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ALL-COMMITTEE  MINISTRY  RALLY 

Saturday, February 2, at 9:00-11:00 
 

We will hold a Ministry Rally for all Committees and Ministry Teams on Saturday morning,  

February 2 beginning at 9:00 a.m.  Everyone who currently serves on a team or committee, plus  

anyone who is interested in serving, is invited to attend!  At this Rally, the Planning Team will  

introduce our Vision Focus for 2019, which will primarily be the “Sharing Faith” portion of our  

seven-part vision for ministry.  Over the past few years, we have focused on other elements of our 

ministry vision, and we are now ready to focus on this part of our vision for ministry. 

 

After a large group meeting, each committee and team will meet separately to make plans and goals 

for the coming year.  This is a great way to get off to a good start, as well as to keep all our  

ministries aligned in our common vision.   

 

If you are not currently on a committee or ministry team, but would like to serve in this way, below 

is a listing of the teams and whom to contact at the Rally: 
 

  Benevolence   Dennis Mercer / Bill Eaker 

  Care Ministry   Sarah Waldrop / Anita Stiles 

  Children/Youth   Kasey Barnes / Cody Carpenter   

  Communications   Grant Sparks / Anita Stiles    

  Congregational Life  Anna McMahan Houser / Bob Barnhill  

  Discipleship   Reggie Parlier     

  Endowment   Craig Kluttz / Bill Eaker    

  Finance    Lee Stadther    

  Memorials   Carla McMahan / Bill Eaker   

  Outreach—Global  Bruce Zander    

  Outreach—Local  Paulette Brice    

  Personnel   Grant Sparks / Joel Henry    

  Planning   Pastor Brack     

  Property   James Green    

  Welcome / Hospitality  Donna Allen / Heather Peoples   

  Worship and Music /   Pepie Jones     

             Seasonal Decorations 
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ALTAR  FLOWER  CHART 
 

The Altar Flower Chart for 2019 is now in the Welcome Center. Please stop by to 

sign up for any dates you’d like to sponsor the flowers, in honor or in memory of 

someone special! There are many opportunities available. The cost is $50.00. 

Hello Holy Trinity Disciples, 

 

We are now a month into the new year already, and I’m looking forward to where God will lead us 

this year. Last weekend, we had a great Leadership Retreat, with the Council and Committee Chairs 

meeting for a time of visioning our ministries in light of our 2019 focus ---“Sharing Faith.” In the 

past few years, I’ve been able to see Holy Trinity’s spiritual growth, where we are becoming more 

equipped and comfortable talking about our faith in Jesus. For decades. Holy Trinity has been known 

for sharing the love of God through deeds of love in the community. Now, we as individuals are also 

growing in our ability and willingness to talk personally about Jesus’ saving work in our lives.  It’s 

exciting to witness this transformation taking place. 

 

How is this happening, what is causing us to grow in this way? I believe it’s a function of more  

and more people reading God’s Word daily, and talking about it in Sunday School, Life Groups, Dis-

cipleship Triads, and more.  --And beyond these, we’ve had some good opportunities to grow 

through Women’s Bible studies, a Men’s retreat last Fall, and some courses offered on Wednesday 

evenings.   

 

I encourage everyone who is able to attend the course we are doing now on Wednesday evenings at 

6:30 p.m. It’s called “Four Affirmations” and it is a study of four areas of theological agreement we 

have with the Anglican Church. (Grace Anglican Church will be joining us for the study, and Father 

Jeremiah Caughran will be helping us teach it.) But I encourage you to join in the study because it 

will further equip you to know what you believe about four basic elements of our faith:  Scripture, 

Baptism, Holy Communion and Justification. And I believe you will find it helpful.  It won’t be 

“over your head” but rather for most of you it will be a good orderly review of important things of 

faith. 

 

As a church we really are walking along the path God is leading us. It’s exciting to be walking it 

with you! 

 

In Christ’s grace,        

Pastor Brack 
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ANGLICAN - LUTHERAN  STUDY 

Wednesdays, Beginning January 30 at 6:30 p.m. 
 

As many of you know, this month we are holding a joint study with Grace Anglican Church on four 

affirmations of agreement between our church bodies, the North American Lutheran Church and 

the Anglican Church in North America (ACNA). Each Wednesday at 6:30pm, we will cover a  

separate affirmation addressing Holy Baptism, Holy Communion, Holy Scripture, and Jesus Christ, 

the Gospel and Justification. This will be a great opportunity to learn more about the faith we be-

lieve, get to know one another, live out our shared commitment to the Great Commission, and cele-

brate our unity in Christ.  

