their heads otherwise. Thanks be to God that we at Holy Trinity are able to be part of this organi-

zation so dedicated to serving our brothers and sisters. 
 

If you are able to serve in any capacity, please sign up on the board, or speak to Pastor Brack, Pastor 

Jason, Bill Eaker, or me. 

 

Cody Carpenter 

Holy Trinity Family Promise Coordinator  

The Gaston Literacy Council is looking for volunteers to tutor second grade students 

at Lingerfeldt Elementary School for one-half to one hour each week during the 

school year.  If you have the time to help students on their journey towards literacy, 

please consider becoming a Reading Soul Mate. Your efforts will make a big differ-

ence in the life of a child and prove to be a rewarding and meaningful experience  

for both student and volunteer.  For more information, please contact Annie Anthony 

by phone at 704-860-3179 or by email at annieanthony@carolina.rr.com.  Thanks in 

  advance for your consideration!  

YORK  CHESTER:  CHANGING  LIVES  WITH  LOVE 
 

Thank you Holy Trinity Disciples for your contributions to the York Chester School Box located in 

the PLC hallway. Please be sure to place items intended for this school in this box.    
 

For November, the social worker requests:  
 

 Deodorant: Deodorant cannot be purchased with food stamps so this is a staple the chil-

dren frequently need.   

 Sweat Pants: The children range in age 11-14 and often come to school needing a change of 

clothes. It is helpful to have sweatpants on hand for them. Youth sizes S, M, L are needed. 
 

Thank you for caring and for your tremendous support!!! 

mailto:annieanthony@carolina.rr.com
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Needed:  WARM,  Clean, and Gently used Coats  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please help us Share the Warmth with others in our community. 
 

Collection Boxes will be located in the Parish Life Center in November! 

BACKPACK  WEEKEND  FOOD  PROGRAM 

Holy Trinity Disciples Help With Fundraising 
 

The Backpack Weekend Food Program, a ministry designed to send weekend meals 

home with disadvantaged students, has been a part of Holy Trinity’s ministries since 

its inception. Holy Trinity’s major role in the ministry is to provide meals for students 

at Lingerfeldt Elementary School, our closest elementary school neighbor. When the  

program first started, we hosted the monthly food delivery and sorting for the whole county.   

It wasn’t long before the program outgrew our space and found a suitable building to move to.   

The program’s initiator and first director was Carolyn Niemeyer, a Holy Trinity disciple.   

 

Several Holy Trinity disciples have served on the Board of Directors, including Mick McMahan, 

Lee Stadther and Pastor Brack. Rebecca Cloninger coordinates our weekly packaging and 

delivering of meals to Lingerfeldt. Plus:  Many, many other disciples from Holy Trinity serve to 

pack and deliver meals and more. On top of that, many Holy Trinity disciples have made financial 

gifts to assist the ministry. 

 

Each year, there is an annual county-wide fundraiser to help raise funds to fill the needs where 

churches and other organizations are not able to fully support a school.  Also there are costs for 

warehouse space and personnel. This year’s fundraiser was held on September 7 at the Schiele  

Museum. As usual, a number of Holy Trinity disciples attended and helped.  Grant Sparks 

provided music and PA services for the event. A big joy:  The community raised $76,483.00 for 

the program, nearly $21,000 more than last year! We love to celebrate when we see progress and  

momentum in ministries that share God’s love with those in need. 

 

If you would like to be involved in Holy Trinity’s schedule of weekly meal packing and delivery to 

Lingerfeldt, please contact Rebecca Cloninger. Many hands make light work! 



10 

 

We had several individuals and families join Holy Trinity on Sunday, October 20 at the 11:00 a.m. 

worship service. When you get the opportunity, please introduce yourselves to them with a warm 

welcome into our fellowship and ministries! Next month, we will share biographical information 

about them. 

Sandy & Jeff  
Dulin 

Debra Gardner 
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Brenda Jenkins, Erin 
Busler & Luke 

Dana Rice 

Stephanie Smillie, 
Annabelle &  

Lucas 
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CONGREGATIONAL  FORUM  AND  MEETING 

Adoption of the Ministry Budget for 2020 
 

On Sunday, December 1 at 4:00 p.m., we will hold a Budget Forum in the Parish Life Center (PLC), 

specifically to answer questions about the proposed 2020 budget.  This will be the best time for you 

to have any questions answered as representatives of the Church Council and church staff will be 

present. Copies of the ministry plan will be been mailed to the congregation in advance to this date. 

 

 

 

On Sunday, December 8, there will be a congregational meeting held at both worship services 

to vote on the proposed budget. As is our practice, a congregational meeting will be called to order 

at the 8:30 a.m. worship service and reconvened at the 11:00 a.m. worship service.   

 

Since this congregational meeting is in two parts, it will not be possible to answer questions from 

the floor.  We apologize for this inconvenience, but we desire to limit the amount of time spent han-

dling business of the church during the worship hour. The Church Council sincerely encourages all 

of your questions and wants to give you the opportunity to have all questions answered. The Budget 

Forum will be the time to ask your questions. If you have questions but are not able to attend the 

forum, you may contact any Church Council member, by telephone or email, to ask about the pro-

posed budget.  

 

It is the wish of the Church Council to communicate openly with each member of the congregation 

and make every attempt to keep every member informed and aware of the financial accountability of 

Holy Trinity. We welcome your input and questions and hope that you will seek answers to all of 

your questions from our church leaders. 

WORSHIP  &  MUSIC 
 

In keeping with our yearly theme of “sharing faith,” our Worship and Music Committee  

is sponsoring an Invite-a-Friend day! On Sunday, November 24 (Christ the King Sunday),  

we want to encourage everyone in our congregation to invite a friend or family member to worship.  

 

When God calls us to discipleship, he also invites us to help in his mission of spreading the good 

news of the kingdom. Therefore, we are asking that all of you be in prayer in the coming days to 

discern who it is in your life that you feel you might be led to reach out to. The goal is not to “fill 

the seats,” bur more fully participate in our vision of knowing, loving, and sharing Christ.  

 

Peace, 

Chris Murphy 

Director of Music Ministries 
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COUNCIL  PRESIDENT’S  MESSAGE 
 

Holy Trinity Disciples, 

 

This year seems to be flying by and my term as president is nearing its end. Fall is upon  

us, Advent and Christmas will be here before we know it! We do have important business to take 

care of before the end of the year though. The council election process has already begun and will 

continue until we elect four new council members. We are also preparing the 2020 budget.  

Please be in prayer for Holy Trinity during these processes. 

 

I recently attended the "Men's Ministry Retreat" in Laurel Ridge, North Carolina. It is a beautiful 

location and the Moravian campus is an excellent facility. We had 17 men in attendance and Pastor 

Brian Zaas took us through an excellent, shortened version of a multi-week study called "Joining 

Jesus On His Mission". You will be hearing more about this at a later date. This study is aimed at 

helping us understand practical ways to overcome our reluctance to be disciples and to understand 

that "We're not on mission for Jesus but with Jesus!”  God has a plan for everyone and we are given 

the privilege of helping him as we continue "Knowing, Loving and Sharing Christ!” 

 

John 1:14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  
 

Bill Eaker 

2019 Church Council President 

MESSIAH  SING-ALONG 

Monday, December 9  

Davidson College Presbyterian Church 
 

The Back to Basics class would like to invite you to join us, along with the Davidson College 

Choirs and community members from Statesville to Charlotte, to sing choruses and hear student 

soloists sing Handel’s Messiah. Musical accompaniment will be provided by members of the North 

Carolina Baroque Orchestra and organ. Whether you wish to sing, or simply listen, you'll love being 

a part of the performance of this timeless classic.  
 

You may purchase tickets to register for your place in the chorus, or as a listening member of the 

audience. (Singers please bring your own score.) After taxes and fees, the tickets are $12.18 each.  

You may purchase them online at https://www.etix.com/ticket/v/12215/davidson-college-

presbyterian-church or by calling the box office (704-894-2135). 
 