Sunday, February 3 

 
February 3 is Souper Bowl Sunday!!! No, we are not talking about the Rams and Patr iots, 

but rather Crisis Assistance Ministry and Lutheran World Relief. We invite you all to bring a  

special offering that day, and following both services, we will have a collection with soup bowls/

pots. All monies that we collect will be split between CAM and LWR to help local and global mis-

sions. Help us fill them up! 

SONSHINERS  FEBRUARY  MEETING 

Tuesday, February 12 at 11:00 a.m. 
 

The Holy Trinity SONshiners will meet on Tuesday, February 12 at 11:00 a.m. at  

Holy Trinity. We will meet in the sanctuary for an organ and piano concert by our own Dr. John 

Siler. He will do a few songs on the organ and then move to the piano for love  hymns and a sing-  

a-long. We will then move to the PLC Lounge for a delicious, catered lunch by Bellacino's. The 

cost is $10.00 and payable at the door. Please wear red for Valentines and Heart month! Make your 

reservations by calling Nancy Sparks (704-864-8265) or the church office by Sunday, February 10. 
 

Join us for great music, good food and warm fellowship. 

MEN’S  MINISTRY  NEWS 

Next Meeting Thursday, February 7 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

All Men of Holy Trinity are invited to the monthly Men’s Ministry meeting held  

the first Thursday of every month at 7:00 p.m. February 7 is the next meeting and will be at the 

church. We will be putting together the 2019 Men’s ministry schedule so please plan on attend-

ing.  If you have any ideas for fellowship or service opportunities, please contact Bob Barnhill or 

Charlie Curry. 
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THE  NEXT  “NEW  DISCIPLES”  CLASS  BEGINS  FEBRUARY 10 

Learning More About Holy Trinity 

 

 

 

 
 

Our next New Disciples Class will be held on Sunday mornings during Sunday School begin-

ning February 10 going through March 3. We’ll meet in room P-24 (next door to the kitchen in 

the PLC) at 10:00 a.m. In this class, we’ll get to know each other better personally, talk about 

some of the beliefs and norms of Holy Trinity, and do a spiritual gifts inventory to help one 

learn more about how God has gifted you for ministry. At Holy Trinity, we are passionate about 

being and making disciples for Christ, and this class is part of the introduction to that.  It is also 

a way to investigate further to see if you’d like to join Holy Trinity. Coming to the New Disci-

ples class does not commit a person to joining Holy Trinity, but it does provide an opportunity 

to meet more people and find out more about us.    

 

If you would like to attend, please call Pastor  Brack or  Ellie Holloway at the church office  

(704-864-0378) and let us know. Or you can email Pastor Brack at Brack@holytrinitygastonia.org  

if you prefer.   

WELCOME  TEAM  MINISTRY  NEWS 
  

Have you noticed the changes to the Welcome Center?  The TV is up and 

running and will be used to showcase what is going on at Holy Trinity 

and a Word Wall, which reflects our Mission Statement, has just been 

installed. The Welcome Center is becoming a Sunday Morning meeting 

place to grab a cup of coffee and catch up with fellow disciples prior to 

and after Worship and Sunday School. One of the goals of the Welcome 

Team this year is to focus on how we are Sharing Faith in all aspects of 

what we do. We feel we do a good job of sharing the love of Christ as we 

welcome and greet each disciple who walks through our doors, but we 

know we can do better. We welcome any disciple who has a friendly 

smile and a heart for fellowship to join our team as a greeter or connec-

tion time host.  If you have any questions or would like to join us in serv-

ing others, please contact Donna Allen or Amy East. 

 

Photos Needed! 
 

The Welcome Team is looking for photos of ministry gatherings to show-

case on the TV in the Welcome Center. If you have photos that reflect the 

love of Christ being shared, please email a few of them to Donna Allen at 

dma464@hotmail.com.   
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HOLY  TRINITY’S  VISION  EMPHASIS  FOR  2019 

“Sharing Faith” 
 

Several years ago, our leaders introduced a seven-part Vivid Description of our Ministry Vision.  

The overall summary of that vision is simply, “Knowing, Loving and Sharing Christ.”  But each of 

the seven parts moves us in an intentional direction as we follow Christ.  For the coming year, we 

plan to look toward the “Sharing Faith” part of our vision which is articulated as: 

 

Sharing Faith 

As you go…   make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  

Matthew 28:19-20 

  

As we grow in faith together in a world that is so often far from God, our hearts cannot help 

but break for those who do not yet know Him. This conviction spurs us to share our faith and 

in so doing, to “make disciples” just as Christ commanded. Thus, we focus not only on know-

ing Jesus Christ ourselves but also on making Him known to others – through our words, our 

actions, and our relationships.  Parents disciple children. Workers disciple coworkers.  