If you would like to carpool or ride in the church van to Davidson, please meet in the parking lot of 

the church in time to leave at 4:00 p.m. This will give us time to enjoy dinner prior to the doors 

opening at 6:30 p.m. 
 

If you have any questions or would like more information, please contact Anna Houser at 704-813-

6560 / annaplus2girls@gmail.com. 

https://www.etix.com/ticket/v/12215/davidson-college-presbyterian-church
https://www.etix.com/ticket/v/12215/davidson-college-presbyterian-church
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ENDOWMENT  COMMITTEE  ANNOUNCES  2020  GRANTS 
 

Endowment Committee met on Sunday, October 6 to review all Endowment Grant applications, to discuss all 

requests in detail and to determine, in accordance to the By-Laws of the Endowment Fund, its recommenda-

tions for grant funding, and provide a final submission of the committee recommendations to Church Council 

at their October Meeting. The Holy Trinity Church Council has reviewed all submissions and has accepted and 

approved the following grants.  The Endowment Committee will disburse the funds beginning January 2, 2020. 
 

This year, the Committee received 38 grant requests that totaled $137,602 in funding. Based on investment 

fund balances as of September 30, 2019 of $2,683,872, the Committee made a funding decision of allocating 

3.99% or $107,335.81 (updated By-Laws allow for the Committee to fund up to 4% of fund balances). This 

amount, plus the carryover funding from the remaining unfunded grant requests from 2018 of $5,064.19, pro-

vided the Committee with a total funding amount of $112,400. Based on the recommended funding level of 

$112,400 and the total amount of proposed funding requests at $137,602, the Committee was charged with 

reducing the overall requests by $25,202. 
 

The following spreadsheet shows a breakdown of funds awarded. Under Capital, $36,947 of the $38,297 in 

requests was awarded with only a reduction in the Welcome Center Renovations. Under the category of Train-

ing/Scholarships grants awarded totaled $23,645 of the $26,645 requested with only a reduction in the 

request for the Congregational Trip and the Men’s Ministry Retreat. Under Outreach, $27,400 of the $38,300 in 

requests was awarded. This area saw the largest reduction of the four categories with all requests being funding 

in full or at a reduced amount. Under Missions, $24,408 of the $34,360 in requests was awarded based on prior 

year giving levels. A request from Mills River was denied due to the request of the NALC Mission Congrega-

tions that was fully funded allowing support for Mills River Mission Church.  The Reach 100 request was de-

nied due to the fact that our youth no longer attend this camp.  
 

In summary, I want to extend special recognition and thanks to the Endowment Committee Members: Janet 

Green, Gwen Nenninger, Grant Sparks and Bob Ferguson for their engagement and support. Also in attendance 

at our meeting and providing valuable support and information was Bill Eaker, Council President and Pastor 

Brack East, Lead Pastor. This was a wonderful process and we are truly blessed to have not only the financial 

resources to fund these requests but also the people who are servants to this process.  

 

In His Service, 

Barbara Kies 

Endowment Committee Chair 

2020 Endowment Grants 
 

CAPITAL   

Debt Reduction 25,000 

Church Office IT 4,207 

Welcome Center Renovations Rm 23 2,650 

Renovations Rm 25 2,000 

Live Streaming Worship 1,300 

PLC Drum Set Updates 1,040 

Mission Banner Collage 750 

  36,947 
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TRAINING/SCHOLARSHIPS   