Friends disciple friends.  Neighbors disciple neighbors. Students disciple students. Mature 

believers disciple those still discovering. Children and youth exuberantly share their burgeon-

ing faith.  The cycle of disciple-making continues on and on and on as each individual’s faith 

deepens and they, in turn, seek to share their experiences by coming alongside others to make 

him known.  

 

We’ll be finding ways to help each disciple of Holy Trinity become more equipped and confident  

to share Christ with others, through word and deed.  As our Discipleship Triads are organically 

multiplying through the congregation, we’ll become better equipped to talk about faith.  After  

Easter, we will have a congregation-wide course offered in small groups called “Go Fish” which 

will help us better understand Jesus’ call to us to be “fishers of men.”  Watch for more on that to 

come soon… 

LENTEN  MIDWEEK  SERVICES 

Beginning Wednesday, March 13 
 

Starting Wednesday, March 13, we will kick-off our weekly, Mid-week Lenten Schedule. Each 

Wednesday, we will meet at 6:00 p.m. for soup and sandwiches followed by worship at 7:00 p.m. 

Come share great fellowship with our church family and be renewed through our worship and 

God’s Word. 
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YORK  CHESTER  MIDDLE  SCHOOL 

Changing Lives With Love 
               

 During the month of February, we are asking for your donations of: 

  

Youth-sized Boys & Girls Sweatpants and Body Soap  

Please place your gifts of love in the York Chester box in the PLC hallway! 

FAMILY  PROMISE  ARRIVES  SUNDAY,  FEBRUARY  17 
 

Family Promise is one of our most dearly treasured ministries at Holy Trinity. We have a tremendous 

opportunity to serve families who would otherwise be homeless by providing shelter, meals and  

fellowship in their times of need. Over the past ten years, I have been fortunate to serve alongside 

you in this ministry, and it has had a great impact on my faith as we are able to truly live Jesus’ 

words; “Whatever you do to the least of these, my brethren, you do to me.”  

 

During our upcoming rotation, we will need volunteers to serve in the following ministry areas:  

 Breakfast Hosts (Prepare and serve a light breakfast ~ 6:00 a.m. - 7:00 a.m.) 

 Dinner Hosts (Prepare and serve dinner ~ 5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.) 

 Evening Hosts (Provide fellowship/assist guests with questions or other needs ~ 6:00 p.m. -  

       8:00 p.m.) 

 Overnight Hosts (Spend the night and be “on call” to assist guests with questions or other needs, 

etc.… ~ 8:00 p.m. - 7:00 a,m. I am often asked “Do overnight hosts get to sleep?” The answer is 

absolutely! You have your own private room and bedding.) 

 

If you are interested in serving in any of these capacities, or have questions/concerns, please feel free 

to give me a call at 704.648.5841.  

 

If you are unfamiliar with Family Promise, this nonprofit organization is dedicated to ending home-

lessness once and for all. Over the past thirty years, the organization has provided shelter and meals 

through partner churches, case management, homelessness prevention and stabilization services to 

more than 825,000 family members. Nationwide,  82% of families in the program find housing in 

fewer than nine weeks because of intensive case management and support from over 200,000 volun-

teers. Holy Trinity has been part of this volunteer network for nearly fifteen years. 

 

What a great ministry with which to partner! Thanks be to God! 

 

In Christ, 

Cody Carpenter  
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SUPPORT  OUR  TROOPS 
 

Thank you for your donations to Support our Troops! Mitchell Wells, husband of Brit-

tani, is a member  of the Army National Guard and is cur rently overseas on his 

2nd* deployment. (This was printed incorrectly previously.) Brittani has reported that 

Mitchell, along with his fellow soldiers, are extremely grateful for all that they have 

received and say thank you! Every donation, thought and prayer is what is helping 

them get them through this deployment!  

 

We will not be collecting donations during the month of February, as we received a surplus last 

month! We will start back up in March with a new list of requested items. 

OUR  OWN  SUPERHEROES 

Next Holy Trinity Blood Drive, Monday, February 25 
 

Superman said, “There is a superhero in all of us, we just need the courage to put on the 

cape.”  We have superheroes right here in our church who have put on the cape of helping 

others and our church: those involved with Family Promise; those going to Guatemala; 

those who have made more than 200 prayer shawls and delivered them to those in need of  

a spiritual uplift; those who made Chrismons; those who are members of our Council and 

many more. 

 

But these are not the Superheroes that I want to recognize in this article.  I want to recognize those 

who have given 25 pints or more of blood to the American Red Cross.  These are the Supermen and 

Wonder Women of our blood drives.  You can find out who they are by looking at our poster about 

the blood drive which will be located in the Welcome Center.  More importantly, you can join them 

by giving blood at our blood drive on Monday, February 25 between 2:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.  

Hope to see you there. 

DOLLS  FOR  HOSPITALIZED  GIRLS 

A Request from Robin Kirby 
 

Dear Holy Trinity Family, 

As most of you know, my daughter Samantha is in a hospital in Virginia for her behavior.   

She is in a unit with fifteen other girls. When I went to visit her, none of the girls had dolls,  

except Samantha. I cried when I saw that because all girls need dolls they can play with.   

So I’m asking my loving church family to help gather soft-body baby dolls to give to them. New or 

gently-used is OK.  I know how much these girls would love and appreciate the dolls. I would need  

to have any dolls you can donate by February 17 so I can take them on my next visit to see Saman-

tha. (You can drop them off at Holy Trinity.)    

 

In closure, I want to say thank you for all your help. 

Robin Kirby 
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MISSION  TRIPS  TO  GUATEMALA 

Two Possibilities in 2019! 
 

Holy Trinity has a growing ministry with believers in Guatemala. We have been partnering with the 

Casa Bernabe orphanage near  Guatemala City for  the past eleven years, and our  mission tr ip 

next month will be our twelfth visit with them. Our 2019 Mission Team will be: 
 

    Brenda Biddle   

    Chuck Biddle   

    Bill Eaker     

    Danny Hawkins 

    Bruce Zander 

    Judy Zander 

    Pastor Brack 
 

Thank you for your gifts you gave at the special offering on January 20. Our team will take them  

to Guatemala and share them with the orphanage. And, it’s not too late to make additional gifts if 

you desire! 

 

A New Opportunity in Guatemala this Summer: A week-long mission trip to Guatemala to assist 

families associated with the Odres Nuevos Escuela, a K5 – 8th grade school serving the community 

around Odres Nuevos Church in Chimaltenango, Guatemala. Holy Trinity has assisted with this min-

istry financially through Matthew 25:40, which is the fundraising and oversight organization for the 

ministry. Several Holy Trinity disciples have actually visited the school and church on a previous 

trip to Guatemala. If you are interested in going, the Matthew 25:40 organization is sponsoring a trip 

this summer: June 16-23. Contact Pastor  Brack for  more information, costs, expected activities, 

etc.  You can also access more information at:  http://matthew2540.net/mission-trip-2019.html 

OUR  PROPERTY  TEAM  NEEDS  HELP! 
 

We are asking for your help in assisting our  Proper ty Team with small maintenance issues.  

As you know, our facilities are awesome, large, and aging, and there is always something in need of 

attention. We work hard to be good stewards of our resources by assessing and addressing these 

needs in house whenever possible! Men and women can help on any day of the week ~ once a week, 

once a month, or even once a year. Examples include: 

  

change light bulbs  change air filters   small paint jobs 

hang pictures   change a thermostat hang blinds 

repair a kneeler   small plumbing  issues special projects 

small electrical issues  run errands    

organizing storage areas  deliver items to recycle center etc.…  

   

If you are interested in helping, please contact Pastor Brack, Pastor Jason or Ellie Holloway. 
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COUNCIL  PRESIDENT’S  MESSAGE 
 

Holy Trinity Disciples, 
 

On Monday, January 21, I had the honor of leading my first council meeting as  

president. We had a full agenda to discuss some of the many exciting opportunities that God has  

put in our path to do his work in 2019 as we continue our mission of “Knowing, Loving and Sharing 

Christ”! 
 

By the time you read this, we will have had our first Unified Service of the year and celebrated the 

Ordination of our beloved Amy Carpenter! We also will have begun our cooperative course, “Four 

Affirmations” with Grace Anglican Church! On Saturday, February 2, we will have our “Ministry 

Rally” event to form, re-form and solidify our ministries for the year. I ask each of you to prayerfully 

consider making an extra effort to attend and get involved, if you aren’t already, in one of our many 

ministry committees! On top of all of these opportunities, February 17-24 we have our next rotation 

of “Family Promise” where we open our church to be a home for a week for families who are work-

ing their way out of homelessness! 
 

Our Holy Trinity family is busy going about God’s work and I feel truly blessed to be a part of that 

family and to have the opportunity to serve with you all! 

 

God’s Blessings! 

Bill Eaker 

2019 Council President 

HOME  COMMUNION  MINISTRY  FOR  FEBRUARY 

Loving Our Homebound Disciples 
 

Each month, we send out teams of ministers to bring the bread and wine of Holy Communion to  

our homebound disciples who cannot attend worship with us.  Our ministers are sent from the  

worship service to extend the Sunday morning worship experience to the homebound.  After they 

share the scripture from that morning, and also highlights from the sermon, they pray with those they 

are visiting and then share the bread and wine of Communion with them.   