Congregational Trip - Ark Encounter 2,500 

Continuing Education for Pastor Brack 4,650 

Leadership Conference for Holy Trinity Leaders 3,500 

Continuing Education for Chris Murphy 3,200 

Scholarships/Camperships for Youth & Children 3,000 

Confirmation Camp 2,625 

Continuing Education for Jason Dampier 2,470 

Men's Ministry Retreat 1,000 

Scholarship for Women’s Retreat 400 

Spiritual Leader for Women's Retreat 300 

 23,645 

OUTREACH   

Backpack Food Program 12,500 

Camp Sertoma of Gaston County 2,500 

Community Healing & Worship Service 1,500 

Samaritan's Purse International Relief 1,000 

NALC Disaster Relief 1,500 

Holiday Meals for Lingerfeldt families 3,000 

Networx/Resource Connection Gateway 1,500 

Men's Ministry Handicap Ramp Ministry 1,000 

Lutheran Men of NALC 1,000 

Place of Refuge 1,000 

Young Life of Gaston County 400 

Lutheran Services of Gaston County 500 

  27,400 

MISSIONS   

Youth Work Camp 7,008 

Casa Bernabe Orphanage 6,000 

Rob & Mauri (Lybrand) Moser 3,000 

Voice of the Martyrs 1,500 

NALC Mission Congregations 3,000 

Filter of Hope 2,900 

Matthew 25:40 Support 1,000 

  24,408 
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PROPERTY  NEWS 

 
We are in the process of transforming the heat in our main building from a 

furnace heat system over to heat pumps (see line #6 above). The new equipment  

has been ordered and installation will begin a.s.a.p.  

 

This project will involve the replacement of 15 A/C units and two gas units (all installed in 1994) 

and modifying the new A/C equipment in the sanctuary. Please bear with us during this time! 

Hopefully it won’t be too cold before then! 

CHURCH  COUNCIL  HIGHLIGHTS 

From the regular October Council meeting 
 

At the Church Council meeting held on October 21, the following actions were  

taken: 

 

1.  Pastor Brack led a Bible study on life-to-life discipleship and Acts 2:42-47. 
 

2.  Endowment grants for 2020 were approved, as presented by the Endowment Committee. 

 

3.  Benevolence gift disbursements for the 3rd quarter were approved, as presented by the 

Benevolence Committee. 

 

4.  Began the annual membership review, as per the constitution.   

 

5.  Major pipe organ repairs were authorized, with approval of disbursements from the Organ Repair 

Fund. Work to begin after the first of the year. 

 

6.  Was informed that due to a natural gas leak, the boiler for the main building is out of service.  

Council approved repairs and modifications which will eliminate the need for the 70-year old boiler, 

and install heat pumps throughout the building which would use existing air conditioning ductwork.  

Council approved the immediate disbursement of available funds to purchase and install the new 

equipment, and the Treasurer will present a financial plan at the next meeting.  

 

7.  Conditionally approved the request of an after-school care group, Ignited Minds Childcare, to use 

Holy Trinity facilities temporarily, through the end of the year, while their new space is under 

construction. This group serves special education students from Webb Street School.    

 

8.  Received the report from the Personnel Committee that plans for offering a study/rest sabbatical to 

Pastor Brack are delayed until 2021, due to Pastor Brack’s preference and the timing of potential 

sabbatical grant cycles. 

 

9.  Received a report on the progress of Council nominations and plans for the 2019 elections. 

 

10.  Did not receive the appraisal of the parking lot property at the NW corner of Chester/Garrison, 

due to realtor delays. 

 

11.  Received reports from Treasurer, Pastors, and Staff.  
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HOW  DO  YOUR  FINANCIAL  GIFTS  GLORIFY  GOD? 
 

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. (Matthew 6:21 NIV) 

Our Giving is an act of Worship. In light of what Christ has done for us on the cross and the amazing 

grace we receive, our giving should be a reflection of what our heart treasures. Our giving should be 

viewed as a part of our worship to the Lord. If we are just giving to mark off a line on our spiritual 

checklist, we are merely involved in charity and we are missing out on the great joy of being a cheer-

ful giver.  

 

We give because God has given to us. God has given us everything (James 1:17). He gave His Son to 

provide for our salvation. He has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in Christ (Ephesians 1:13). 

He “richly supplies us with all things to enjoy” (1 Timothy 6:17). Because He has given so abun-

dantly to us, we should respond by giving generously back to Him. What is your response to those 

blessings God has bestowed on you? 

 

For those that like numbers… 

 

Noted below, we show our September 2019 offerings compared with our monthly budgeted ministry 

plan. Our staff and leaders continue to manage our expenditures. Our church leadership is doing their 

best to be good stewards of our financial resources.  