 

The Communion visitation lay ministers for February: 

 Team 5:   Dennis and Cynthia Mercer   

 Team 6:   James and Janet Green   

 

Pastor Brack will also be visiting our homebound disciples and having Communion with them in 

February. 

 

We thank all our communion ministers for sharing the grace of Christ with those who cannot come 

to 805 S. York Street to worship.    
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FINANCIAL  HEALTH  OF  HOLY  TRINITY  

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31,  2018 
 

And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of 

everything, you may share abundantly in every good work. (2 Cor. 9:8 NRSV) 
 

Holy Trinity has reason for Celebration! GOD is Good! God continues to work through us, his disci-

ples. It is revealed by our 2018 giving to His church that we have chosen a deeper relationship with 

God as we all grow in discipleship. Let’s rejoice and celebrate! 
 

I am pleased to report that our GIVING was very generous. For December, receipts were $84,476.63 

giving us total receipts for the year of $544,937.26. We also gave away $54,493.73 in Benevolence 

due to the blessings we received in 2018.  The Endowment Fund made awards of $116,000 for capital 

expenditures, training and scholarships, local and global outreach, and missions in our community 

and throughout the world. 
 

For 2018, the congregation approved a ministry budget that was a step-in-faith to revitalize Holy 

Trinity’s mission; To Know, Love and Share Christ, and to answer God’s commission to “Go and 

make disciples for Christ.” The Church Council and Finance Committee felt it would take several 

years for Holy Trinity to grow into a $600,000+ budget with most of this budget growth coming from 

the employment of qualified and dynamic ministry staff. 
 

As we approached the 2018-year, a special and significant gift was made to assist with the transition 

of growth in our ministry personnel, as well as, for any other capital expenditures the church needed. 

The Church Council set aside a portion of this gift to do both objectives. God is good, and His work is 

being done through His disciples. 
 

The financial reporting for the year ending December 31, 2018 has not been finalized as of the time 

this article is being written. We are far enough into the preparation of the year-end statements to con-

clude that our financial health is good! Celebrate and give thanks for the work that God is doing 

through us! 
 

Year-end 2018 Highlights 

 

 Gifts received for the 2018 year were $544,937.26. 

 Gifts received in 2018 were slightly greater than gifts received in the previous year. 

 Disbursements in 2018 are being estimated to be about $65,893 greater than the gifts received 

resulting in a deficit. This deficit is being reduced by using $40,000 of the “Transition of Growth” 

gift, leaving a $25,893 deficit for 2018. This amount will reduce our accumulated surplus. 

 The accumulated Surplus after the posting the 2018 deficit is $12,646.18. 
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For those that like more numbers… 
 

Noted below, we show our gifts received December 2018 and for the Year 2018 compared with our 

monthly budgeted ministry plan. Our church leadership is doing their best to be good stewards of 

our financial resources. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Noted below, we show our expenses incurred to date for the Year 2018 compared with our 

budgeted ministry plan. Our staff and leaders continue to manage our expenditures and be good 

stewards of our financial resources.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As you read this summary, our Church begins a new financial, calendar year with a faithful and 

prudent ministry plan for 2019.  The congregation approved a 2019 Ministry Budget plan totaling 

$629,619.00.  As we move through 2019, I invite you to consider your response to God’s grace in 

your life and what you are giving back to His glory!  We are fully staffed in 2019 and have 

tremendous work to do in 2019. Our ministry plan is one way God works through Holy Trinity to 

serve the community and the world. I would encourage each member of our congregation to 

continue to make your commitments earlier as we have much work that needs to be done in the 

New Year. 

 

As we move into 2019, I ask you to continue to pray for the financial strength of our Church and 

consider the numerous programs, personnel decisions, events and activities we support for our  

 
Continued on the next page 

  Month of 

December 2018 Year 2018 

Gifts Received: $84,477 $544,937 

Budget for Ministries: $59,848 $622,419 

Difference: $27,480 ($77,482) 

      

Previous Year (2017) Comparison: $90,448 $542,086 

Difference between 2018 and 2017: ($5,971) $2,851 

  Budget 2018 Actual 2018 

     Summary of Expenses to Date:     

     Personnel $403,037 $395,120 

     Property Expenditures $114,874 $120,391 

     Other Expenditures $104,508 $  95,319 

     Total $622,419 $610,830 
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HOSPITAL  VISITATION  FOR  FEBRUARY 
 

        January 20 - February 2   Marilyn Kosak 

 February 3 - 16    Carla McMahan 

 February 17 - March 2   Sally Lemke 

SPECIAL  SAINT 
 

Bob Frye will celebrate his 92nd birthday on February 1! 

He has been a disciple of Holy Trinity for 80 years! 

 

Please help us wish Bob a happy birthday by sending him a card to: 

1228 Churchill Drive, Gastonia, NC  28054 

fellow disciples and the community. Let’s remain positive that we will be successful and at the 

same time act to ensure our success.  

 

You can help improve our financial position by keeping current on your offerings.  If you 

miss a Sunday, feel free to mail your gift to the church using your offering envelope which can be 

used as a self-addressed envelope or give online @ www.holytrinitygastonia.org/ and click on the 

Online Giving* tab. 

  

Thank you for your continued support of the ministries of Holy Trinity. 

 

Lee Stadther 

Church Council Treasurer 2019 

  

*Holy Trinity Lutheran Church discourages the irresponsible use of credit cards.  We offer the opportunity to 

donate by credit/debit card as a convenience to those who manage their finances in a God-honoring way. 

http://www.holytrinitygastonia.org/
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COUNCIL  HIGHLIGHTS  FROM  JANUARY 
 

At the January 21 meeting of Council, the following actions were taken: 
 

 Welcomed new Council members:  Bob Barnhill, Paulette Brice, Cody Carpenter,  

       and Heather Peoples. 
 

 Discussed preparations for the Ministry Rally on February 2. 
 

 Signed up for individual appointments with Pastor Brack for conversations regarding ministry 

and personal discipleship. 
 

 Approved receiving a “Souper Bowl” offering for hunger ministries on February 3. 
 

 Decided to get a value appraisal on the parking lot at the northwest corner of Garrison and 

Chester, as a first move toward a possible sale. 
 

 Established a designated fund for Pastor Brack’s discretionary use for Holy Trinity ministries, 

as a result of a special gift. 
 

 Restored Don and Pat Huffstetler to the membership roll, as they have moved back to Gastonia. 
 

 Received a request to bring nominees for the Benevolence Committee to the next Council 

meeting. 
 

 Discussed preparations for the ordination of Amy Carpenter on January 27. 
 

 Received status reports on discipleship triads within the Council. 
 

 Approved disbursement of remaining 2018 benevolence gifts. 
 

 Received report of remaining 2018 Endowment grants needing to be disbursed. 
 

 Received report on status of needed roof repairs 
 

 Discussed schedule and responsibilities of “Council Person of the Month” for 2019. 
 

 Received financial reports.  Made decision to fund 2018 budget shortfall from a combination of 

a portion of the accumulated surplus and a portion of the “Staffing Transition” designated fund. 
 

 Received pastors and staff reports.  
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1 John 4:7-8 “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God and whoever loves has been 

born of God and knows God. Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 
 

Love is in the air and spring is not too far off the horizon this month so we are going to make the 

most of an opportunity to love one another.  All of Holy Trinity’s disciples are invited and  

encouraged to participate in our Love Week activities this year. During the week of February 

10, there are daily activities you can do at home with your family to share love with different groups 

and individuals locally and globally. There will be boxes with most of the supplies needed for the 

week’s activities in the hallway of the PLC. Below is a list of the daily activities available. Items 

with an asterisk beside them will have all the necessary materials available to complete the 

task. Those without an aster isk may require additional items. Each day there is a scr ipture 

reading to complete with your loved ones and all activities have instructions for completing the tasks. 

We ask that the completed returnable projects be returned to the table in the PLC hallway on 

February 17. We look forward to sharing God’s love with others and hope that you will be part of 

this week of activities as well.  
 

As we look forward to the spring and summer, please be prayerful about how you can contribute to 

our children’s ministries this year. From Easter Extravaganza to VBS or teaching Sunday School or 

Wee Worship at one of our weekly services, we are always in need of the assistance of disciples 

willing to share their knowledge and love of Christ with our children. Have a blessed month and 

thank you all for your continued support and prayers for our children’s ministries.  

 

In Christ’s Love, 

Jaimie Cline  

 

February 10: *Birthday Posters* Make a birthday poster to be used by hospital staff for children at 

Levine Children’s Hospital 
 

February 11: *Water Bottle Labels* Color/Decorate encouraging water bottle labels to be donated to 

NA for local meetings.  
 

February 12: NALC Disaster Relief Health Kits: Put together a kit of basic hygiene supplies for those 

impacted by natural disasters. 
 

February 13: *Art from the Heart*: Use paint, melted crayons, or other materials to create bright 

colored uplifting artwork for our Family Promise rooms.  
 

February 14: *Love Thy Neighbor*: Give a Valentine’s Day Card and small treat to a neighbor, mail 

carrier, police office, fire fighter, sanitation engineer or someone who looks like they could use 

God’s love.  
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FEBRUARY  YOUTH  SCHEDULE 

 
  February 8 (Friday) Lock In 

  February 10  SNL 

  February 17  SNL 

  February 24  SNL 

 

 

Calling all Prayer Partners!!! 
 