 

 
 

Thank you for your continued support of the ministries of Holy Trinity, 

Lee Stadther 

Church Council Treasurer 2019 

 

  Month of         

September 2019 

YTD through  

September 2019 

 

       Gifts Received: 

 

$48,089 

 

$405,479 
 

       Budget for Ministries: $60,540 $472,214 
 

       Difference: ($12,451) ($66,735) 

      

Previous Year (2018) Comparison: $51,578 $379,671 

Difference between 2019 and 2018: ($3,489) $25,808 
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CHILDREN’S  MINISTRIES  FOR  NOVEMBER 

 

Matthew 18:5 “And whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me.” 

 

Praise and thanksgiving are our focus for this month. We have enjoyed some amazing fall adventures 

with our family and children’s ministries this past month and are looking forward to our upcoming 

opportunities to help lead the congregation in worship in the coming months. Singing, hand chimes, 

learning how to tell the stories of Jesus through an animal puppet ministry and sharing Jesus with 

those around us are all on the agenda in the coming months.  
 

To recap October, we had a wonderful family bowling outing, a fun Vacation Bible Camp Day and a 

trip to see some of God’s most incredible creatures at Tiger World. Our Vacation Bible Camp day 

introduced our campers to Jesus at different points in His ministry so that our young disciples under-

stand how Jesus lived, the miracles He performed, the temptation, the pain, and the sadness He en-

dured for our sake. Most importantly they learned about His victory over death and sin so that we 

can have life with Him forever. It was an awesome day for our children’s ministries and I want to 

send out a huge thank you to Martha, Cody, Danny and Holly for your help. Your enthusiasm and 

help with creating a great camp day was incredible.  
 

In November, we will continue working on our young disciples choir and hand chimes music for 

Advent and Christmas. We will have a Parents’ Night Out on November 22 with Thanksgiving 

themed lessons and activities for the kids. On November 24, we will also vote on our volunteering 

opportunities for December. As we look forward to the Advent season, we want to share the love and 

hope of Jesus with others in our community.  
 

When I consider my blessings personally and for our children’s ministries, the wonderful people in 

this congregation are always counted among the greatest blessings. Thank you all for your support of 

the children’s ministries at Holy Trinity and I look forward to sharing news of our upcoming activi-

ties with you!  Happy Thanksgiving! 
 

In Christ’s Love, 

Jaimie Cline 

Upcoming Events: 
November 6, 13 & 20:  Children’s Choir & Chimes 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

November 22:   Thanksgiving Parent’s Night Out (Time TBA) 

November 24:   Community Thanksgiving Service & Tony’s Ice Cream afterwards 
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NOVEMBER  YOUTH  CALENDAR 
 

November 3  SNL 

November 10  SNL 

November 17  Prayer Partner Fellowship 

November 24  Thanksgiving Community Fellowship 

 

 

CALLING ALL PRAYER PARTNERS!!  
 

On Sunday, November 17, we will be having a Prayer Partner Fellowship at 5:00 p.m. Our prayer 

partner ministry is very important to us and our youth, so this time will serve as a moment to 

strengthen our relationships with our prayer partners. Expect to have a great time of fellowship and 

great food. Hope to see you all there! 

 

 

RAKE  AND  RUN 

 
It’s that time again! The leaves are starting to fall so we will be planning our annual  

Rake and Run. We already have dates reserved on our youth calendar to help those  

who are in need of assistance with their leaves. For anyone that is in need of assistance, please 

contact the church office so that we can make our plans or speak to Pastor Jason. 
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Soleful Saturday Day Retreat 

Saturday, November 2 ~ 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  

 

Please join us on Saturday, November 2 for Soleful Saturday; a one-day retreat that will include wor-

ship, scripture, fellowship and a service project. The retreat will be at Holy Trinity from 9:00 a.m. - 

3:00 p.m. and will include lunch and snacks. The cost will be $15 which will cover the costs of food 

and the materials needed for the service project. If you are interested, please contact Heather Peoples 

at 704-868-6115 or heather.peoples@gmail.com. 