We are very blessed to have many wonderful prayer partners to pray for all our youth, so on Sun-

day, March 3, we will once again have a Prayer Partner Dinner and Fellowship. We encour -

age all prayer partners to attend even if their partner can make it or not. This will be a great way to 

continue to foster relationships between our prayer partners and to say thank you for their partici-

pation in our prayer partner ministry. 

February 15: Deployed Care Kit: Make a shoebox sized care package with goodies and a thank you 

note/card. Kits will be sent to the unit of one of our deployed disciples.  

 

February 16: Random Act Of Kindness: Choose from a list of no/low cost activities to share kind-

ness in the community. 

 

Dates To Remember: 

February 20: No Mid Week Manna for Children 

March 16: Family Outing: Clover St. Patrick's Day Festival 

April 20: Easter Extravaganza  

April 28: Children’s Easter Narration and Sing A Long: 8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 
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February Circle Meetings 
 

Circle of Patience: Sunday, February 3  3:00 p.m.  Room 25 

   Program:  February/Valentine Program 

   Hostesses:   Martha Sofley & Nancy Sparks 

    

Circle of Goodness: Thursday, February 14  10:00 a.m.   Room 25 

   Program:  Sarah Waldrop  

   Hostess:  Janet Green  

   Card Ministry:  Marie Ferguson 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of each month from 4:00 - 6:00  We 

welcome everyone to join us.  You don’t have to know how to crochet or  knit, someone will 

teach you.   

 

If you have questions about joining this group or if you know someone in need of a prayer shawl, 

please contact Kay Peak. 

Women’s Board Meeting 
 

The Women’s Board will meet on Sunday, February 10 at 3:00 p.m. 

WOMEN’S  RETREAT 

April 26 - 28 

 
The annual Women’s Retreat is coming up!  The retreat will be Friday, April 26 - Sunday, April 28 

at the Blowing Rock Conference Center.   

 

A deposit of $100.00 is due by March 3.  Registration forms will be available by mid-February in the 

Welcome Center.  More information will be available soon! 
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Dear Holy Trinity Hospitality Team, 

 It is impossible to adequately express our thanks and appreciation for the delicious meal that 

you all provided for our family following Mom’s service. It was such a blessing for us to have that 

time together. Providing a meal to a family at such a time is a tremendous ministry and our family is 

grateful for all you did! 

    The McSpadden Family 

 

 

Dear Holy Trinity Friends, 

 I wish I had the words to express to you how much I appreciate my church family. You have 

been there during the years I have had the opportunity to take care of my parents at home. You have 

been there to support, encourage and love us as we made the decision to move them from their home 

to Morningside Assisted Living. And, you have been there upon my dad’s passing from this life to 

his eternal life. How can I thank you for all you have done? You have been with us to meet our 

physical, emotional and spiritual needs. You have been there with food, prayer shawls, altar flowers, 

cards, telephone calls, encouragement, support, love and, most importantly, your prayers. You have 

prayed us through all the difficult days. We have felt your hugs, love and prayers through it all. My 

dad was supportive when we made the decision to move from First Baptist Church to Holy Trinity 

Lutheran Church. He loved many of you like we love all of you. I know he is in the arms of our 

Heavenly Father, praising Him, and is healthy, happy, free of pain and tears, and, one day, we will 

see him again. 

 Thank you dear friends of Holy Trinity. You make a difference to us! 

    Blessings, Martha and David Williard 

 

 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 

 Thank you for the Christmas gifts for our foster children. 

    Western FC Team and Ernest Bradford, Regional Manager   

ENDOWMENT  GRANT  MONEY  NOW  AVAILABLE 

 
Those who received 2019 Endowment Grants may now apply for those monies they were awarded.  

Please contact Craig Klutz or Bob Ferguson to receive a check for the charity, 

committee or organization you are representing.  



 Libby Toler, hospitalized at Caromont on 1/28 due to a hear t attack  

 Robbie Oakes and family, in gr ief at the untimely death of his uncle 

 Morayo Orija, for  healing after  recent diagnosis of MS 

 Frank Garrison, healing after  surgery for  melanoma 

 Henry Gompers, healing after  accidental burns 

 Pat Huffstetler, after  gall bladder  surgery on 1/17 

 Abigail Lineberry, currently doing ministry work in India 

 Ann Riggs, continuing bone problems in her  back 

 Iris Work, on-going heart issues 

 Homebound: Caroline Banker , Anne Beam, Mason Carpenter , Ann Keyser , Dave Lemke, 

Raymond McAlister, Larry McSpadden, Martha Smith, Bill and Betty Williams 

 For the unsaved, and for the Holy Spirit to work in the spirit of HT Disciples, giving us a 

passion to share Christ 

 Rob McDaniel, step grandfather  of Jessica Dampier , scheduled for  a four th open hear t 

surgery 

 Patti Sexton, fr iend of Billie Barnes, for  God’s hand on her , and healing of cancer . She 

has a doctor’s appointment next week to look into treatment options. 