November Circle Meetings 
 

Circle of Patience: Sunday, November 3   3:00 p.m. Room 25 

   Program:  Harriet Lethermon 

   Hostesses:  Holly Hawkins & Cynthia Mercer     

 

Circle of Goodness: Thursday, November 14  10:00 a.m.  Room 25 

   Program:  Marie Ferguson 

   Hostess:  Kay Peak 

   Card Ministry:  Shirley Anderson 

Women’s Board Meeting 
 

The Women’s Board will meet on Sunday, November 10 at 3:00 p.m. 

Love Does. . . 
 

The Women of Holy Trinity are continuing to collect full-sized hygiene/toiletry items for the  

Domestic Violence Shelter. Please place your donations in the Love Does… corner of the PLC and 

they will be taken to the shelter.  Thank you! 

mailto:heather.peoples@gmail.com
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SPECIAL  SAINT  OF  HOLY  TRINITY  

 

Larry McSpadden will celebrate his 93rd birthday on November 5!   
 

Please help us wish Larry a happy birthday by sending him a card to: 

1351 Robinwood Rd., B-301, Gastonia NC  28054 

 

HOSPITAL  VISITATION  FOR  NOVEMBER 
 

      October 27 - November 9  Marilyn Kosak 

 November 10 - 23   Sally Lemke 

 November 24 - December 7  Cody Carpenter 

HOME  COMMUNION  MINISTRY  FOR  NOVEMBER 

Loving Our Homebound Disciples 
 

Each month, we send out teams of ministers to bring the bread and wine of Holy  

Communion to our homebound disciples who cannot attend worship with us. Our ministers are sent 

from the worship service to extend the Sunday morning worship experience to the homebound. 

After they share the scripture from that morning, and also highlights from the sermon, they pray 

with those they are visiting and then share the bread and wine of Communion with them.   

 

The Communion visitation lay minister for November is Team 3: John Long  
 

Pastor Brack and Pastor Jason will also be visiting our  homebound disciples and having 

Communion with them in November. 

 

We thank all our communion ministers for sharing the grace of Christ with those who cannot come 

to 805 S. York Street to worship.    

To my Holy Trinity family, 

  It's a wonderful feeling to be a part of such a loving church. I am humbled by the prayers 

lifted in my name and by the caring cards and phone calls of support. While I am always strength-

ened by knowing God will get me through whatever I have to face, it certainly is an extra blessing  

to have people who care beside you. 

      Thank you! Ana Mathews 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 Ana Mathews, diagnosed with breast cancer , recover ing from surgery on 10/28 

 Amy Novinc, following hospitalization 

 Shirley Anderson, continuing nausea/dizziness due to meningioma tumors 

 Bob Frye, recover ing at Covenant Village Health Center  

 Hilda Teumer, for  continued healing of an ankle injury  

 Marilyn Kosak, undergoing physical therapy for  pinched nerves 

 Lucas Smillie, to suppor t his social and educational development  

 Kayce Winburn, (Hawkins’ nephew, living with them) at the death of his grandfather    

 John Ratz, seeking employment 

 PRAISE: Nicky Hutto, no ser ious injur ies after  a fall on 10/22 

 Homebound: Caroline Banker , Anne Beam, Ann Keyser , Dave Lemke, Lar ry 

McSpadden, Ann Riggs, Martha Smith, Hilda Teumer, Kathy Wallace, Bill & Betty Williams, 

Iris Work 

 For our country to grow in ways that value the sanctity of life 

 For those who do not yet trust Jesus for salvation, and for  the Holy Spir it to work in HT 

Disciples to give us all a passion to share Christ with others 

 York Chester and Lingerfeldt Schools – for  protection from evil influences and for  God’s 

light to shine brighter in those called by His Name 

 The McBee and Huntsinger families, as they mourn the death of Jennifer  McBee, former  

member of Holy Trinity 

 Jody Burton, undergoing cancer  treatments. Prayers requested by Bill Eaker . 

 Asher Ammons, 9 year  old with cancer , home from St. Jude’s; Prayers for  God’s 

miraculous healing, and peace for his family, requested by Pepie Jones 

 For release of  Leah Sharibu, Chr istian teenager  held as a slave by Boko Haram  

 Pr. Yousef Nadarkhani, ar rested for  his Christian witness in a Muslim country 

 Robin Simmons, daughter of Iris Work, for overall health 

 Family & friends actively serving in the military: Jonathan Brinkley (ND), Brett Boyd 

(GA), Bessie Evans (Japan), Brandon Leslie, Andrew Lambert, Luke Saylors (SC)  

If you would like your name or someone else’s name added to the prayer list, please  fill-out a prayer card at 

church, email, or call the church office. Only the hospitalized and grieving members are added automatically. 
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Did we miss your birthday?   
 

If your birthday is incorrect, or you have a birthday in November/December and your name is  

not on this list, please call the church office (704-864-0378) and give us the correct information.   

Thank You! 

With special joy, we recognize and celebrate these birthdays in the months of  

November & December.  We are thankful for the life and spirit of the birthdays we celebrate.   

May the blessings of God flow in the life of each of you. 

1 Vickey Lineberry 

3 Josie Cloninger, Sandra Lindley, Joan 

 Rickle 

5 Larry McSpadden 

6 Terri Cate 

8 William Allen, Wanda Orija 

9 Andy Faulkner 

10 Dell Guffey 

12 Maynard Bridges, David Williard 

14 Lee Young 

16 Wanda Christman 

17 Robin Kirby 

18 Kierstin Backes, Wes Barnes, Martha 

 Sofley, Trey Sutley 

22 Brack East 

23 Dennis Mercer 

24  David Abernethy, Samuel Black,  

 Charlotte Eaker, Maren East 

27 Scott Sofley, Doris Waits 

29  Christopher Hawkins 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Darlene Harper 

2 Stephanie Smillie 

3 Aydan Hawkins, Anita Stiles 

5 Vicky Heinrich, Jerry Sofley 

7 Cobey Silverstrim 

9 Missy O'Donohue 

10 Andrew Luksa, Shelly Murphy 

11 Heather Peoples 

12 Bob Burleson, Pinkney Froneberger, 

 Marilyn Kosak 

14 Eric Anderson 

15 Jacob Garrison, Kendall Garrison, 

 Rick Jones 

19 Butch Gibbons 

20 Nancy Lemke 

23 Jo Carole Carson 

26 Jane Warren 

29 Derrick Cline 

30 John Doster 

31 Bob Barnhill, Tracy Fox 



N
O

N
-P

R
O

F
IT

 
O

R
G

A
N

IZ
A

T
IO

N
 

U
S

 P
O

S
T

A
G

E
 P

A
ID

  

G
A

S
T

O
N

IA
, 
N

C
 

P
E

R
M

IT
 N

O
 1

4
6
 

H
O

L
Y

 T
R

IN
IT

Y
 L

U
T

H
E

R
A

N
 C

H
U

R
C

H
 

8
0
5
 S

O
U

T
H

 Y
O

R
K

 S
T

R
E

E
T

 

G
A

S
T

O
N

IA
, 
N

C
  

2
8
0
5
2
 

  R
E

T
U

R
N

  
S

E
R

V
IC

E
  

R
E

Q
U

E
S

T
E

D
 

Knowing, Loving and Sharing Christ 
Phone:  704-864-0378 Fax:  704-864-4959 

Website:  www.holytrinitygastonia.org 
 

MINISTRY  STAFF 
 

Lead Pastor    Braxton East  brack@holytrinitygastonia.org 

Associate Pastor    Jason Dampier  jason@holytrinitygastonia.org 

Director of Music Ministries  Chris Murphy  chris@holytrinitygastonia.org 

Organist     Dr. John Siler  jsiler4@att.net 

Children’s Ministry Director  Jaimie Cline  jaimie@holytrinitygastonia.org 

Church Office Administrator  Teddi Daniels  teddi@holytrinitygastonia.org 

Facility & Ministry Administrator  Ellie Holloway  ellie@holytrinitygastonia.org 

Custodian    David Stephens 

Nursery Supervisor   Katheryn Dockery, 

     Shaina Hinds 