 Asher Ammons, eight year  old son of David & Leah Ammons, diagnosed with a 

malignant, inoperable brain tumor. The family is traveling to St. Jude’s in hopes of a miracle. 

Prayers requested by Pepie Jones. 

 Jill McGlohon, former  Holy Tr inity member , diagnosed with breast cancer . Prayers 

requested by Carla McMahan. 

 Kim Forbes, after  surgery on 1/24 for  removal of a brain tumor . Prayers requested by the 

McMahan family. 

 Jack Hovis, diagnosed with stage 4 lung cancer . Prayers requested by Anna Houser . 

 Ron Wasek, Holy Trinity’s mail car r ier , hospitalized at CMC-Main with broken hip and 

other bones, following a motorcycle accident on 1/16 

 For release of  Leah Sharibu, a Chr istian teenager  held as a slave by Boko Haram in 

Nigeria  

 Pr. Yousef Nadarkhani (Iran), arrested for his Christian witness in a Muslim country 

 Robin Simmons, daughter of Iris Work, for overall health 

 Family & friends serving in the military:  Mitch Wells (Kuwait), Jonathan Br inkley (ND), 

Brett Boyd (TX), Bessie Evans (Japan), Brandon Leslie, Andrew Lambert, Michael Gray 

(Kuwait), Rev. Ryan Davis, Luke Saylors (Iraq) 

If you would like your name or someone else’s name added to the Prayer List, please fill-out a Prayer Card 

during worship or call the church office. Only the hospitalized and grieving members are added automatically. 
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Did we miss your birthday?   
 

If your birthday is incorrect, or you have a birthday in February/March and your name was  

not on this list, please call the church office (704-864-0378) and give us the correct information.   

Thank You! 

With special joy, we recognize and celebrate these birthdays in the months of  

February & March.  We are thankful for the life and spirit of the birthdays we celebrate.   

May the blessings of God flow in the life of each of you. 

1 Lee Allen, Oscar Doster, Bob Frye 

2 Janet Green 

3 John Ratz 

4 Teleena Stadther 

6 Morgan Bryant, Taylor Williams 

7 Nathan Kellar, Debbie Link 

8 Diane George 

9 Charlie Currie, Mark Parlier 

12 Elizabeth Lethermon 

14 Burgin Lindley 

15 Anne Cloninger 

17 Matt Hayes 

18 Tyler Brown, Alex Price 

19 Harriett Lethermon, Oyebode Orija 

20 Margaret Miller 

23 Maggie Lanier 

25 Katie Rucker 

26 Ken Kies 

27 LaVerne Davis 

28 Dale Brittain, Kristina Wyatt 

 

2 Teddi Daniels, Matthew Fox 

3 Jaimie Cline, Janie Norton 

4 LaVada Barnhill 

6 Tim Black, Martin Brown 

7 Alex Johnson 

8 David Fogle, Katrina Hinds 

10 Tim O'Donohue 

12  Kelsey Brice, Donna Motsinger,  

 Layne Rickle 

13 Gabriella Rupp 

15 Amy Carpenter 

18 Bruce Blalock 

20 Gracie Bennett 

21 Anne Beam 

22 Kevin Novinc 

24 Peightan Green 

29 Butch Barnes, Anna Currie, Marty 

 Leonard 

30 Billie Barnes 
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Knowing, Loving and Sharing Christ 
Phone:  704-864-0378 Fax:  704-864-4959 

Website:  www.holytrinitygastonia.org 
 

MINISTRY  STAFF 
 

Lead Pastor    Braxton East  brack@holytrinitygastonia.org 

Associate Pastor    Jason Dampier  jason@holytrinitygastonia.org 

Director of Music Ministries  Chris Murphy  chris@holytrinitygastonia.org 

Organist     Dr. John Siler  jsiler4@att.net 

Children’s Ministry Director  Jaimie Cline  jaimie@holytrinitygastonia.org 

Church Office Administrator  Teddi Daniels  teddi@holytrinitygastonia.org 

Facility & Ministry Administrator  Ellie Holloway  ellie@holytrinitygastonia.org 

Custodian    David Stephens 

Nursery Supervisor   Katheryn Dockery, 

     Shaina Hinds 


